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Abstract:
This study presents the problem of the five-or-less-pupil school, where it is the only educational unit
located within and supported by an independent school district in Montana.

The discussion is carried forward under three divisions; first, the theory of elementary education in
urban and rural Ameriea; second,' the financing of the five-or-less-pupil school, third, the social value
of the small isolated schools The underlying theory of our present educational system in urban and
rural areas is discussed. Also some curriculum revisions which are designed to meet the needs of our
changing social order are presented.

The financial discussion is limited to the income and operating cost of the selected schools. She income
for the district is analyzed to establish the sources of revenue, to determine the proportion of the total
revenue derived from each source and to consider the method of distribution. The operating cost is
analyzed with reference to pupil attendance, teacher activity and curriculum offered.

The social value of the small school in an, isolated area is evaluated in terms of population mobility,
land settlement patterns, and curriculum extension for rural living. 
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