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Abstract:
A study in beaver ecology with emphasis on movements was conducted on a 160 acre area in Missoula
County, Montana during the summers of 1949 1950 1951 and the commercial trapping season of 1952.
Data were obtained by live-trapping and recapturing marked beavers, and by recording signs of beaver
activity. Methods of trapping, marking, sexing, and ageing are explained and evaluated. Beaver
activities as manifested by structures, plant cuttings and scats, are used with trapping data to evaluate
population changes of "colony sites" as influenced chiefly by movements. Movements of various age
classes are discussed. Territorial behavior and population pressure as delimiting factors of colonies are
discussed. 
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