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Abstract:
The purpose of this research study was to describe as completely as possible the organization and
structure of the beef cattle industry in 18 counties of southeastern Montana, The description was
accomplished by cross-classifying individual ranch data concerning nonbeef livestock enterprises, crop
enterprises, the hay base, the pasture base, ranch size, and land tenure. Data concerning each of these
items were stratified and then cross-classified with seven cow-herd-size-categories within each of four
study areas, The number of observations, the mean, and the percentage distribution for each
stratification were calculated and compared in order to identify unique populations of beef ranches
within each area, cow-herd-size-group, and the beef industry of the entire study area.

The results of the study revealed that several unique populations of beef ranches exist within each of
the study areas and that different output and input combination's are evident in different areas. 
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