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Abstract:
During the last 100 years, Red Lodge, Montana has evolved from a tiny prospectors’ camp into a
substantial mining community and finally into a center for amenity-based recreational tourism and rural
in migration. This process has been tangibly . preserved on the landscape and, in essence, exemplifies a
case study in the evolution of capitalism. Indeed, Red Lodge owes its origins to the industrial era of
productive capitalism and has evolved into an economy based on a postindustrial era of consumption
capitalism.

This study reconstructs changes in land use and landscape in the Red Lodge area through these eras and
interprets how these changes illustrate broader processes of deindustrialization and the changing nature
of capitalism in the American West. This research also identifies how local citizens’ own sense of place
has both shaped and been shaped by these broader economic and cultural shifts. As a case study, Red
Lodge is representative of a shift in land use and landscape occurring in many mountainous
communities in the nonmetropolitan West. 
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