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Abstract:
The use of islands in stockdams by nesting Canada geese was studied from 1971-1972 in northcentral
Montana. Physical characteristics of reservoirs and islands and the effects of fishing and rest rotation
were evaluated in relationship to nesting and brood rearing. The greater use of reservoirs of 2 acres or
more with islands by nesting geese was found to differ significantly from those without islands. Use of
islands increased with off-shore distance and those islands of 0.05 of an acre or greater received more
consistent use than smaller islands. Activities of fishermen were found to be incompatible with nesting
and brood rearing. Recommendations were made for the evaluation of reservoirs being considered for
island placement and construction of islands. Estimates of total duck production for the area were also
presented and showed American widgeons, mallards and pintails produced 75% of the young over the
two years. 
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