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Abstract:

Purpose of Study The primary purposes of this study of the Social Problems of the Rural Relief
Population of Prairie County were: 1. To determine the extent and nature of social problems to be
found in the rural areas of Montana; 2. To distinguish between and to evaluate the relative extent of
emergency and long-time problems; 3. To analyse the existing methods and adequacy of treatment of
relief agencies; and, 4. To suggest revision and reorganization of agencies and methods of caring for
families end persons in need.

The study was planned as essentially one of fact-finding on a broad scale; which, naturally, precluded
the possibility of refined and exhaustive study of any particular phase. It was believed that it was
necessary first to delimit the field, since almost no sociological research of rural populations had been
done in Montana, It was the hope of the State F. E. R. A. Administrator, the Director of Social Service
and the Supervisor of the project that more specific and refined studies might follow. (See Appendix
Section I.) The study raises the following questions: 1. What are the causes and what is the degree of
permanency of the relief load? 2. What type of permanent relief agency should be established and what
should be its method of operation?
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