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Abstract:
The purpose of this study was to find the similarities and differences in the Montana University
System; to determine whether student perceptions of collegiate environments varied in the six units and
whether they varied when students were divided into various subgroups within the units.

Utilizing the cluster sample, the data was collected from 768 student reporters during Spring Quarter,
1977. The instrument used was C. Robert Pace’s College and University Environment Scales. All
seven scales were utilized: Practicality, Scholarship, Community, Awareness, Propriety, Campus
Morale and Quality of Teaching and Faculty-Student Relationships.

Student perceptions of environmental climate were significantly different within the colleges when
students were divided into different subgroups by class, grade point average and evaluation of
collegiate experience. This variability caused complete rejection of ten of the eleven null hypotheses.
However, this variability pointed out certain similarities which were more meaningful.

Five of the six units were quite low on the Practicality Scale. Three fell below Pace's normal range and
two were in the range of normalcy by only one point. Low grade point average students and students
who have a low evaluation of their collegiate experience consistently scored lower on all seven scales
for the entire Montana University System. Additionally scores were lower for Juniors than for
Sophomores and again lower for Seniors than for Juniors for the Montana University System as a
whole.

The findings of the study should have value for Montana University System administrators and faculty
in the evaluation of state-wide purposes and programs. 
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