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Abstract:
My interest in the city of Butte and my desire to create an image of the city via the medium of
watercolor were the main reasons for the development of this thesis. I have used thirteen paintings to
illustrate this thesis, listed the materials, and explained the techniques used.

The title, "Portrait of a City," makes the analogy that painting a city and painting a portrait have
similarities. In order to paint more than a superficial likeness of a person an artist must become familiar
with the characteristics and habits of his model. In this thesis Butte is my model. I studied those facets
of her background that have left the most visible changes in her features. Some of these facets have
been: religion, as witnessed in the church buildings—wealth, in the mansions--prestige, in the
monuments—occupation, in the gallows frames and open pit (symbols of mining).

Throughout the thesis I have tried to make it evident that mining, the very thing that breathes life into
all these features, has been also the prime factor in their destruction. 
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