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Abstract:
Recent litigation in the Federal Courts concerning the enforcement of the Reclamation Act of 1902 and
the Omnibus Adjustment Act of 1926 prompted this study to be undertaken. This thesis examines
economies of size and the relationship between farm size and net income on irrigated farms in District
1 of the Lower Yellowstone Irrigation Project. Chapters one and two include a brief historical account,
a problem statement and a review of relevant economic literature. The economic rationale and
mathematical model are presented in chapter three. Chapters four and five contain the conclusions
drawn from the linear programming model and subsequent financial analysis in considering various
policy scenarios. 
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