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Abstract:
The belief that grammar - diagraming would improve student writing skills led to this investigation. An
examination of the literature concerning the teaching of student writing skills revealed a need for
improved techniques to teach students to write clearly and concisely.

A six week intensive review of grammar -diagraming was designed for the experimental groups. The
same course without the grammar-diagraming unit was used for the control groups. The investigation
included four teachers and 132 students. In teaching their classes, the instructors of the experimental
groups used the introductory unit of the grammar-diagraming review. The instructors of the control
groups used the literature-writing approach to improve student writing skills and only reviewed
grammar and sentence structure as the need arose. Pupils of the experimental and control groups were
tested at the beginning of the course to measure initial ability and were again tested at the end of the
course to measure final achievement in the improvement of the student's ability in achieving writing
skills. The results indicate, there was no statistically significant difference in the final achieve ment in
the areas of sentence structure, vocabulary, punctuation, or 500 word compositon.

The following conclusions concerning the teaching of grammar-diagraming to improve student writing
skills made on the basis of the review of literature and finding of this study is: that
grammar-diagraming is as effective as literature-writing in the improving of student writing skills in
the areas of sentence structure, vocabulary, punctuation, and 500 word composition, as measured by
the Subject A Test of the University of California. 
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