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Abstract:
The problem in this study was to investigate the verbal teaching patterns of secondary student teachers
and to determine essentially what these teaching patterns were. As a corollary to the problem, the
Rokeach Dogmatism Scale and the Teaching Situation Reaction Test were administered to student
teachers to determine if these tests could predict successful student teachers prior to their student
teaching experience in the secondary schools of Montana.

It was the purpose of this study, then, to record and analyze the verbal behavior patterns of two groups
of secondary student teachers. One group, the control group, consisted of students who went through
the regular training program. The other group received twenty hours of training in interaction analysis.
Selected aspects of the reconstructed Flanders' matrix were compared and analyzed.

Another aspect of the problem dealt with the possible predictive value of the Teaching Situation
Reaction Test and the Rokeach Dogmatism Scale as they pertained to superior teaching. A comparison
and analysis was made between scores achieved on the two tests and such quantitative elements as
grade point average in the major subject area, mean scores on the rating forms used by Montana State
University supervisors and the grade given to measure the success in student teaching.

Procedures. The Fall Quarter, 1969, student teacher group was selected on a random basis from among
those available teaching English, social studies, history, mathematics, biology. The Winter Quarter
group was matched as closely as subject major or minor availability permitted The Teaching Situation
Reaction Test and the Dogmatism Scale were administered to all available student teachers. These tests
were used as both dependent and independent variables. Data were analyzed using F-tests, and t-tests
where applicable. Simple comparisons were also made.

Results. The student teachers trained with Flanders' coding of classroom techniques provided a more
open classroom atmosphere.

The student teacher accepted more student ideas and praised them more, partly as a result, they
criticized them less. The students talked considerably more and the teacher a little less. The amount of
time devoted to content was the same, but it was used differently and the ratio of teacher to student talk
was reduced.

The Dogmatism Scale was effective in predicting desirable change as measured by the Teaching
Situation Reaction Test. Those people scoring high in flexibility and non-authoritarianism made
significant growth while those judged authoritarian made little or no growth. The evaluation system
used at Montana State University did not reflect these differences. 
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