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Abstract:

The debates of the Montana Constitutional Convention of 1889 on issues related to equal suffrage
afford us direct insights into the intellectual setting of frontier society in Montana. Inherent in the
suffrage issue were inter-related concepts regarding the proper role of woman and the locus of power in
representative government. The delegates were keenly aware that their blueprint for statehood would
mold social contours and determine access to political power. They decided that the political rights of
their women should be tightly circumscribed.

Suffragists modified their ideology and strategy in successive drives for the ballot. In Montana, as
elsewhere, they eventually compromised principles of equal dignity in order to secure a broad
consensus for woman suffrage. The Victorian cyst of sexual inequality remained to perpetuate the
"woman problem." To many, Jeannette Rankin personified the suffrage movement in Montana. She
was a remarkable leader. But others had conducted admirably conceived campaigns under trying
circumstances before her. The prospects for equal suffrage rose and fell, not only with quality of
leadership, but with reform spirit (particularly with Populism in the 1890's and with Progressivism and
Socialism later). But the reform spirit was a conservative one— to restore control of government to the
people for social progress compatible with traditional values.

Adoption of the equal suffrage amendment to Montana's constitution in 1914, 25 years after admission
to statehood, removed formal barriers to women's full participation in Montana government (except for
jury duty). Conservative Montana lagged among western states in granting equal franchise. But in
1916, four years before the nation would have equal suffrage, Montana elected Miss Rankin to
Congress.
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ABSTRACT

The debates’of the Montana Constitutional Convention of 1889 on
issues related to equal suffrage afford us direct insights into the
intellectual setting of frontier society in Montana. -Inherent in the
suffrage issue were inter-related concepts regarding the proper role
' of woman and the locus of power in representative government. The
delegates were keenly aware that their blueprint for statehood would
mold social contours and determine access to political power. They
decided that the p011t1ca1 rights of their women should be tightly
circumscribed.

Suffragists modified their ideology and strategy in sSuccessive
drives for the ballot. In Montana, as elsewhere, they eventually com~
promised principles of equal dignity in’order to secure a broad con-
sensus for woman suffrage. The Victorian cyst of sexual inequality
remained to perpetuate the “woman problem." To many, Jeannette Rankin
personified the suffrage movement in Montana. She was a remarkable
leader. But others had conducted admirably conceived campaigns under
trying circumstances before her. The prospects for equal suffrage
rose and fell, not only with quality of leadership, but with reform
spirit (particularly with Populism in the 1890's and with Progressivism
and Socialism later). But the reform spirit was a conservative one~~
to restore control of govermnment to the people for social progress
. compatible with traditional values.

Adoption of the equal suffrage amendment to Montamna's consti-
tution in 1914, 25 years after admission to statehood, removed formal
barriers to women's full participation in Montana government (except
for jury duty). Conservative Montana lagged among western states in
granting equal franchise. But in 1916, four years before the nation
would have equal suffrage, Montana elected Miss Rankin to Congress.
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CHAPTER I -
INTRODUCTION

Historians ha%e'written proiifiéﬁlly about Montana's colorful
early days—-of Indians, trappers, and'range barons; 0f~mining camés,
‘Vigilantes, . and Coﬁper Kings. Popular attention has'turned, also, to
the more conteﬁpérafy exploits of "tﬁe Company'" and £6 twentieth century
political figures of Montana. However, ?he history of ideas in the
state, of cultural valués held bylthe péople and how ?hose concepts
interplayed with social and politicgl development, remaihsllaggéiy
virgin area for study.

The woman suffrage movemenf in Montana affofds a rich oppor-
tunity to £ill part of that gaﬁ in understanding the state's past.
Throdgh successive campaigns for equal suffrage, spanning a quargér
century (1889-1914), changes evolvg&'iﬁ the status of.womeﬁ and in the
vlocus of political power. The objéctive,of women's rights, broadly con-
‘ceived by Monténa suffragists in tﬁe 1890;5, narrowed to the goal of
ballot in the Progressive peribd.1 ‘Montana suffragists, like their
national ‘counterparts, adopted political expedients in order to secure -

popular support. Their reversion to a modified Victorian image of

lThe woman suffrage movement always included male advocates so
the term "suffragist" herein will apply to any supporter of woman
suffrage. "Suffragette,' however, will designate only militant women,
who became influential in the final decade of the suffrage movement in
the United States. ''Feminism" will refer to the concept of equal rights
and status of persons regardless of sex. '
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woman was central to the compromise. That strategy meant that some
fundameptal feminist reforms were.laid aside--until today's resurgencé,-
of concern for'women's ;ights.. Thus basic’elements of the current
"debate echo suffrage arguments of many decades ago.

Althougﬁ historians have not overlooked Montana's story of
woman suffrage, much has yet to be told. To ﬁany people Jeannette
Rankin symbolizes that moveﬁent, and séveral biographers have dealt
compfehensively with her suffrage work.? Admirers of Miss Rénkin often
Seem ﬁnéware, however, that a great amount of work by many Montana
suffragists preceded the final phase of .the struggle foriequél franchise
in Montana under Miss Rankin's leadership (1911-1914). They fail to
acknowledge that earlier suffragists had experimented with various ideas

and techniques employed in the closing cfampaign.3 Jeannette Rankin

2John C. Board, "The Lady from Montana: Jeannette Rankin"

(unpublished M. A. thesis, University of Wyoming, 1964), pp. 15-60;

. Ted Carlton Harris, 'Jeannette Rankin: Suffragist, First Woman Elected
to Congress, and Pacifist" (unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University
of Georgia, 1972), pp. 39-95; Ronald Schaffer, "The Montana Woman
Suffrage Campaign, 1911-14," Pacific Northwest Quarterly, LV, No. 1
(1964), pp. 9-15; Schaffer, "Jeannette Rankin, Progressive-Isolationist"
(unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, Princeton University, 1959).

3Board prefaced his thesis with the remark that his work did
not treat the suffrage campaign in Montana fully enough, still he
summarized the pre-Rankin era with®* "In the 1880's Montana had exper-
ienced a flourish for suffrage and the movement had died," and he added
that Jeannette Rankin was not to let it die again (p. 34). Harris noted
that suffragists formed several societies and held conventions in
Montana before 1900, then he moved quickly through the next decade to
his story ‘0f Jeannette Rankin's suffrage work (p. 46).
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surely was a devoted and inspiring leader, but it does not diminish her
distinguished contribqtion to learn about other éminent guffragists on
the Montana scene. Two accounts of Montana's woman}suffragé movement
reach back to territorial days and trace the movement through ratifica-~
tion of the'eﬁual suffrage amendment in 1914.4 However, neither chron-
icle relied'aaequately upon primary fesearch,from contemporaneous
Montana sourcés, and both emphasized the record of events rather than
development of popular thought related éo the suffrage issue.

This study aims to contribute t; a better understanding of
Montang's character, an enlarged view of its people and.their political»
expression. In a more festrictive but pertinent Sense,‘it sﬁould inform
today's citizens in their on-going search for human fuifillment by
defining the course .of women's rights. The author assumes that woman
suffrage was desirable, if*only as a principle of justice, aﬁd that,
even though women bore‘thevburden of the battle for change, represssion
of political equality stemﬁed from attitudes shared much alike by men

and women.

4The older reference is a pair of volumes: Mary Long Alderson,
"Montana," The History of Woman Suffrage, IV, edited by Ida Husted
Harper and Susan B. Anthony (Rochester: Susan B. Anthony, 1902), pp.
796-801; Lucille Dyas Topping, "Montana," Ibid., VI, edited by Ida
Husted Harper. (New York: National American Woman Suffrage Association,
1922), pp. 360-367. More recent is T. A. Larson, "Montana Women and
the Battle for the Ballot," Montaha, the Magazine of Western History,
XXIII, No. 1 (1973), pp. 24~41. The HWS chapters depended heavily upon
personal recall. Larson's access to archives outside Montana enabled -
him to relate suffrage events in Montana to national developments and
personalities. '




The historonf,én idea is woven into a complex social fabrie,
so time frames must be arbitrary. Montana at statehood seems a logical
poin; ét which t; pick up the thread of woman suffrage thought._.The
Constitutionéi_Conﬁenpién of 1884 raised the issue 6f'equal suffrage,
but the journalé do not indicate that'those delegates gave thé subject
seriqus cdﬁgidération.' Montana's first significant publig discussion
of woman suffrage evidently occurred in the Constitutional anvention
of 1889, and full reco?ds of the extensive debates are availabl,e.5
Deliberations.by those prominent men over principles of suffrége reveal
.ideas of early Montanans toward politiéal and moral control of their
frontier society. . |

A sense of community and égitatiqn for stétehoodidevelOPed
ma;kedly ip Montana during the 1880's. Governor Benjgmin Potts brougﬁt
administrative érder aﬁd solvency to the;territory duriné his ié 1/2-
yvear tenure eﬁding in 1883. -The Indianlﬁénace deglined rapidly after
the Custer massacre of 1876 and the flight of the Nez Perée the following
“year. Railroads penetrated ‘the territori; bringing settlers and
expanding marketé——the Utah Northern to Butte by 1881, the Northern
Pac1f1c across southern Montana by 1883, and the Great Northern with

its northern route by 1893. The harsh winter of 1886 1887 spurred the

5Prdceedings and Debates of the Constitutional Convention, 1889
(Helena: State Publishing Company, 1921).
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end of the épen range, and cattlemen incfeasinély becamelresidents on
fenced lands. Placer mining of gold, characterized by unstable camps
of individual fortune—seekers, was superseded by quartz mining of silver
by 1880. By the late 1880's copper had become the state's most valuable
product. Although many mine operations were still émall and indepeﬁ—
‘dent through the 1880's, the new type of extraction required substantiél
capital, a large labor force, and associated commercial services. These
changes meant greater economic permanence and communél awareness.

Tﬁe‘Térritéry of Montana, anxious to develop,'competed with a
vast western region and Canada for settlérs. Montana's non-Indian
population more than tripled during tﬁe>1880's, from 39;000 to 132,000.
In 1890 nearly one-third were foreign-born. Males outnumbered females .
nearly two to oné, and the disparity was much greater améng adults.6
The mobile, expansive conditions of the frontier evidently encouraged
more qpen—mindedness and willingness to experiment thén was the case
later. Méry Cuftis Knowles, wife of Judge Hiram Knowles, worried in
1910 that Montanéns might become narrow provincials, "prisoners of

conventionality." She recalled that in the 1870's Montanans had been

6Ellis L. Waldron, Montana Politics Since 1864: An Atlas of
Elections (Missoula: Montana:State University Press, 1958), pp. 38,

" 62. Evidently Waldron's census figurés prior to 1900 excluded Indians,-

although they numbered over 11,000 in 1890 (pp. 24n, 62, 91n). Pro-

portions both of the foreign-born and of males had been higher in 1880

(Ibid., p. 38). -
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a cosmopolitan people. Their heterogeneity 'compelled a charity

' and their territorial status kept’

regarding the opinions of others,’
them knowledgeeble about national affairs.7

Legislatures of the 1880's experimented with Broader political
rights for women. ' Prodded by Robert Howay, Superintendent of Public
Instruction, the 1883 legislature granted women the right to vote in
district school elections and to hold the Office of Trustee and Couﬁty;
Superintendent of Schools. Two women serve& asg County Superintendents
the following year. And territorial women with propefty had equal
franchise on tax issues.

The prospect of statehood seemed to inhibit tﬁe liberal, experi-
mental tendency ekefcised by political ‘leaders when dealing with
territorial affairs. In shaping a permanent state, those with sub-
stantial stake wanted to secure their ieterests in a soeiety of their
ideal. This required careful definition of political -structure and
curbs against change. The constitutions fashioned by both the 1884 and
the 1889 conventions proposed a weak executive and inereased restric-
tions on legislative operations. The 1889 constitution changed appor-

tionment of the senate from g populate base to equal representation of

7"The Making of the State,'" Montana Lookout (Helena), December
31, 1910, p. 10.

8James McClellan Hamilton, From Wildermess to Statehood: A
History of Montana, edited by Merrill Burlingame (Portland: Binfords
and Mort, 1970), pp. 498-499; HWS, IV, p. 799.
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counties and made constitutional amendment more difficult. The state'é
constitufion provi@ed not only a detailed framework for governmeﬁt, but
prescriptive laws for 1889. |

In this mood of conservétive ordering, concepts éf the status
of women were central to debates over political privilege. Legitimacy
of political privilege, as conceived by Montana's dominant leadership
in this early period, did not rest on natural rights of individuals,
but in pféctical politics. These men answered to frontier éxigehcies
and tried to maintain control over a fluid society. Suffrage was an
ingredient of power, so theories of political equality were not partic-
ularly relevant. A double standard of citizenship for men and wbmen
was inherent.

Under the majoritarian system of goﬁernment, the right of
franchise is fundamental to political potency. Montana'g early leadeys
kﬁéw this well, Although territorial delegates to‘Congfess exercised
floor privilege in the House of Représentatives, theyllacked thé clout
of a ballot to .defend the interests of their constituents. This
weakness was a prime factor in Montana'é_agitétion for statehood. While
Moﬁtana's male politicians chafed at being ''political. eunuchs" under an

infamous ‘colonial system,"

they failed to see the parallel political
impotence of their women. Few of them empathized with women, a class

of citizens disfranchised in the general public forum and limited to
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means of persuasion which the men found inadequate. Montana's Founding
Fathers séill'blocked equal suffrage.9

Moﬁtana's founders acknowledged, too, that men universally
valued the baliot. In competition for settlers, Montana enticed pfos—
pecti§e immigrants with its liberal pdlitical privilege——fér men. The:
188§ constitutional convention §r0p03ed to enfranchise resident male
aliens (predominantly Teutonic) p;ovided that not less than four months
prior to a given election the ﬁoreignér had deélared his intent to
become an‘American citizen. The constitutioq of 1889 was less generous .
Fo foreign voters; the national origin of immigrants was shifting to
southern Europe, especially Italy. while those aliens élready'ehfrén~
chised would never be barred, the privilege for new aliens would‘termi;
.nate five years after adoption of thé cdnstitutioﬁ. Neitﬁqr‘the 1884
plan nor the 1889 constitution made an§ literacy‘demaﬁd. The Fathers
were not motivaged'so much by a magnanimoué concept of suffrage as by
a hard-~headed bid for rapid.economic development. They did nét see a
nged to court women politically; women would follow their men; Even ‘
though the nearby territories of Wyoming and Utah had'éranted full

éuffrage to women two decades before Montana became a state, Montana's

9See Clark C. Spence, "Beggars to Washington: Montana's.
.Territorial Delegates,'" Montana, the Magazine of Western History,
_XXIV, No. 1 (1974), pp. 2-13.
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lure of franchise was for men only.10 ‘Pfesumably no immigrants, whether
from the Old World or from older ﬁarts of the United States; had a "
tradition of equal suffrage, so woman's péiitical status woulq rarely
be a signifiéant criterion in resettlement. Monfana.was not compelléd
to offer woman'suffrage;

However, woman suffrage was recognized as a threat to the life-~
style of Montana's surplus males. These men found conviviality and
politics in the saloon. Especially for fhe foreign-born, the saloon
eased the newc&mers' orientation in a strange community. Prior to 1889
the only organized promotion of equal suffrage in Montana had come from
the Women'é Christian Temperance Union (WCTU) . 1Its declared goal was
not temperance,'but prohibition, an& it needed womén's vote as a
'weappn. Therefore, men.associated womaﬁ suffrage wi;h prohibition. 7
But whether the woman voter would prové:to be a prohibitionist or not,
here dedication to build a home and soéiety befitting é family called
out a cluster of values quite differentxfroﬁ those‘pf the mobile,-

unattached males. Her ballot would inCEEase the politiéél-effectiveneSs
of the stable folk. The ambitious politician reckonealwith the reality
of his saloon constituents, who had the vote, and di& aot'promété |

equal suffrage.

loAlan P. Grimes, The Puritan Ethic and Woman Suffrage (New

York: Oxford University Press, 1967), Ch: 1-2, develops the Wyoming
and Utah cases.
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Few of Montana's frontier leaders worried about abstract righps
for women. They were caught up in practical concerns: iand and tax
policy, mineral and timber rights, railroad'privilegés; control of
power, and statehood. By the late 1880's-a few menl(including ﬁillianrA.
Clark, Marcgs‘Daly, Samuel ﬁauéer, and C. A. Broédwater) wielded |
femérkable ecénomic and political bower. It was the era of Soqigl
Darwinism, which theorized that social good derived from rugged compe-
tition, force, and ihequality; the fittest rightfully achieved super- -
iority (i.e., wealth.and power), ahd society thus 'progressed.” 1In
‘this dynamic, male-dominated frontier, what would full woman suffrage .
do for Monéana? What could persuade political leaﬂers to share their
control of éower?

Partial suffrage for women could be rationalized, outside the
question of individual rights, as a social beﬁefit. Woman's ballot
and trusteeship in local school affairs:constitute& an extension of
héf traditional fuhction, that of tending children and teaching morals.
Her eéual ballot on tax issues recpgnizgd sacrosanct property rights.
Security of property was a prime purpqsé of government,'aﬁd property
offered ‘assurance of the owner's stake in society..‘wgﬁan suffrage,
thus limited, posed little threat to conservative‘politics; its exer-
cise seemed safe and predictable. Nor didvit disturb social mores,

since premise of individual equality was avoided.




(] Al

11

When Montana's Constitutional Convention géthered in 1889,
woﬁan sufffage was not a new issue, nationally or in the West. A
diligent corps of women's rights 1eadefs had struégled for a genera-
tion (since the Seneca Falls convention of 1848) before Montana suffra=
‘ gists enlisteé. The period of public ridicule and_internal_disgension
was largely pést by 1890. Pioneer feminists, all'abolipionists, had
sharply disagreed after the>Civil War over strategy in regard to the
Fourteenth Amendment--whether to accept it for the full citizenship
it proposed for Negro males or to resist the amendment becauéé it defied
woman suffragists’ exbecta?ion.of equal political rights. From 1869
until 1890 participants in ‘the women's movement‘aligned either with the
aggressive.Nation;l Woman Suffrage Association, led by New Yorkers
Mrs. Elizabéth Cady Stantoﬁ'and Miss Susan B. Anthony, or with the con-
servative and compromising Américdn'Woman Suffrage Association under
the leadership of Lucy Stone, her husband Henry B.'Blackwgll, and
Henry Ward Beecher. The National mainﬁaiped open membership for women
(but excluded men) and worked for bfoad women's rights and a federal
suffrage amendment. The American m;ved‘carefully among Fhe more elite
society and promoted state campaigns fof equal suffrage. Its Woman's
Journal, founded in 1870, served the suffrage cause long apd,influen—
tially. By 1890 the factions of the suffrage movement had drawn

together in respectable conservativism to form the National American

Woman Suffrage Associatioﬁ (NAWSA). Urbanization and industrialization
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were changing and polarizing American society. Suffragists, along with
oldlstock Americans, saw a threat to their interests in new immigrants,
urban masgé§, and poiitical m;chines. Suffragists nationally were
aligned wit% éénée;vators of trgditional values.

Suffraé;sts'were working from a sophisticated philosophical
base for ﬁomen's rights; not just for political equality. They liftedgi
much of their tﬁouéht from Lockean ideas of natural and inalienable
rights and of government as a social‘contract'validated by consent of
éhe governed. -Therefore, they argded, American government in practice
violated fundamental principles of justice reverenced in.the Declaration
of’Independence. Women‘generally gave no comsent to government, qduld
not sit on ju;ies, and were taxed without representation. Many in the-:
women's rights movement (especially the Quakers and Unitarians among
them) challenged the subordination of women as taugﬁt by orthodox
religions. The feminists saw God-given equality of rights and capaci-
ties, which social custom thwarted. They subscribed to faith in
progress. Equél justice would continue ts advance undef republicanism.
Already political aristocracies of biréh, of property, and of race had
yielded to democratic principles, and class discrimipatipn dgainst
" women would fall. With political equality women would éﬁntribute to
greéter morality in public affairs, and men and womenltogether-—and

only together--could fashion a utopia.
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By 1890 seventeen states had accorded women equal school

:suffrage, three had extended tax suffrage, aﬁd Kansas had granted them
the municipal ballot. And in the ﬁest three‘tefritoriéé had instituted
full woman suffrage: Wyoming since 1869, Utah from 1870 until»Coﬁgress
deﬁied it in 1887 (over. the issue of polygamy), and Washingtqn from
1883 until 1887 when court action invalidated the privilege. Thus the
principle of woman suffrage was neither radically aligned nor novel

when Montana's Constitutional Convention debated theAissue in 1889.ll

11For interpretations of the woman's rights movement see
Eleanor Flexner, Century of Struggle: The Woman's Rights Movement in

the United States (New York: Atheneum,.1970); Aileen S. Kraditor, The
Ideas of the Woman Suffrage Movement, 1890-1920 (Garden City, New York:
Anchor Books, 1971); and William L. O'Neill, Everyone Was Brave: A

History of Feminism in America (Chicago: Quadrangle Books, 1971). For

particular views of woman suffrage see Grimes, The Puritan Ethic and
Woman Suffrage; and Ross Evans Paulson, Women's Suffrage and Prohibition:
A Comparative Study of Equality and Social Control (Glenview, Illinois:

Scott, Foresman and Company, 1973). For an inside account of the women
suffrage movement see National American Woman Suffrage Association,
Victory: How the Women Won It: A Centennial Symposium, 1840-1940

(New York: The H. W. Wilson Company, 1940). .




CHAPTER IT
CONCEPTS OF WOMEN AND SUFFRAGE FOR A NEW STATE

Montana's territorial legislatgres ha@ exe?cised unrestricted
power to extend franchise as they saw fit. But the Constitutional
.Convention of 1884 drew a rein on leéislative discretion regarding
woman's vote. While that constitution would have provided no direct
suffrage for women, it allowed the legislature to grant them only ;he
1ocalﬂschool ballot and the right to serve as school trustee. Judgel
W; J. Stephens of Missoula did propose equai suffrage, but evidently
the convention readily accepted the Suffrage Commi;tee's cryptic
rejection--on grounds that it was "not expedient to grant to women
general suffrage."l Because Qongress, in political impasse, denied
statehood to Montana, the 1884 constitution was not implemented. Five
yeérs later another Constitutional Convention met in Helena (from
July 4 through August 17) and fashioned the constitution which served |
Montana until 1973.

The i889"conventidﬁffouggpka preliminary skirmish over woman
suffrage when Henr& Blackweli of égstpn, secretary of the American
Woman Suffrage Association, arrivéd in:Hgiena on July 17. A huge

b

western region of the United States was'iﬁﬂgransition=to;statéhoqd, and
' N

suffragists nationally hoped to bring many of%these new states into the

lRecords of the Montana Constitutional Conventidn,'1884
(Historical Society Library, Helena), proceedings of January 23, 1884.
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Union with feasible prospect for equél suffrage. Under territorial
governments, in constitutional convenfions, and in state legislatures,
bfoader suffrage provisions could be obtained by a simple majority vote.
Experience had already demonstrated to suffragists that the.process of
constitutionag amendment was a formidable barrier to their cause.
Skeptical of achieving the prize of constitutional pro§;sion for equai
suffrage, Blatkwell meant to persuade the various constitutional con-
ventions to structure their>governments so as to allbw response to
'progressive change, specificall& to ﬁgrmit legislative expansion of ~
suffrage.

Although the public-spirited McAdows, Perry and Clara, had
arranged for Blackwell's\sfopover in Helena,‘resentment flared among
the convention delegates and in the press that the Bogtonian should
intervene in Montana's deliberaﬁions. He was an intellectual in his
ﬁid760'é,.who had fully agreed that Lucy Stone should keep her own name
and éontinué her women's fights work when they married.2 These personal -
: factors did not mesh well with the mascuiine ideal in Montana. Also,

territorial experience with Washington.politics had taught Montanans

2Their wedding ceremony, in 1855, included the reading and cir-
culation of a signed "Protest" against laws which promulgated male
domination and advantage in marriage. An 1847 graduate of Oberlin
College, Lucy Stone was instrumental in bringing Susan B. Anthony,
Julia Ward Howe, and Frances Willard into the woman suffrage movement.
The couple's daughter, Alice Stone Blackwell, also devoted her life to
equality for women. (NAWSA, Victory: How the Women Won It, pp. 39~40,
42f£.) ' . '

b
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to be wary qf outsiders' solutions to frontier problems. Why should
Blackwell try to impose reforms in Montana that the East had rejedted?
A chronically cantankerous delegate, John C. Robinson, pro£ested "even
diénifying the application of men from outside" since those convened
wefe perfectly’ capable qf managing their own affairs. Judge Hiram
Knowles sought to restrain Ehe xenophobia by contendiné‘fhat thé ques-—
tion of equal suffrége widely interested prominent men, an? Blackwell
waé an able édvocape; only hear him. '"Let us not by a sneér or by
narrowneés, or by wrapping ourselves up in tﬁe opinion that Montana
kﬁowé everything she needs to know, . . . close the dqorito everything
"that can come from outside," Knowles urged his colleagues. The conven-
tion granted Blackwell audience, not as a special petitioner on the
floor, but in an evening appearance in the convention hali open to the
public.3
Blackwell marshalled the common arguments for woman suffrage:

to fulfill democratic principle, bring greater morality to government,
and strengthen women's bid for economic equality. He tried to tempt
' the delegates, kéenly conscious of community—building, with a vision
of ”100,000 of the most progressive and the most desirable immigrants

that America:can furnish" thronging within five years to a Montana

, 3Proceedings and Debates, 1889, pp. 78-80. For press reaction
~ see especially the Great Falls Tribune, July 20, 1889, p. 2.
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enlightened enough to offer equal suffrage. Blackwell acknowledged
that women hgsitéted té vote, bqt socilal custom had taught that it was
unwomanly to meddle in politics. He predicted that if Montana men
accepted tﬁe idea} women wogld conscientiously gﬁaré the civic fespoﬁ—
sibility., All*humanity would benefit. Blackwell's majbr blea; howgvef,
was that thé new constitution retéin the suffrage rights women already
had under territorial law and that it continue legislative discretion
over éuffrégei Constitutional restricfibn of woman sﬁffrage'in Montana
would be a new obstruction to progressive public wiil.a While constitu~
tional amendﬁent was possible in the abstract, political mobilization
to arouéé sufficient pﬁglic support for the cause would be extremely
difficult. To Blackwell the legislative avenue seemed to be a familiar,
conservative, and responsive solution.

The impact of Blackwell's speech is unclear. The ideas he
expressed permeated many aspectslof the suffrage debates that followed,
but nobody cited him. And his major:recommendation, for continuance of
legislative discretion to expand the franchise, was rejected by the
convention. The delegates dedided that the confines of political power

in the future state seemed safer under their paternalistic stamp.

The major battles over woman suffrage took placé in late July.

The convention first turned its attention to the Suffrage Article on -

4P.‘troceedings and Debates, 1889, pp. 81-88.
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July 25. The Committee on Right of Suffrage, chaired by German-born
Louis Rotwitt, had.récomménded severe limitations on political privi-
leges of women; modelled verbatim after those set by the 1884 document.
The committee proposed that the legislature might "pass laws allowing
women the right to hold any school district office and vote at any
school district election." That was all. It would omit any direct
pélitical privilege to women: éubtract their territorial eligibility to
the office of County Superintendent of'Schools, eliminate women's tax
ballét, and withdraw legislative discretion over expansion of suffrage.5

The convention rejected the stringent limits on women's politi-
cal rights a; proposed by the suffrage committee. It made local schéol
ballot and office a ﬁandatory provisién and restored women's eligi-
bility to the office of County Superinténdent of Schools (since '"the
ladies" had shown that they were fully competent to téke charge of
that pﬁblic service). Just before adjournment, the convention reinstated
the equal tax ballot. Proposed by former governor B. Platt Carpenter,:
the measure passed without discussion, 34 to 26. However, proposals-to
make women‘eligible to vote for State ‘Superintendent of Public Instruc;
tion and to hold that office were rejected by the convention, as was

an effort by Timothy Collins to grant women the municipal ballot.6

5Ibid., p. 330. See pp. 330-408, 448-466, 855-857 for full
suffrage debates. ‘.

6Ibid., pp. 404-~408, 871, 915.
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It was ovér the question of legislative power to enfranchise
thaﬁ the storm raged. Walter Bickford, a junior law partner of Judge
Stephens (ﬁho proposed equal suffrage in the 1884 convention), offered
. a substitute to the section of the Suffrage Articlé which defined
qualificapiéﬁs‘of electors. Bickford did not disturb éonstitutional
provision of #hE'balipt for males only. His key élaySe would empower
the 1egislatu£e "to‘confer upon women the rigﬁts and privileges of
electors totvoté'iﬁ any or all elections.!

Whether viewed as a naturai right or one bestowed by the state,
Bickford thought that the right of general suffrége belonged to women;
they were as capable of a discriminating vote as wére men. He argued‘
" for as conservative. a position as pdssible, but he wanted Montana's
legislature authorized to respond to the issue of equal suffrage when,
in the march of progress, prevailing public sentiment should so warrant.
He cited growing evidence that women did want the-béllot and would use
it well. Meeting the moral arguments, pro and con, Bickford declared
éhat neither thé fears of those who opposed woman suffrage nor the
hopes of ité supporters would be realized. Woman was not degraded at
the polls; neither did she greatly purify the ballét nor dispose of all
public problems. He urged the convention té do what wés just, to be

liberal enough to vote in the interest of progress and good government,
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and by so doing "add one ornament . . . to the bright crown of the
state of Montaina."7

Bickford's basic premise was that the constitution should alloﬁ
flexibility for response to ‘social change. Thefefore, his proposal ﬁon
support from &elégateslﬁho respected the procedural rights of public
opiﬁiqn aﬁd future citizens; position of the delegates on the sub-
stantivé issue‘of generai'frénéhise forIWOmen was a secondéry consider~
ation in the debate.

ProponéntSﬁof:Bickford's cléﬁse for 1egis1a£ive power dominated
the debates. ‘Perry:McAdow, miller and miner whose wifé.(Clara) ably
managéd’their business, backed Bickford and women's rights. He thought
that womaﬁ suffrage belonged in the constitution, but if that were
impossible, he entreated his colleagues for sufficient liberality 'not
‘to close the doors and build uﬁ a wall against the rights of our women."
Johﬁ Rickards, a Butte Republican who would be elected governor in 1892,
was convinced that if the constitution itself incofpérated woman
suffrage, there would be "ungallenf men enough" to defeat it. Withoﬁt
arousing dispute, Rickards claimed that Montana's terriﬁorial leg;s—
latures had not abused their public trust. - He was confident that the
state legislature would be a safe repository for the power of enffan—

chisement. Walter Burleigh, a story-spinning lawyer from Miles City,

7 1bid., pp.. 347-350..
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pleaded that the coﬁvention not put the "seal and signet of death" on
the suffrage issue through constitufional restriction, but to allow
‘ the intelleigence of those who would come after them to mold a legis-
1ated'soiu#ion inlaccordancé witﬁ changing circumstances

Two-of "the convention's most prdmiﬁent délegates, Hiram knowles
and Joseph k. Toole, paired off in final debate with vef& different
concepts of the nature of wémen. Stiii these men agreed that woman
suffrage should be a matter for legislative decision. Judge Knowles
ppinted out to the convention that the changing milieu. had brought new
opportunities and new roles for women. They were proving themselves in
clerical, business, and profeséionél pursuits in adaition to their
traditioﬁal dedica;ion to education and religidus ingtifutions. While

Knowles granted that many opponents of woman suffrage were "actuated by

as knightly principles as ever actuated the knights of old," he argued -

that the protected, regal role into which they were tffing to cast
women was illusory for the large majority. Women were taking part in
affairs of life, so why not in public affairs? They were educated, and
this was significanf in a world moving away from goverﬁment by force to
one guided by reason. Knowles held no great exﬁectations that equal
suffrage would bring about major reform. Bﬁt women, like men, had

property and personal rights that govermment was charged to protect.

81bid., pp. 364, 365, 452.

)
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lThen why shoﬁldn't_ﬁoﬁen Be ;llowed to participafe'in govefnmené?
Knéwles wanted thé 1égis1ature (where a simple majority opinion could
prevail) to be able to say when Montana was‘read§ for womaﬁ suffrage.9
Jbseph K. Toble; reéent teffitorial‘delegaté to Congress aﬁd

future govérnoé, thougﬁt it was not expedientvfo épcumber the proposed
.constitution with "thié much moote&;question" of woman's ballot.
Ratify the conStitutioﬁé he:fécdmméndéd,'thén-discﬁss:the suffrage
matter in.the legisléture as circumstances might deﬁand; Toole did not
fayor equal suffrage at that time. Although the_plaﬁsible arguments
of the convention's suffragists had.caused‘him to waiver, he was not
yét persuadéd;- The Missouri native regarded the sekes in classic
Victorian modél with well~defined spheres: man the provider and pro-
tector who dealt with the perplexities of life; and woman the ténder'
mother and minister of sublime virtues in whom man sought 'reciprocity
and repose.”" Toole was skeptical that greater bolitical privilege
would benefit women; ana not all of thém wanted to vote or to sit on
juries. If_men would fulfill their obligations, the onerous responsi-
bility of government would mot be thrust upon the softer sex. But
should men fail, who would not permit woman to experiment ﬁith admin-~

istration of govermment? Should popular opinion recommend universal

Ibid., pp. 453-456.
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suffrage, the legislatureée should not have its hands tied; it repre-
sented the people, whom Toole said he tfusted.l

Few'delegates took the floor to oppose the Bickford amendment

openly. But Hénry Whitehill, a Deer Lodge lawyer, was deeply disturbed

over the sdgiéi iﬁ?lications of a chénged'po;itical status‘for women.
He w;s unwillinghto érént the pfemise that women ﬁadAthe same natural
righfs as men or that they were entitled to the 'same political privi—
leges. Opponents ta‘woman suffrage were not tyrants, Whitehiil‘argued;
rather they weré "animated with qﬁite as éhivalric prinéiples as'ény of
the advocates." 'But a higher law was in -operation. ''Man is to the
woman as the cord is to the bo%,” he declared, and woman suffrage would
threaten that '"divinely implanted" marital relationship.11

The powerful Martin Maginnis, Montana's delegate to Congress
from 1873 to 1885, was the major spokesman against Bickford's amend-
ment. He firmly opposed constitutional experiment with broader politi-
cal privileges for women, he did not want the question left to legis-
lative judgment, and he voted against submitting the issue to the
electorate in a separage propogition.

All objections to woman suffrage had been petty, Maginnis
declared, for they missed the essential philosophy that the primary

element behind all government was force. And force was the principle

10141d., pp. 456-458.
ivid., pp. 365-366.
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of majority rule. The majority enforces its views ubon thé minority
becauée botﬁ have agreéd not to fight on the field of battle, but té
counf ét the ballot box; Maginnis argﬁed that suffrage was notva
natural right, but‘a poiiticé1 privilege beétqwed by govefnmgnts to
maintain the state.againsf all threats. Man's respdpsibility to
.preservé the state, even to the "last grénd‘arbitrameht 6f'war," -
entitled him to sufﬁrage. That was why men universally, even the poor
and the black, had the franchise. But woman, due to natural:limits,
was precluded from a call to enforce &ecrees of government. The sexes
had their proper and equally noble spheres--woman to perpetuate, edu- |
cate, and regenerate humanity; man to '"conquer the savage world."
Maginnis said he did not want woman to be dependent upon man's will,
and he respected her capacities. But in govermment, founded upon
force, she was out of place. Furthermore, women did not want the
ballot, and men had no right to insist that they take it. Then con-
fessiﬁg to a faltering faith, Maginnis expressed fear that women,
morally prone as they were, might be guided by the clergy in their
political decisions. . And of all classes of men, he rated priests and
preachers as the least knowledgeable of the interests of mankind and

the least adapted to legislate and govern.12

12Ibid., pp. 369-371, 856.
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Maginnis was chivalrous in manner and democratié in phrase.
But his colleagues uﬁ&efétood that at ;he heart of his argument was a
Ipblitical déterminétign to.protect tﬁe status quo. In 1912, as the
Deﬁoératic Staté'coﬁventibn thrashed out enéd}gemént of‘submissiqﬁ'df‘
" the equal éuffragé amendment, Maginnis acknowledged that hé had been
judged respoﬁéible:for~deféat of the womén‘suffrage movement ‘in 1889'.13

ﬁilliam A. Cla%k, pfesident of both tﬁe 1884 and'1889 constitu-
tional con§en£i6n§; éﬁmmafized the practical alternatives in dealing~‘
with the suffrage issue. He concedéd that maybe women did ot want
generai suffrage--no oné-knew.' Perhaps it was not expedient to
incorporate a woman suffrage plank in the constitufion; énd it was

' in his opinion, to submit it to the voters in connec~-

"impracticable,'
tion with the constitution because of evidence of popular disfavor
in Montaﬁa——";nd then we will have to face ﬁhe impossibility of its
ever beiﬁg brought up again except by a constitutional amendment."
Clark asked that the constitution leave the Qay open for women to
express a desire for franchise. He saw no objection to legislative

. . ; 14
discretion in the matter.

13yelena Independent, August 30, 1912, p. 2. Shortly after the
close of the Constitutional Convention, Maginnis reassured Montana
women of their attributes: 'We are so proud of the beautiful ladies of
"our land, for when they smile it is a glimpse .of Paradise-and the white'
robed angels are.forgotten in comparison." ' (Great Falls Tribune,
September 25, 1889, p. 2.) '

14Proceedings and Debates, 1889, p. 374.
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On July 25 the Committee of the Whole rejected Bickford's
proposal, 29 to 34 ”Pioponents triéd‘égain.during final‘considération
of the suf?ééée bili'én Joly‘30, but the bonﬁéﬁtion again defeated
Bickford's aﬁeﬁdment; with a Lie vote of 33 to 33 (and 2 paired).‘
After Bickford's proposal fgiled,iMcAdoW tried to saivage some advance
for womén byopropooiﬁgllimited legislativé‘diocretion to extend
suffrage "wifhoﬁt'regord to séx, provided ﬁhat women shall not be
liable fo£ military. or jury duty;'ﬁor shall they be eiigiole for any
office excépf that‘pertgiﬁing'to schools." This comoromise should have
met the declared féséfﬁé;iOno of many of tho‘delegates, but if was
.defeated by a vote of 31 to 38.15 ' |

James Callaway, Virginia City lawyer, hao voted against the
Bickford amendment even though he claimed to bef"raoher favorable to

' As was the case with a large

the proposition of woman suffroge.'
majority of the delegotes; Callaway's paramOunt'consideration was
Montana's admission to statehood. He strongly feared that aoy consti-
tutional proyision for equal suffrage; whether directly incorporated

or left to legislative discretion, would endanger approval of the con-
stitution by the electorate. To resolve the dilemna, Caliaway spon-
sored Proposition 29 on July 31 (the day after Bickford's final defeat).

Callaway wanted to submit the question of legislative poﬁer over

woman suffrage to thé electors as a separate proposition at the time

L31pid., pp. 374, 459, 465-466.
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they would -vote on the constitutioéu If accepted bf the voters, the
érticle wouid 5ecome a part of the?conépitution. This course of
action would solicit the sense of the people without risk to thg basic
document. Thirteen dayé latef‘Callaway's proposition waé pried out
‘of the Committee on Suffrage "without recomméndation."' A move to table
it was narrowly defeated. Beéause the convention wés neér termigétion,
the deiegates suspended rules (thereby requiring a two-thirds vote for
passage) and'iﬁmedigtely took the final vote. Céliaway's measure lost - .—
in an;ther-tie v0te; 34 to.34.' Montana's eleét&rate would not be
tested on the issue éf equal suffrége for another qﬁarter of a
century.16 |

Delegateé had sharply divided into consistent voting blocs on .
the issues ;elated to woman'suffrage} On the major measures (Bickford's
. amendment, McAdow's cdmpromise, Cailaway's proposition, and the equal-
tax ballot) 32 délegates supported at least three, while 33 others
opposed at least three. Within both blocs, only rarely did anyone
cross over with a vote. Of the 33 in the "anti" blocs, only one voted
for the Callaway proposition. This fact blew away their rhetorical
smokescreen that the suffrage.issue might endanger the constitution.
Thus'the delegates who opposed woman suffrage in principle also riéidly

opposed constitutional provision for legislative reappraisal, as well

11b1d., pp. 364, 452, 491, 856.
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as public exﬁressioﬁ on the issue. They did not want woman suffrage by
any prpcedure. Political ﬁartisanship was not a factor. N&r did
nativity of the delegétes seem to affeét‘their position, except among
the foreignﬂborﬁ. (Nine of the eleven foreign—born.men‘opposéa woman
suffrage.) Ho&ever, regionalldivision is clear.' The eight eastern
counties, moétly pléins, supﬁorted woman suffrage appréximately three
to one, while the eight couﬁties of the western mountain éréa‘(ﬁhere
popﬁlation was more concentrated) opposed ip in‘é:fatio:of'abéu;'threg
to two. o |

Sentiment obviously was not ripe for equal'suffrage as Montana
prepared for statehood. Evidence of popular interest in wéman suffrage
in 1889 is meager. Two unimpressive petitioné in support'of equal
suffrage reached the convention--one from Jefferson County signed by
‘ "several citizeﬁs” and the other, from Madison County, signed by
"Edwin Cooley, and 30 others."'17 Eva Warren Collier of Bedford, a tiny
gold mining town, likely sparked these petitions. A petition.form,with
exactly the same wording as those later submitted'totphe convention,
was included in a "Letter to the Editor' which'Mrs. Collier sent to the
Boulder Age (and presumably to other newspapers, since the Age was not

sympathetic toward woman.suffrage). She asked.adults of both sexes to

. sign, '"'the men as voters, ‘and the women -as caring enough for the ballot .

Yibid., pp. 64, 74.
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to ask for it."18 The WCTU made no public move on behalf of woman
suffrage at this'tiﬁeQ nor was there any remdnsfrance by anti-
suffragists.

Since the public had not rallied to the idea of equal sufffage,
.delegates‘to the Constitutional Convention were reluctant to sponsor
it as a constitutional item. Evén‘Walter Biékford opposed the vote for
women at that‘time, because ”the& do not avail themselves of the
privilege." Only én amendment proposed Ey fimothy Célliné, a Great
Falls banker and woolgrowér,Adireéfly tesfed the‘convention'é'position‘
on constituti;nal provision for equal suffrage. His amendﬁent to remove
sexual restriction from suffrage qualifications was voted down without

? The consensus of the delegates, as expressed

1
discussion, 25 to 43.
in convention debates, was that the male electorate wotild not be
receptive to woman suffrage, and there was doubt among those on both

sides of the qﬁestion that. the majority of the women wanted the ballot

then.

z

The framers of Montana's constitution constructed provisions
on suffrage with care. They decided to secure, in fundamental law, the

several political rights which women had exercised under territorial

18Bbulder Age, June 12, 1889, p. 3.

lgProceedings and Debates, 1889, p. 359.
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1egis1ative énactments:- This was a small gain in $ecurity for women's
rights. But the cbﬁveﬁgion's decision to shéckle women's-political
rights fq their 1889 Socid-political view was a giaﬁt step backward.
The delgates foreclosed:any modification of sﬁffrage rights, for men
or Women,‘exceﬁt by the cumbersome process of\cohétitutiohallameﬁdment.
Obtainmént of equai sufffage by that process obviously Would be
'1aborious ana greatly deiayed, It would have to be achieved through
persuasion of practical political powers énd by the grace of those
already enffénchised. Montana's crown lacked the adormment of progress

in political rights for women.




CHAPTER III

WOMEN LIBBERS OF THE 1890"S

| Suffragists and the WCTU, the Early Tie

Montana's firsf organized effort-to’gain‘the ballot for women.
came through the WOmen'é Christian Temperance Union (WCTU). In 1883 -
Frances Willard, national president'of.théﬂWCTU, helped to organizé'a
territoria; Chaptér in Butte and 1océl unions in Great'Falls,;
Marysville,_ﬁelena, and'Bozeman. Conceiving broad reform.and feminist
functions for the WCTU, she encouraged education of women, fuller
development of their capacities, and their right to vote. Organigers
of the Montana chapter unanimously endorsed the ballot for women, but
within the context of césting on "all questions pertaining to the
liquox traffic." The WCTU needed woman's ballot to obtain its moral
legis}ation——"to protect Montana homes." Thus the Union rationalized
a public sphere for women in respectable Victorian rhetoric, but it
shied off from promotion of woman suffrage as a natural right.1 The
infant organization petitioned Montana's 1884 Constituti&nal Convention
for‘a temperancé provision, but it did not suggest woman suffrage.

During the 1889_c0nvention the WCTU kept silent, for the national mood

had turned decisively agaiﬁst ppohibition.

In 1892 the Prohibition party, supported by the WCTU, ran a

nearly full slate of candidates in Montana. While most of its

‘Butte Miner, August 2, 1883; August 3, 1883.
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candidates drew-podrly'(arbund 550 to 750 votes) its nominee for State
Superintendent of Public Instruction, Mrs. Eva M; Hunter, attracted
moré than 4,06044even though wﬁmEn were not eligible to that office.
Except for that eleétién,'thé Prohibitioﬁ'péfty in ﬁontané ser#éd
primarily as an appendage to thé-nationél paft&, uﬂderwfiting its flat-
form, and naming Congressional candidates and‘ﬁfesidenfial eleétors.gﬁ
It no longer fan local candidates. ~The national Pfohibitién platform
és early as ié69 kand éxéébt for 1896) called for universél suffrage,
usually quaiifiéd_by education and full citizenship. Byv1888 its
'piatfbrm also struck at ééx discrimination in employment by de@anding
eqﬁal'wages for equal work.3 However, women's rights remained sub-
ordinate to other Prohiﬂiéion proposals for legislated reforms. Not
even the WCTU's bublication in Montana, The Voice, gave much space to
the suffrage stand of its political ally. |

‘Nationally, the WCTU's own emphasis' on woman suffrage dec}ined
after 1887, when Miss Willard began'to devote much of her time to inter-
national organization of women's interests. The shift was reflected iﬁ

Montana. Mary Long Alderson wrote in 1900 that many of Montana's

2Waldron, Montana Politics Since 1864, pp. 66-74, passim.

3Grimes, The Puritan Ethic agd Woman Suffrage, pp. 81, 86;
Boulder Age, June 6, 1888, p. 2. :
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. members thought that thé WCTU had moyed.too slowly oﬁ suffrage, and somé
had resigned in order to work more'vigordusly for woman's franchise.
But then the'suffréée élubs Beéame'diéCOuraged and disbéndéd'(except
| for the brief rally in 1902 and 1903), and the WCTU turned its atten-
tion to passage and enforcement of local option prohibitidn. In 1909
the 1,000 membérs,bf Monéana;s WCTU circulated petitions sent ﬁy NAWSA
fof a féderal suffrage amendment. In the meanwhilé, the WCTU offered
its members experiénce in ofganiza;ion and iﬁ public expression, and
fof manf'feéfs it supplied leaders to mgshﬁobﬁing Qome;'s‘érganiza_
tions. |

of the‘WCTU suffragists, Mary ﬁong Alderson was the most
remarkable and enduring. A native of Massachusetts,ishe'was inspired
by the "Bostonian" suffragists (including Lucy Stone, Henry Blackwell,
and their daughter Alice Stone Blackwell). This influence was encour-
aged by her father, and later by her husband,,Matthew Alderson (a

farmer, mine operator, and editor). Mrs. Alderson always credited

4Mary Long Alderson, "Thirty-Four Years in the Montana Women's
Christian Temperance Union, 1896-1930" (pamphlet, Montana State Univer-
sity archives, Bozeman), passim; Mary Long Alderson, "A Half Century
of Progress for Montana Women'" (typescript, Montana State University
archives, Bozeman), p. 8; Alderson, '"Montana," HWS, p. 796;-The Real
Issue, February 1, 1909, p. 7; April 1, 1909, p. 5.

Several Montana women -(including Mafy Long Alderson, the
Reverend Alice Barnes Hoag, Laura Howey, Delia Kellogg, Martha Rolfe
Plassman, Anna Walker, and Mary Wylie) were early -leaders -in both the
WCTU and the woman suffrage movement.
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Montana's men'With'generosity and sincerity, éven when she was baffled
by their illiberai resistance to woman suffrage. Although she valued
woman's ballot as a t061 to achie&e "réfdrmator& and progressive
1

measures,’

she expected nb'pahacea in woman suffrage. - Mrs. Aldersdn worked per-

sistently through the years to increase the ranks of the "white ribbon .

éisters" in Montana'g WCTU and to preparé theﬁ for responsible citizen-
shié. -As legislafive superinfendent for,ﬁhevWCTU, she took an educa;
tional approach in persuading the public and legislators. During
Montana's final suffrage campaign in ;914, Mary Long Alderson (as
president) gave the WCTIU suffragists plucky leaderghif'that matched

. 5
Jeannette Rankin's forcefulness.

Ella Knowles, Populist

In her 1966 manuscript, Mary Long Aldersén paid special tribute
to several Monféna women outside the WCTﬁ who worked individually fdr
women's rights: -to Mrs. P. A. Dann of Great-Falls (tater Kalispell),

a contemporary of Susan B..Anthony, for suffrage service and financial
help; to Clara McAdow' as the "most prominent among the:earliest workers

for suffrage;'" and to Dr. Mary Moore Atwater of Marysville for her

5Alderéon, "A Half Century of Progress for Montana Women," and
miscellaneous memorabilia in the archives of Montana State University,
Bozeman; interview with Myrtle Alderson Griswold, daughter of Mary.
Long Alderson, April 30, 1973.

as a meliorative social force to complement men's qualities,
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sustaining efforts. But.Mrs.'Alderson's highest commendation was’
bestowed on Ella Knowles, "by far the most prominent woman in the

political histofy.of the state,' who "nbbl} battled for thé enlarge~
ment of WOmanﬁé 1ega1'righfs." ‘

Ella Kﬁowles‘was born.to an old-stock, rural gentry family in
New Hampshire in the early 1860's, ‘a pfec@éioué only child. When Ella
was fourgeén,Hher motﬁef died. She enrolled at Béfes'éollege
(Leﬁiston, Maine) in 1886, when coeducatipn was still ; controvgrsial'
-issue there. Rising to the challenge in a mostlf male:schobl, shé
became the first female editor of the coliege magaziné and the school's
first female debater. After graduating with high hoﬁors, Miss Knowles
étudied law with a Neﬁ Hampshire law firm. However,.for reasons
unclear, she headed West, teaching at an Iowa college and then in Salt
Lake City_beforé settling in Helena, Montana, in 1887. There she
taught in public school and quickly advanced to principal. But law
was her abiding ahbition, so she associated witﬁ the Kinsley law offiée
in Helena and resumed stud§ of law. At that time Montana did not

permit women to practice law. On behalf of Miss Knowles, Councilman

‘Walter Bickford successfully sponsored a bill in the Territorial
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Legislature of'188§ to admit women to the bar.6 In December of that
year_Ella Knpwles became Mpntana?s"firetawomantlawyef. By April her
privilege extended intO'federal courts,
During the 1892 election canpaign, Elle Knowles weiked into
nhe political limelight as the Populist (People'é—Party) candidate for

state attérney general.' The Helena Independent, annoyed that its

rivals had recommended endorsement of Miss Knowles by the magor partles,
questioned her e11g1b111ty for the office. The paper planted doubt

that Miss Knowles met the minlmum age of 30 to serve that office. It
quoted an "esteemed and venerable" journal of her native community which

estimated her age at "about 20 years old." The Independent pointed

out, too, the constitutional implication of Section 2 of the Suffrage

Article: fhat only persons who were privileged with the general fran-

chise could be eligible to state offices. The constitutidnvplainly

SMiss Rnowles was credited with drafting that bill. During
final House debate, Representative J. D. Joslyn, of Deer Lodge County,
proposed that '"any lady desiring to practice law should be .over 30
years of age, have -decided convictions on the question of matrimony,
and be firmly of the opinion that marriage is a failure." He was
ruled out of order and evidently dropped his idea. (Butte Miner,
February 9, 1889.) Some years later Miss Knowles reflected that the
legislators had played a "fine joke'" on her: by prearrangement nearly
all had spoken against the bill then voted in favor of it. (Reprint
from the San Francisco Examiner, in the Helena Independent, May 28,
1895, p. 5.) The Miner had given no clue of jest in its report about
Joslyn. ‘

7Progressive-Men of Montana (Chicago: A. W. Bowen and Co.,
1901), pp. 472-473; Helena Independent, January 12, 1890, p. 5.
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limited woman suffrage to district school elections. So how could Ellé
Knowles hold the high office to.which she aspir.ed'.’8
Answering regukes for his ungallant attempt to ' force the lady

to declare her age, the Independent's editor revealed that what

gravelled him was the audacity of women in.politics:

In these.days when women are competing at every point
with men, holding immense conventions to secure political
‘privileges, campaigning all over the country, running for
office, serving -as school superinténdents, and in many
cases castlng their ballots like men,_no sens1ble woman
cares a rap about concealing her age.

Ella Knowles coyly assured the public that, if elected, she would meet

s . P . 10
the constitutional qualification on age.

An anonymous lawyer, in the Helena Herald of August 4, presented
a public brief defending the eligibility of female lawyers to the post
of state attorney general, He cited statutes which admittéd women to

the bar and  which defined masculine pronouns to be generic.ll Ella

8Helena Independent, July 29, 1892, p. 4.
Ibid., July 31, 1892, p. 4.

loln the interview with the San Francisco Examiner, op. cit.,
Miss Knowles admitted that she was not yet 30 when nominated.

11

That month District Judge William J. Pemberton, of Butte,
also asserted broader legal rights for Montana women. Mrs. Thomas
Leonard had charged a boy with 1arceny'as bailee. His attorney asked
Judge Pemberton to dismiss the case on the ground that the plaintiff,
as a married woman, could neither own money independently nor be recog-.
nized by the court; her husband could have taken this legal action or

they could. have brought it jointly. Judge Pemberton recognized equal
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anwles would meet all spécial qualifications outlined in the consti-
tution for thg office of attorney general: 30 years'minimum age,
admission to practicé in the state's supreme couri, and current good
standing. Her defender claimed that "many of the leading lawyers of
Butte City), és*weil as Helena" concurred in thié,view. Incumbent
Attorney Geﬁeral Henri J. Haskell, ﬁer Republican opﬁonent, pledggd
to certify.Miss Knowles should she win the-éleci:ion.12

The issue of Ella Knoﬁles; eligibility remained a monkey‘on hgr
back despite spirited statewide campaign involving nationai issugs,
notably free 'silver, which she preferred to discgss. "In a8 Bozeman
speech, near the end of the-campaigﬁ, Miss Knowles presented the
opinion of United States Attorney General Miller=Which stated that she
could be inducted into office; she just neéded the votes.

Ella Knbwles proved herself an eloquent protagénisf in the 1892
campaign. To overcome‘the third-party handicap, Populists started
their campaign early and vigorously. By mid-June, more ihan three

months before the state conventions of the major parties, the Populists

dignity for women before the law. (Missoulian, August 18, 1892, p. 4.)
‘This interpretation seemed to challenge Judge Blake's decision of 1889
that women were legal non-entities unless blessed by explicit statute.-

12 homas A. Clinch, Urban Populism and Free Silver In Montana:

A Narrative of Ideologyin Political Action (Missoula: University of
Montana Press, 1970), p. 59. )

13Helena Independent, November 5, 1892, p. 8.

~
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had selected their slate. In mid-August national 1ea§ers James Weaver
and Mary Lease stumped Helena and Butte. By late August Ella Knowles
and Will Kennedy, the Populist gubernatorial candiéate, had kicked off
an extensive cambaign through central and eastern Montana. After mid-
September they canvassed the western érea.14 fhe Democfats trailed
the Populist teém with "truth squads,'" but Knowles and Kennedy retained
credibility. Even newspapers of differing political colors acclaimed
Miss Knowles' ability. She earned the accolade, "Portia of the
People's Party."15

Custer and Dawson counties comprised approximately the eastern
one-third of the state in 1892, and Chouteau County stretched broa&ly
across north central Montana. Miss Knowles ran poorly in these rural
counties, but she was relatively weakest in Fergus and Yellowstone
counties. Her sfreﬁgth, like that of the Peop}e's Party, lay in the
more urban west. Miss Knowles led her race in the mining counties of
Deer Lodge, Jefferson, and Silver Bow. In the.final tally for the

attorney general post, Haskell was re-elected by a vote of 16,606,

14According to Mary Long Alderson (HWS, IV, p. 800), Miss
Knowles addressed more than 80 audiences and "alone organized some
fourteen counties." This claim may be exaggerated. Montana then had
16 counties. The Independent counted her speech in Bozeman, just
three days prior to the election, as her 56th~-still a commendable
performance. (Helena Independent, November 2, 1892, p. 8.)

15Clinch, Urban Populism and Free Silver in Montana, pp. 59,

84.
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while Edward Day (Democrat) ran second with 15,377 and Knowles came

in last with 11,464.. However, she garnered more votes than did

- anyone else uqder éhe Populist label--3,671 more than Keﬁnedy and

'4,438 more than the. Congressional candidate, Caldwell Edwards . ° Ella

Knéwles' subétéﬁtial,lead oﬁer the rest of‘fhe ticket is evidence that
Montana's male electorate sgriously considered a ﬁomaﬁ fof high office
in 1892, a major election year. |

Henri'HaSkell‘éppéintéd Miss anWles his assistant attprney
general, a position she filled capably for four years.:'éhe disting—l
uished herself professionally in litigation before the United States
Department of Interior in Washington. Meanwhile (on May'23} 1895)
Ella Knowles married Attorney General Haskell, a 52-year old widower.
After public office the Haskells briefly tfied a law partnership in
Helena, but they separated their professional and marital relation-
ship in 1897. Ella continued practice there until 1902,-then in Butte
until her death in January 1911. Henri returned to Glendive. 1In
additipn to her successful law practice, Ella Knowles Haskell owned

and managed mining properties. In 1900 she was a delegate to the

16Waldron, Montana Politics Since 1864, pp. 66-74. Two con-

temporaneous sources declared that Ella Knowles came in a ‘close second,
leading her ticket by 5,000 (Alderson, HWS, IV, p. 800) and 7,000 .(San
Francisco Examiner, op. cit.) - This paper accepts Waldron's figures,

- which are baséd on records in the office of Secretary of State.
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Internationa; Mining Congress (in Milwaqkee) and was élected to the
executive cémmittee.l

Ella Knpwies Haskell continued to contfibute energetically -to
éxpaﬁsion of women'§ legal and political roles in Montana. In 1896 she
was delegate to cbunty, state, énd'batioﬁai Populist conventions. At
the latter, in-St. Louis, shé waé elected to a four-year office on' the
National Cbﬁmittee.‘ Mrs. ﬁaskell was again active in county'aﬁd state -
conventions in l900;l§;6moting fusion és Wellsaé equal suffragg.’ She
did secure Pqpulist planks in Montana'endorSihg equal suffréée in' 1896
and 1900, a period wheﬁléhe was among the strongest 1eé&ers‘of.the“ |
Montana Woman Suffrage Association;18 Her diligence'stemmed from wide
_involvement in affairs of business and govermment. She understood
tﬂat women ﬁad practical need of greater eﬁuality, bue.most importantly
to Ella Knowles Haskell, equality for woﬁén was simple justice. Her
feminist attitude was typical of the well-educated ahd professional

women who led the suffrage clubs in the late 1890's.

17Progr.essive Men of Montana, p. 473; San Francisco Fxaminer,

"~ op. cit.; Helen Fitzgerald Sanders, A History of Montana, II (Chicago
and New York: Lewis Publishing Company, 1913), p. 11863 city
directories for Helena and Butte, passim.

18ProgressivelMen of Montana, p. 473; Daily Missoulian,
January 28, 1911, pp. 1, 6.
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Awakening Queens

The political turmoil during the early years of Montana's
statehood and the Panic of 1893 overshadowed issues of women's rights.
Equal sqffrage; as a public issue, lay dormant until the 1895 legis—-

lative session.

The first state legislatufe was stymied by an unresolved election

controversy, but the seéond session, which met in garly 1891, got the
business of.statehood underway. In 1893, three Populists manipulated
a balance of power in the 1egisl§ture, while the Clark and Daly
factions of the Democratic party fought over the United States Senate
seat with shameless corruption--and then left it vacant. The legisla-
ture awarded units of Montana's system of higher education to jealous
losers in the fight for the capital site, but otherwise it neglected
much public business. The Missoulian pronounced "the Democracy" in

919 And so it nearly was. The next election

Montana ''dead and damned.
decimated Democratic ranks to give harmonious cont;ol of state govern-
ment to the Republicans. In the wake of the record of irresponsible'
government, a current of reform ran strong in the 1895 assembly. It
passed a corrupt practices act and a great volume of other moral and

regulatory statutes. This was a favorable mood for reconsideration of

woman- suffrage.

Missoulian, March 1, 1893, p. 23 March 2, 1893, p. 1; March 3,

1893, p. 1.
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' vﬁut.more than this reform setting brought forth the suffrage
question. Women themselves had demonstrated political interest and
acumen as the electorate in 1894 prepared to choose between Helena and
Anaconda for permanent location of the state capital. William A, Clark
(of Butte) favored Helené over Marcus Daly's Anacondé; so a political
battle raged, heavily financed by the mining magﬁates.

Early in the fight a fscurrilous pamphlet" which burlesqued

Helena society was published anonymously, perhaps by Daly's Anaconda
Standard. Clark's Bﬁtte Miner protested that some remarks'abogt Helena_
women were "'in violation of every propriety, an invasion of sacred
ground and a wanton disregard of the tender sentiments of the home."20
women who Ha& favored Helena for the state capital now had a respectable,
womanly reason to enter the political fray. The preamble of the
Women's Helena For the Capital Club rationalized fheir mission: they
organized not only to save theix beloﬁed state from falling into the
hands of a foreign corporation, but also to refute '"the slurs cast
upon us and our innocent children."'21 A delegation from Helena, in
Missoula to assist their sympathetic sisters in organizing for politi-

cal action, justified their new political role in traditional terms:

20Butte Miner, September 25, 1894, p. 4.

21Helena Herald, October 6, 1894, p. 1.
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We feel this is a struggle in which the women of the
state have as much right to engage as the men; for on the
result will depend very largely the future welfare and
happiness of our homes and our children.22

The Miner recognized no breach of customary spheres as women sallied

into politics:

And

!

Where if not in the hearts of the gracious queens of
our homes, are the impulses of all that is good and true
and ennobling? . May their advice.be heeded, their counsel
respected and their interests protected by the men who
march to the polls . . . .23

‘the Helena Herald commended their peffofmance:

From morning until night fair woman is pleading for a
state's salvation with the irresistible eloquence of a lovely
advocate for a just cause. . . . [T)lhe ladies are doing nobly
with the masculine weapons of organization and active
campaigning. ’

Complementing well-organized men's efforts, the women's capital

campaign was energetic and efficient: door-to-door canvasses, a state-

wide network for correspondence and distribution of promotional litera-

ture, speeches in major cities (William A. Clark arranged a Northern

Pacific car for their travel), and appeals to isolated rural women and

to the clergy to use their influence. Anaconda's unchivalrous swipe

at the softer sex had backlashed, and the cause of feminine politics in

Montana gained momentum.

22Missoulian, October 23, 1894, p. 4.

23-Butte Miner, September 24, 1894, p. 4.

24Hele'na Herald, October 23, 1894, p. 4.
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Representative John Huseby; a Populist from Lewis and Clark
County, was the champion rf eéual suffrage in the 1895 legislature.
His bill'tHB 46) proposed to amend the constitution #so as to extend
the right of sﬁffragé to women of the same age an& qualifications of-
meﬁ.” The House ‘Committee Qn Privileges and Elections recommended that
the biil pass if amended to prohibit "any femalé to ﬁoid the.offiée of
Judge of any Court, Sherifr, Constable or Peace Officers; or to serve
as a juror, excepting in cases where the personal or property rights
of either wémenAor children are concerned." The House accepted these
restrictions and passed Hu;eby's bill 42 to 12; a slight margin over
the necessary two~thirds vote for a constitutional amendment.

Curt Senate action on the equal suffrage bill caﬁe as no
surprise. There Populist T. W. Brosnan, of Cascade County, had pre-
sented three supporting petitions: the first-bearing about 230
women's names, the second signed by 1,500 women, and the last sub-
mitted by the Great Falls American Federation of Labor.26 Nonetheless,

the Dillon Examiner drolly commented, "That body contains a number of

25House Journal of the Fourth Session of the Legislative
Assembly, pp. 46, 194, 286; Helena Herald, February 16, 1895, p. 1;
Mary Long Alderson file, Montana Historical Sociéty Library, Helena.
26Butte Miner, February 13, p. 3; February 24, p. 1; February
27, p. 1; Helena Independent, February 13, p. 5; February 24, p. 8;
February 27, p. 5.
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‘staid old benedicts and confirmed bachelors who are proof'against all

' The Missoulian looked to efficacy of prayer.27

feminine allurements.'
But the Miner thought it noted a "change coming over the august solons"
and reported that several senators were asking the women dear to them
for advice.28 ‘It praised the "lady lobbyists" who were doing '"'moble
work in their own cause." But when the political chips wére counted,
most senators stuck by their male predilectioh. On February 26 the
committee reported the bill without recommendation. On éhe following
déy, without any debéte.whaésoever, the Senate killed the woman
suffrage bill by a non-roll call voﬁe of 14 to 4.29 The 1895 Senate
took pride in rapid dispatch of business in brief sittings, so the
superficial treatment of this bill was in character.30

Although partisan alignment was not evident in the Senate, some

was discernible in the House. The Huseby bill was supported by all 14

27"Montana Comment," Butte Miner, February 22, 1894, p. 4.

28Ibid., February 25, p. 1.

9Senators who favored the bill were George Brown (R) of

‘Beaverhead, T. W. Brosnan, C. H. Eggleston (D) of Deer Lodge, and Reno

Swift (R) of Custer. Ramsdell and Hoffman were absent. (Helena
Herald, February 27, 1895, p. 1l; Butte Miner, February 28, 1895, p. 1.)
David Folsom, president pro tem and a skilled parliamentarian who
opposed the Huseby bill, chaired the Senate that day. (Senate Journal,
p. 219.)
30Butte Miner, February 19, 1895, p. 6; Helena Independent,
February 27, 1895, p. 5.
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Poéulists and by 27 Republicans, although all 12 negative votes were
cast by Republicans (since Democrats were all but éxcluded from the
House) . Silvér Bow éounty (usually Democratic) had an all Republican
delegatién’ﬁhich'éupporfed HB 46 by a 9 to 1 vote.31

Newépaﬁeré generally were ambigﬁous in‘their stand on wbman
suffrage. The Miﬂéﬁs éfter applauding the‘Ladies‘Capital Committee,
was restrained until the demise of equal suffrége in the Senate; then
it treated woman suffrage as an quorthy notion and praised Montana
women for their deferenée to .the iﬁtegri;y and chivalry of the 'trouser-

n32 The Missoulian was

wearing and bewhiskered wielders of the ballot.
non-commital and did not rank woman suffrage among the important issues

before the legislature. The Helena Independent published no editorial

to promote the Huseby bill when it might have influenced legislative
action, but it came out in bitter denunciation of the Senate later:

It was in vain that the chivalrous Brosnan rallied to
its support three other champions as doughty as himself. 1In
vain to pour petitions upon ears that did not wish to
hear. . . . The stolid Metzel, of Madison, sat, as on the

_ memorable 22nd, with unyielding visage. Unyielding with
him was Folsom, of Meagher, determined to retrieve the
reputation for courage so shrewdly endangered by his

31Waldron, Montana Politics Since 1864, p. 82; Missoulian,
February 20, 1895, p. 1; Butte Miner, February 28, 1895, p. 1.

-32Butte Minér, March 2, 1895, p. 4.
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former undignified retreat before the bloodless charge of the
crinoline brigade. With them and like unto them voted 13
other- lords of creation, and tolled the knell of woman
suffrage hopes. . 33

The Helena Herdld and the Missoula Democrat also chastised the senators

for their omnipotent pose ip denying a popular vote on the question of
equal fraﬁchise. The Independent rebuked_deernor Rickards'for fajlure
to.support‘the suffrage bill and cri;icized the women of-Montana for
lack of cohesion. The editor_urged women to qualify for.inteiligent
political participation andltb gird themselves forl"a 16ng pull,‘é

strong pull, and a pull all together."34 Gird they did.

Girded Women

The National American Woman Suffrage Association (NAWSA) quickly
followed up the prospecf in Montana. Idaho-suffragists had asked Mrs.
Emma Smith DeVoe, organizer for NAWSA, to help them prepare for their
1896 referendum, so Mrs. DeVoe changed her itinerary to iﬁclude Montana .

Beginning May 15, 1895, in Miles City, she helped to establish 14

-33Helena Independent, March 1, 1895, p. 4. German-born Repre-

sentative H. Knippenberg (R), Beaverhead, was of kindred soul. He had
advised women to quit their lobbying, that the legislators were '"lords
in power . . . asking and extending favors to no one." (Helena
Herald, February 16, 1895, .p. 1.)

34Hélenain&ependent,'March 1, 1895, p. 4.
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suffrage clubs across the state, most of them along the route of the
Northern Pacific Railway.35

.In eafly September the Helena Equal suffrage_Assoéiation,
headed by Sarepta Sanders, hosted delegates from nearby clubs (Great
Falls, Butté, Mafysville, and Bozeman). to form the Montana Woman
Suffrage Association (MWSA).36 In addition to encouraging letters
from President Su§an B. Anthony and Dr. Anna Howard‘Shéw, NAWSA sent
Mrs. Carrie Chépman Catt, chairman of ifs new Organization Committee, to
assist the fledgling state organization. Several prominent Montana

men extended their support. Lieutenant Governor Alexander Botkin, the

Reverend T. B. Moore, and Colonel Wilbur F. Sanders spoke at well-

35Chapters were located in Miles City, Billings, Red Lodge,

Big Timber, Livingston, Bozeman, Helena, Marysville, Great Falls,
Butte, Dillon, Virginia City, Anaconda, and Missoula. (Larson, "Battle
for the Ballot," p. 30.) According to Larson, a short-lived suffrage
club, in Helena in 1890, had preceded these.

36Helena had 17 delegates, Great Falls 5, Marysville and Bozeman
each 4, and Butte 3. Officers elected were: president, Mrs. Harriet
Sanders of Helena (Sarepta's sister-in-law and wife of the former U. S.
Senator and Vigilante); vice president, Mrs, Martha Rolfe Plassman of
Great Falls (daughter of Sidney Edgerton, first governor of Montana
Territory); corresponding secretary, Mrs. Delia Kellogg of Helena;
recording secretary, Mrs. Mary Long Alderson of Bozeman; treasurer,
Dr. Mary Moore Atwater of Marysville; auditors, Mrs. Martha Dunkel
(sometimes ''Dunckel") of Butte and Mrs. Mary Curtis Knowles of Missoula
(wife of Judge Hiram Knowles, no relation to Ella); and delegate-at-
large, Mrs. Mary Wylie of Bozeman. (Montana Woman Suffrage Association
First Convention 1895, in the Mary Long Alderson collection, Montana
Historical Society Library, Helena; Helena Independent, September 4,
1895, p. 63 HWS, pp. 796, 796n. ‘ ’
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attended open sessions; and Governor John Rickards, who was out-of-
state, sent a complimentary letter.

The convention surveyed the hiétory and methods of.-the natioénal
movement and marked the status of Méntana women. The suffragists were
confident that-the "new woman" would vote--her c;use was just. Their
concern, however, was for broad women's rights. Dr. Mary Moore Atwater,
physician to the mining community of Marysville, éutlined her view of
MWSA objectivés? The women did not éxpect woman suffraée to revolu-
tionize‘the'worl&,'rather they wanted to abolish sex prejudice in order .
to share oppérfunities and recognition. She comméndgd Montana's
property statutes for women, but she criticized unwritten laws: "As
professional women we find many positions closed fo us. Women of con-
ceded ability are not regarded as eligible to paying positions in state
or company~institutions.37 Ella Knowles Haskell, still assistant

38
attorney general, reported on the legal status of Montana women,

The state suffrage organization was also referred to as the
Montana Equal Suffrage Association (MESA), possibly because some
suffragists, notably Mrs. DeVoe, preferred that concept. This paper
reserves use of 'MESA" for the final period of Montana's suffrage
campaign.

?7Helena Independent, September 4, 1895, p. 6.

8 . . . -
Despite Mrs. Haskell's central role in promotion of women's

. rights, she was not prominent in the initial phase of Montana's organi-
zation for equal suffrage due to her injury and wedding.

Dr. Mary Moore (Atwater) practiced in Salt Lake City, then in
Bannock, Montana, until the gold rush ended there. She returned to
Chicago for post-graduate work and then came back to Montana, as
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Helena had been the hub éf Montana's ' equal suffrage movement
since the caﬁpaign:tO‘locaté the capitalr In June, 1896, a second
suffrage club organized in that city, an evening chapter which afforded
participatioh by-bqsiness women. Mrs. DeVoe had apprdved, and according
to club minutes, the‘two grodps‘énjoyed a coopérétive relationship.
The Helena Business Women's Suffrage Club (HBWSA) probed involvement of
local Negro wﬁmen in the.s;ffrage ﬁovement, studied ciéic processes
and community'probléms; and was attentive to labor aﬁd‘silver questions,
A number of this cl#b's members served as state suffrage ieaders, among
them Dr. Mgria Dean, Mrs. Thomas Waléh, Madame Roena ﬁedini, and Mrs.’
Haskell.39

Members of thié new Helena clﬁf promoted equai suffrage at the
state conventions of fhe Republican, Democratic, an& Populist parties
in the fall of 1896. Tﬁe major partigs'refused. But as a delegate to
the Populisf éoﬁvention, Mrs. Haskell secured a platformvplank'which
demanded "the sameé political and econoﬁic rights for women as ‘are

40

enjoyed by men." While adoption of this plank caused considerable

mining company doctor in the Marysville area. There she married A. B.
Atwater. Dr. Atwater cared little about social status or money, but
her interest in people and women's rights ran deep and warm.
(Alderson, "A Half Century of Progress.for Montana Women," pp. 12-13;
interview with Mrs. Agnes Wiggenhorn, friend, January 23, 1974.)

39Minute book of the Helena Business Women's Suffrage Club,
Montana Historical Society Library, Helena, passim.

40Butte Miner, September 4, 1896, p. 1.
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stir at the convention, it got little subsequent play outside suffrage
circles. Populists were absorbed by the more pressing issues of
bimetallism, labor, and dirgct legislation.

immediately f0116§ing the general eléctionléf 1896, the MWSA
held its secoﬁa annual convention, in Butte, primarily téuplan for an
equal suffrage drivé in the coming legislature. Montana then had 19
dués—payihg suffrage.clubs with an aggregate membership of nearly 300.
Mrs. DeVoe .had again helped to organize local clubs during the preceding
spring. Although Virginia City ﬁad dropped and several others were.
inactive, 11 new locales had clubs: Glendive, Fofs?the, Castle, White ‘
Sulphur Springs, Townsend, Bouldetr, Basin, Deer Lodge, Philipsburg,
Hamilton, and Victor. Lewis andIClark County suffrage clubs had asso-
ciated in.August, 1896, on the initiative of Dr., Mary Moore A;twater.[‘\1
Again, only nearby clubs participated in the convention--the Lewis and
Clark County association, Helena (two clubs), Butte (two clubs),
Marysville; Bozeman, and Livingston. Np NAWSA figure attended. fhe
convention noted that Montana trailed other western statés; Wyoming,

Colorado, Utah, and Idaho had alreédy extended full franchise to women.

41Helena Independent, November 20, 1896, p. 5; Mary Long
Alderson, '"Woman's Sufferage [sic] in Montana,'" September 1900 manu-
script for HWS, IV, Montana Historical Society Library, Helena; Minute
Book of the Helena Business Women's Suffrage Club, op. cit.
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The problem was to pry the question out of the legislature and place it
before Montana's electorate. Helena suffragists dominated the new

roster of MWSA officers;.they would bear the brunt of work during the

1897 legislative aésembly;42

A suff;age lobby, referred to as the "législative committee,ﬂ
was established under the direction of Ella Knowles Haskell with.
representatives from nearly every county to bolster the major task
force of 26 from Lewis and Clark County (Helena).43 The Heléna
Independent described the lobbyists' plan of operatiom:

[Tlhe duty of the committee will be first to ascertain’
just where every member of the house and senate stands on
the question and then to make a systematic attack upon the
strongholds of those who have been so unwary as to betray
the fact that they are opposed to it. Everything is to be
done in the most systematic manner possible. Regular relays
are to be told [sic] off for special duty of seeing certain
refractory members. They are to be relié¢ved at intervals,
and new women with new faces and new arguments will occasion-
ally drop in on the members to make life more pleasant for

42New MWSA officers were: president, Mrs. Ella Knowles Haskell
of Helena; vice president, Miss Sarepta Sanders of Helena; corre-
sponding secretary, Rev. Florence Kollock Crooker of- Helena; recording
secretary, Mrs. -Mary Long Alderson of Bozeman re-elected; treasurer,
Dr. Mary Moore Atwater of Marysville re-elected; auditors, Mrs. Martha
Dunkel of Butte re-elected and Mrs. Minnie Hickox of Livingston; and
Mrs. M. S. Cummins delegate-at-large, Helena. Mrs. Wilbur Sanders was
naméd honorary president after declining re-election. Dr. Atwater
attended national convention in May 1897. (Helena Independent, November
20, 1896, p. 5; HWS, IV, p. 797.)

43The Helena Independent (January 10, 1897, p. 8) reported that
all counties were represented in the lobby, but only 18 or the 23 were
listed ‘with named suffragists. Missing were Carbon, Chouteau; Madison,
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him [sic]. . . . The senate is yet an unknown quantity, but
an especial effort is to be made to bring the senators
around. . . . The women would not be satisfied entirely even

if they had a 1arge enough vote to carry the measure through
They want to make as good a showing as they possibly can.

The equal suffrage bill of 1897 (HB 37), sponsored by Democrat

R. B. Hill of Missouia, retained the basic'wordingloffthe;constitution.

' It proposed simply to delete "male" from voter qualifications and to

insert Vwithout‘regafd to sex" relative to eligibiiity to hold office.
This implied full political rights for wdmen.44 |

On January 18, the day before the Houee Commiﬁtee on Privileges -
and Elections heard suffragists‘ testimony, petitions asking the law-
makers to refer. the equal suffrage issue to the electorate 'deluged"
the lower chamber. Siiver Bow,. the most densely populated county, was
notable for its deérth‘of signers--it yielded about 50 male petitioners.
However, Ceeter had "several hundred" signers, Meagher 200, Cascade,

" and Lewis and Clark '"'several

300, Missoula "six type written pages,
yards of names." Others came in later to total more than 2,500 signa-

tures from many parts of the state.45 Although the committee divided

over the merits of woman suffrage, it unanimously recommended submission

Teton, and Valley counties. Possibly these sent lobbyists later, but
only Carbon, among these, had a suffrage club.

44Helena Tndependent, January 10, 1897, p. 8.

45Helena Herald, January 18, 1897, p. 5; February 8, 1897
p. 5; Helena Independent January 19, 1897, p. 5.
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of the ameéndment. The bill was printed. 1In apptreciation the women
sent boxes of aﬁplés for all.of the representatives, regardless of
;héir vote on the 5ili.46

~ The equal éuffrage bill was placed on special order for con—.
sideration‘by-the‘Cbmﬁittee of ;he~Whole on Februafy 9. Supporters
overf lowed ﬁhe géliéfieé and filled available space on theufloor, many
étanding, “even to the speékér{s desk." Reépresentative Hill was the
main sﬁegker oﬁ behalf of his_biil. ‘Trying to downplay debate over
the.prinéiple of woman suffrage, he pleaded primarily that the legis-~
lature allow a popular-vote on the iésue——thét waé the least Wémen
could aék.and ﬁhe least the legislatofs could grant. But he also
underscored the principle of equal repreéentation. He alleged that
no good reason had ever: been tendered for denying women fhe justice
to particiﬁate-in government. <mean~had not been.consulted in tﬁe
decision that man‘should~represent her. As the men who jealously
guarded their own franchise realized, only the ballot offered security

of rights. Why deny suffrage to thoée women who did want'it?47

46Helena Independent, January 20, 1897, p. 6; January 23, 1897,
p. 5. Helena Herald, January 22, .1897, p. 5. Boulder Age, February 3,
1897, p. 4. House Journal 1897, p. 102. '

47Helena Independent, February 10, 1897, p. 1.
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Hili’then moved that Ella Knowles Haskell be permitfed to speak.
Such a privilege ‘to a non-legislator was prohibited by House rules and
wasbwitﬁsut known ﬁrecedent an&where;'.But because of national interest
in the édfff&ge meaéufé; tﬁe éoions voted 44 té 17 to suspend the.
rules. In her short speech, Mrs. Haskell asked only that, the 68 men
there allow the 50,000 male voters an expression on woman suffrage.
She promised'unceasing'petitions until that be done and noted that no
remonstranée against the grant of the ballot had been presented by the.
women of Montana, as had sbme "lily-fingered, blue-blooded dames" in
Massachusetts. Montana women deserved trust and-féir tféatment.48

Ceorgé L. Ramsey, Gallatin Couhty Democrat, was the major
spokesman against the Hill bill. He never touched oﬂ the quéstion of
democratic subﬁission to the voters, the point of the suffrage measure.
Instead he expounded for nearly an hour and a half on the ideological
errors of woman suffrage. He contended that woman was queen and abso-
lute ruler in her God-designéted sphere, but she had no place in poli-~
tics. Tﬁe Bible decreed that man should rule, and historic females

who had usurped man's sphere (such as Cleopatra, Bloody Mary, and

48Butte Miner, February 10, 1897, p. 2. Helena Independent,

February 10, 1897, p. 6. The Boston Committee of Remonstrants had
organized in the early 1880's and worked against suffragists not only’
in Massachusetts, but also in several other states during the rest of
that decade. Beginning in 1890 these "antis" published The
Remonstrance. (Flexner, Century of Struggle, pp. 295-296.)
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Joan of Arc) provided disastrous proof of its consequences. Seeing a

radical threat in woman suffrage, Ramsey warned, ''Give the woman ‘the

. ballot and you will absolutely change the political lines in this

state." Since women were more susceptible to emotional persuasion than
men, the church would become a polltlcal caucus with the clergy in
control. Then c1t1ng an alleged school electlon 1rregular1ty in Butte,
Ramsey denied that women would purify politics. Mary Lease, who was
traveling around the country with a man (General Weaver) not her
hueband, was a striking example of what woman might come to in
politics. And Ramsey implied that the Montana suffragists themselves
were unbecoming mooels of womanhood--a female lobbyist wes a most
pitiful and'reuoltrng sight. He revered woman for her purity and

hoped that she might never grow less divine.

Representative Dennis Shovlin also cast aspersions on the sort
of woman who wanted suffrage. He suggested that many suffragists were
alienated from norﬁal womanly fulfillment of home and husband. He
charged that the strong-willed leaders were ambitious(for "fat

political oFfices."™?

) 49Butte Miner, February 10, 1897, p. 2; Helena Independent,.
February 10, 1897, p. 6; Helena Herald, February 9, 1897, p. 8;
February 10, 1897, p. 5.
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Opponents to the Hill bill belittléd the petitions, too,
although Montana women had éuccessfully experimented with petitions
before——to raise the age of consent for girls and to‘secufe local-
optién.iiqﬁor coﬂtrol. The House granted Miss Sarépta Séﬁders special.
floor'privilégé'as they had to Mrs. Haskell. After chiding the legis- _
lators for péor-grammér Miss Sanders éntreatingly asked what course
other than petition was open to women to register their interest, and
she protested that legislators should scoff at the right of petition.50

Becauge'HB 37lwas engfossed upon receipt, ra;her than awaiting
normal sequence among other bills, its réturn to the House on the day
following debate was a surprise. Extremely few women ﬁere present, but
a call of the house rallied all representafives for the -final vote on
this major business. Hill himself moved to cut off further-debafe. The
vote tallied 41 to 27, 5 short of the two-thipds majority required for -
an amendﬁeht proposai.51 :

"The woman suffrage campaign of 1897 unquestionably was well

organized and‘energetically executed. Helena women spearheaded the

5OHelena Independent, Fébruary 10, 1897, p. 6.

51Butte Miner, February 11, 1897, p. 3; Helena Independent,

February 11, 1897, p. 5; Helena Herald, February 11, p. 5..
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drive, but advocates from all areas of the sprawling frontier'state
participated at a time when communication and tr;vellwere still diffi-
cult., It was a commendable achiévemen; for an abstract capse.\ However,
there are ipdications that.the petitiong and the‘lbbﬁyingwchénged few
legislators"vétes.'

The suffragists' lobby.perhaps antagonized some of the non-

converts. The Helena Herald complained that House rules barred lobby~-

ists from the floor during sessions, "yet hardly a day . . . has.passed
that there has not been half a dozen of the recognized female leaders
of this measure seated inside or near the different members whose

."52' While the Billings Times felt

that a popular vote on woman suffrége was only fair, it gave restrained
support? "We don't admire soﬁe of these women who have made theméelves
notoriogs in politics. We detest theﬁ as much as we do -an effeminate
man."53 Clearly the woman in politics was not popularly accepted in
Montana.

Too, the women evidently actéd in poor grace during.Ramsey's
speech and handicapﬁed theif cause. When he argued that woman suffrage
was un—éhristian, a point that many proponents had assumed was a dead

issue, the women '"could not refrain from a burst of derisive laughter."
3 N

52Helena Herald, February 8, 1897, p. 5.

53Reprint in the Helena Independent, February 2, 1897, p. 4.
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An embellished account in the Independent also reported that the women
responded to the Butte election anecdote with "peals of silvery laughter.'
Such behavior could ﬁardly persuade Victorian males.54 |

The sufffagists‘probably never had enough législative-support in
the 1897 sessiah; not even ‘in the House. Straw votes had indicated
that the equal suffrage bill lacked two to six votes. At the time of
the committee report, the Herald reported that.'not a few' were skepti-
cal that HB 37 could pass the House; and if it did, "'swift and sure
death" awaifed it in the Senate. A poll of the resolute Senate on
Februarf 9 showed that only 10 of the 21 senators favored the equal
suffrage amendment.55 Ramsey likely spoke for many colleagues whén
he declared, "[I] believe it is not our duty to submit to the peqple
a proposition that ﬁe know has no merit in it. It‘is too important

36 The Herald rejoiced that

57

a question to be so lightly treated."
"another of the popocratic measures' had failed.
This vote of no-confidence in public judgment was paralleled

by earlier House rejection of a bill which provided for initiative and

54Helena Herald, February 10, 1897, p. 5; Butte Miner, February
10, 1897, p. 2; Helena Independent, February 10, 1897, p..1l. B

»Helena Herald, February 10, 1897, p. 7; January 22, 1897, p.
5; Helena Independent, February 10, 1897, p. 1.

56

Helena Independent, Februarylll, 1897, p. 5.

57Hel'ena Herald, February 11, 1897, p. 5.
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referendum, also a constitutional change which (like equal suffrage)
would ekpand popular participation in the political process. As with
'the equai suffrage proposal, Ramsey was the major opponent of this
'primeAissue, and it too missed the two-thirds vote, also 41 to 27.
Ramsey labelled‘the direct legislation bill "dangerous andApernicious,"
a Populist measure that no true Democrat could support. Sponsor M. J.
Eiliott pleaded against partisan expediency--only sﬁbmit it to the
people. This Ramsey was unwiliing to do: "The conservativism of. the
state is beyond criticism, but in moments of excitemeﬁt and pfejudice,
measures of great hazard might be passed."58

Consistent partisan line~up of House votes on the 1897 reform

bills’for direct legislation and equal suffrage is shown in Table 1.

Table 1. House Votes on Related Reform Bills, 1897%

Democrats Populists Republicans

Bill Aye No Aye No " Aye No
Init. and Ref, 21 21 19 o 1 6
Equal Suffrage 22 20 18 1 | 3 4

*Source: Helena Independent, January 29, 1897, p. 1; Waldron, Montana
Politics Since 1864, p. 82.

58Helena Independent, January 27, 1897, p. 5.
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Five Democrats from Lewis and Clark County vo;ed for the suffrage bill
but not for'girect legislation. This suggests that the Helena suffra-
gists may have been effective in‘selecting or influencing their repre~
sentatives. A Tetoﬁ County Populist was‘thelioﬁe deviant frdm‘his
party's.record. Speaker of the House, W. J. Kennedy; of'Ravalli‘Countf,
nominally a Republican, voted with the reform bloc.sg-

The éolid cofé of support for woman suffragé in both the 1895
and the 1897 legislative assemblies had been the Populiéts, who_game'
predéminant}y from urban-labor centers. In 1895 Silver Bow Republicéns
(an anomoly for Butte) had also strongly shared uf the cause. Thué
'since the Constitﬁtional Convention of 1889, suppo;t‘fbr equai.
suffrage had increased significantly among representativeé of the
more densely populated mountain region. Still a sﬁfficient minority
in the legislature could keep the suffrage amendment from a popular
referendum; and it held back the amendment. for direct legislation as
well. Conservative regulars qf both major parties whiffed political
danger to themselves in the energy of the challengers. When‘their
minority could bottle up further threats to their political control, as
embodied in'ﬁhese proposed amendments, why submit to risk of popular.

expression on the issues? Why stand on democratic philosophy?

59Heléna Independent, January 27, 1897; January 28, 1897, p. 5;
January 29, 1897, p. 1; February 11, 1897, p. 5. Waldron, Montdna
Politics Since 1864, p. 82. :
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Enduring Suffragists

Montana suffragists had no thought of folding their tents. In
Noﬁember 189i, the MWSA met in Helena for its third annual c0nventidn.
No national suffrége leader:was preSeng. Denylng that they were dis-
heartened, the women notea that thelr state organization was only two
vears old, and the strong véte given the equal suffrage bill was
evidence of male sufport for their cause., Montana had 35 local
suffragg clubs, 16 more than a year earlier, with:300-400. active-
members. The women pledged to apply their ''sterling qualities of
endurance" by continuing to petition (but‘earlier) and by protésting
publicly and privately against the unfair system of govermment. To
secure direct fepresentation and full citizenship, they would organiZe.
more clubs and boost membgrship; they would educate the public in |
terms of citizenship énd good'government for contemporary Montana;
they would raise funds to work in party conventions, primaries and
general elections.60 Wlth such ambitious groundwork, prospects
appeared strong for favorable action when the legislatutre would next
convene, in January 1899.

Past—ﬁresident Mrs. Harriet Sanders, who was ill, prepared a

paper for the convention in which she recommended an alternative route

6OHelena Independent, November 8 1897, p. 5; November 9, 1897
p. 7; November 10, 1897, p. 5.
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to equal franchisé. She ‘'urged suffragists to press first for woman's
ballot by statute. That would require only a simplé majority in the -
legislature-—compared with a two-thirds vote théfe plus_submiésion to
the electorate for an aﬁendment. Then women could help to elect a
legislature syﬁpathetic'to submissibn of a cbnstitufional anendment
(and thus remove Eontinuance of equal franchise‘frﬁmvlegislative
caprice).. She ackﬁowledgéd that prevale;t opinion judged such a statute
would be invalid; but nowhere did the Eonstitﬁtion forbid it. Section
30, Arfiéle 3, provided that “the enumeration in this coﬁétitution of
certain rights shall not be comstrued to deny or impair or dispgrage

Y
Mrs. Sanders felt that the ‘constitu-

1

others retained by the people.'
tional guarantee of certain suffrage rights to Montana women did not
preclude enlargement of such rights by legislative action. She urged
suffragists to work for both the law and the amendmeﬁt.6l Evidently
her idea was not pursued.

Normally a Democrat, Robert Burns Smith was elected governor
of Montana in 1896 as a Populist heading a fusion ticket.62 But in
his recommendations to the 1897 legislature, the governor had neglected

to mention the'womén suffrage plank which Ella Knowles Haskell had

61Ibid., November 11, 1897, p. 6.

62Clinch, Urban Populism, pp. 113-114, 141, passim. Smith
left the Democratic party in 1894, when he was Populist candidate for

Congress. - He returned to the Democratic fold in 1898.
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nailed;into'the Populist platform.‘ Called before the-MWSA convenéioﬁ,
Governor Smith explained that he had not- given qual sufffage the
critical'study that its importance demanded. As a "born and bred"
Southerner, hé had seen the consequences of extension of the franchise
to a race unprepargd for such privileges and responsibilities. He
feared that women were not ready. It was a fatent facf,‘he asserted,
that few women cared about political duestidns or had thought about
woman suffragé. He would hesitate to experiment under these circum-
stances. The gbveanr pointed out, however, that his opposition to
equal suffrage was passive, and he encouraged continued sufffage wérk‘
" as means to a proper solution.63 | |

The WCTU branch of the Montana suffrage movement could not have

been pleased with Dr. W. G. Eggleston, e&itor of the‘Hgiena Independent,
when he cautioﬁed the convention against séeking the ballot in order

to vote the saloon out of politics. 'The saloon has as much right

in politics as a railroad company or as a baﬁk that. first buys ‘a

United States senator and then robs its depositors." The need as.
Eggleston saw it, waé rather to vote politics into the homes. With a
gospel of morality and civigs taught in the homes, there need be no

worry about corrupt politics and vices. The principles of religion

6'3He1ena Independent, November 10, 1897, p. 5.
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were the principles of politics. This was a field of challenge to
women. But he also favored woman suffrage bécause it was just.64

The Revérend Carieton F. Browﬁ, of Helena's First Unitarian
Church, spdke candidiy to the MWSA cbnventioﬂ of iﬁstituqional regtraints
to feminine‘eqﬁality.v He too saw alliance of religion and politics;
but as an oppréssiVewbioc: father than the progressiﬁe catharsis that
Eggleston wanted. Just as royalty and priestcraft had always joined
to oppoée democracy, so the politician and pulpit had allied to resist
extension of aemocracy through woman suffrage. The poiitiéiaﬁ, he
contended, feared loss of power ih change. He proposed that if ahti—
suffragists réally doubted the political fitness of many wémén, they
could impose educational restrictions which would weed out the unworthy,
male and female alike. '"But this is precisely what they do not dare
to do lest such restrictions .should put an end to the political power
of their own party machinery," Reverend Brown told the suffragists.
And the spirit of reiigion prométed conservativism; its recitation of
"As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, worild without
end" was a cry against innovation.

The "woman quesgion" extendéd beyond the ballot, Brown delcared.
It concerned woman's right to be first an equal human being, a concept

that religion-had hampered. This principle of individuality underlaid

64Ibid., November 10, 1897, p. 7.
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discussion of the expediency of woman suffrage. Wider'dimensions
were bringing new dignity to womanhood, and he predicted that "old
time" chivalry would not suffice:
. Women will sometime come to reéesent with all the spirit

of their nature the patronage and sentimental protection

which is offered them by many of the stronger sex. They

will see that it is a false chivalry, which implies the

condescension of superiors to inferiors. Women will cast

aside angrily compliment and flattery and ask for simple

equality. The soul of womanhood will dare to think, speak

and act Independently. : -
By their common birthright, what uplifted or degraded oné sex mutually
affected the other. "The distinctions created by society and main-
tained by statute are fictitious and are bound to pass away,"

{

Reverend Brown concluded, and with them would pass the "woman -
question.”65' This was heady feminism for a state whose conservativism
was 'beyond criticism."

The convention formed an "Equal Suffrage Party" modelled after
political parties in structure. But its members would not seek office
nor interfere with established parties or tickets aside from legisla-
tive candidates. Their aim was to elect sympathetic men--at least

men who would allow electors to decide the suffrage issue. The plats-

form, adopted without dissent, read:

651bid., November 11, 1897, pp. 5-6.
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Whereas, the equal suffragists of Montana believe that
taxation without representation is unjust and that women of -
education, ‘judgment and discretion are entitled to the same
privileges of citizenship as men; and that their natural and
inherited rights demand their recognition, therefore, be it
" resolved, that we believe in -extending the-elective fran-
chise to all citizens irrespective of sex.
To direct the Equal Suffrage Party, the convention named an incomplete
(but lafge) state central committee représenting 15 counties .and chose
Ella.Knowles Haskell committee‘chairman;66
Helena women had dominated the MWSA action of the past year, but
the 1897 convention elected new officers from a broader gebgraphic
distribution. Still all officers were from western Mohtana, and
President Roena Medini (a musician) lived in Helena. Within the past
year, Mdme. Medini moved from the state, and Dr. Mafy Moore Atwater
filled the presidency until October 1899. With activities channelled’
: ‘ \ 67
through its Equal Suffrage Party, the MWSA did not.meet in 1898,
Women in the Montana suffrage movement during. the 1890's were
generally aﬁong the better educated and propertied. Some were featured

in society .columns of local newspapers. Despite their status and

ability, they had failed to win the cooperation of conservative politi-

66Ibid.», November 11, 1897, p. 5.

67The following were elected to MWSA offices in 1897: presi-
dent, Madame F. Roena Medini (or Medini-Casedy) of Helena; vice presi-
dent, Mrs. Nanita Bagley Sherlock of Boulder; corresponding secretary,
Mrs. Richard T. Gaines of Missoula; recording secretary, Mrs. Martha
Dunkel of Butte; treasurer, Dr. Mary Moore Atvwater of Marysville re-
elected; and auditor, Mrs. Dotha Dolan of Helena. (Ibid., November 12,
1897, p. 5.)
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cians to achieve fuil citizenship. While the platform of ‘the Equal
Suffrage Party:could.be interpreted as a plea for equal political
privileges based on democratic principles and natural rights, the
:suffragists ha& subtly called attentioﬁ to théif special attributes

of "education, judgment and discretion"

"as a basis for=enfranchisement.
Their tone should Ha&e conveyed the thbught to non—con&erts ﬁhat Montana’
suffragists, too, haé a stake in a stable social order.

| Responding to the suffragists' modulated bid, the next legis—
lature (in 1899) considered an amendment for a wéman;s ballot restricted
to substantial property holders. HB 56 was introduced by'JoHn R. Toolé,’
a Daly Dechrét. This bill provided for general suffrage to "all women
more than 21 years old who pay taxes on propefty to the amount of
$100 and have not been convicted of a felony." The bill said nothing
about eiigibility to hold office. The House Cpﬁmittee on Privileges
and Elections heard gestimony from a number of prbminent.suffragists
(including Ella Knowles Haskell, .Mrs. Thomas Walsh, Dr. Maria Dean,
and Colonel C. B. Nolan) coordinated by Dr. Mary Moore Atwater, acting
MWSA president. Alfhough a majority of the committeg remained per-

sonally opposed to the proposal, Toole persuaded theﬁ to report his

bill without recommendation.68 On. the House floor an attempt to delete

%811id., January 24, 1899, p. 5; January 26, 1899, p. 8

February 14, 1899, p. 5; Great Falls Tribune, January 26, 1899, p. 1.
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the propérty qualification, and thus convert the bill to anm equal
suffrage measure, was quickly defea;ed 25 to 26. Without further
‘debate the bill was decisively defeated, 10 to 49, with a number of
the proponents ‘of equai suffrage rejecting the Toole compromiéé, ‘The,
Independent reported the mood of the House toward the suffrage bill:
The bill never had many friends, for woman suffragists

generally condemned it themselves as it imposed conditionms

upon women electors that were not required of men. Never-. -

theless, it had been expected that it would at least cause

a spirited debate. . . + Even the man who fathered it was

not present to say a word in its behalf and its enemies

did6got condescend to waste their time in arguing against
it.

What had gone wrong witﬁ the suffragists' many-faceted plans
of 18977 Why did they fail to get a sympathefic legislature? Dﬁring
the 1898 elgction campaign, thg state‘suffrage association sent a
letter to evéry legislative candidate inquiring as to his attitude
toward submission of an equal suffrage amendment.70 Presumably, the
suffragists appliéd this information. Ella Knowles Haskell, meanwhile,
“engaged iﬁ the. complex partisan politics of the election campaign.
Free silver was é foremost issue, bug partisan aligpments were compli-~ .’

cated by the legislature's upcoming task to elect a United States

senator. Mrs. Haskell had urged Populists to fuse and then stumped

69Ibid., February 14, 1899, p. 5.

7%)ai1y Missoulian, October 28, 1898, p. 4.
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for free silVer and equal suffrage. Democrats William A. Clark and.
Joseph K..Toolé stoutly resisted fusion, but the Daly faction yielded.
Then, qurping several Populist platform planks, the Democrats swept
to victory--including 57 of the 70 House seats and 1?.0f the 22 Senate

seats. The party was in full command withouf cbmmitmént‘to woman -

,suffrage.71

The state was financially distressed. The 1899I1egiglature'.
also ﬁaé wracked by a vicious fighf to name a United States senator,
ending withléhe infamous election of William A. Clgrk, despite ﬁis
faction's minority, on the 18th ballot. The éOrrupted and exhausted
1egis1atofs were disinterested in reforms. Also,.new rules gaﬁe tight
control over legislation to a powerful few. The two chambers had
agreed to appoint a joint stéering committee, ostensibly to expedite

action after the 40th day. This powerful committee could select and

direct bills, even substitute its own measures. Principal reform bills

71Alderson manuscript for HWS, IV; Clinch, Urban Populism, pp.
156-159; Great Falls Tribune, February 14, 1899, p. 2. See also
Waldron, Montana Politics Since 1864, pp. 87-88. Toole remarked, ''The
name fusion is much like the abused mule: it has neither pride of
ancestry nor hope of posterity to recommend it." (Clinch, Urban

Populism, p. 156.)
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were disposed of after the 40th day. Direct legislation, pet bill of
1ébor and Populists, went down as ignobly as woman suf;Erage.72

The Montana suffragé movement, as indicated by minutes of the
Helena Business Women's Suffrage Qlub, had its interﬁél problems as
well. Rapporﬁﬁwith NAWSA appears to have slipped. The Helena ¢&lub
decided in January 1897 to close out its pledge to‘nationai_(leaving
a balance of $13.50, with about 50 paid members) then use all future
"funds in Montana. Out of touch with Montana devélopments, NAWSA's
Carrie Chapman Catt had suggested that Montana set up state head-
quarters. The Helena suffragists were miffed--since the state Had
already so0 organized; so the club explored affiliationhwith the
"National Confederation of Clubs." At this time, too, Dr. Maria Dean,
the local club's president from its start until she moved up to state
presidency inAOctober 1899, rgcommended that the suffragists "work
among ou¥ own people upon fundameﬁtal lines." .This probably meant
cutting programs on esoteric public topics in favor:of stricter civic

preparedness and promotion of equal suffrage.

72See especially Great Falls Tribune, January 27, 1899, p. 1;
Janvary 29, 1899, p. 1; January 30, 1899, p. 8. Also Ibid., February
5, 1899, p. 2; February 21, 1899,

With the U. S. Senate about to reject Clark for his corrupt
path to Washington, Clark resigned. Lieutenant Governor Spriggs
quickly reappointed him to the vacancy, a maneuver angrily rescinded
by Governor Smith. For the second time Montana forefeited a seat in
the U. S. Senate. '
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Apéthy among Montana's women, real or assumed, remained a major
obstacle. The Reverend Carleton Brown (whose wife was an active suffra-
'gist) predictéd that 100 years hence women's apathy toward their own
progress would be judged "most unaccounpable;”73 Mary Long Alderson
admitted the question of women's solidarity:
| Tﬁe men of Montana are, as a whole, notably chivalrous
and liberal minded. Why they have withheld the ballot from
women can hardly be explained. It may be that they are not

convinced that the majority of women wish it or need it.74

Governor Robert Smith, at the MWSA convention in 1897, sincerely

expressed this view. The Great Falls Tribumne, smugly recalling that
"Mrs. Ella's frantic appeals to-the men of Cascade County' during
the election campaign were ineffective, admonished fhe suffrage advo-
cates to direct their efforts toward women themselves:
Whenever there is any general desire manifested by
the women of the state to possess the right of suffrage
they are certain to get it. . . . No amount of tirade
against they tyranny and general cussedness of voters. who.
wear pants and deny to women equal political privileges
will win for women suffragists their coveted political
privileges. . . .75 ‘
This familiar charge could survive as long as the position of

women remained unquantified. Those who resorted to this line of argu-

ment ignored the fact that neither the Montana voters who wore pants

73

Helena Independent, November 11, 1897, p. 5.

74Alderson, HWS, IV (1900).

/SGreat Falls Tribune; February 14, 1899, p. 2.
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nor the disenﬁranchised who wore skirts‘had been allowed to pass on

’ ;ﬁe question of expgnded woman suffrage, equal or unequal{76 The
critical minority in the legislature, bvaithholding the référenaum,
maintained the status quo with sélf—assurance. One representative who
dismissed the Betitioné from his constituents ratiénalized to the
press that if the sufffage amendment were submitted to the electorate,
"women would be around at the polls and everywhere asking the men-to
vote for their measure, and . . . men would do so even if they didn't
want to." The Independent chided the self-appointed "deliveref" by
pointiﬁg out that this intimidation of ﬁale voters was to be achigved

by women who he claimed did not want the ballot.77

76The Independent (November 26, 1896, p. 4) had urged -the
legislature to submit a woman suffrage amendment.to both men and

women.

77Helena Independent, February 3, 1897, p. 4.




CHAPTER 1V

"THE TARNISHED VISION

Turn-of-the-Century Do 1drums

The ardor of Montana suffragists cooled after their dismal
failure with the 1899 legislaturé. The MWSA convention in Helena in
mid-October 1899 was a dispirited affair presided‘over By Dr. Mary
Moore Atwater. NAWSA's Carrie Chapman Catt (still chairman of the
Organization Committee) and Miss Mary Garrett Hay (field seéretary and
finance expert), who were on an extensive Western tour fof the national
organization, tried to spark enthusiasm at the convention. But they
were not tuned in to particulars of Montana's problems and past efforts.

Miss Hay blamed the recent national doldrums of the suffrage
movement 1argeiy on senatorial elections which, as in Montana, over-
shadowed all else., She acknowledged that local clubs and women 'had
been before the legislature,'”" but Miss Hay twice asserted before the
convention that Ménfang had not yet seen a campaign for equal suffrage.
When she asked for contributions, strictly for work in the state, '"the
audience responded with more or less alacrity to the invitatioﬁ, but
there were few gold pieces in the hats." Principal business of the
convention.was how to keep the sta;e organization alive. New state
officers, headed by Dr. Maria Dean of Helena, comprised a committee-fér
legislative action and to see that 'the campaign of education would
not be permitted to flagl" They planned to estaﬂlish county leagues,

which a strong central association would coordinate. Stimulus ran
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fpom phg.top down; NAWSA prodded the state suffrage leaders, who in
tﬁrp would try to keep the grass roots from dying.l

Helena suffrégists, ﬁainsta& of the Mohtana movement, reorganized
“in Novembér following the stafe convention. Their two ciubs merged'aé
the.Helena Equal Suffrage Club: ﬁrs. Thomas Walsh’declined the presi—,
dency, aaviéing.eléction of new faces. For thé‘most part this was doné,
although‘Dr. Atwater, Dr. Dean, Ella Knhowles Haskell, and Mrs. Wélsh
continued p;ominently in activities. The reorganized club limited its

calendar to seven monthly meetings. Attendance was good, and programs

1bid., October.17, 1899, p. 5; October 18, 1899, p. 8; Creat -
Falls Tribune, October 18, 1899, p. 1.

Elected to state offices were: president, Dr. Maria Dean of
Helena; vice president, Mrs, Nanita Bagley Sherlock of Boulder re-
elected; corresponding secretary, Mrs. Anna Walker of Great Falls;
recording secretary, Mrs. Harry Moore of Helena; treasurer, Dr. Mary
Moore Atwater of Helena; -auditors, Mrs. P, A. Dann of Great Falls and
Miss Sarepta Sanders of Butte. (Helena Independent, October 18, 1899,
p. 8.) )

Maria Dean (ma-rye'a) graduated from the University of Wisconsin
and continued study of medicine in Boston and in Germany before coming
to Helena in '1885. She immediately established a thriving practice,
specializing in care of women and childrern. Soon she was appointed
physician for a smelting company, also. Eventually her interests
included tuberculosis, child welfare, mental health, and criminology.
She established the YWCA in Helena. As a young woman she was an
excellent horsewoman, a crack rifle shot, and enjoyed small game hunting.
Dr. Dean invested well in Helena real estate. She was one of the few
suffragists to bridge the generations of the movement in Montana. Dr.
Dean retired in Wisconsin and died there in 1919. (Helena Independent,
January 12, 1890, p. 5; clipping in the Woman Suffrage file, Montana
Historical Society Library, Helena; interview with Miss. Frieda Fligelman
and Mrs. Lucille Dyas Topping, friends, April 17, 1973, in Helena.)
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concerned "practical work useful to the community' (especially con-
sideration of a municipal water plant), civic instruction for members,

and promotion of equal rights for women "in all things." The suffra-

gists shared a permanent clubroom with other women's clubs, where they

left issues of the national suffrage magazine, Woman's Jourpal. Meetings
lapsed from the close of this club year until "Mrs. Catt's meeting! in
May 1902.2

In 1900 the Helena Equal Suffrage Club was the only local club
active in Montana although action commlttees were set up elsewhere.
State President Maria Dean helped to arrange monthly meetings around the
state to inform the public as to suffrage needs and pufposes7 That_
fall.Drs, Maria Dean and Mary Moore Atwater promoted .the suffrage plank
- at Democratic and Republican conventions. While these major parties
rejected it,.Ella Knowles Haskell again succeeded with Populists. Their
platform, harﬁoniously adopted by delegates attending from all but

"equal citizen-

three counties, called for submission of the question of
» 3 ) )
ship to the electorate.

But partisan attention to the suffrage question was muted by

concern over growing corporate influence in the state. Fusion of anti-

2Mlnutes of the Helena Equal Suffrage Club (Montana Historical
Soc1ety Library, Helena), passim.

3Alderson, "Woman Sufferage [sic] in Monéana," HWS, IV; Great
Falls Tribune, September 20, 1900, p. 1.
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Amalgamated (Standar& 0il) forces-—Populisfs, Democrats, and the new
Laborites—-dominated the party conventions in 1900.l Former Governor
Joseph K. Toole, who was not a delegate, like William A. Clark écceded
to the principle both had resoluteiy opposed before. "[L]et us with
one accord unite against this common enemy,'" Toole urged the’Cléfk—
controlled Démocrats, "and not let party name divide ds.until this
second crusade for liberty be attgihed;”‘ Tripartite fusion was stymied
when LaBor'insisted upon Populist Thomaé Hogan for go?ernbr on the joint
slate., The femaining fusionists "pfevailéd upon" Joseph K. Toole to
head their ticket, and they won handily in November eiectiéns.

The Populists' suffrége plank was sacrificéd in fusion, but it
was no sell-out by Ella Knowles Haskell. Two years earlier she had
w&rked for fugion to secure political strength for several majﬁr
Populist planks, most importantly bimetallism. Again in 1900, although
'Populis;s could draw ﬁpon their Bryan national ticket, not all of their
third-party principles could.be attained, whether in fusion or inde-
pendence. Splintered parties would forfeit thelelgction to tﬁe "copper
and kerosene" trust, a concern which to Popﬁlists had superseded the

free silver issue. Mrs. Haskell's impassioned plea for compromise from

-~

4Clinch, Urban Populism, pp. 160-166; Great Falls T;ibune,
September 16, 1900, p. 1; September 22; 1900, pp. 1, 10; Helena
Independent, September 22, 1900, p. 1.
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reformists (for fusion) "turned the tide" for Toole's nomination. Mrs.
Haskell surely took note, alsco, that the Republicaﬁ gﬁbernatofial
candidate was DaQid Folsom, the Meagher County woolgrower who‘had
l influénced defeat of the suffrage bill in the 1895 Senate. Suffragists
had no better practical alternative than fgsion«in 1906. Toole had -
consistently defended popular judgment, therefore, he could be relied
on to support a referendum on suffrage. And submission was all the
suffragisfs had asked. Possibly Ella Knowles Haskell'p;éked up a cﬁiﬁ'
from Toole to cash in.behalf of equal-suffrage in 1903. Governor ioole's
endorsement of the'suffrage amendment in 1903 was the only gubernatorial
support expressed for it prior‘to 1913.

| Suffragists maintained publicity for their cause by half-
hearted presentation of another bill in the 1901 legislature. Répre—
sentative S. R. Jensen, Cascade County Populiét,-introduced a full
suffrage bill for women (HB 61) on January 30. The Coﬁmittee on
Privileges and Elections feported it without recommendation, and the~
House ordered it printed. On February 15, fhe session's 40th day,
legislation passed to control by the steering committee. No ﬁore was
heard of HB 61. Evidently the suffrégisté themselves saw no reason to
resurrect the bill., Miss Adelaide Staves, a law student and assistant
to Eila Knowles Haskell, had charge of the equal suﬁfrage measure,

"but owing to the turmoil on the floor . . . throughout the whole
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winter, the women concluded to wait," according to the Butte.Miner. "So
the bill went to rest among the, pigeonholes. . . e

Affairs outside Montana in 1901 did not seem auspicibus for
suffragists'either. Oregon, for the fourth tiﬁe, turned down the |
franchise for women in a réferendum. And in Kansas,.Carrie Nation was
rampaging against saloons. This violence gave cause for publicireser—
vation ip'regard to woman suffrage Because of its close tie with the

WCTU .

Help Wanted in the StaBles

In 1902 and 1903 the impetus for woman suffrage in Montana again
came from NAWSA, this time designed pqrticularly to appeal to labor
unions and to.women's clubs. 1In Méy 1902, NAWSA sent a hafd—working
team to Moﬁtana—-Mrs.-Carrie Chapmén Catt, new president (successor to
the aged Miss Anthony); Miss Gail Laughiin, young New York 1awyer.(with
the United Statés Industrial Coﬁmission) and organizer for NAWSA; and
Miss Laura Gregg; an organizational ”nuts—and—bolts”‘speéialist‘on-
NAWSA's Executive Committee. Meeting in Helena with state suffrage

officers, they initiated another stateéwide campaign. Mrs. Catt remained

5House Journal of the Seventh Session of the Legislative
Assembly of the State of Montana, pp. 86-87, 130, 145; Great Falls
Tribune, January 31, 1901; p. 5 (test of HB 61); February 23, 1901,
P. 2; Butte Miner, December 21, 1902, p. 7 (brief history on woman .
suffrage in Montana); Adelaide Staves Reeder papers (Montana Hlstorlcal
Society Library, Helena). ‘
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in Helena for two weeks-co help re-organize a suffrage club and to stir
suffrage interest within all leading women's clubs there. Then, after
a‘public‘address, she joined Gail Laughlin in Butte. Meanwhile Miss
Laughlin had worked Butte labor unions, 10,000 stroﬁg} and had won
their étrong‘ehdorsement for equal suffrage. The two.ﬁomen addressed
various organizaticns, thcn clim;xed their'drive'with an opec meeting.
Men were in the majority, Ella Knowles Haskell presided, and prominent
suffragists and sociclites shared the scage. Miss Lcughlin gpoke on
the ballot as means to social melioracion, a bower'WOﬁenmmqsc possess
to be effective, and she appealed to women to assist their less
favored sisters (working women) in obtaining rights they need_ed.6

Mrs. Catt's "logical and eloquent discourse' ranged over a
multitude of points tied to her central cheme: tﬁere was immcdiacef
social need for women in politics, that grant of the ballot should ﬁot
await a miracle of purification of democratic institutions under male
direction. She declared that the alleged failure of woman suffrage
came from partisan mcles frustrated by the indépendence of women voters.
Mrs. Catt ﬁlayed to the nativism of this audience. (In 1903, 36 per
cent of Silver Bow's population was foreign born'.) Referring to the

constant influx of "foreign ignorance, pauperism and criminality," she

6Butte Miner, May 20, 1903, p. 7. Also seeé Ibid., May 25, 1903,
p. 19. ) n
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pointed out that an enormous percentage of these immigrants were males
with the potential to far out-weigh women's .ballot power. Extension
of suffrage to women would not double the undesirable vote; rather, she
implied, it woula safeguard the supetigr citizenship of Americaﬁmen.7

Although Mrs. Catt returned home to New York in late May, Gail
Laughlin and Laura Gregg remained'iﬁ Montana to mobilize for the coming
election aﬁd legislative assembly. Miss Laughlin toured the state,
mostly by étagecoach, organizing clubs in more than 30 comppnities-and
committees elsewhere. ng report included mention of cordialitf apd
success in Fergus County and in "every town'" across northern Montana.
"All labor unions endorsed equal suffrage, and the state 1abpr conven-
tion, wifh'only one dissenting vote, sanctioned a poéular referendum
on the issue.

Thus- encouraged, MWSA officers calleé a mass convention
September 17 and 18 in Butte, where a dynamic suffrage club had
oréanized‘in June. Railroads and hotels graﬁted special rates to parti-

cipants expected from all counties.

7Ibid., May 20, 1903, p. 7.

8Topping, "Montana,'" HWS, VI, p. 360; Butte Miner, August 10,
1902, p. 7. Bridget McMahon was the only woman delegate to the state
labor convention. This suggests that working women did not have an
effective forum for their particular problems in' the Montana labor
organization at that time. (Butte Miner, August 29, 1902, p. 9.)
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i thh the 1902 convention MWSA shifted its rationale for woman
suffrage. Arguments for equa} justi;e based on natural rights were by-
paésed; and political equality gased on property rights got scant men-
tion. Insteéd the suffraéists emphasized that women had accrued new
interests, new needs, and new obligations. Thé home and public éffairs
had become inseparable spheres. Womgh's ballot was needed to preserve
Aﬁerican valués and to improve social conditions. Several épeakers,
men and women, developed these themes in sessions open to the public.
F. Augustus Heinzg, eﬁbattled against the Amalgamated Copper‘Company,
had béen on the program, but he‘failed to attend due to '"pressure of
business." (Party conventions were concurrently in contest.) However,
he sent a "liberal contribution to assist the state o?ganizatioﬁ in its
press work."9

NAWSA's Gail Laughlin was the principal speaker. She stressed

that the busiﬁess:of politics concerned the most vital and common needs
of the home and family. Woman, therefore, had a duty to participate
responsibly in her enlarged sphgre of community and world; politics was
no longer a question of‘privilege. Politicg would not unsex her, Miss
Laughlin assured. Man's delight in woman was not in increased ratio to
ignorance. Woman would remain womanly to contribute views complementary

to man's, thus their combined efforts would advance society.

9Butte Miner, September 19, 1902, p. 10; Heinze also supported
direct legislation (Clinch, Urban Populism, p. 167).
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Two women sigﬁalled the coming progressive attitude that social
problems should be attacked ag their source. Mrs. Emma Reed Corbin,
of Missoula, pointed out that in the past women's work had been'largely
palliative, but now theif effort would be directed more to prevention
of wrong social conditions. - Mrs. Mafgaret Cunningham, socially prominent
in Butte, spoke of juvenile courts aé a specific need for environmental‘
reform whefe women had special interest. She blamed the foreign-born
for bringing "effete conditions of the old world." for growing disparity
of classes and spread of an undesirable element."Right in Butte, a city
with the highest per capita wealth in the world, a largé number of youth
were being schooled in.idleﬁess and vice. She urged judicious public
expenditures to avert such exposure and to make uSeful'citizens of
these children.10

In pre-convention politicking (in the office of Ella Knowles
Haskell) and in executive session the hard matters of organization,
leadership, and finance were thrashed out. Most important was election
of the Committee on Organization of Legislative Work. Ella Knowles

11
Haskell was picked as its chairman, and several men served. The con-

10Butte Miner, September 18, 1902, pp. 10, 16.

11Named to the Committee on Organization of Legislative Work
besides Ella Knowles Haskell were Mary O'Neill, Peter Breen, and J. S.
Shropshire (all of Butte), Adelaide Staves Reeder of Helena, Edward -
Waters of Anaconda, and Gail Laughlin. Many suffragists, especially
members of the Butte and Helena clubs, helped this committee. (Ibid.,
September 18, 1902, p. 16; September 19, 1902, p. 10.)
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vention deeided to set up state headquatters in Butte, rather than
Helena, for several.reasons. Women's clubs, considered a fertile
ground for suffrage work, abounded iq Butte at that time. Sarepta.
Sanders and . Ella Kndwles Haskell, experienced hands in éuffrage work,
had moved there from Helena. Also Butte‘was the ceeter of unionism,
.and labor was a focal point of NAWSA's hope in this campaign. 'The con~-
vention appointed Mary O'Neill (of Butte) state press superintendent
and asked NAWSA to extend Gail Laughlin's services for the concluding
phase of the suffrage campaign before the legislators. The convention
resolved to appoint a committee to work fot adoption of an equal
. suffrage plank in the state conventions of the Democratic, Republican,'
and Labor parties."The Populists andnSocialiéts were not on the list,
since the Poéulists had "never failed" te adopt such a plank and the
Socialists.had already included it. The major parties again declined;
| The suffragists' confidence in Populist support relied primarily
on Ella Knowles Heskell's tenacity and standing in her party; The

People's Party had waned a great deal by 1902 except in the Butte area,

New MWSA officers were: .president, Mrs. Clara Tower of Butte;
vice president, Dr. Maria Dean of Helena; corresponding secretary, Mrs.
Charles (Bessie Hughes) Smith of Butte; recording secretary, Mrs.

Nanita Bagley ‘Sherlock of Boulder (wife of the state senator); treasurer,
Mrs. Thomas J. Walsh of Helena; auditors, Mrs. Ella Carter of Livingston
and Mrs. Edward Waters of Anaconda; national executive committee, Mrs.,

. Emelyn [sic] Bowman of Sheridan.

i
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where it still carried political weight as a faction to fusion. Iﬁ
the Populist's Silver Bow County convention Mrs. Haskell won a hard
battle for the suffrage plank. Then as the oniy woman delegate to the
party's state convention and a prominent member of its Platform and
Resolutions Coﬁmittee, she vociferoﬁsly defended woman suffrage with
support from Peter Breen. Mrs. Haskell pointed out that every labor
union in Butte had endorsed submission of an eéual sdffraée amendment,
even the Bartenders Union. Unintimidated by her opponents aspersions
to women in public life, Ella Knowles Haskell'respondéd that she would
.advocate equal suffrage if she were the dnly woman in Montana to do so——
bécause sﬁe believed it to be right. Although the convention retained
the suffrage plank by a large majority, it was ambng the numerous conr.
cessions made when the Populists fused with the Labor quty and Anti-

1
Trust Democrats. 2

Governor Toole, in his méssage to the assembling 1903 legis-
lature, recommended‘numergus political reforms: dirgct election of
United States senatofs, initiative and referendum, direct primary nomi-
ﬁations, and election of judges apart from the general election. And

with this state message, Toole became the first Montana.governor

_ 12Ibid., August 21, 1902, p. 10; September 23, 1902, p. 8;-
September 25, 1902, p. 7; October 4, 1902, p. 10. Thomas Hinds, a
determined anti-suffragist,. was a power on the autonomous "Committee of

Five" which represented the Populists in bargaining for fusion.
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officially to/advocate woman suffrage. He argued the principle of
submission (as he had at the constitutional convention in 1889), that
"the rights of the people are safe with the people;" that a request
"freightened with such duties and responsibilitiés" as equal sufffagé
_ and promoted by so many should be answered by the people. Then, in
effusive oratory, he defendgd the merits of woman suffrage:

A new force is demanded in this State to clean out the
Augean Stables whose poisonous effluvia ladens the political
atmosphere and corrupts the public morals. Unaided and
alone we cannot cope with the situation with the hope of
complete success .in any reasonable time. It requires more:
than the strength of Hercules or the Omniscience of Jove.

. « « [Wlhat can be more desirable than the active
cooperation of the maidens and matrons, the future mothers
in this State, in preserving and guiding the next generation,
not only in religious but also in civil and political prudence?
Let it be for them not only ''to outwatch the stars™ for the
purity of the ballot and consequent safety of the State, but
by their personal participation in every contest, to make
righteous every result.

When this co-operation shall have been authorized and
clothed with organic life, it will out-weigh the armies and
navies of the world and accomplish more for Liberty and
Equality, Justice and Fraternity than all the great battles
which have everi.been fought from Marathon to Maila.

The popular vision of an enlightened, progressive society in
Montana had been badly tarnished by corruptive power politics. Férmerly

reticent to permit women in affairs of state, Toole now saw woman's

help as a public necessity. To justify‘this thrust of women into ‘

13'Y;overnor"s'Message,!'Gr-ea‘t Falls Tribune, January 7, 1903, p.
8. Although Toole served as governor until April 1908, he did not
repeat his endorsement of woman suffrage. :
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politics, Toole and other proponents of a public sphere for women were
forced to compromise thé Victorian model. The morally superior. being,
whose alleged special qualities were nourished by her home environment,
was being galled to 'vulgar ‘environs. -

In acéepting this rationale for the ballot, suffragists had to
downplay the natural rights argument of human equality which had been
an important part of their ideology. Mary O&Neill, new pfess agent for
Montana suffragists, carried fhe theme to extreme feminine chauvanism
with a remark in her column: 'Now, it is woman, only woman . . . who
can rescue poor, indiscreet and misguided man and lift him to the
height above the seething, rotten conditions into which he has gof
himself."14

Monténa editors had been shaping public opinion in the debate
" over woman's rightful responsibility in the changing economic and

political milieu: The editorials were highly colored by corporate

politics since corporate interests were rapidly acquiring control of

the press. The Helena Record, an organ for Amalgamated interests,
suggested that women keep out of the public scene:

It might be a good plan for these women who are so busy
saving the country and helping the Almighty with free advice
to turn their attention to their homes and see if they can't
find room for improvement there.

Y6reat Falls Tribune, October 26, 1902, p. 5.

15Quoted in the Helena Independent, February 6, 1901; P. 4.
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The Independent did not like 'the plan" suggested by the Record. Moral
law ought to bind outside the home. '"These women" were trying to bring
up useful citizens, trying to make the world better.

[O]bserving women have noticed what an unholy botch the
men have made. .. . Women might do a little better; they
could not do worse. . . . "[Tlhese women" see laws violated
with impunity from punishment. . . . They see one-sided laws
purchased. . . . They see needed legislation for the protec-—
tion of the people killed by lobbyists. . . .

' No man can have a greater stake in the country, in its
progress on right lines, than the mother and wife. "Make
the world better," said Lucy Stone. . . . That is what they
will do when the bumptious clods of conceit, bigotry, narrow-
mindedness and don't care a damn are elbowed out of the way
long enough for the men who think and have respect for_women
to given woman [t]lhe right to take part in govermment.

Shortly after Toole's gubernatorial address the Libby News,
another "Standard 0il" paper, argued that the elective franchise should
be restricted, not extended. There was neither good redson nor broad
support for woman suffrage:

[Tlhe better class of women, especially the "home'" women,

do not want it., As a general rule it is only favored by a lot
of gad-abouts, women who neglect their home duties to run.
around peddling neighborhood gossip and who §enera11y take

a large interest in other people's affairs,l

W. G, Eggleston had become editor of a new progressive semi-"

weekly, The Press. It was dedicated to opposing corporate control of

l6,Helena Indépendent, ‘February 6, 1901, p. 4.

17Quoted in The Press, February 7, 1903, p. 12."

-
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Montana government, and it carried no advertising. Eggleston responded
to the Libby News by'charging former United Stateg Senator Thomas
Cgrter, now employed by Standard 0il interests, with "anonymous
journalism' to.influence legislative denial of amendﬁents for woman
suffrage and for direct legislation. Egglestén declared that éarter's
objectioﬁ to equal suffrage had the same foundation as his'objection
to direct legislation, direct primaries, a railroad commissioﬁ,_and
an honest judiciary. As agent an& lobbyist for corporations, Carter's
business was to keep power out of the hands of the people. Egglegton-
continued to lash out: It was nof the common people who destroyed |
free governmént, but the unscrupulous who clothed "robbery with res-
pectability, bribery with pretense, anq corruption with patriotism."
The demand for woman suffrage, he argued, was based on desire to uplift
humanity. Eggleston had directly tied the issue of woman suffrage
" into the package of ﬁfogressive thought.18

Fusion-Laborites held 17 of the 72 House seats in the 1903 legis-
lature. Suffragists capitalized on this,strength by pressing another
shift in rationale for woman's franchise: that working women needed

more clout to deal with their employment problems. Without the ballot

1811 Press, February 7, 1903, p. 12. John S. M. Neill was

proprietor of the Helena Independent in 1901 and of The Press during
its two-year lifespan (September 1902 to October 1904).
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women could nét,get adequate conéideration from employers or the atten~
tion of.politicané for legislative remedy.19
Eqdal's;ffrage amendment_bills were infroduced both in the

House (HB 8 by Republican Aaron Commor, of Ravalli County) and in the
Senate (SB 1 bleemoérat Henry Sherlock, of Jefferson County). The
Senate acted early and perfunctorily. Then on January 14, after brief
floor debate, the senators voted 12 to 12 for indefinite postponement
of SB 1, and Lieutenant Governor Frank-Higgins broke the tie, killing
the bill. Senator W. F, Meyer, a member of the Judiciary Committee
(which had reported the bill), pleaded that because of considerable
\publiC'cdncern with the suffrage issue, the bill should be printed for
full Senate deliberation. Committee chairman Fletcher Maddox, Great .
‘Falls attorney, objected on grounds that the entire committee had con-
sidered the bill twice and "mo overwhelming clamor for submission" of
the question had been evident. His assertion stretched €he record.,
‘The Senate rejected the Maddo# report and returned the bill to
commitfee; proponents would be heard.zp

Mary O'Neill and Gail Laughlin had been "ﬁorking like beavers"

among the averse senators, but the swift committee.report on the bill

19"Legislative Gossip," Helena Independent, January.10, 1903,

p. 8.

2OButte Miner, January 15, 1903, p. 1; Helena Independent

January 15, 1903, p. 8; January 16, 1903, p. 8.
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caught the suffragists, as well as Sherlock, by sufprise. They pro-
tested that they had not been notified of committee hearings; besides,
they claimed, the committee had assured fhem a favorable report.21
Suffragists quickly mobilized. Petitioning (which had begun in
September) had continued into January, particularly by women's clubs.
These petitions were called in, and MWSA's President Tower rushed home
from the East'.22

On January 28 the Judiciary‘Committee held its hearing‘in the
Senate chamber. Galleries were packed. In unprecedented deference, the
committee gave their seats on the Senate floor to the suffragists who
‘'were to testify, while they sat on the platform. Mrs. Adelaide Staves
Reeder spoke on the inc;easing numbers of women taxpayers and wage
earners and thelr genuine stake in full citizenship. Mrs. Thomas Walsh
admitted that maybe it was true that the mass of women opposed equal
suffrage, but such resistance was common to all great reforms. Mr.
M. P. Haggerty thought that denial of rights to women constituted

"intellectual prostitution." Also testifying during the orderly 1 1/2-

hour hearing were Dr. Maria Dean, Mrs. R: B. Matheson, Mr.‘S. C. Herron,

21Butte Miner, January 14, 1903, p. 1; January 15, 1903, p. 1;
Helena Independent, January 15, 1903, p. 8; January 16, 1903, p. 8.

22Minutes of the Helena Equal Suffrage Club, September 13, 1902
(text of the petition), Montana Historical Society Library; Butte
Miner, January .15, 1903,.p. 7; January 18, 1903, p. 11; Helena Inde-
pendent, January 21, 1903, p. 4.
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and Miss Gail Taughlin. No opponents.showed. MWSA Presideqt Clara
Tower prese#ted petitions which had‘mbré than 2,000 signators. The
comﬁittee immediately retired in execu;ive session and decided unani--
mously to order the bill printed. On ihe following day advocates of
equal suffrage'presentedlsimilar testimony to the House Judiciary
Committee in open session of the chamber.23

The Senate again debated SB 1 on February 5. Although the bill}
was read in enfirety, Senator Meyer was unhappy with his colleagues'
unreasoned treatment. ''Nothing gives resistance to this measure," he
.charged, "but that spirit of conseérvativism which pfombts us not to
adopt new measures." .Nonetheless, he met the worn, "untenable" afgu—
meﬁts, assﬁring opponents that suffrage would not wipe out woman's
admirable characteristics. "Men [sic] Qill always remain the strong,
steady oak, and woman the clining vine. . . . It is [her] good in
politics that we want.'" Senator Maddox, a rigid "anti," admitted that
thé subject of equal suffrage "could not be laughed out of court.”
His principal objection to the bill, he now declared, was the form of
the ballot., In his opinion submission of any amendment was tantamount
to passage, ;imply because voters perfunctorily marked their bal;ots.

He would favo: submission if means could be devised to obtain a full

23Butte Miner, January 29, 1903, pp. 1, 8, 10; January 30, 1903,
pp. ‘1, 10; Helena Indépéendent, January 29, 1903, p. 5; January 30, 1903,
P. 5. .
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and fair expression of the peéple. The Senate killed'the bill by a
larger margin this second time--16 to 10.24

Mildly hopeful, suffragists took the cue from—ﬂaddox to amend
the House bill so that the electorate would have a éeparate ballot for
the suffrage question. Wi&hout furtﬁer debate the House approved their
revised version 40 to 24, but this was slightly short of the required
two-thirds. On reconsideration two Leﬁis'and Clark representatives
switched to thé oppositioﬁ for a final tally of 38 to 27. . Defeat in
the House nullified need for further Senate attention to the suffrage
amendment.zs

Montana suffragists in 1§03 pressed their bills beyond reasonable
hope for passagé so they would have a voting record for use in the next
election. However, the vote didn't necessarily indicate individual |
commitment of the legislators because some of them plgyed to puﬁlicity
on the issue. There was no discerﬁible alignment of the'major parties
on the equal suffrage bill. But representatives of minor parties, all

from Silver Bow and Deer Lodge counties, gave almost unanimous support,

Of the 11 Labor members, 5 Fusion-Democrats, and lone Anti-Trust

24Butte Miner, February 6, 1903, pp. 1,8; February 7, 1903, p.

9; Helena Independent, February 6, p. 5.

25Helena Independent, February 7, 1903, p. 8} February 11,
1903, p. 8; Butte Miner, February 7, 1903, p. 9
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Demgcrdt, only one bolted to oppose woman suffrage (2 were absent).
Other urban centers and the rural areés show a mixed record on the
issue.26

In 1899 NAWSA's Mary Garrett® Hay had belittléd.previéus suffrage
campaigns'iﬁ Montana, conducted withoug‘national help. -But in 1903 the
outside "experts" from NAWSA had 1io more to show. They obtained complete
endorsement. by labor's officialdom. However, the mere 2,000 equal
suffrage petitioners indicates that union rénk—and—file had not con-
curred, mayﬁe in reaction to sufirégisgs' anti-foreign expressions.‘
And NAWSA failed to get a lasting commitment from clubwomen. Many of
the socialites recruited for this éufffage campaign quickly returned to.
their more mundane interests.

The Indegéndent judged that woman suffrage in Moptana would bg
postponed for years, for where was proof of practical béﬁefit?

The truth is that the people of this state are conser-

vative'and do - ndét as a rule believe in trying experiments. . . .

As a matter of sentiment and theory the women to-day are
able tovmake out a pretty good case, but political matters

26He1ena Independent, February 6, 1903, p. 4; February 5, 1903,
. p. 5; February 11, 1903, p. 8; Waldron, Montana Politics Since 1864, pp.
103, 104. 1In the Senate 6 Democrats and 4 Republicans supported the
suffrage bill, while 8 of each party opposed it. Supporting in the
House were 22 Republicans, 13 Labor and Fusion-Democrats, and 3 Demo-
carts; opposing were 22 Republicans, 1 Fusion-Democrat, and 3 Democrats.
William Lindsay, Republican state chairman (who had voted for woman
suffrage twice), warned that the time was not opportune for submission. -
Sponsor Connor, floor leader, was a rising Republican star. (Helena
Independent, January 31, 1903, p. 4; February 3, 1903, p. 4.)
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go further than the_sentimental side of things and demand
practical‘results.27

"Practical" matters indeed demanded political attention in the 1903
legislature, even though no senatoria; seat was in confest.- At the
vortex of excitément were the alleged'frauds by Heinzg:férces in the
Silver Bow election, the impeachment and acqﬁittal'without trial of
Judge Harney, the change of venue bill, and the powef politics of
~Carter, Clark, and Heinze. Even reform questions 5n gambling, a fellww
servant bill, and proposal for a raiirpad commission involved more
"practical" facets than the enfranchisement of women. Without the

force of bailot, women's appeal for rights remained subordinate to

interests of established political power.

In 1905 the House.again.éoﬁsidened-a'womén"suffragé.bill, HB 77
sponsored b& William W. Berry, of Lewis and Clark County. Neither.
opponents nor advocates seemed keenly inferested in the bill. After
hearing testimony from several suffragists (Mrs. J. M. Lewis, Mrs.
"Walter Matheson, and Miss Mary O’Neill), the Committee on Judiciary
returned a majority report in favor of the bill. The'cﬁamber adopted it
without debate. Promoters of the initiative and referendum bill,
wanting to assure one of the thrge places on the ballot for their issue,

had discouraged action on any other proposal for a constitutional

27Helena Indepéndent, February 6, 1903, p. 4. . ﬁ
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amendment until their own passed. Labor was emphatic on this point of
priority,28  The suffrage amendment, however, did not appéar to.have
a chance to carry, so it was permitted to advance to final'consideration
on-Feb;uary 14, Galleries were crowded.

Sponsor Berry avoided diséussion of the merits of woman suffrage.
But citing 6,000 petitioners as evidéﬁce of the people&s interest, he
pleaded for submission. Berry and J.‘ﬁ. Kennedy, of Silver Bow County,
stressed that the suffrage measure complemented the principle of direct
legislation to which all parties were pledged. The opposition again
questioned women's desire for the ballot and asserted that it was the - .
legislator's duty, as demonstrated by the two-thirds requirement, to
parefully coﬁsider the merit of proposed amendments. The House face-~
tiously passed, and then withdréw, an amendment to the suffrage bill
éo restrict'the ballot to men and women with at 1ea§t two children.-
Advocates rebuked their colleagues for lack of earnestness and common

courtesy.29 Limited debate, horseplay, and a poem took up only 45

28House Journal, January 25, 1905, p. 70 (resolution from-the .

State Federation of Labor). No more than three amendments could be
submitted at a. given election.

29Helena Independent, February 16, 1905, p. 5; Butte Miner,
February 15, 1905, p. 1l; Great Falls Tribune, February 15, 1905, p. 1;
Daily Missoulian, February 15, 1905, p. 1.  Only the latter reported
petitions; possibly Berry was referring to a cumulative total from
previous campaigns. : i

The .1905 legislature submitted an amendment for direct legis-
lation to the electorate. It carried in November 1906 by a huge major-
ity, 36,374 to 6,616. (Waldron, Montana Politics Since 1864, p. 119.)
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minutes before'the House decisiyely killed the bi#1l, 33 for.and 37
opposed., .As a pubiic.issue.wdman.suffnage would be dormant for the
next six years, until ifts reyival in the 1911 legislative.aSSemblyaBQ

Durlng debate, only~Democrats~spoRe for the bill and’ only
Republicans against it. .The-vote, however, was not-so_partisan.-
‘Supportlng woman suffrage were 14 Republicans, 14 Democrats, and 5
Laborltes, opposing were 22 RepuBlicanS, 11 Democrats, 2 Fusion, and 2
Laborites. ' A breakdown of counties'By\s£2e of population as indicated
by number of representatives, is more revealing. (See Table 2.) Silver
Bow and Lewis and Clark counties, the:two most populous,-favored-wonan
suffrage nearly'3 to 1. fhe next three most populoqs counties (Deer
Lodge, Cascade, ane Missoula) divided about evenlyf- The next group,
with. three representatives each, voted 2 to 1 against woman suffrage;
and this same.ratid held for the 21 least populated of the 26 coun-

ties. Within county groupings, partyﬁaffiliation seemed to bear

30House Journal, January 25, 1905, pp. 54, 94, 205; Butte
Miner, January 28, 1905, p. 1; January 31, 1904, p. 9; Daily Miss Missoulian,
January 31, 1905, p. 1; Helena Independent January 30 1905, p. 5.

Mary Long Alderson (in "A Half Century of Progress for
Montana Women," p. 16) stated that suffragists "went before the legis-
lature" in 1907 without success; and Larson (in "Battle for the Ballot,"
P. 34) reported a brief flurry of interest during that session. 'The
legislative journals have no reference to any suffrage bill in the
1907 or 1909 sessions. Mrs. Alderson's account was written .years
after the events. Larson offered no source. -
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Table 2. Vote on the Woman Suffrage Bill, 1905%*

No. of Vote
Rep. For Against
12 Silver Bow (Butte) 9 3
7 Lewis and Clark (Helena) 5 2
. . 14 5
6 Deer Lodge (Anaconda) 3 3
5 Cascade (Great Falls) 2 .3 k
4 Missoula (Missoula) .2 2
. 7 8
3 ea. Flathead, Gallatin, Jefferson,
Madison (4) ' 4 8
-2 ea. Beaverhead, Broadwater, Chouteau,
: Custer, Fergus, Granite, Meagher,
Park, Ravalli (9) 5 12 (1 absent)
1 ea. Carbon, Dawson, Powell, Rosebud,
. Sweet Grass, Teton, Valley, .
Yellowstone (8) 3 _4 (1 absent)
12 24

*Source:

Ellis L. Waldron, Montana Politics Since 1864: An Atlas
of Elections (Missoula: Montana State University Press,
1958), p. 110; Montana, House Journal of the Ninth Session
of the Legislative Assembly, 1905, p. 205.
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little on the position of the representatives.31 Thus the strength of
support for woman suffragée in 1905 seems directly related to urban

development. Minor parties were not a factor.

Incubation for Reform

Although the woman suffrage movement seemed dead in Moﬁtana
betﬁeen 1905 and 1911, complex socio-economic changes occurred aﬁring
this period to sef the stage for a popular surge for political refSrms;
including équal suffrage in 1914. The reform mood haa'momentum by 1910,
peaked in 1912, but carried over to %916. It was part of a nationwide.
progressive wave to bring greater coﬁtfollof government to the people
in order to preserve traditional social values.

Montana reformers worried most about intrusion of corporate
power into public affairs. As the tweﬁtieth century began, the
"kerosene and copper" trust acquired control over the ﬁress of the
state. In October 1903 the Amalgamated Copper Company (ACC, or '"the
Qompany") paralyzed the Montana economy in a shutdown;to force a
;pecial session of the legislature. As a result of the "Fair Trial"

law then enacted, ACC soon absorbed F., Augustus Heinze and its major

31Based on roll call on HB 77 (Montana, House Journal of the

Ninth Session of the Legislative Assembly, 1905, p. 205) and Waldron,
Montana Politics Since 1864, p. 110.
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competitors. The War of the Copper Kings was over. The Company had
demonstrated economic and political domination of the state. It did
not relax its power position during the following years. 1In i909 the
legislatﬁre legalized corporate mergers in Montana, giving out~of~state
monopolies even greater powers. Just before the 1911 legislature con-
vened, Judge E. K. Cheadle warned that 'special interests in\Montané were
far strongef'than state government, an "absurd and dangerous'" condi-
tion.32 The "effluvia" of which Téole spoké in 1903 sti}l ladened
Montana's political atmosphere.

o As nationally, the prospect for purifying government in Montana
was keyed to fuller popular controi of:the machinery of politics.
Structura} feforms such as primary election, initiative and referendum,
and direct election of United States senators appeared to reformers as
promising devices to shift the locus of political power. These changes
would increase the potential of citizens already enfrénchised. But
equal suffrage would extend the‘pdpular base to an.entire new class.
Women's application to help clean the "sFables" had become more
admissible.

Political dissidents had characteristically advocated equal

suffrage in anticipation of women's support for other reforms.

- 32'IIont:ana Lookout, January 23, 1909, p. 4; Western News,
September 6, 1910, p. 1; Fergus County Democrat, quoted in Montana
Lookout, December 31, 1910, p. 2.
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Socialists,'succeSSOrs to the People's party in Montana, included equal
franchise in a large package of reforms by which they ﬁéant.to break
the alleged control of the privileged class -over laws and the ballot..
The Socialists reform proposals were more tempered than their radical
fhetoric, and Montanans séem to havé taken the Soc;élist program, not
as a radical whimsy, but.as a constructive means to a more responsive
government:. Socia;ists rivalled Progressives in‘votiﬁg strength in’ R
1912, then Fook a 1ead-over them in 1914.

| Progressives, too, saw advantége'in'sharing.the ballot with -
women, not only to broaden the base for reforms,  but g}so to hold old
American vaiues against the unsettling'impacf of urbaﬁization and
industriélization. Only after a sweépiof progressive'i;itiatives in
1912 did political leaders accord woman suffrage earnest attention.
Politicians got the.message that the e}ectoratg was discontent with
corruption and privilege in affairs of government;.thé peop;e could
and would change the system. Thu;, the revival of the woman suffrage
issue in Mon£ana was a part and product of the progressive movement.

Homesteading on a large scéle,'a_phenomenon cépcurrent wi;h g

;progressivism in Montana, changed the charécter offthé staté's populace'
to one more receptive to woman. suffrage. In 1905 Montana still had a
vast domain of unappropriated pubiic lands. The wanted settlers were
slow in coming--fewer than. 3,500 homestead entries yearly throﬁgh

1907. Most of the early homesteaders in Montana had qualified~dndef
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the 1862 Homestead Acty which limited stakes to 160 acres. That size
was not sufficient in semi-arid, non-itrigable sections. Montana
agriculturallexperts thought 20-30 million acres of this semi-arid

land could-be dry-farmed. Railroads and coﬁmercial interests took _

up dryland prdmotion and ;eaped a quick bonanza in real esfa;e. Many
large ranches were broken‘up for private sales, and Indian lands were
opened fo settlement. In February 1909, after years of sharp contro-
versy over public land policy, Congress passed the Mondell Homestea§ Act,
doubling the allowable dryland acreége. Congress further encouraged
homésteaders by liberalizing residency requirements in 1912. For éight :
years, beginning in 1910, homesteaders thronged into Mpntana. (See
Table 3.) Irrigation made other‘agricultural develop;ent attractive.
Thus the rural population, particularly in the dry eastern countiés,
increased more rapidly than other segménts. (See Table 4&) By 1909

the value of Montana's agricultural product had surpassed the value .of

. . , 33
its mineral production.

33Mary Wilma M. Hargreaves, Dry Farming in the Northern Great
Plains, 1900-1925 (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1957), passim
(see especially pp. 329-356, 373-382, 439-448); Ralph H. Farmer,
"Analytical Survey and Study of Agricultural Conditions and the Mortgage
Loan Experience of the Federal Land Bank of Spokane in the State of
Montana, 1917-1927" (unpublished typescript, University of Idaho,
Moscow, n.d.), pp. 2-9; K. Ross Toole, Twentieth-~Century Montana: A
State of Extremes (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1972), Chs." 2
and 3.

Because county boundaries changed extensively, comparison of -
local growth 1910-1920 is difficult. However, the eastern and northern
areas doubled or tripled thelr population during this period. Although’
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Table 3. Homestead Entries in Montana, 1905-1919%

! Year Number Year Number
1905 2,386 1913 17,844
. 1906 3,398 - 1914 20,662
1907 3,347 1915 16,146
1908 5,328 1916 14,486
1909 7,484 1917 15,197
| . 1910 21,982 1918 9,429
1911 15,399 1919 5,462
1912 12,597

*Source: Ralph H. Farmer, "Analytical Survey and Study of the
Agricultural Conditions and the Mortgage Loan Experience
of ‘the Federal Land Bank of Spokane in the State of _

"Montana, 1917-1927" (unpublished typescript, University .
of Idaho, Moscow, n. d.); p. 6. ‘

Table 4.  Development of Montana Population, 1900-1920%

1920

7,000

1900 1910
Total Population 243,000 376,000 549,000
Fastern Section 93,000 177,000 314,000
Rural Population 159,000 243,000 377,000
Eastern Section 72,000 132,000 241,000
Number of Farms 13,000 26,000 58,000
Eastern Section 18,000 46,000

*Source: Mary Wilma M. Hargreaves, Dry Farming in the‘Northern_

Great Plains, 1900-1925 (Cambridge: Harvard University
Press, 1957), p. 441. ' T
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The homesteaders. came Qith families to build homes and ﬁermanent
communities. These women were not a fragile, protected sex; rather they
proved their capa;:ities beside their menfolk. Their ballot would
strengthen agricultural interests (many shared with pr@gressiVés) in
governmental issues. Why would rural men deny their women a part in
public decisions?

In November 1910 the doldrums of the national Suffragé move-
ment ended as Washington voters adopted woman suffrage by a wide margin
.(52,299 to 29,676). It was the first state to approve sincé 1896, when

" women in Utah and Idaho won the ballot.34 Opposition to equal suffrage

in Montana apparently had mellowed, too. The Great - Falls Tribune, still
hesitant‘tO'take a stand for woman's Qote, indicated in December 1910
that sentiment was maturing in suppoff of equal franchise. The editor
poiﬁted outlfhat higher education for women stimulated their civic

interest and serious wish to participate in public decisions. In a

a major portion of settlement was complete by 1914 (when the electorate
passed on woman suffrage), peak settlement in the '"Triangle," north of
Great Falls, came in 1917 and 1918. {(Waldron, Montana Politics Since
1864, pp. 129, 131, 174, 177; Hargreaves, Dry Farming in the Northern
Great Plains, 1900-1925, p. 442.)

34Washington in 1910 took a lead on the national Progressive
movement by electing a highly progressive legislature (but within -
traditional parties). The coincidence of adoption of the suffrage
amendment and the reforms enacted that year support the theory that
woman suffrage was a common element of progressive idéology. (William
"T. Kerr, Jr., "The Progressives of Washington, 1910-1912," Pacific
Northwest Quarterly, January 1964, pp. 16-27.)
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subsequent column the editor remarked that, és more states:granted
women the'ballot,‘eXPerience demonstrated that many of the old arguments
againstvwdmén suffrage were witho@tlmerit;BS MOntana;thught had

changed'a great deal sincé 1905.

35Great Falls Tribune, quoted in Mon;ané Lookout, December 10,
1910, p. 63 February 11, 1911, p. 6. :
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CHAPTER V
SISTERS IN YELLOW AND WHITE

Both the WCTU and the Monfana Equal Suffrage ‘organization figured
largely in the final phase of the.state's woman suffrage campaign.
Jeannette Rankin earned the generous credit traditiénally awarded her
for dédication'gnd remarkable 1eadership.7 Mary Long Alderson's less
dramatic but more sustained leadership for the cause of oman suffrage
is not so well remembered. And untold numbers of Montana women volun-
teered timg and &alents to the cause in 1914,

Born in 1é80, the oldest of six children, Jeannette Rankin.grew
up in the Bitterfoot Valley (Ravalli County) and graduated from the
University of Montana in 1902. After trying several vocations, sﬁe‘
attended the School for Philanthropy in New York City 1908—1909, then
experimentea briefly witﬁ ciﬁic.projeéfs in Missoula before moving on
to social welfare wdrk with a Spokane children's home. In 191Q Miss
Rankin‘enrolled at the University of Washington, Seattle, to prepare.for
a legislative career in order to combat social proBlems. The Washington
suffrage c;mpaign was already well advanced under Mrs. DeVoe's able
 leadership. Miss Rankin joined the university equal éuffrage club and

plunged into statewide campaign activities.

lFor biographies of Miss Rankin, see:Board, "The Lady'from
Montana;' Harris, "Jeannette Rankin." Also see Schaffer, "The Montana
Woman Suffrage Campaign," pp. 9-15,
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- In Decgmber 1910, after sﬁccess 1n Washington, Miss'Rankin came
home to Missoula. She brought campaign tecﬁniques garnered particularlf
from her Washington apprenticeship: keep suffrage a single issue, don't
rouse the opposition, persuade with "facts" (especially in print),
maintain.an affirmative posifioh, and contact every voter personally.2
Jeannette Rankin was young (30), unencumbered by family responsibilities,
and unworried about personal finances. Citizen action in govermment,
peace, and social justice were~her'gréat concerns.- She saw sdffrage
as a responsibility, not a privilege. An intellectual, MiSs‘Rankin
nonetheless.could empathize with the less fortunate. Social ills coulq
be remedied by better laws, but without woman suffrége, she insisted,
women and children were inadequately represented in legislative halls.
Many of Jeannette Rankin's ideas and methods were eclectic, but she
rallied new spirit at an opportune time.

An equal suffrage amendment was again proposed in the Montana
legislative assembly which convened in early Janua?y 1911, just after
Jeannette Rankin's return to the state. Dr. D. J. Donohue, representa-
tive from Dawson County, had begn persuaded to introduce the bill,

perhaps by the WCTU of Glendive. Rumors .circulated that Donohue did

gHarris, "Jeannette Rankin," p. 44.
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not personally subscribe‘to the franchise for women; but whatever the
case, he conscientiously performed his duties as sponsor.

The suffrage‘bill (HB 147) was a "red-hot poker" which most
legislators did not want to handle. Speaker W. W. McDowell assigned it
to the Committee on Development and Publicity, chaired by D. L. O'Hern,
Not wanting to bear reéponsibility for disposition of the issue, the
committee reported HB 147 without recommendation except that it be
printed and'placed on general orders. This adopted, fhe controversial
decigion passed to the House floor.4

The Donéhue bill was on special order for the afternoon of
February 1. The representatives invited senators and suffragiéps, and
in chivalrous gesture to their visitors they decorated the House chamber
with flowers. Although the Senate declined as a body, most of its
Democrats and éeveral Repu;liqans attended thé hearing. Floor privilege
was accorded to Senators Thomas Stout, Fred Whiteéide, and W. G. George

for brief comments. The House also extended floor privilege to any

3"Legislative Gossip," Helena Independent (Semi-Weekly),
February 3, 1911, p. 3; Alderson "A Half Century of Progress for Montana
Women," p. 16. Mrs. Grace Gilmore and Mrs. Wallace Perham, both of
Glendive, were prominent leaders of the WCTU and ardent suffragists.,

_ 4"Legislative Gossip," Helena Independent (Semi-Weekly),
January 24, 1911, p. 3; House Journal, 1911, p. 209.
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suffragists who wanted to testify, but Jeannette Raﬁkin'spoke for all.5
"01d workers" in the Montana suffrage movement, including Mary Long
Alderspn, Dr. Marié Dean, and Dr. ﬂary Moore Atwater‘(Ella Knowles
Haskell had died a few dayg earlier) were honored én tﬁe speakers plat-
form. Colonel C. B. Nolan introdﬁced Miss Rankin. In the 20—minuteA
speech . (which her brother Wellington had helped to prepare), Miss Rankin
drew on facts of woman suffrage experience elsewhére. Then sHle: asked for
earnest.consideration of the bill for submission of the equal suffrage
question té the voters. Representative Joseph Binnard, a leading
opponent of woman suffrage, gave Miss Rankin a bouquet of violets.

" In the debate that followed, Colonel Nolan, William Berry, aqd
Nelson Stéry; Jr., sboke for the Donohue bill. Burton K. Wheeler, a
freshman legiélator from Butte, obstructed Qithvrépéated';mendments
intended "to be facetious, such as a.proposal that women qualify for
. the ballot as mother of at least si% children. Wheeler obstreperously
appealed rulings by the'chai;‘tﬁat he was out of order. While E. J.
-McNally had earned special enmity of fhe\suffragists earlier, the most»
effective oppoﬁeﬁts during this debate weré E. F, 6'F1ynn and Joseph

Binnard. All outspoken opponents that day were Bﬁtte Democrats.

5The honor of floor privilege to suffragists was not new. 1In
1897 the House had allowed Ella Knowles Haskell and Sarepta Sanders
to speak. In 1903 many suffragists gave testimony in both chambers of
the legislature. .
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Donohue inéiéted oﬂ roll call. After a call of the house, the bill
cleared the Committee of the Whole with the surprising strength of.
38 to 32.6 |

On fingl reading of HB 147 two days later, there was no debate,
only brief expressions in response to roll cali. O'Hern pointed out
that the American Féderation of Labor and its Montana affiliate, as
well as the Helena Trades and Labor Assembly, had endorsed the bill.
Wheeler capitulated, maintaining that he was "unalterably opposed to
the enf;anchisement of woman," but he felt it right that the electora;e
should pass on the question. Despite'persistent cail of the house, 10
.represeﬁtatives (inclﬁding‘Nolan).could not be rallied for the final .
county. At the last moment Donohue switched his vote in order to move
for reconsideration, and the bill won the insufficiént majority of 33
to 30.7 Several days later by a tie vote the Housé refused to recon~

.

sider the billﬂ But Donohue had done everything possible for his bill.

As in 1905 there was no significant difference in partisan
position on the woman suffrage bill: ;7 Democrats and 16 Republicans

voted for the measure, 19 Democrats and 11 Republicans opposed it, and

5 from each party were absent. A study of counties by size of popula-~

6Helena Independent, February 2, 1911, pp. 1, 5; Harris,
" "Jeannette Rankin,' -pp. 49~52; Alderson, "A Half Century of Progress
for Montana Women," pp. 16~17. Mrs. Alderson considered Miss Rankin an
outsider: ''Miss Rankin had entered the suffrage work, as representing
the National, and we old workers . . . all supported her and sat on
the speakers platform." :

’Helena Independent, February 4, 1911, p. 2.
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tion, however, shows not only a division of view related to population

4

density, but also a radical change in voting pat&ern'from that of 1905.
This time woman suffrage was turned down by the more populous areas-and
heartily supported by the sparsely settled counties. Those with only =
one represenpative each (twg more counties were in the category in

1911 than in 1905) voted 7 to 1 in support--and the:one'negative was
Donohue's switch for parliamentary purpose. Counties with two répre—
sentatives voted 10 to 6 in favor. Thus, the 19 least populated of the
28 counties officialiy registered 17 fo 7, actually 18:to 6, for sub-
miséion of the amendment. No other counties showed decided support.
Silver Bow Counfy voted 2. to.l against HB 147, and Cascade County -cast
the heaviésg proportion, 4 to 1, against it.8 (See Table 5.)

Heartened by majority support in the 1911 House of Representa-
tives, Montana suffragists prepared for a major offénsive to pry.an
equal suffrage amendment out of the next legislature. This meant a
thorough campaign to elect legislators favorable to the cause, But
suffrage organizations in Montana had atrophied after 1903. Dr. Mary
Moore Atwater and Dr. Maria Dean kept a working comﬁittee alive in the

Marysville-~Helena area. Probably a club persisted in Missoula. 1In the

8Based on roll call on HB 147, Montana, House Journal of the
Twelfth -Session of the Legislative Assembly, 1911, p. 366; Helena
Independent, February 4, 1911, p. 2; and Waldron, Montana Politics
Since 1864, p. 132.
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Table 5. Vote on the Woman

Suffrage Bill, 1911%

No. of Voté .
- Rep., For Against
12 Silver Bow (Butte) . 3 6 - (3 absent)
7. . Lewis and'Clark (Helena) '3 2 .°(2 absent)
' 6 . .8 .
6 Deer Lodge {(Anaconda) 2 3 (1 absent)
5 Cascade (Great Falls) 1 4 :
4 Missoula (Missoula) 2 2
. ) 5 9 .
3 ea.. Flathead, Gallatin, Jefferson,
Madison (4) . 5 6 (1 absent)
j‘2 ea;-' Beaverhead, B:oadwatef, Chouteau, '
B : Custer, Fergus, Granite, Meagher, - . - ~ .
Park, Ravalli (9) - 10 6 (1 absgnt)
1 ea. Carbon, Dawson, Lincoln, Powell, ' ‘ ‘
Rosebud, Sanders, Sweet Grass, ' a :
Teton, Valley, Yellowstoné (10) _8 _0 (2 absent)
: ' 23 12

aDonohue'svot:e'is tabulated here as in support of HB 147.

*Source:

Ellis L. Waldron, Montana Politics Since 1864: An Atlas of

Elections (Missoula: Montana State University Press, 1958),
p. 132; Montana, House Journal of the Twelfth Session of

- the Legislative Assembly, 1911, p. 366.
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absence of a state organization, Jeannette Rankin urged fhe réjeqvenated
Missoula Political.Equality Club to take the lead in directing étate
work., Helena suffragists also’quickly mobilized on the initiative of
Dr. Maria Dean and Dr. Eﬁiné—Murrgy. Both clubs felt that most opposi—
tion stemmed from ignorance, that only a small minority of legislators
understood the pros énd cons of the suffrage questién. Therefore, they
recognized education as their great task..9

Montana suffragists accomplished'little during the néxt year and
a half. intthe meantime, socialite.Harriet Laidlaw, chairman of the
.Manhattan bofough of the Woman Suffrage Party, hired Jeannette Rankin to
a;sist her for six months in New York City on the recoﬁmendation of a
NAWSA collgague of Miss Rankin in.the Washington campaign. Miss Rankin
continued suffrage work under NAWSA sponsorsShip including the succeséful
California campaign during the fall of 1911, then back in New York

-state and in Ohio. Miss Rankin returned to Montana in the summer'of

9Daily Missoulian, February.16, 1911, p. 10; Montana Lookout,
¥ebruary 25, 1911, p. 7; March 4, 1911, pp. 8-9; Alderson, "A Half
Century of Progress for Montana Women," p. 13.

Topping, 'Montana," HWS, VI, p. 361, states that prior to 1911
""some of the political equality clubs lived on, the strongest one in
Missoula' and mentions W. G. McCormick and Rankin as leaders. However,
they were elected in mid~February 1911 (after which Miss Rankin was
out-of-state a great deal). Biographers Board and Larson credit Miss
Rankin with organizing the club-in Missoula, but Harris and Schaffer
more modestly say that she immediately joined her home club and gave it
new life. News stories on club activities in early 1911 suggested.the
latter. .

Sources vary as to the growth of suffrage clubs. Suffrage
Daily News (November 2, 1914) mentioned clubs only in Missoula, Helena,
and Kalispell by August 1912. :
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1912, frustrgted by recent failurgs and exhausted. But she did not
rest 1dng. | ‘ |

The pemocratic'étate convention met’in'Grea£ Falls in late
August, and ihe Republicans met there a week later. Jeannette Rankin
and a small committee contacted every deieggfe to both conventions to‘
'try to sécure suffrage planks in the ﬁlatforms. The Democratic con-
vention was the critical testing ground. There the recommendation of
the Commitfee on Resolutions f;voring a plank for sﬁbmission of an
equal suffrage amendment to the voters precipigated a lengthy debate.
Joseph Smith (Beaverhead) led the minority challenge and Judge J. M
Evans (Missoula) defended the majority report.‘ Democfats retained the
suffrage plank by a small plurality., In a year of high Prégréssive
"insurgency,' Republicans could do no less. As they had done Before,

. s s s o 11
the minor parties also endorsed submission of the suffrage question.

10Harris, "Jeannette Rankin," passim; Board, "The Lady From
Montana," pp. 22-24. Larson in "Battle for the Ballot" (p. 34) leaves
quite a different impression of development of Montana organizations and
of Jeannetté Rankin's activities during 1911 and 1912. However, his
dates are unclear and his paragraphs are not documented.

llHelena Independent, August 30, 1912, pp. 1-2; September 6,
1912, pp. 1-2. Scrapbooks of Montana political conventions and elec-
tions, IX, Historical Society Library, Helena. Many'clippingS'are not
identified or dated.

' The Butte Miner tabulated Democratic votes on their suffrage
plank. Delgates of the northeast, extreme northwest, and central por-
tion of Montana, plus Ravalli County voted very heavily in favor of the
plank. The southeast, southwest, and older urban centers, plus Toole
and Yellowstone counties, firmly turned.it down. Even the delegates

from Missoula County, home of Evans and Rankin,; rejected equal suffrage
at this convention.
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Following the party conventions, suffragists pressed.legi§1a~
tive candidates for individual pledges of support., In Butte, women
vigo;ously campaigned against "énti" James McNally. ~ (He won his re-bid
for awHouée}seat,wbut:expediently voted for the l§l3 suffragg Bill.)
After the election, éuffragists wrote ietters to Sam‘Stewart, gévernor—
elecé, and to W. W. McDowell, lieutenant governor—elect,vasking that
they direct fulfillment of their party's suffrage pledge. .Holdovef
Senator Tom Stout, progressive Democrat from Fergus County, agfeéd,to
sSponsor an équal suffrage bill in the coming legislature.

Democrats won every state and national office in the Montana
election of l912,'and they controlled both legislative chambers. The
electorate héd demonstrated depth of reform mood by passing all four
initiatives (the first ever on a Montana balldt):‘ for direct primary
elections, popular referendum for election of United States senators,
présidehtial preference primary; and a qorrupt.practices act. All
éarried by more than 70 pef cent., Thus, voters could be expeétgd to
hold the Democrats accountable for their progressive platform. Goverﬁor
Stewart in his message recomméended that the iegislature engct the various
reforms pledged in the party platform, including the amendment to strike

1"

"male' from voter qualifications. Unlike Toole in 1902, Stewart offered

no oratory on the subject of equal suffrage.1

l2Waldron, Montana Politics Since 1864, pp. 136-147; "Governor's
Message," Helena Independént, January 7, 1913, pp. 1, 3.
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; _.Suffragists . were not confident. The conservative,wingkoﬁ both
SR BUNE SRS S A ; ‘ B T Lot R )
major parties-was strongly represented in the legislature. Thé 1imit

oh

of three coﬁs;itutioyal amendments per éleqtion might deny the equal
suffrage queétion a place on the 1914 ballot. And liquor interests
were prepared to fight‘legislation unfavorable to them. TWO'liqﬁor
1obbyi§ts muscled in‘on tables assigned to reporters in fhé~House,
insisting on the privilege because they would publish a monthly circuiar
in Butte (for the liquor league's Montaﬁa Protective Association).
Understandably, saloonmen contended that woman suffrage would mean
agitation forllocal option, so their-—axe was rgady for the suffrage
bill.13 |

As legislatoré assembled at the capital in early January 1913,
suffragists from all éeétions of the state also convened there to
establish a permanent state structure, to plan their lobbying, and to
organiée for a continuing campaign. This new'Montana’Equal Suffrage
Association (MESA) operated freely without constitgtion or by—laws; and,

at least until the Central Committee's second meeting (ih late June

1913), it did not affiliate with NAWSA. Miss Rankin continued as

Fl

13”Legislative Gossip,'" Helena Independent, January 7, 1913, p.
-3; Montana Progressive, January 16, 1913, p. 4. Possibly House rules
barred lobbyists from the floor at that time.

I ',}A:'
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chairman aﬁd Miss.Ida Auerbach became press chairman.14 Miss Rankin
urged her colleagues not to form a suffrage party, 81ﬁce all of Montana's
political parties were pledged .to support subm1531qn of an equal
suffrage amdnemeﬁt. In a body, the organized suffragists called on
the governor and the legislative chambers,vtﬁen applauded the governor's
endorsement from the galleries. Politicians could not ignére the .-

- . 1
activity of the determined women. >

4Other officers were: assistant chairman, Mrs. Grace Gilmore
(Glendive, also in WCTU), and Mrs. Helen Fitzgerald Sanders (Butte, °
daughter-in-law of Wilbur Sanders); secretary, Mrs. Eleanor Sample
Coit (Big Timber); treasurer, Mrs. Wilbur Smith (Helena); finance chair-
man, Mrs, Wallace Perham (Glendive, also in WCTU); and literature chair-
man, Mrs. Harry Poindexter (Dillon). At the next meeting, .called by
Mrs. Coit in June 1913, Mrs, John Willis (Glasgow) was added as recording
secretary; Miss Mary Cantwell (Hunters' Hot Springs) became literature

" - chairman. Mary O0'Neill also was named press chairman by June 1914.

(Beginning October 1, 1913, a professional journalist had already
replaced Miss Auerbach--maybe Miss 0'Neill, maybe Miss Mildred Sherrill
of Butte.) Also by June 1914 Mrs. Edith Clinch (Butte, also in WCTU)
was treasurer; Miss Eloise Knowles (Missoula) was literature chairman;
Dr. Maria Dean (Helena) and Mrs, L. O. Edmunds (Absarokee) were finance
chairmen. (Helena Independent, January 7, 1913, p. 5; Montana Progres-
sive, June 26, 1913, p. 2; October 8, 1913, p. 2; "Weekly Bulletin,"
June 12, 1914, cited by Larson, "Battle for the Ballot,! p. 36.

Several accounts explain that the 1913-1914 MESA avoided a con-
stitution because of dissension over an earlier one. This study was
unable to verify the incident. Another plausible explanation is suggested
by Miss Rankin's pragmatism and preference for flexibility; she was not
interested in mundane procedures ot history.

Mrs. Coit initiated inquiry about national affiliation in an
exchange of letters with, Mary Ware Dennett in May and June 1913. (Woman
Suffrage file, Historical Society Library, Helena.) ‘

15Helena Independént, January 4, 1913; p. 8; January 7, 1913,
p. 5; January 8, 1913, p. 2.
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Stou;'s equal.suffrage bill (SB 1) came'up early in thé session

and sailed through. There was no debate in the Senate and very little
in the House, where Joseph Pope (of the AntijSaloon League) was ready
with his own suffrage bill. Both hsuses passed SB 1 nearly Qnanimously;
26-to 2 in'the~Senate and 74 to 2 in the Housé; Only Republicans cast
éﬁposing voﬁes; Party discigline kept the Democratic record unstained.
With their heavy majority Democrats were pressed to honof their cam-
paign pledge; Severalhwho opposed woman suffrage grumbled through their
duty to cast a supporting vote. The governor signeélSB 1 on January 25,
1913.16 |

Although the work of the Hélena Equality League and Miss Rankin
had borné fruit in the legislature; the happy suffragists knew that
much work lay ahead. The amendment would be sdbmitted to the electorate
_on a separate ballot in an off-year election. Opposition was sure to
mount to vie for the vote of Montana's males.17 And because NAWSA

appointed Jgaﬁnette,Rankin national Field Sécretary,_she could not

give Montana her prime attention for a while.

l6Mohi:ana, Senate journél; Thirteenth Sessien, 1913, pp. 109-
110; passim; Montana, House Journal, Thirteenth Session, 1913, p. 169;
Waldron, Montana Politics Since 1864, p. 142,

l'Heleﬁa'Independent, January 24, 1913, p. 8; Montana
Progressive (Helena), January 30, 1913, pp. 1, 7. '
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v Bufté'énd.Silver Bow County suffragisfsnpfbmptly spéfked enthus-
iasm wi;ﬂ a rally. Sarepta Sanders spoke, urging that Womeh "séend less

time on bridge and reading the Ladies Home Journal and give more thought

to human welfare." She stressed that voting was a serious responsibility.
Woﬁéq's vote would not bring about the milleﬁnium, but it would be used
to "ﬂasten the coming of a more just state."18 Great Falls suffragists
organized on March 20. Miss Friedé fligelman, principal speaker, denied
pérrow feminist aims aqd cast the suffrage movement in a broad humani-
tarian mold; Women asked for the franchise as citiéens, she stressed.
The ballot was not their final goal; father'it.was‘a means to a more
decent social exisfgence.19

New York banker James Laidlaw, national president of the Men's
League for Woman Suffragé, lent his aésistance té form a Montana chaptér
in July 1913. .It was ehe first affiliate in the West. The ofganization
gave tacit endorsemeng to the principle of equal suffrage from publicly-
respectéd ﬁén: Probably it did little actﬁal work. Weliington D. Rankin,

Jeannette's lawyer brother of Helena, was president of the Montana

League.20

18Montana Progressive, February 7,‘1913; P. 7.

1b1d., Marcn 27, 1913, p. 7.

] 20Other officers, .all "vice presidents" except for A. B. Castell,
secretary, were: Pearl I. Hindley (Boulder), W. J. McCormick (Missoula),
James O'Connor (Livingston), John L. Slattery (Glasgow)., Sam W, Teagarden
(Forest Grove); and H. D. Weenink (Dillon). (Montana Progressive, July
31, 1913, p. 2.) : -
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- #ﬂ From February 1913 p0831b1y until January 1914 MlSS Rankln
devote& most of her time to natlonal suffrage work She ass1sted -
campaigns in North DakoFa, Michigan, and Florida. She participated in
demonstrations,B& suffﬁagists in Washington, D. C. which were led by
the militant Alicg Pauli the parade on the daf.before Woodrow Wi;éon's
inauguration which nearly turned into a riot; and thé Julf 31 pilgri-~
mage bearing petitions tb Congress. And she lobbied‘&n Capitol Hill.
HoweQer, Miss Rankin did find time to attend meetings of the Montana
suffragists's;sgate central committee in léte June (in Livingston) and
in late September (in Butte).21

The Montana suffrage campaign éoved into its final sfage early

in 1914, MESA opened headquarters in Butte on February 1, an event
announced Ey a.letter from Jeannette Rankin ﬁo every voter. And that
ménth Mr. and ﬁrs. James Laidlaw of New York, on Miss Rankin's invita-
tion, called briefly in several Montana cities convenient to their
private rail car--Billings, Helena, Butte, and Missoula. ForAfive 4ays
the Laidlaws aﬁ& Miss Rankin spoke at meetings and attended special

social events. Their whirlwind campaign helped to lend prestige to the

21Harris, "Jeannette Rankin," pp. 70-77; Suffrage Daily News,
November 2, 1914. Perhaps Mrs. James Sanders of Butte and Mrs. Harvey
Coit of Big Timber carried the burden of the MESA. leadershlp in th1s
period.
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suffrage cause and to fill its coffers.'22 "Guesfg" they'were,'gut.glso
qut;idéfs, thelfirsf of several professional éuffrégisté fb Qd;kﬁiﬁx‘
Montana's finéi,campaign. |

The MESA suffragists criss-crossed the state in 1914, Miss
Rankin herself logged 9,600 miles. Ihey_staged some éuffrégé events. of
théir own, but ubiquitously appeared at .other:gatherings: at conven-
tions of women's organizations and of the siate press, at agricultural
fairs, and at holiday celebratioms.’ They planted claques‘to "inspire"
politicians to speak for suffrage. The MESA suffragists supplemented
‘their personal appearance campaign with extensive printed materials,
feature stories inrnewspapers, andvépecial editions of many publica-
tions. Théir "Week1y Bulletin," submitted'to editors throughout the
state, aimed especially at rural people._

. Outéide speakefs, mostly from the East and widely known among
suffragists, assisfed in all but four Montana counties. The most puE—
licized were "General' Rosalie Jones and '"Colonel" Ida Craft, Miss
Margaret Hinchey (a laundry worker), and Kathryn Blake (a school

-2 . ) .
principal dedicated also to peace). 3 These NAWSA workers were not

22Montana Progressive, February 12, 1914, pp. 1, 2; Clippings
in the Woman Suffrage collection, Montana Historical Society Library,
Helena. ‘ : _

23Montana Progressive, July 28, 1914, p. 3; Harris, "Jeannette
Rankin," pp. 86-88.
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' well—tecéiVed&: A story relates that ‘in Miles City:during phé'ﬁburth_
of July parade, cowpunchers vented their antagonism toward "General"

Jones by roping her as she marched.24

Monta;;';.budget‘was nof strained by this external aid, since
most_of the outsidé speakers volunteered their sérviceé and even paid
part or all of their travel expenses. Montana, suffragists were grateful
for direct fipancial aid, also. NAWSA and suffrage organizations of '
cher states covered about half of the $9,000 spent on the Montana
campaign. Rosalie'Jones donated $1,000 which she had raised during
the 1913 piigrimage from New York to Washington, D. C. And the Laidlaws
added $600 to National's help to replenish MESA funds lost .when a Butte

bank failed in September 1914.25

The ﬁqu of the Montana Equal Suffrage Associatiop was supple-
mented in 1913 and 1914 by a separate suffrage campaigﬁ conducted by
the WCTU. The MESA and the WCTU became irreconcilable over strategy.
in dealing Wi?h the tie between ﬁrohibition and thé ballot for women.
UHOWever, the two organizations agreed on major concepts: that woman
had special attributes, and that society needed woman's voté. - Both

groups viewed enfranchisement of women not as an ultimate goal, but as

4Interview with Mrs. Agnes Wiggenhorn. .

25Montana Progressive, May 22, 1913, p. 3; Topping, VMpﬁtana,"'
‘HWS, VI; p. 3653 Schaffery. !"The Montana - WomdnSuffrage "Campaign," pp.
13-14. ‘ .

{0
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tool to be used for social betterment. Both saw the vote as a serious
responsibility for which ﬁomen needed broad civic preparation.

Both Montana sgffrage groups in this final perioﬁ turned to a
modified Victorian concept of woman which was consdﬁant with popular
thought. Womaﬁ was morally and inteilectually different from man. Her
needs and views wgre~related to home and family, an orientation,whicﬂf
nourished a superior moral being. Rarely did either suffrage'group mgnf
tion that women should have full political rights for reason of eqﬁai'
justice. Feminist theories of iﬁdividuél-rights had been largely swept
under the rug. Women were needed in public affairs precisely‘because
of their inherent, uhique qualities.,

Bofh the MESA and the WCTU saw extension of the franchise to
women as a means to obtain legislation which they regarded as'neceséary

" to safeguard traditioﬁal social ideals. Té the MESA this meant progres-
sive measures for greater ﬁrotection of the interests of women and
éhiidren, health and safety regulation, and political reforms to curb
tﬁe sélfish and corrupt elements of-power. To thg WCTU it also meant
statutory control over personal ﬁqrality. The WCTU intended to apply
women's power to secure restrictive laws to achieve éivic righteousness.

. 2
to 'bring & moral, uplifting element into the electorate." 6 o

26Woman's Voice, December 1914, p. 7.
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p',Fdréébst the WCTU'wanted étate'proﬁibitioﬁ'ofvliqﬁoyytréffida

But it also_had.petitioned and lobbied for local option laws, a higher

age of consent for girls, and juvenile laws; it wanted statutes

against gambling; porhography, and use of tobacco. .THis, to the WCTU,

did not mean infringement of legitimate liberty:

Liberty does not mean the inalienable right to do any-
thing. that is destructive to society as a whole. -Society
has a similar right to protection that the individual is
entitled to. -Under the theory of organic and social evolu-
tion, progress has only been made by suppressing destructive
agencies. -On this theory the temperance question was founded.

27

WCTU women did not expect miracles. "Moral laws do not legislate beople

into moral life," Mrs. Alderson commented, 'but they give every one a

better chance to become moral." They saw their work as a constructive,

progressive social force:

Tradition is a good footstool. We must stand on the
shoulders of the Past in order to get a wide view of .the
Present. 'We must break the shackles that hamper our
development. . ... [Tradition] tries to relieve distress and
remedy an error here and an ill there. Progress which makes
for efficiency concerns itself with causes. It changes those
conditions . . . does the vital constructive things. Tradi-
"tion-tries to reform., .-, . Tradition keeps the social evil’
and the saloon,

WCTU growth in Montana had been continuous (in contrast to the

decliné ofISuffrage clubs after 1903). From 14 local unions with 330

7Reprlnt from the Butte Trlbune*Rev1ew in the Montana Lookout,

December 17 1910, p. 1.

7.

28Woman s Voice, Qctober 1914, pp. 16~17, 30; December 1914, p.
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members in 1896, it increased to 45 unions w1th 1, 102 enrolled 1n l9lO

) l

and to 50 chapters w1th 1, 212 members 1n 1912 The goal of 2 000
: u ),4,' .
members in 1914, at the helght of the suffrage campaign, failed.. How—

ever,. that year chapters 1n Billings, Laurel Park C1ty, Columbus,

White Sulphur Sprlngs, Wlnston, and Forest Unlon (Forest Grove*) doubled
-their memberships,'while Sidney and’ Lewistown each added more than 50

to their rolls ' Of these centers, only two had more than 2 500 popu—v.;

latlon in 1910, none- of the.older urban centers were among the rdpid
5 .
gainers.
' At its ‘state convention in October 1913, the WCTU decided that

their'campaign for'the'equal suffrage amendment‘should take precedence'

-over all other Union activities in the coming year To coordinate the -

-WCTU effort, the women resumed publicatiOn of their own Journal w1th

30

" issue of the Woman s Voice in December 1913; nMary Long.Alderson—-as

state'president,,superintendent of the suffrage.department managing
editor, and maJor contributor to the Voice—-was WCTU s key figure She

was the spur, conscience, and voice of the sisterhood. Although polltely

1

- 29Alderson,'"Thirty--Four Years in the Montana Women's. Christian

‘-Temperance Unlon," PP. 4-7; Woman's Voice, October 1914, p. 9; November

1914, p. 63 Waldron, Montana Politicg Since 1864, p. 129, _ '
30,.

The Montana WCTU had previously published the W. C T.U. Voice'

- for five years, beginning in 1903._ During 1914 -the WCTU eirculated

1,000 to 1, 500 copies of Woman's V01ce,‘except for May.- In May 2, 500

'copies -of a special suffrage edition were printed and copies were .
. given to-. editors and volunteers. : :
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expressing cooperation with other suffragists, Mrs. Alderson insisted
upon independent strategy. The WCTU would "carry .out its own suffragg
caﬁpaign;‘cqoperating witﬁ any suffrage oyganization where-practi;. i

cable."31

Mrs. Alderson kept both the Anti-Saloon League; led by
Joseph Pope,.and the MESA at a cool distance. 1In both cases thé reason
was partly duelto personal differences-but more to conflicting notions
regarding the:conduct of the campaign. The Anti~Saloon Leaguelwas
politically oriented and professional directed, and it lacked esprit de
" corps such as marked the WCTU's sisterﬁood.

The major disdgreement between the WCTU and the MESA'apose frém
the MESA's effofts to dissociate from the prohibition issue. Suffra-
gists and prohibitionists across the‘country‘were convinced that aroused
liquor men could tap extensive financial and political resources. In
Montana the liquor 1ob£y evidently had already eﬁptied its cash drawer
to résist various legislative proposals which threatened its welfare.32
Would the liquér fraternity oatside the stdte have sufficient interest
in the fate of woman suffrage here to help its remote brethern? Should-

- Montana suffragists try to steal past the liqubr-interésts or face them

directly? 'Mary Long Alderson reasoned that the liquor people knew full

.well why the WCTU and the Anti-Saloon League wanted the ballot for women

31Womah's Voice, June 1914, p. 9.

o 32Board, "The Lady From Moﬁtana," p. 45; Woman's Voice, May
1914, p. 11..
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" nobody would be fooled. She felt that the "undercover" approach had

.\

defeated woman suffrage in other contests. "Temperance and suffrage

' she declared. '"Everything that tends to advance

n33

are twin sisteré,'
.temperance tends to bring strength to the woman suffrage movement.
Therefore, the WCTU would not sidestep confrontation with liquor men.

But Jgannette Rankin's training taught her'to keep the suffrage
.issue simplg, a rule she violated énly to speak for peace. Identifica—.
tion of equal suffrage With otﬁer creeds or céuses cduld only distract
‘support. Furthermore, the line bétween "drys'" and "wetsﬁ:in regard to
supporf Af woman suffrage was not distinct; and Jeannette Rankin meant
to gét ever&-possible vote.34

The Markeson incident in January 1914 brought thgse differences

in campaign strategy to an early head. Miss Clara Markeson of Ohio,

organizer for the National Anti-Suffrage Association, came to Butte for

a clandestine visit with the publisher of the National Forum, publica-
tion of the liquor trade. Presumably Miss Markeson wanted. the Eéggg to
discontinue open belligerence toward woman suffrage becauée it:wés
helping the suffragists, and let her "Antis" carry the public fight.

The news leak left an appearance.of.collusiqn that benefited the suffra-

gists. The Forum admitted the incident, and although it protested

33Woman's Voice, July 1914.

34Moﬁtana'Progressive, July 28, 1914, p. 3.

LN
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gumshoe methods, it did tone down its attack onlwoman.suffrage.35
Liquor interest became so discreet that Mary Long Alderson reported in
May 1914 that,'with the Montana liquor convention's proclamation of
neutrality on the suffrage issue, there was "no organized opposition to
woman's being given thé ballot in our.;tate;" Still, as if to alert
‘readers of the Voice not to belleve thét llquor opp031t10n had faded"
away, that same issue reproduced the text of a letter (dated February 19,
1914) from the "Eureaﬁ of Protection" in Butte to the "Farmers' Club."
The circular letter, in part, warned its membérs that woman  suffrage
meant the end of saloons in Montana -and admonished, ”It.is your duty
to use every endeavdrAto prevent the adoption of th suffrage amend-
36 '

ment. The extent of liquor opposition in Montana may never be known.

The liquor men did not.leave many records.

35Board,'"The Lady from Montana," p. 46; Harris, "Jeannette
Rankin," p. 79; Larson, "Battle for the Ballot," pp. 37-38. Board says
that Mrs. Arthur Dodge, national president of the Antl—Suffraglsts,
accompanied Miss Markeson to Butte.

< ..

36Woman s Voice, May 1914, p. 7. The "Farmers' Club" in
Montana might have been patterned after the '"National Farmers Union."
Both seem to have been fronts for non-agricultural interests. Both
opposed various public issues, including woman suffrage. The National
Farmers Union was funded by railroads, a banker-rancher, and the Texas
Businessmen's Association (a motley of big corporations, including.
brewers). It supplied quantities of free boilerplate to editors.
(Flexner, Century of Struggle, pp. 300-301.)
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As a result of the Markeson folly, which éied "Antis" with
1iqu6r intereéts, Jeannette Rankiq's suffragists became'confidgnt’of
the "dry" vgté. They could afford to dissociate their c¢ampaign from
-tempefance.suffragists and invite support of the "wets." At one point
the MESA leéders sweepingly déclared.thaf they were not intereéted iﬁ
social reforms;37 Mary Long Alderson responded by"underscoring that
the WCTU had to go-it alone. She tried to bind the sisteré inlloyélty,
In the February Voice she wrote: | |

"As we are "driving our own team," we urge all our members

to be loyal to their own and contribute all they give to
suffrage work through the Women's Christian Temperance
Union. . . . Other organizations are necessary for other
women, but not for our own. . . .

Mrs. Alderson répeated her plea in the June Voice:

For thirty years our organization has been educating our
members as to the need and use of the ballot. Our own out-
lines . . , for the study and discussion of all points rela-
tive to the woman's vote, are as complete and comprehensive
as can ‘be. We need no separate society to préepare ourselves
for the ballot. We can best work along our own conservative
lines 'and co-operate with other suffrage organizations when
wise and practicable. ' '

But some of WCTU's capable women continued to work in both
suffrage organizations, as they had in the past. They were proud of
their white ribboﬁs symbolizing temperance and their yellow ribbons-

for suffrage. In 1914 the MESA was better-organized than the WCTU,

37He’lena Independent, February 26, 1914,
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much better-financed, and its 1éédership generated;bfqéd enthusiasm,
Codperétion seemed practical, so some women werextérn—ygtwéen,tﬁe_J
suffrage factions. Mrs. Maggie Smith Hathaway was one of these.
Maggie Smith Hathaway, a former teacher 'and a dedicated member
of the WCTU, wanted to campaign only .for the suffrage amendment in 1914,
but Mrs. Alderson held a tight rein and insisted that Mrs. Hathaway
also campaign for prohibition. MESA suffragists did not receive.her-
warmly either. Mrs. Hathaway recalled:
I then turned to the state suffrage organization. But the
president and other women were afraid of my white ribbon, so
I was told. Later, I was told the leader [Jeannette Rankin]
was afraid of my speaking ability and also aspired to political
office.. . . [M]y spirit of independence and persistence
asserted itself. I decided to go on making votes even if I
"did have to pay my own bills, do my own advertising and bill-
posting. -I went from town to town, speaking in eVery'county
of the state, . . . to crowds and groups wheréver I found
them. o -
A glimmer of cooperation occurred near the cloée of the cémpaign when,
according to Mrs. Hathaway, she responded to an invitation from
suffrage headquarters to participate in a four~day program at a tri-
county fair in eastern Montana. And although Mrs. Hathaway was cri-
tical of militant suffragettes, she did appear with "General' Rosalie
Jones in Great Falis at the mayor's request., Mrs. Hathaway hovered-
more than 5,000 miles in her independent statewide tour; which Began in

June. (Mrs..Alderson travelled over 4,500 miles for the 1914 campaign.)

It was deeply satisfying that her home county of Ravalli voted 70 per
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béntfih'faféfzéf equal suffrage, the highest in’Moptaﬁéf“fkaéaliiqéiéo
elected Mrs. Hathaway to the House of Representatives in 1916, where
she served three consecutive terms.38
Feeiings between the WCTU and MESA women frayed further over
arrangements for the suffrage parade.at the State Fair in September.
Although the WCTU was not much giveﬁ to drama, this demonstration would
be a momentous climax to long work. It formally accepted the invita-
tion that Miss Rankin herself had extended to the WCTU to march under
its own banners. But somebody in the MESA lost courage; the WCTU was
asked not to appear as-a body. Mrs. Alderson commented:
It is laughable to have the suffragists so considerate
of the views of the liquor men that they fear to antagonize
them by allowing a temperance banner in their parade. But
such is_their policy. So the oldest suffrage organization
in the state [the WCTU],. . . -which is proud of its white
ribbons, was not represented in the parade, though many
individual members marched in with the county organizations.
But the quiet work counts more than the "Hurrah."

Even after this febuff, Mrs. Alderson advised all suffragistslto keep

closed ranks and not to publicize any division. Long afte:ward, however,

38Harold Tascher, Maggie and Montana (New York: Exposition
Press, 1954), p. 63, passim. Friction with Jeannette Rankin showed
again in 1916. When Miss Rankin ran for Congress, as a Republican,
she phoned Mrs. Hathaway to ask for help in the campaign. The answer
was No, and Mrs. Hathaway decided “in a flash" to file for state repre-
sentative on the Democratic ticket. '(Ibid., pp. 68~69.) Mrs, Hathaway
was a childless widow, so, like Miss Rankln, she had no family res-
pons1b111t1es to bar her pursuit of- a polltlcal career.,
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she bluntly remarked about the rift between the MﬁéA and'éhe‘ﬁ%fﬁ?’é
"Its leade?ltJeannette Rankin] told me not to dare to bring prohibition
into the camﬁéign.‘ I Waé not taking orders. And we had two campaigns
in the stafe with pleasant relations, of éoﬁrée, betweén_thé uncompro~
mising leadersfﬁgg

What Mary prg Alderson meant by her recgmmendation that the
WCTU work along its own "conservative lines" is cénjectural.‘ Maybe
‘she meant that the WCIU's twin goals of woman éuffragé and prohibition
would work together to conserve an ideal society, therefore thé cémpaign
against 1iquorféould not abate. Maybe she simply_meant tolpbject to
" the Rankin~NAWSA style .of public approach. Mrs. Al@erson,liked the
"baékdoor"-cémpaign by which each member shared.thé goal of-talking
with all voters--neighbors, friends, laborers, and business péople-—
to solicit their views and support for equal suffrage. They woﬁld
try‘té convince .the "many home-loving women” that a woman's ballot

40

would mean greater protection of home and family. . The WCTU was

forthright, low-keyed, and plebeian.

39Woman"s Voice, October 1914, pp. 4, 9, 10; Alderéon,.”Thirty—
Four Years in the Montana Women's Christian Temperance Union,".’
p. 11 :

4OWoinan's Voice, March 1914, p. 7.
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TRt rhe WCIU s common touch and long soc1al view showed also iﬁ?}

thelr plane to persuade the forelgn-born that equal suffrage wasiiﬁ
their interest. The foreign element comprlsed 20-25 per cent of
Monténa's population in 1914, and the WCTU recogniéed éhat tbesé pgople.
would remain a/éignificant factor in Montana's society. The WéTU would
instruct the immigrants, men and women, aboﬁt laws that govefned fhem'
and intelligent use of the ballot. Such civic responsibilit§ could- not
be left By default to the éaloéﬁkeepers. The women's plans proved
greatef than their performance. Little was done outside Butte. ﬁut
there the WCTU distributed a considerable volume éf foreign—-language
literature--in éerman, Russian, Italian, Finnish, Swedish, and Danish.

The Montana WCTU's concern was to Americanize the newcomer, fo
make -him & more desirable membgr oﬁ society. This. contrasted with the
nativist attitude of Jeannette Rankin and of NAWSA in this period.
Their strategy proposed to drown out effective participation by minérity
elements in the political process by a flood of traditioﬁal American |
votes from womeﬁ.

Nétivism had been a part of the thinking of some of the early
suffragists, including ﬁlizabeth Cady Stanton and Susan‘B. 'Anthony.

But under the leadership of Carrie Chapman Catt and Anna Howard Shaw,

“I1pid., December 1913, p. 11; October 1914, p. 25,
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NAWSA 1ncrea51ng]y appealed to ethnic preJudlce as an argument in
Y 5
support. of enfranchlsement of women. The feeling Was vented agalnst

the forelgn-born in the North and against the Negroes in the South

The "new immigfation" from southern and eastern Europe, with
its strange tongues and nqh:frotestant faiths, was in.itself unsettling
to older Americans with Anglo-Saxon roots. Furthermore, these recent
immigrants tehded to remain in urban enclaves where machine politicians
ministered to thei; peculiar needs in turn for their vote, Old—shock
Americans were fearful and frustrated by the political corruption and
by the growing economiciand cultural disparity. Suffragists tended to
iump immigrants, political machines, and vices together and blamed
them for repeated defeats of state peferenda on woman suffrage. They
were indignant that the moral and capable American wohen should be
denied the ballot'by theee marginally qualified male voters. A parallei
suspicion and an;agonism had grown in‘the South in regard to the enfran-—
.chised black male. Woman euffrage, therefore, Was_offered as a means
to sustain white Anglo-Saxon supremacy in American societ&,'North
and South. This meant cempromise of egalitarian concepts ef democracy
and individuel rights. Some suffregists, such as Jene A&dams, were

" troubled by the contradiction in democratic principle that extension
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of the franchlse-to one class should be overtly sought in ‘order, to
counterbalance the political capac1ty of other classes of citlzens.é2

Natlvlsm never became a dominant theme in the Montana suffrage
campaign. However, in Butta in 1902, NAWSA's President Catt promoted
woman suffrage-as a devlce to safeguard the supremacy of native~born
males. And her successor,:Dr. Anna Howard Shaw, after the State Fai:‘
suffrage parade (1914), told har large Helena audience that women
sﬁould have privileges equal ta tﬁose of immigranﬁs. In l913 Miss
Rankin suggastéd to Southern senatsrs, worried about the effect of
universal suffrage on their political and social system, that they
might invoke the "grandfather clause" to nullify the unwanted vote of
Negro women. Montana suffrage literature listed among many reasons
why women should have the ballot: '"Because it would increase the

" Jeannette Rankin, years later,

proportion of native-born voters.
commented that attention to immigrants had been the weakest aspect of
the Montana suffrage campaign, but she thought it very fortunate that

the state had "so few foreigners."43 Could she have been unaware in

1914 that nearly one-fourth of Montana's people were fareign—born?

42See Kraditor, The Ideas of the Woman Suffrage Movement, Ch.
6 and Ch. 7.

43Helena Independent, September 26, 1914, cited by Harris,
"Jeannette Rankin,'" p. 90; Harris, 'Jeannette Rankin," pp. 73, 76;
Suffrage Daily News, November 2, 1914; Schaffer, "The Montana Woman
Suffrage Campaign,' p. 14.
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Very belatedly, in June 1914, the Montana Federat;qp;OE.Woﬁen's

Clubs endorsed woman suffrage. This network of women's'orgéﬁiééiidﬁs
represented a large number of middle.class and leisure class women.
Thereforé, the Federation's support of woman suff:age,'even though late
and passive, was an important indicator of the position of the con-
servative "home women."
Women's clubs had proliferated in Montana after 1900, and
‘ through them women cautiously widéened action in public afféifs. Butte,
for .example, ‘had a vigorous Woman's Club by 1902 with 200 members
interested in civic projects and in such devélopment of woman that did
not seem to violate her traditional sphere:
The activities of professional life as compared with the
home have long ago been measured and woman has chosen the
fireside instead of the forum. The planes of politics and
the delights of mental activity contrast so much in favor
of the intellectual domain that woman has lent her delicate
fancy to the enriching of literature and held aloof from
the hard and ceaseless strife where her peculiar capabilities
would handicap her in the race for preferment.44 :

These women pictured themselves as avant-garde, brave spirits of the

progressive movement. '"'Subject to limitations of their sex,” Butte

4.4Butte Miner, October 2, 1902, p. 10. The club reported that,

although the recent anti-expectoration law was not well enforced, the
‘practice on streets had decreased. The club took credit, too, for
waste boxes on Main Street.
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women could explore intellectual variations in art, music, literature, -
domestic sciénce;'or current events. Numerous.other women's clubs
offered similar, often more‘speéialized, activities.45 ‘The suffrage
caméaign of 1902-1903 touched some of these clubwomen, but immediately
after legislﬁtive defeat of‘the.equal suffrage bill, the .clubs retu¥ned

to non~political’topics.

In April 1904, in reéponse to a'call frém the ‘Butte Woman's Club,

delegates from 25 clubs met in Butte to organize the Montana Fedefation'
of Women's Clubs. Their purpose was "literary progress" and "betterment
of humankind." At the next state-cénvention, in Deer Lodge in Juﬁe
1905, reports included such topics'as libraries, marital 1aws, juvenile
courts, child labor, and ﬁublic playgroundé. At least the assembled
lééders ha& left the fireside for the forum. In 1908 Mrs. Thomas Walsh,
as president, streamiiﬁed the Federaéibn‘s st;ucturé and turned activify
from "papers" to special work. At the 1909 convention Mrs. Walsh 1éd

a faction of the clubwomen who were critical of 'legislative neglect of

the state's tuberculosis problem.46_ The Walsh grqup‘qrged the Montana .

451bid.;

46Mrs. E. W. Fiske reported that in 1909 tuberculosis caused 8.5
per cent of Montana deaths, and 90 per cent of the victims had lived in’
the state more than five years. The prevalence of respiratory illness
among miners forced this as a public issue. Several women's clubs had
worked for more sanitary work conditions and for a sanitarium before

the Montana Federation of Women's CluBs granted general support.
(Montana Lookout, June 25, 1910, pp. 3, 11.)
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Federation of Women's Clubs to adopt an anti-tuberculosis campaign
aimed to arouse pﬁblié awareness. This debate carried over to.thekiélo
convention as a principal consideration. -Although some ViéWed civic
improvements as a more suitable and less controversial field, a résolu—
tion to assist the Montana Anti-Tuberculosis League did‘carry. And.
‘the 1911 legislature did approve a sanitarium, although reformers con-

sidered it minimal.47

Despite the Federation's babtism into éontro§érsial public
affairs Qith the.anFi—tuberculosis'campaign, it coﬁtiﬂﬁe&ito withholﬁ
endorsement of woman.suffrage. In June 1913, on the heels of the annual
convention of the Montana Federation of Women's dlubs in Livingston,lthe
Montana Equal“Suffrage Centrél Committee (heqaed by Jeannette Rankin)
also met there. Presumably the strategy was to'éncourage.and to coor-
dinate plans‘with tﬂose Federation leaders whq did support woman
suffrage in order to swing endorsement by that conservat@ve'organization.
It worked. Mrs.‘Tyler Thompson of Misgoula, an ardent suffragiSES,
was president of the ngeration in 1914, when, in convéntion in’
Lewistown, those '"splendid women . . . not only took decided étand in

favor of Woman's Suffrage, but unanimously passed a resolution against

. “7Montana Lookout, July 25, 1908, p. 12; October 31, 1908;
January 16, 1909, p. 2; May 8, 1909, p. 5; June 26, 1909; June 25,
1910, pp. 3, 11. '
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the liquor traffic."48

Mary Long Alderson, sti;;.pfésiééﬁf’of:thgf;-
WCTU and:dgep.in suffrage work, had.étténdéd. A;é agaiﬁ'ﬁhe suféféf ?'
gists' cgntral qdmmittee tagged its conference immediately affe; the
anpual meetiné of the Montana Federation of Women'é Clubs.- Miss'Rankin
and Miss Belle Fligelman delivered open-air speeches and diréctéd much
discussion among the'élubwomen, thereby re-enforcing suffrage senti—

ment among the leaders of women's clubs.*?

\ Evideﬁtly Montana's women generally accepted Jeannette Rankin's.
rationalization that nativism and elitisim were compatible with pro-
‘gressive ideals'of justice, fulfillment, and uplift. By instinct women
strive to preserve and'advance maﬁkind, Miss Rankin dgclared, énd

suffrage would release them for responsible social action. Those with

greater cultural or educational advantage bore greater social obligation.'

\

48Woman's Voice, October 1914, p. 15; Montana Progressive, June"
11, 1914, p. 3. Larson, "Battle of the Ballot," p. 36, stated that the
Montana Federation of Women's.Clubs never endorsed woman suffrage,
although many members worked\gor it.

The National Federation of Women's Clubs had endorsed woman
suffrage, also.. It sent a delegation of 500, representing omne million
women, to petition President Wilson for equal rights. (Mon;ana

Progressive, July 9, 1914, p. 3.)

9Woman's Voice, July 1914, p. 4; Montana Progressive, June 11,
1914, p. 3; June 18, 1914, p. 3.

Miss Belle Fligelman, in Lewistown to cover the meetings as a
reporter for the Helena Independent, first met Jeannette Rankin on that
occasion. . Miss Fligelman served as "publicity man' and assistant cam-
paign manager for Miss Rankin when she ran for Congress in 1916, then
as her secretary in Washington. (Interview with Bélle Fligelman
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All of soc1ety would benefit from their 1arger sphere of contribution.so

It was a patron1z1ng attitude, but.it meshed with the poéular mood for
moral reconstriyction of society. |

Anti-suffragists did not believe that .such benefits would‘accrue
to women'or to socieey from equal'franchise. Besides d;awing:on the
common arsenal of Victorian arguments concerning the proper.station‘of
women, the Antis chhlleﬁged the premise that universal suffrage would
bring a more perfect democratic process.l They felt,that'women's repre-
sentation in affairs of government was more complete ane unbiased with
male suffrage than it would be if the women's minority views shouldb
prevail. These women were content that their menfolk tended their
interests at the ballot box.

Because the Antis considered political controversy as unwomanly,
they were slow to organize for an opposition‘campaién. Resistance
fo the suffrage amendment in Montana was weak and sporadic until
September 1914, when some'Butte women met in alarm. The momentum of
the suffrage campaign had forced the Antis to act. 'Ihey noted that

the state had been-"overrun all summer with imported suffragists" who

claimed - to represent the wishes of Montana women. But few Montana

Winestine, May 1, 1973; letter from Mrs. Winestine to Dr. and Mrs.
Merrill Burllngame, April 27, k964 Montana State University Archives,
Bozeman.) )

50Montana Progressive, June 4, 1914 and Helena'Indeﬁendent,
September 20, 1914, cited by Harris, "Jeannette Rankin,” p. 83.

v
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'WOmeﬁ;wéhﬁgd ihe:ballot, the Antis insisted. PWhjfsﬁbﬁld Montana,
where the_lawé.for profection of women and children are eiéellent,
take the burden of woﬁan suffrage on her shoulders in'ordef to make it
easier for thé‘eastern feminists to obtain the ballét?" ~Unwilling
to be pawns, these women felt "obliged to get into the campaign in
earnest" in order to protect eheir right "to be just women as the.gooﬁ
Lord ipten’ded."s1 The Montana Antis weren't nécessarilf "plain home
women," as they pdrtrayed themselves, Mary Loné.Alderson~paid them
high respect: '"These 'antis' include some of the’finest aﬁd most
honored womeﬁ in Montana, who~have been an& are todéy proﬁinent in
working for ‘the best interests of the communit&."

" But only in Butte (in late summer) did Antis organize--as the
Montana Association Opposed to Woman Suffrage. At fhe State Fair the
Antis' booth featured Alaskan curios and traéts discrediting Colorado's .

15~year experience with woman sﬁffrage§3 Their stance was defensive.

51Butté Miner, September 18, 1914.

52Woman's Voice, August 1914, p. 4.. Mrs, Alderson complimented
some anti-suffragists again for their constructive response in public
affairs after Montana women got the ballot. ("A Half Century of
. Progress for Montana Women," p. 18.) . '

53Butte Miner, September 23, 1914; clippings in the Woman
Suffrage file, Montana Historical Society Library, Helena; Tbﬁplng,
"Motitana," HWS, VI, p. 366.
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Althoggﬂ,thg Nationai Anti—Suffragé,Associaéidﬁ:genéfﬁi;;'ﬁgﬁﬁigji}:
Bronson, its egecutive sgcretary, and Mrs. J. D. dliphant, activities
of theAAntis,in'Montana were very limited.

Meanwhile, endorsement of the equal sﬁffrage amendment by all
political parties; campaigning in the state by NAWSA president Shaw,
and the climagtic parade at the'State Fair (in Helena on Sepfember 25)
fueled the momentum and confidenée of the suffragists.. The History of

Woman Suffrage recorded:

The most picturesque and educative feature of the whole
campaign and the greatest awakener was the enormous suffrage
parade. . . . Thousands of men and women from all parts of
the State marched, Dr. Anna Howard Shaw was at the head, and
next, carrying banners, came Dr. Dean, the past pres1dent,
and Miss Rankin, the present State chairman. A huge American
flag was carried by women representing States having full
suffrage, a yellow one for the States now having campaign;

a large gray banner for the partial suffrage States and a
black banner for the non-suffrage States. Each county and
city in the State had its banner. The Men's League marched
and there wére as many men as women in the parade.

Biographer Harris reported also that the procession was ‘a mile long and
included 20 automobiles, two bands, floats, horseback riders, and 606
women in white and yellow suffrage costumes. Dr. Shaw and Judge E. K.
Cheadle spéke to a large audience in the city auditorium after the
parade. This evenf forcefully demonstra£ed the breadth of .support for

equal suffrage and women's sincerity in asking for the ballot.

54Topping, "Montana," HWS 5VI, p. 366.
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" Montana suffragists were well aware that, despite precautions.
on the part of suffragists, corrupt election maneuvers‘by the opposi-
tion had nearly wiped out the California Victory andnallegedly had stolen
Michigan's approval frém them. Poll watchers were on the job throughout
Montana on elgction day (November 3, 1914). State law required that
election officials seal one copy of!the election report with thé ballots
until officiél canvass, but in Anaconda officials locked away all copies.
They had no immediate report availéble. Without the ‘Anaconda taliy,
electién returns for Montana became a cliff-hanger. 'Suffragistg feared
that after vote counts elsewhene?wereﬂkhown;:théwAnaéopda vote wouid
be manipulated sufficiently £o~defeat the suffrage‘ameﬁdmeﬁt.' Jeannétte
Rankin telggraphed NAWSA headquarters in New York about the threat, and -
the news went 6ut to the Associated Press. MESA got local legal .-
counsel. Mrs. Edith Clinch, with a team of helpers, took up guard in
Anaconda, and Dr. Mar& Atwater and assistants wgtched'the canvass in
ﬁoulder (Jefferson County). The suffragists' victory was ﬁarfow
(52.3%)--41,302 to 37,558.55 Nevada also passed a suffrage referendum
that -day, bringing the number of equal suffrage states to 11. All were

in the West except Kansas.

55Board, "The Lady From Montana,'" pp. 56-60"

S6W'yoming had equal suffrage continuously from 1869 and was
admitted to statehood with the privilege in 1890. Other states through
1914 gained equal suffrage by the amendment process. They were Colorado .
1893, Idaho 1896, Utah 1896, Washington 1910, California 1911, Arizona
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Suffragists never felt confiden; of a fair cpuqt,_iHoweyer, it
was an:off;jeér.elecéion, and tﬁe slaté'was very sﬂorg; &1é6, 2he
woman sﬁffrage amendnient was submitted on a separate ballot. . Whére
there was considerable deviation between the percentage df votes ca;t
on the suffrage issué as compared to those cast for thé Congressional
race, it éan be~éxplained (except for Wibaux County). For example,
Silver Bow County cast. nearly 2,200 (;9%) more votes for the Congres-
sional race thaﬁ on the suffrage issue. But Butte's mayor, Lewis
Duncan, was a ébcialist candidate for Congress. Furthermore, Butte was
the stronghoid'of liquor interésté, many of the fofeign—born resided
there, and a labor crisis (which brought martial law to Butte from
September 1 thfough élection day) had handicapped camﬁaigning for:
suffrage. But Wibaux County is a pﬁzzler: That tiny grassland
county reported just over 500 ballots for Congress (heafily Republican)

but nearly 800 on woman suffrage. Wibaux most soundly defeated woman

suffrage, with only 35 per cent support.57

1912, Kansas 1912, Oregon 1912, Montana 1914, and Nevada 1914. The
Territory of Alaska legislated equal suffrage in 1913 as its first'
statute. Also,-in 1913 Illinois legislated presidential suffrage
for women. (NAWSA, Victory: How the Women Won It, pp. 161-162.)

_ 57Derived from Waldron, Montana Politics Since 1864, pp. 152-
154. - : :

Q
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Regional patterns offer the clearest basis}fpr_pndgfétapQ}ng
Mbntana;é suffrage vote. The Northwest region——ﬁouhtainous, with
lumber, mixed agficﬁl%ure, and some mining--gave solid - support to
the amendﬁent.__Eight of the nine counties Qith strongesf support
were in this a?ea, giving 63 per<cent‘of their 14,330 aggrégaté vote in
favor of equal suffrage. The other area of major support'followed-the
Yellowstone Valley east of the mountains, exéept for a weak area
around Glendive. This region was mostly grassland and égricﬁlture
(some irrigated), but also mining aroun& Red Lodge (Carbon County).-
Railroads and homesteading had encouraged a recent spurt‘in popﬁlétion.
Omitting the Glendive link (Dawson and Wibaux counties), this region
gave 57 per cen£ of its 11,180 aggregate vote for the suffrage aménd—.
ment. '

Firmly turning thumbs down on equal suffrage was the block of
oldef communities running from the southwest mountain area to the
Misso#ri Valley as far as Fort Benton. This area had a mixed economic
base—-~ranches in’the southwest, mixed agriculture, the hear; of
Montana's mining, the state capital, and the Great Falls cémmunity
with industry énd wheatlands‘opening to homesteadérs,‘ Montana's
major-ugban centers were located:in this negative block, except for
‘Missoula, hoﬁe of_the state university, and Billings, a newcomer.

(See Table 6.)

81pid., p. 153.
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Table. 6.  Per Cent. of County Votes in Support -of WomahfSﬁffragé -
(1914), Prohibition (1916), and Minor Parties (1914).*

Minor Parties

48

Suffrage Prohibi- (Congressional Vote)

County Pct. Number tion Total Prog. Soc.
Ravalli 70 1,389 . 71 . 39 23 16
Sanders 66 799 . 62 . 20 9 11
Missoula 64 2,481 . 60 . 34 10 24
Stillwater 62 659 . 65 . 20 16 4
Flathead 61 1,830 . 64 . 44 30 13
Lincoln 61 609 64 35 8 27
Mineral 60 393 . 52 . 36 7 29
Toole ’ 60 538 . 68 . 10 2 9
Teton 58 1,005 . 69 . 15 5 10
Custer 58 1,053 . 58 . 26 16 10
Big Horn 57 291 . 56 . 5 4 1
Richland 57 928 . 63 . 29 21 8
Yellowstone 57 1,712 . 62 . 20 14 6
Rosebud 56 654 64 . . 8 2 6
Carbon 56 1,099 . 63 . . 18 2. 16
Park 53 1,162 . . 55 . 18 8 10
Meagher - 53 732 . 63 . 9 3 6
Fergus - 53 1,890 . 65 . 19 9 10

- Valley 52 950 . 69 . 21 9 - 12

Broadwater 51 483 . 62 . 9 3 16
Musselshell 51 864 . 61 . 15 2 13
Hill _ 51 1,018 . 62 . 20 5 15
Silver Bow 50 4,471 . 42 35 3 32
Chouteau 50 908 . 65 . 8 2 6
Madison 49 746 . 57 . i1 "3 . 8
Jefferson 48 468 57 . 26° 13 13
Dawson 48 1,003 . 64 . 11 4 7
Sheridan 48 1,420 . 66 . 29 15 15
Cascade 1,943 53 11 2 10

" (table continued)























































