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Abstract:
The mode of pollination of nicer milkvetch was studied in 1969 and 1970. The floral structure was
examined and the common pollinators were identified. Estimates of cross-fertility by open-pollination
and self-fertility by artificial selfing by hand and by artificial selfing without hand manipulation were
made for 20 cicer milkvetch plants in 1969. Estimates of cross-fertility by open-pollination and
selffertility by artificial selfing by hand were made on 30 plants in 1970. Estimates of cross-fertility by
open-pollination and estimates of self-fertility by natural selfing in isolation by bees and artificial
selfing by hand were made on four clones of cicer milkvetch in 1970. Seeds obtained from the four
clones were seeded in flats in the greenhouse to study the effect of inbreeding on cicer seedlings.

The floral structure was found not to eliminate self-pollination. Three species of bumble bees were
found to be the common pollinators of cicer milkvetch. Apparently, honey bees are not common
pollinators of cicer. Cicer flowers were more fertile during the first few weeks of the flowering period
both years. The average artificial self-fertility of all cicer milkvetch plants was 13.10%. The average
natural selffertility of four cicer milkvetch clones was 58.86%. The average crossfertility of all cicer
milkvetch plants was 62.65%. Selfing had an adverse effect on the growth of cicer seedlings. It was
concluded that cicer milkvetch is naturally cross-pollinated with a relatively high degree of
self-fertility. 
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