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Abstract:
Controversies over public rangeland are contemporary issues not expected to be resolved in the near
future. This study was designed to capture factors that bring conflict over the uses of public rangeland
with a focus on agricultural education needs as part of the conflict resolution process. Factors included
rangeland natural resource importance and condition, livestock grazing and public ranching, public
land manager decision-making motives, multiple use philosophy, and actions to improve rangeland
conservation and management. The study surveyed ranchers, Forest Service employees and Bureau of
Land Management employees involved in federal public rangeland management in Montana. The .
survey used a Likert-type attitudinal instrument. Chi square test compared the groups ’ attitudes to
determine uniformity or discrepancies of perceptions on selected parameters. Borich's method and
open-ended questions were applied to capture educational needs. Data revealed that all groups agreed
on potential uses of livestock grazing as a natural resource management tool, the importance of public
ranching to the community, most factors that affect public land managers' decision-making motives,
major sources of conflict over public rangeland uses, and actions needed to improve the management of
public rangeland. Between groups statistically significant different perceptions were observed relative
to rangeland condition, management behavior of ranchers on public rangeland, impacts of ranching on
the cattle industry, and relationships between permittees and public land managers. All groups
perceived needs to improve the natural resource inventory process by utilizing significant input from
ranchers and to implement flexible grazing management methods. There was a perceived need to
implement and/or strengthen coordinated/cooperative/participatory methods in management of natural
resources. In conclusion, the study revealed a need to separate out the effects of livestock grazing and
other uses on public rangeland. There was a perceived need for the use of scientifically and legally
valid recording systems for the management of the natural resource and for educating environmental
groups and the general public on the foundations of natural resource conservation and management.
The College of Agriculture in cooperation with public land management agencies should deliver
education to concerned groups about public land conservation and management. 
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