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Abstract:
This study investigated the relationships' between student ratings of teachers and a variety of variables
over which teachers have little or no control. The research was conducted during the 1973-1974
academic year at Montana College of Mineral Science and Technology and utilized as many as 1,800
student ratings of forty-three teachers at that college.

More specifically, the ratings the teachers received were correlated with each of the following: day of
the week on which ratings were conducted, period class was held, level of the course, sex of the
teacher, number of students in the class, difference between sex of the teacher and the student,
cumulative grade point average of the student, number of credits student was taking, number of years
student had known the teacher prior-to rating, number of exams the student had taken on day of rating,
age of student, whether the course was required or elective, sex of student, the grade the student
expected in the course, whether student's major was the same or different than the teacher's, student's
attitude toward the classroom, student's attitude toward occupation of teaching, student's attitude
toward the hour the class was held, student's attitude toward teacher evaluations, student's attitude
toward Montana Tech, student's attitude toward topics of the course, student's attitude toward grade
expected in the course, and student's attitude toward the way he felt at time of rating. Correlations
between ratings and the above listed variables were found to be significantly different from zero for all
variables except: the day of the week on which ratings were conducted, the period during which the
class was held, the level of the course, the sex of the teacher, cumulative grade point average of
student, the number of years the student had known the teacher, and the number of exams the student
had taken on the day ratings were conducted.

In addition a multiple regression analysis was made using the twenty-three variables listed above as
independent variables and teacher rating as the dependent variable. From this analysis a multiple R
coefficient of correlation of .69 between the twenty-three independent variables and the teacher rating
variable was found. The coefficient was found to be significantly different from zero at the α=.01 level.

Using the above mentioned regression formula to predict the portion of each teacher's rating
attributable to the twenty-three variables, each teacher's rating was then adjusted by subtraction of this
predicted value. Comparison of teacher ranks compiled from unadjusted ratings to teacher ranks
compiled from adjusted ratings showed significant changes in rank for one-third of teachers involved. 
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