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Abstract:
This study was initiated because of two concerns over the Canada goose (Brant a canadensis)
population at Medicine Lake National Wildlife Refuge (MLNWR): 1) the population appeared to have
stagnated growth, and 2) the early fall departures from the area prior to hunting season. Production,
seasonal activity, and migration chronology were studied during 1985 and 1986. A total of 299 and 307
Canada goose nests were located on the study area in 1985 and 1986, respectively, and distributions
were plotted. Physical parameters were measured at all nest locations. Average clutch size for 1985 and
1986 were 5.1 and 5.7, respectively. Nest success for 1985 and 1986 was 63.5 and 72.3 %,
respectively. Canada geese left the study area in September both years. Sixty-two band recoveries from
geese banded on MLNWR showed a high return (72 %) from the North Platte River valley near Lisco,
Nebraska. This study indicated that MLNWR supported a stable, self-sustaining population with the
potential for increased growth. The Central Flyway Waterfowl Technical Committee established a goal
of 1000 breeding pairs of Canada geese for northeastern Montana. Management recommendation are
discussed to assist MLNWR to meet this goal. 
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