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Abstract:
The purpose of this study was to investigate if real-life learning strategies and selected demographic
and educational factors can discriminate between high and low achievement levels of students in
Montana's tribal colleges. Relationships between a student's grade point average, at tribal colleges and
real-life learning strategies as measured by the Self-Knowledge Inventory of Lifelong Learning
Strategies (SKILLS) were examined.

The SKILLS instrument was completed by 192 students at 7 tribal colleges in Montana. Additionally,
background information consisting of demographic and educational data, including cumulative grade
point averages, was collected during Spring Quarter of 1991.

Four separate discriminant analyses were used to analyze the relationship of SKILLS scores,
demographic variables, and educational variables to student achievement. Two significant outcomes of
the study were that (a) the SKILLS instrument can be used to discriminate with 73% accuracy high and
low achievers and (b) that the SKILLS instrument together with selected demographic information can
discriminate with 85% accuracy high and low achievers. Strategies favored by high achievers were the
memory learning strategy of Organization of Material and the resource management learning strategy
of Identifying Resources. Low achievers used critical thinking learning strategies of Generating
Alternatives, the metacognitive learning strategy of periodic monitoring of learning, and the
metamotivational strategy of Confidence. The low achievement group tended to be younger and was
composed entirely of Native Americans while the high achieving group tended to be older and was
70% Native American and 30% non-Native American. Analysis of variance was also used to determine
if significant relationships existed between the demographic and educational variables and SKILLS
scores. Significant differences were found; however, they only comprised a small percentage (10.5%)
of the the overall number of analyses of variance which were done.

Two of the major recommendations of the study were that (a) tribal college faculty, student service
personnel, and students may use SKILLS to help understand how students approach learning and which
learning strategies are associated with high achievement and (b) tribal college administrators and
faculty re-examine teaching methodology and grading practices which favor learning strategies of
memorization and resource identification over critical thinking and metacognitive learning strategies. 
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