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Abstract:
This study presents the problem of the five-or-less-pupil school, where it is the only educational unit
located within and supported by an independent school district in Montana.

The discussion is carried forward under three divisions; first, the theory of elementary education in
urban and rural Ameriea; second,' the financing of the five-or-less-pupil school, third, the social value
of the small isolated schools The underlying theory of our present educational system in urban and
rural areas is discussed. Also some curriculum revisions which are designed to meet the needs of our
changing social order are presented.

The financial discussion is limited to the income and operating cost of the selected schools. She income
for the district is analyzed to establish the sources of revenue, to determine the proportion of the total
revenue derived from each source and to consider the method of distribution. The operating cost is
analyzed with reference to pupil attendance, teacher activity and curriculum offered.

The social value of the small school in an, isolated area is evaluated in terms of population mobility,
land settlement patterns, and curriculum extension for rural living.
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THE FIVE-OR-LESS-PUPTL BCHOOL IN SIX
COUNTIES OF MONTANA -

ARSTRACT

This study presents the problem of Hhe fi vemovmlesswpupll school ;.
wherée it is the only adma:b: onal unit loeabed within end sup@omea by =
independert school disbriet in. L{m’tanaq

The discusaion is ca;rriad i’ammra under_ three divisionss first,
the theory of clemenbtary education in wrbedt and yursl fmericay secend,
‘the financing of the five-or-léess«pupil schooly third, ‘c;he socigl value

of *hhe small isolated 6Chool,

The underlying theory of our present sducatiecnal system in urban
and rural erees is disdusged, Also some curriculum revisions which are
designed to meet the nseds of owr changing social order are presenbeds

. The finanecial discussion is limibted %o the inecome and operating
cost of the selscbed schools, The income for the district is analyzed
to establish the sources of revenus, to deberming the proportion of the
totel revenue derived from sach souree znd to comsider the method of
distribution, The operabing cost is emalyzed with refereste Lo pupil
abtendance, teacher soilivity and eurriculum nffevedu

The social valne of the small school in an 1391@:&6:1 area is
evaluated in tewms of populatiocn ma‘bz.lrtyg lend sebtlement patterns,
end curriculum extension for rurel Tiving.
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INTRODUCT ION

The goal of Americen education is that all children shall heve the
opportunity of development according to their abilities and their needs. ;L_/
Theoretically, neither locetbion nor economic condition of the parents or
’hhé children changes the major objectives. Actually, the formal and inw
fox‘mal,.ed“acational curricular offerings to urben children should not he
more extensive than for rural childrenm. In the past, the idea was to
permit variations in texebtion and to foster smell locsl school districts.
It was believed thet after provision was made for a minimum program, the
| people should decide for themselves whal additional education +they wished
%o offer. A community wenbing to extend its educetional facilities would
then support an enlarged progrem for extre tax.

Apparently this was logical in the early history of America when
people seldom moved but lived in one communibty most- of their lives. Today,
because of higher mobility of population and changes in occupation, the
_principle is no longer epplicable. It is recognized, however, that ‘the
means and methods of providing like sduecetiocnal facilities to rural-urban
youbth is more difficult of sccomplishment ia sparsely populeted arons ‘than
in those of greater populetion density. This is especially true if the
. fmcilities are supported by the local revenue and income alone. It is
only reocently that the idesm of state aid has been exbensively a@bliedo By
this method of taxing larger units, it is poss_ible ‘to meke money available

o poor revenue areas from well-to-do aress.

1/ This ideal for educabtion has been expressed by Dr. Bess
Goodykoontz, Assistont Commissioner of Education in “Biennial Survey of
Education in the United Sbates, 1934-36", Chepter V, p. l. :
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The idea of state aid has spread repidly, Undoubtedly, it will be
necessary in the fubure to develcp legisletion slong the line of wider

grants, 5‘/ Stephen Leacock in The Unsolwed Social Justice says, "The

chief immediste direction of soclial effort should be towards the abbempt
to give to every humen being in childhood adequate food, clothing, edus=
cation, aand an opporbunity in 113‘7;.6“. This will prove %o be the begimning
of meny thiugs," In order to meet these demands, the total revenue of the
nation will need to 'be made available to 81l the school population,

This statemea't‘ is verified by Mr. 0. M, Kile who writes, The states
have not yet reslized the responsibility of the cities and the. general
public for the maintensnce of an adequate school sysbem in the rurel
sections. Most ciby residents sbtill look upon bthis as purely s loeal
problem for the 'tavﬁship or at most the county. They do not reslize thet
the rural schools have educated & goodly share of the population of the
cities at any givlen time, Caloulations indicabe thab more than 200,000
form boys end girls, 15 to 18 years of age are turned over to the cities
each year with theilr education to thab ploinii fully paid for by farmers.

If the village and small-towm migran‘i;s to the larger 'ci*ﬁies are ineluded,
the debt of the cities Igggome_s much groaber, Figuring only the 200,000
form boys and girls each ;;eaz:. needed to keep up virility and size of the
ci‘t:i.'c.a's;, and calculé%iﬁg the average btaxation cost of educabting these young
peopls to the aged indicated--gpproximetely $100 per year or 5,51 2000 through

+the secdnd year of high schoolwswe find that the cities really ows the

2/  GoOk, Ko Moy "Bisnnial Survey of Bducetion in the Umited Stebes,
1934-36", United States Department of Educabion, Washingtorn, Do C.,
Chapter V, p. 12. :
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form taxpayors the sum of §$200,000,000 per year. Sinco there arae 150,000
ONng=1oom schc;ols in the United States, 20,000 two-room schools, ond 18,000
consolidated schools, this §200,000,000, if distributed back .to ‘the placas
where the educational work is done, would mean ebout $1,000 per rursl
school per yeasr, If figured on the total number of school rooms educaiing
rural childron, bthe distribution wonld smownt to about $6,700 per room
por yoor," _1’3/

If the rurel areas are to have comparable educabional faeilities
with the urban areas, the method for exbending the offerings musht differ
from that of the past in order 4o enable cducation '1:0' ubilize the environ-
mental resources and adjust tho program to the individual and community
requlremonts. ‘The finanecing of such democratic educational methods needs .
to be based, not on ability bto pay, bub on the larger prineciples of public
welfare, MNodern transportation, commmication, and population mobility
bring the oace isoleted areas _close together, Becamse of these facbors,
the inadequately educatbed peopie of one area ms{y bocome ‘the finencially
dependent of .another ares. It might pay this labter area bto proparly

educate tho former, so as to cub dowmn its fubure cost,

'Purpose of the S’cud&

The oducebional situation in spersely populated ssctions may best
be understood by considering some of the ou’céste.nding‘problems. These are:
1. The finenciel cost of the five~or=less=pupll schools in
comparison with the cost of schools with larger earollments.

coumerens

3/ Kile, 0. M., "The New Agriculture", The NMacmillen Company, L952.




-1l =

2, Tho nced for keeping isolated school children and the
childven of the five-orw-less-pupil school near the home and the
community by bringing the odweationsl plent to the children rather
then the children to the educational plant.

3, The essentials of sducation in a fiveeorslegss-pupil
school: Irom the stendpoint of curriculum and faecilities.

4, The development of a philosophy of rural and communibty
life as sn adjunct to edugation in-fthe five-ore-less-pupil school,
?L’his study is designed 'to. call etbontion to these problems in

other then conventional i‘a;slaign and will concern itself largely with 1, 2,

end 3 above. Jome inferences concerning 4 will be developed.

Background for Educationsl Policy

In order to wnderstand the present sducational practices in the
rural school in Americe, it is necessary to briéfl‘y review the history of
our national economy. At the begimming of our xnetional life, agriculture
was the basis of our ceconomy. Agriculbure then depended for growth and
prosperity upon individual effort end initviative. Labter with the intro=--
duction of menufacturing, many new phases developed in our economic system.
In order to have the necessary labor in previously wndevelopsd agricultural
end inmdustrisl areas, publiec and privebe sgencies fostered population movew
ments, while the federal govermment enacted legislation for the puwrpose of
disposing of the public domain for egricultural sebilement. Both the
federal govermment and the stabes now shared the menagement of pu’pl’ic lands,

and the mutval programs for land settlement snd agriculbure were based on
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the assumption of an indefinite agriculiture ezpansion with unlimited
national end international merkets. Later with a shift from an agr'in
cultursl economy to en industrial economy, enlarged domestic markebs
opened as people engaged in industry purchased goods they did not prow
duce, Both agriculture and industry continued to expand due largely bo
foreign immigrabion which influcunced our markets st home and gbroad,
Burcopean netions did buy from us bub we, in turn, did nqt buy from tham,
Consequently, the debbor nations were forced into a nationalistiec poe
sition, the result of which was the loss of our foreipgn markets end a
change in oux land poliey,

Several obther modifying factors have been projected into the econo=
wmy., For exsmple, populetion of the country has failed to inersase at its
former rate, and the tendency is toward & more stable population, "4_—_/
Furthermore, the total supply of world agriculbure produce has been ine
croased by the development of new lands in foreign countries. §_/ These
then arc scme of the facbors responsible for the depressed agricultural
‘prices, Likowise, they are some of the facbors thet must be ueonsider.ed
in plazmiﬁg the fubure policy for land use and populabion setblement,
hence they ars imporbent in eny consideration of our rural school policies.

1% now appears necossary to aim abt a new purpose or objective in
rural 1life, if agriculture and our miire economy are to conbinue its
contribution to soecieby. The scﬁools therefore; becomes of primery ime

portonce since it represents fundementally tho American way of building.

é/ Thompson, Warren Se, TPOPULGGLON ProDIems", M6 graw=nill
Company, Ific., 1985, Chapter XV.
_5__/ Bovman, I,, "The World and Its People" s Ginn end Company, 1933,
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It is because of the belief in bhi,s ngocra'tie process of building that
‘the Americoms popgeiveé.’“i_::lze ‘idsé:_ t:hac ;ubiic education is the funetion
of the local community, Iﬁre Edmuad deS Brunner says, "As early as the
1840%s the colony of Massachusebts passed bwo laws requiring thet each
toum (bovmship) tox its citi zens for the support of a school®. §_/ Later
with the development of manufacturing began the developmen'h of -i:he urban
centers., People moved to cibies in large numbers, and our tobal edu-
cational plant wes expanded to prepeare peopvle for urban life end unot
rural 1life, 1/ Education itself, the curriocuvlum and its content, was
creatad by urban individusls for urben use., It was not bhought necessary
to prepere an adeguatbe prograﬁ for the rural, much less the rural isolated
areas. Ab present, however:., we are confronted with the problem of continue
ing as an industrial nation with largs cewbers of populabion, or of devobe
ing some atteh‘tion to agriculbture as a way of life in more scattered arcas.

If ours is to be the labtber covrss, then the schocl and ibs pros
gram must concern itself with vision as well as facbts, It mﬁsﬁ admit ‘the
. importance of linking up the child’s school with community life, It mush
conceive of the child’s educational ecourse in terms of activity and

gxpericuce rather then the scquisition of lmowledge alone,

Rural Educabion in Buropesn Counlbries

Many Buropean counitries including Norway, Denmark, and Finlasnd

have based their educabtional planning on the assumption that both formal

8/ Xolb, ds Hop 8nd Brumner, H. G6Se, VStudy OF Rural SOGLOLOLY g
Houghton Mifflin Compawny, 1935, Chapter XVI.

'?/ Chapin, Fo. 8., "Social Heritage Rolls up on the Back of
Schools”, School and Society, Aug. 19, 1933.
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and informal training is for every day life, rursl as well es urbsn. §/
It would appear thabt America might well consi@r this as a definite
goal in consi&er;ng its educational curriculum and its adapbabion to the
childfs need,

The school of Norway does ‘noﬁ separate itself from the workaday
world. The leborer and the farmer a:-r'a not oduceted away from their jobs,
but are vaught to bring to it 2 personal joy in working snd a deeper
apprecietion of their work. 9/

In Denmerk the youbh, by formal end informel training, sre lubued -
with a philosophy that symbolizes the concept of her nabional Iife.
"Leaders in homesteading movements in Denmerk believe that a real com=- .
munity 1life close to the soil can resulbt in.a popular culture of a high
order. and cean produce the durable satisfaction thet results when one’s
'daily work is made intelligent end touched with imaginetion. Rural 1life
on small fayms is profiteble and enjoyable, The subsistence homestead
" seeks to provide a comfortable standard of living on relabively small
income”, states Dr. Rs H. Gelkleberry, 10/

The Tinnish Statbe assumes the preservation of its national life
‘to be dependent uwpon the solidity of thought and action among its people.
For this reason it maintains o dusl school systoms one division trains

for urban life, a seacond division traing for rurasl life. The enrollment

8/ Downs, Se Wes 'BAUCATLiON Progress in Foreign Countries’,
Schoal Bud . Society, December 26, 1936,

9/ Williems, To Ce, “The School for the New Social Order®, .School
1ife, June, 1933.

10/ Eckleberry, R. H., "Subsistence Homes*beadn.ng and Progressive
Bducatlon“,, School and Socieby, February 24, 1934s
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in the rural school is limited in order that the progrem of self-help,
self=gecking, and individual initiative mey more succeossfully condition
the pupil to life in small geoups, The stabte, however, doos not contems
plate rearing s citizeary divided in purpose. Hence, throughout the
entire systom cooperation in all its phases is a subjeoct of major raunlk.
The shote considers rural life and the problems of rurél life, and ecity
life and the problems of city life as being of sogiological and economic
importence to the extent that all should be as familisr with one of them

as with the othor, ;_L_];/

.Rural REducabion in America

In the United States the idea of sducation such as has been
avtompted by European nations is taking hold., NModern leaders acknowledge
that a curriculum which fits itself to the require.menﬁs of a poeople is
more desirable ﬁ:han & curriculum wh;ch meets stendard set for accomplishe
ment withoub reference o appliecation.

It is from this labier viswpoint that the worth of the small school
as an insbitubion k_;as been debated by éducators.and sconomists. It is
contended that the limited _eurriculum of treditional outline results in
uncqual opporbumities, Small enrollments, evaluated for efficiency on
the teacher-pupil ratio, thus result in high costs of maintenaﬁce', In
the past .'bhe only solubion proposed for the problem has been consolidation.

This is in keeping with the idea of emphasis on urban curriculum expansion,

11/ Tarttonun, leuna, "Sohools of Fiulend", 6 greduate StUdORt
paper prepared while a graduate student in Home Economics at Montena State
College, 1938«=39, .
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It is bolieved that the comsolidabed school, with its enlarged enrolle
mgas and more oxbensive curriculum, tends to equalize opporbunity. The
fiveworeless=pupil school, as a sbudy group and equipped with the proper
bools for s progrem adjusted to its condition, has received small abbention.
The nezd for such abbenvion can nob be questioneds After anslysizing deta
compiled in & survey of rural schools of Tows, Mr. 0. H, Honson concluded
that the boys and girls who favored country life were those who hed been
given opporbunity et home, at school, and during leisure time o study
and to follow progrems of adventure with educetional aad recreational

value and into which elements of locel inbercst had been imberwovem. 12/

vo Methods 9.{ Consclidation

Thore are seoveral ways by which the adventages of modern education
can be exbtended to a larger proportion of the rural populationu One
method iz the eénsolida’c:}.cn of smell districbs into a whole for 2 comnon
educationsl plent and baxing wnit so thet the revenus is sufficient to
carry on ‘the functions of modern educ.ation, Under this sytem the children
of outlying areas are transported as = rule to & common scﬁool« The
second method by which mode'm gducation can be made availeble requires the
comsolidetion of smaell school districets into a common texing base but en=
couraé’;es the maintenance of the small school, Such a tax base is large
enough in area and wenlth to creato a common fund which can be reapporbion-
ed to the individual units aceording to needs and requirements irrespective

of taxable properiy.

12/ Benson, 0» Ha, "Country Boys and Girls Speaking', Rural Scoube
ing Survey, Emmet County, Iows, Ocbober 9, 1931,
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In Americe we have follewed the first of these px*a‘.neipies, Thus
a favorably 1oca~tec"l area and urben center has found it possible to ‘bteke
advanbage of modern education, But by this very pracbiee these schools
which, bocauso of isolation, locabion, condition of roads, low taxable
value, end other resources, have been excluded from e¢omsolidation, hove
been deprived of these modern esdueabional fmecilities.

The districts supporbing consolidabed schools embrace largs geo=-
graphic areas, In this manner the tax bass is sufficlenbly broad to pro-
duce an income adequate to mest the school nesds. On the othor hand, the
schools with e small tax base are deprived of sufficient resourees to -
suppor®. & slailar progrem, If the idea of consolidation of tax base were
extended to all areas including smell distriebs, a bax base would be
ostablished wide enough to produce ample revenue for the support of
consolidated schools where practical, and of isolabed schools where
necessary. The common revemue wouid be distribubted according to necessity,
and the smell district would conbinue ouly from the standpoint of opera'b:a
iag and educebional plant,

In short, modern educators would need to learn to think interms
of a distinction between consolidation for_ revente purposes and consolie
dation forl educational purposess In The pust the only consideration has "
‘t;een consolidation to accomplish a larger tax base and & contral school
plant. Wherever consolidation for educetional purposes was being hindered
by the isolabed areas, these isoleted areas were omitbted from the tax as
well ,as school plent consolidabtion. This statement is verified by

Dr. Juliaa Bubterworth who, when reporting on consolidation, sasid, “As was
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©o be; sxpected, therefors, thers has been a tendency to bring togeither
aregas in which the consolidabion ecould bs effected with minimum ecost,
naglacting thoso children who live in territory conbiguous, but of little
vmﬁl‘th\, whore their inclusion would have produced little additional ine

come end serious eduoational responsibilities,® }g_/ :

Fivewor«legs=pupil School as s Problem

The problem of the five=or=laess=pupil school is not coniined Ho
Monbane or any specisl sechion of omr counbry, It is a by-produet of a

sperse population patbern in which the schools enroll few pupils. -Eviw

"dence to substantiabe this statement is found in the 1934 report of the

Federal Department of Educabion which listed foi' the United States 5 Some

7,600 or more one-teachexr schotls, not all of these schools belonged to

the five=or-less=pupil school category. The report, however, estimeted

that 30,000 elomentary school children were enrolled in five=orw«lessw
pupil schools in 1934, éf:“/ Tor the seme year, Dr. R. R, Reune accounbed
for 315 five=or-less=pupil ‘sv;hnol-s in Monbane., }_ﬁ/

TFor the year 1935-36 thers were, in 48 Montane counties, ebout 329
fivewor=less=pupil schools with o total attendance of 1,308 pupils. In
the six counbies studied in this survey, thers were 72 sueh schools with

an enrollment of 195 pﬁpilag On the other hand, in 193%383‘ 54 Monwbans

. 11?';/7 But“cémvorthg Julien, "Biemnial SUrvey Of Educstion in Ghe
United Stabes, 1932-34", United States Department of Edweabion, Weshinghon,

D, ng-chﬁ. 'her v‘t)'p'a 540

.-3-'-%. GGOk; K= Mog QP,@ Gi‘*’auy P 20, ‘
15/ Renne, Re Rs, "Fineneing NMontena Schools", Montana State
College, Agricultural Experiment Station, Bulletin No. 307, 1938, p. 2.
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copm‘:ies had 358 fivenforaleSSap_upil ‘schools.,,. The totel envrollment For
this period reached 1,351, The six counties studied had 74 such schgbls
with an enrollment of 247 pupils, While there was only & net addition ofh
two five~-or-less-pupil schools in the arcas of study, comparing 193536
with 1937-38, the total enrollment for all the five-or=less-pupil schools
in the sample hed increased 26,7 per cent, This indicates theb enroll -
ment had increased in some but mot all schools, and that the increase
ms such that the average enrollment per school remained fivé-or less
pupils. » |

In 1937-38 ‘E;he comties which had opened for the first time or
roopened five=or-las smpufil schools wore with one exception located west
of the Rocky Mountain divide; 16/

The small schools of 'Mon'hena- are ga;‘s.n_iné in number in spi*ce of the
;E’enm’;~ that consolidation both of disbricts and échool plexts has been
effected in some parbs of the state. |

In sparsely settled communities education is by no meens wholly a
problem of sehools with small abbendance. School finamecing is a problém
- of equal rank. This is especially the case where the expense of maine
taiving o small unit is relatively greater than the per capiba expense of
meintaining e large unit. Again reforence to the Fadei'al Department of
Education end Dr. Remnets reports will verify this stabement,. compa.;rison
Iof data from several stetes lead to the assumption that when a school ene

rolled between one and five puﬂils the avei‘age per pupil cost ranges Ifrom

16/ Scme five=oreless~pupil schools thet hed been closed for btwo
OF more yeors werpe roopensd,
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$4250 to $300, as compared withé $75 per pupil cost in olementery
schools based on the national enrollment. }_:7/ Dete compiled for Montans
showed ‘the average per pupil cost was {150 for schools that enrolled five
or less pupils although the awverage cost per elementery pupil based on
state envollment was approximetely $87. g__{}/

The consideration of neither enrollment nor cost of the small
school will solve the sducationel problem if the persistent movement of
people from urben centers back to the land and from one area into another
area continues, It would seem rathor to indicate there will be added
need for & kind of sorviee sﬁéﬁ as the five=or=lgss=pupil school can

rendor.

THE SAMPLE COUNTIES

In view of the faet that all courties in Monbena wi-l:h.fivenors
loss=pupil schools could not be studied, a ssmple of sixz counties was
talona ifhese sample counties are léﬁa"oed in different sections of the
stato end geographically well distributed (sec map ) .l_&l"bhougha in pavb,
‘these counties present differencas between the varicis aress of the
gtaﬁe , ‘they nevertheless have a number of common cherscteristicss First,
with one excepbion, the per capita weelth and da’b‘i;,. doos not differ greatly: -
Seeond, they all are vursl from the stendpoint of population demsity snd
oceupations Four of the counties have no oity larger then 2,500, whils
two counties have one city cach thad exceeds this numbers: Third; in sach

case the lend surface includes rough hilly coumbtry as well as pleins,

}1/ GOQkD Ko Mo.p Op@ ¢ite pa 25,
3:;8‘/ Re.‘dia@;, Rd Rog Opo ci"'hca p*o 100‘
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with both irrigeted end non-irrigebod farms. Fourth, every county is
supplied with one or move public utility services. In addition, fiva
of the counties claim an outstending industry, Those vary as to size,
¥ind, and value by qoun‘&y¢
The semple counties ere Beaverheed, Blaine, Uascade, Choubeau,

Dawrson, and Musselshell.,

Short HWistory of Semple Cfnw_&tt:ias

Heaverhaad Gounlby,--Besverhead County was orented by the first

serritorial legislebive assombly of Idsho i?;l 1863, and whon Montans bew
cawe a berrvitory in 1864, the counby wes incorporated within the tatterts
1imits., Monteanats firsht territorial legislative asseombly held its

" sessions ab Bamnack, o thriving mining cemp in Beaverhead Counbty. Ia
1863 cetlle wore brought inbo the counby end immediately stock raising
beeame an importent indusbry. I+ hes continued vwp %o the prosent hime

to bo The ranlking business. This is due in pard to the bopography mnd
the natural resourcses as wild hay covers 152,088 acres of land whils
821,453 eacres avre classified as good only for graszing lend, On 144,509
non-irrigated acres additional hay, the leading corop, is raised,
ﬁeaverhaa& éoun'i:y hag 50,358 ascres of irvigated 1anci used for the growe
ing of smell grains, alfalfe, sud garden produse. Mining, which led %e
the exploretion end sebtlement of the county, sbill claims a plece in the
commercisl ectivities. Pabented mining claims aggregate 8,937 acres. A
considerable portion of the counby is in & federal forest reserve which

contributed to the public school monmey. In 1932 the per capite wealth wes
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&2 000 and +he per capite eounty and schaél debt v’aiar;a $B5:,65. - The tétal
'populs;tion was 6,654 persons, meking an average density of 142 peréom
per square mile. | |

It is apparent from “«;hié aesﬁrip%'ian that the ha‘cuzfe of ageie-
culturel and none-ggricultural enberprises . mokes for o sparse population,
If this continues to be the best mebhod of Lend usa; the small school
preblem will 1;;9 ever present,

Blaine Counby.--Blaine County wes cresbed in 1912 by pebition and

»elgc'l;ioﬁg The original ;uréa,. was 6,700 :squére miles which was eub in 1915
o 4,271 square miles by +he loss of aress to the newly crewted Fhillips
Comty, Tn 'aarly yeunrs -;she entire land of this secbion of .Mon‘tmjla wa.s |
:eon*broi.lved_ by stockgrowsrs. However, in 190 the homestead asch bi“eug;hﬁs .
settlers and o par"c.of the 235,086 acres of $illable land which ié.é;
within the bounderies of the -prase;i: Bleine G:oun‘fsya' was converted to
farming. |

Sinece that period sx;xall_ grein agriculbure Bas ;E?]_._ourisﬁed end be-
come the renking industry, On the Flet dry preirie land smell grailnxs' '
sue‘.h‘ as wheat, oabs, end fla:% are grown, while the irr:}ga'%‘;‘e_df sgeticﬁ of
45,840 scras bordering the Mllk R'ii‘éter"‘:‘.&; g‘iven over 4o the prod;).ction -6:'6‘
sugar beets and 'po’aa'hoesh largely. The sugar ’n'_ea’c industry w:ubb a i‘ao:"bt;ry
gt Chinock, the cqu;rby seat, .: is a8 iaad%i;ﬁg bus‘insiss 5 servirrzg ntmrér only_
Blaine. County but all of norﬂmmA fﬁon»taﬁm: iier.e also is located an

abundarce of coal; mined extensively for losal use, while unatural gas,

eommercielly exploited, is piped to meny of the nelghboring commupities.

Stock raising, with about 1,349,258 acres of available grazing Iand,.
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conbinues as & profiteble business, The per capite wealth was $2,000
with o per capita counby end school dobb of $53.83 in 1932, The popuw
Jetion was 9,006 persons,meking awn averege density of 2.1 per squere nile.
The above descripbion of t;he existing seonomy again shows thab
portions of the county sre sparsely gopﬁlai:eda eonfroxiﬁe-@ with the =mall
school problem.

Cascade Counby,e=Part of the land now included in Cascade County

vas erossed by the Lewis and Clark expedition, whieh, in 1805, 'eampad‘

for soveral weoeks on the present sibe of Great Fells. A member of the
“party, seoubing for his leader, discoversd Black Bagle and Reinbow Falls,
His descripbtion of these falls, published later in a Bt. Louls paper, led
bo further exploration of the faells to debermine theiz*,‘eomﬁémial valuse
In 1908 a syndicabe secursd s fronchise, v&x@?efny it geined avbhority o
construct & power site snd gemevate electricity. This was followsd by
the erection of a wive and ozble will, a ferro-mengenese plant snd a
electrolytic ainc plent, Greet Falls, the cenber 'G:f.’ Cascade Oounty, bg=
came the second remking industrial oily of Montans. | |

Stock réising, an em’sﬁﬁr oecupation, coptinued bo grow and the - '

‘?914,;62*;5 acres of grazing land furnished feed. (n s porbion of the
457,271 acvres of won-irrigated land, lavge guantibies of grain, especially
vheat, are grown. The irrigebed land, some 28,829 acras, is used prinecie
pally for the produetion of alfslfa, It is estimeted that there are
1,510,504 acras of agriculbural land in the caum‘:yg‘ 2 groak part of which
kas nob as yet been developed. Gold, silver, end quartz mining was Lormer

ly o threiving business. Howover, the present high cost of wox,-king the :nines
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has resbricted the productiom. In 1932 +the cosl oubpub of the Beolt and
Send Coules mines emowrbed o $i1,000,000, Ab pz“esexﬁ: the sotal oubpub

has been decreased, due to the loss of local merkebs becouse of the intro-
duchion of natursl ges. Cescade in 1937 hed the lsrgest texeble valuadion
among the counties of the sitmbe. In 1932 the per capite wonlth wes 42,672
with 2 per cepite county end school debt of $17.04. The total populabion

was 41,148, maléihg an average density of 15.2 parsens per square mile,

Ghoutean Gounby,~=Chouteau, one of Montenats nine original coim%ies?
was erea:he‘cl‘ ';ay the first terriborial assenbly :»‘Zz}. 1865. The area of the
original cownty was 30,000 sguare milés which has since been re-duf;agé to
%,842 squere miles. 8tock ralsing has always besn the leeding iﬂéust?ya '
The rolling prairie land affords good pasturage, while the Missowrl Riwer
and obher smaell Shroams provide water facilities. Theare are 644,208
acres of classified graszing lend and snother 1,281,898 scres of dry land,
most of which is covered with nabural gress.  ~Usly o smell part is under
culdivabion and that is used for wheot end cabs., Choubean Gownby hes _
but 8,852 serps of irrigated lend which lies meinly in the Missouri River
hotbom and is déevoted to the g’réwing of alfalfa, In 1832 the per capite
wenlth of the counby was $2,000 and the cownty snd school debt wes $87.44. |
The total population mumbered 8,635, making an average densiby. of 2.2
persong per squere milg,

Dawson Counbty.==Dawson Connby, in 1882, wes bounded on $he north

By Canede, on the east '15y Dekobo, Ik was aboub 180 miles long, essh and
west, snd 150 miles wide, bub. todey its tobal ares is only 2,303 square

milos. A large portion of the dounby is flat preivis or low xolling hills
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better adapbed to stock zmising then agrieulture, Shodk railsing was She
leading indusbry wabil 1900, when swall geain sa_.gr,iﬁul’km"—al' oxpansion hee
gon, Afber 1900 a considerebls porbien of the 554,998 acres of dry land.
was homesteadeds The prineipel crops grown ars oabs, cornm, Fflex, and khay.

In recept years much agﬁ,eﬂtur-al land hes been abandoned with the
result that o second growth of native BEASEEs. ia beglming to cover the
preirie. In 1937 there were 713,408 éxers_es of grezing lend and 840 acres
of irrigpted land, ‘ Azz aree of aboub 1;28538%1 acres was clessified as
agricultural land with limited improvemenis. The Northern Pacifis raile
»oad shops, loeabed in Glendive, the counby sest, ere emong the largest
agsets of the counby. Im 1982 the total por capita weslbh was §2,000 -and
the gounty end school debt was {2556,3562 The tobal population was 9,881, -
meking en nverage density of 4,2 persons per sguers mile,

Husselshell Countyo--In 1866 Musselshell Cownby included 8,500

square miles of lapd within its boundsries bub by 1917 it had boen redused
+o 1900 square miles, ibs preosent size. For meny 'yéars some of the worldis
lorgest bands of cheep ranged the terribory snd sheep growing mes the foree
most Iandusbry., In 1908, baceuse of the homastéaj.d anl, there wes on infiuzw
of people. Barbed wire feneos cub the opén raunge, Hverywhere farms were
dotbed over the 138,841 acres of dry land, which wes pub to i;he‘pi*aétw%zimn
of wheat, barley, corn, hay, snd pobaboss, However, raéan'bl;sr wide seetions
heve been dederbed op withdrawa from agrioculbure by the federal land pure
chasing programe. Some of this lend, added to the 796,716 a.émﬁ of Fformey
grazing land, is 2pain supporking a congiderable number of liwvestocks -

Mussolshell Counby hes no irrigeted land at bhe present $ims. Coal mining






























































































































































































