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Abstract:
The problem of this study was to determine if there was a significant difference between the
organizational climate scores of Wyoming elementary schools and how such differences related to
principals' ratings on the identified leadership behaviors of: (1) supports teachers, (2) emphasizes
achievement, and (3) provides orderly atmosphere.

The problem was investigated by: (1) a review of literature related to effective school operations and
organizational climate, (2) the development of a two-part questionnaire utilizing the Organizational
Climate Description Questionnaire (OCDQ) designed by Andrew W. Halpin to measure school climate
and a checklist adapted from the Council of Basic Education as a rating instrument for principals, (3)
the selection of population criteria and distribution of survey instruments to a total population of 716
classroom teachers, and (4) the tabulation, analysis and comparison of the data.

The major findings of the study were that: (1) there were significant differences between the
organizational climate scores of sample schools, (2) schools with less than two hundred students
received the lowest scores in school climate regardless of the ratings of principals on identified
leadership behaviors, (3) principals who were rated higher by their teachers in "supports teachers,"
"emphasizes achievement," and "provides orderly atmosphere" received higher scores on school
climate as determined by the general openness score of the OCDQ, and (4) female administrators
received higher school climate scores than their male counterparts when general openness scores were
used as the dependent variable in leadership behaviors of "supports teachers," and "provides orderly
atmosphere." Female administrators also received consistently higher scores than males when OCDQ
subtest scores for characteristics of the principal were used as the dependent variable on ratings for
"provides orderly atmosphere." The major recommendations included further studies to: (1) discover
how other biographical variables of the school principal may affect school climate scores, (2) identify
specific interventions to improve the organizational climate of schools, (3) find how principal ratings
on other identified leadership behaviors relate to school climate scores. It was also recommended that
measurements of school climate be introduced into current school evaluation practices. 
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