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Abstract:
In this study, the responses to 718 mailed questionnaires returned from faculty and administrators at 59
community colleges in eight states in the northwest were analyzed. The purpose of the study was to
obtain and analyze data about the academic training and experience of respondents and to obtain data
concerning the professional preparation and desired qualifications of community college faculty.

Five percent of the faculty had no degree, 26.8% had less than a masters, 56.5% had a masters, and
11.3% had a doctorate. Respondents had taken an average of 10.9 courses in education. Nearly half of
the administrators and 38.1% of the faculty had taught in the secondary schools. Ten percent of the
faculty teaching in terminal programs, 29.1% of the faculty teaching in transfer programs, and 26.7%
of the administrators had taught in four—year colleges. Approximately one fourth of the respondents
had non-teaching work experience. One administrator in ten and l8.4% of the faculty had no experience
at any college or position other than the present one. Respondents had been at their present schools an
average of eight years and in their present positions six and one half years. Nearly twenty percent of the
respondents were currently taking courses which would lead to a higher degree, and another
twenty-five percent planned to do so at a later date.

Over ninety percent of the respondents were either satisfied or very satisfied with their present
positions. Nearly three fourths of the respondents would choose their present school as a first choice of
place of employment.

The training recommended for faculty was the same for faculty teaching in terminal and transfer
programs. An in-service program was the recommended training for 26 of 37 skills. The five skills
ranked as most important were: teaching techniques, motivating students, how to deal with students
with weak academic preparation, learning theory and its application for adults, and teaching to
community college students. These were all methods skills.

The desired qualifications were: a bachelors degree in a subject field for faculty teaching in terminal
programs and a masters in a subject field for faculty teaching in transfer programs, professional or trade
certification for all faculty, a teaching internship and teaching experience in a community college, and
membership in professional organizations for all faculty.

Faculty and administrators all had similar views of the training needs of both types of faculty.
Administrators were not hiring people with the training they suggested and in-service programs were
not being provided to meet the training needs. Approximately half of the respondents had received
training in each of the thirty-seven professional skill areas. 
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