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Abstract:
The objectives of this study were (l) to determine present market and patronage patterns, (2) to find out
why -people went to one center over another, (3) to record the frequency of visits and distances
traveled to various trade centers,.(4) to determine if any differentiating characteristics existed for farm
or ranch operators who patronize small or large trade centers and (5) to determine if credit usage, or
availability has any influence upon trade center patronage patterns.

A six-county area in Central Montana was selected as the survey area and interviews were made with
243 farm, and ranch operators, Data is presented in tabular and descriptive form to show the influence
of Lewistown, Billings and Great Falls as well as smaller centers upon patronage patterns and
marketing patterns of residents in the survey area.

Some degree of influence is felt to exist between the availability and use of credit and patronage
patterns in general. It was not determined which was the causal factor however. Credit is used by all
types and sizes of farm and ranch units. The most frequent use of credit is for farm or ranch business
including real estate, machinery or equipment purchases and production items. Nearly as many families
utilized credit for family consumption items.

Rural trade centers once relied upon isolation for their patronage from agricultural units. Accessibility
was the primary reason for going to one town rather than another. Improved transportation and
communication systems as well as changing needs of farm and ranch families have caused patronage
patterns to shift from accessible rural centers to more diversified larger urban centers. People now trade
at a town because it is a good place to buy or sell and not because of distance alone.

Small towns and small farms or ranchesare facing problems of increased competition and ultimate
survival. This study was designed to measure the extent to which larger centers were presently serving
the needs of farm and ranch people—the same people who previously patronized the small rural trade
center.
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