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Abstract:
The purpose of this study was to determine if demographic differences existed between cases of child
abuse and neglect which were reported to authorities and substantiated following investigation and
those cases which were reported and not substantiated. A data set containing records of 12,616
incidents involving 10,476 children reported as abused or neglected during 1991 was obtained from the
Montana Department of Family Services.

Seven different types of abuse and neglect were considered including physical abuse, emotional abuse,
sexual abuse, physical neglect, emotional neglect, educational neglect, and medical neglect. The
demographics of each of these was examined using the variables of gender, age, ethnicity, source of the
report and relationship of the perpetrator to the victim.

The study found that overall 37.9% of the reported incidents of abuse or neglect were substantiated.
Significant trends relating age and gender to reporting and substantiation rates were uncovered. The
likelihood of substantiation of abuse and neglect varied based on the type of abuse or neglect and the
victim's race, the relationship of the victim to the referral source, and the relationship of the perpetrator
to the victim.

It was determined that there were demographic differences between cases of abuse and neglect which
are reported and substantiated and those which are reported and not substantiated. These findings
supported existing literature in some instances and contradicted it in others.

This study was conducted in part as a pilot for later research using expanded data bases.
Recommendations for changes in certain data collection procedures are discussed as are suggestions for
using the findings to screen reports of abuse and neglect. 
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