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Abstract:
This study was undertaken to determine why low population levels have been prevalent in the
population of Merriam'S wild turkey (Meleagris gallopavo merriami) north of Canyon Ferry Reservoir
near Helena, Montana. Eleven turkeys were trapped in cannon nets and clover traps, and 7 of them
were radio marked. They were followed throughout 1987 to determine food habits, seasonal and annual
home range, movements and habitat use. Results showed turkeys consumed grass and forbs during the
entire year, with a higher proportion during spring and summer, and seeds during fall and winter. The
pooled annual home range for all 7 turkeys was 2883 ha. Males had larger mean annual home ranges
than females. Movements between winter and summer ranges were 1.58 to >5.0 ha. Turkeys avoided
disturbed mining areas and open fields and meadows.

Turkeys used climax ponderosa pine (Pinus ponderosa) and mixed Douglas fir (Pseudotsuga
menziesii)/ponderosa pine more often than the other habitats. The habitat seemed adequate from
nutritional and spacial standpoints, so another limiting factor is responsible for their low population
levels. The possibility of low production, disease, and predation as limiting factors is discussed. 
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