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Abstract:

This study dealt with the perceptions of adolescents concerning the parent-child relationship. It was
designed to determine differences in these perceptions between non-delinquent and delinquent
adolescents. The study was centered around four specific areas, how the adolescent perceived his
relationship with his parents, how the adolescent perceived his relationship in the family, how the
adolescent perceived his home, and how the adolescent perceived himself.

The review of literature revealed that authorities on adolescent behavior agree that delinquent behavior
is learned. Much of this learning of delinquent behavior is a result of failure in the home to provide the
necessary normal, growing experiences and support the adolescent needs.

The results of the study indicated that there is a difference in the way non-delinquents and delinquents
perceive their parents, family, home, and themselves.

Some of the major conclusions reached are that: (1) parents have a great influence upon the
development of their children; (2) parents tend to react to their children rather than listen to the real
need the child is trying to express.

Some recommendations offered are: (1) that this study be replicated; (2) differences in male and female
responses be investigated; and (3) that a class should be designed for parents of adolescents which
would help them understand the needs of the adolescent.



Children now love luxury, they have bad manners, contempt for
authority. They show disrespect for elders, and love chatter in
place of exercise. Children are now tyrants, not servants of their
households.

Above written by Socrates
approximately 2500 years ago

. T see no hope for the future of our people if they are
dependent on the frivolous youth of today, for certainly all youth.
are reckless beyond words . . . . When I was a boy we were taught
to be discreet and respectful of elders, but the present youth are
exceedingly wise and impatient of restraint.

Hesiod: Eighth Century B.C.
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ABSTRACT

This study dealt with the perceptions of adolescents concerning
the parent-child relationship. It was designed to determine differences
in these perceptions between non-delinquent and delinquent adolescents.
The study was centered around four specific areas, how the adolescent
perceived his relationship with his parents, how the adolescent
perceived his relationship in the family, how the adolescent perceived
his home, and how the adolescent perceived himself.

The review of literature revealed that authorities on adoles-
cent behavior agree that delinquent behavior is learmed. Much of this
learning of delinquent behavior is a result of failure in the home to
provide the necessary normal, growing experiences and support the
adolescent needs. ’

The results of the study indicated that there is a difference
in the way non-delinquents and delinquents perceive their parents,
family, home, and themselves,

Some of the .major conclusions reached are that: (1) parents
have a great influence upon the development of their children; (2)
parents tend to react to their children rather than.listen to the real
need the child is trying to express.

Some recommendations offered are: (1) that this study be
replicated; (2) differences in male and female responsés be investi-
gated; and (3) that a class should be designed for parents of adol-
_escents which would help them understand the needs of the adolescent. .
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Chapter 1
INTRODUCTION

Dr. Haim Ginott, in his book "Between Parent and Teenager,"

4

had this to say about parent~child relationships:

As adults our responsibility is to set standards and demon-~
strate values. Our teenagers need to know what we respect and
what we expect. . Of course, thev will oppose our .standards,
resist our rules, and test our limits. This is as it should be.
No one can mature by blindly obeying his parents. Our teenagers'
resentment of the rules is anticipated and tolerated. They are
‘not expected to like our prohibitions (1969:150).

The "above sfatement indicates that a conflict between parent

- and teenager not only exists, but is to be expected. The abundance of

literature dealing with the problems of adolescence and the number of
books on "how to raise your children" verifies that this problem is

widespread and is of major concern to parents, professionals, and

' teenagers themselves. .

Depending upéh the viewpoint of the author, the blame for the
problem in parent—child relationships is placed upon: parental
behavior, community characteristics, interactions with peefs, tegcher—'
child interactions, socioeconomic status indices, relations with
siblings, and violence on television. While this is not intended to
be an exhaustive list, it does indicate that factors from various areas
of our life experiences are being postulated as the genesis of behavior
in theAadoléscent'which eventuates in a breakdown of the relétionship

between the parent and the teenager.
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2

It is hard for parents to accept the fact that this "adolescent,"
who up to this point in time has béen so dependent upon them, -begins to-
indicate through words, actions, and deeds that the relationship is"
too confining, and .that he (the adolescent) has some thoughts, feelings,
and emotions of his own. Marin and Cohen said that '"we as parents do

‘not see our young people very accurately (1971:3)." Instead, we
fantasize about our teenagers, projecting onto them our own dreams,
phobias, and needs.-xCommenting about programs we have devised for our
young people, Marin and Cohen said:

We watch them at home and in the classroom, they sit still

for most of it and go through the appropriate motions, and we

are sometimes conmvinced that we understand them, that we know
what they need. But when we put our programs into effect they
fail, they alienate the young, and we cannot understand why--for
we cannot understand that out of sight and among themselves they.
become sométhing altogether different from what we see: beautiful
strangers, at onceé far more intelligent and passionate and
distressed than we had imagined them to be (1971:3).

It is even more difficult for us as parents to accept the fact
that the period of adolescence is a period of searching for a personal
identity, and a time of séeking an answer to the question,.”who am I
(Ginott, 1969:26)?" While the adolescent may be uncertain of who he is,
or what he wishes to be, there is a definite feeling of "what he does
not want to be." To the parents, it might seem that they are setting
a good exaﬁple. They have expressed strong feelings about having

their child take over the family business, follow in their_footsepfs,

‘or even be more successful than they have been. Engrossed in their own
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3
dreams and expectations, the Pareﬁts are unaware that their adolescent
may see their lives as pointless? harried, and intolerable. Perceiving
his pérents in this manner, the adolesgent may determine to be as unlike
his pérents as possible (Ginott, 1969:26; Marin & Cohen, 1971:18).

Concerning the purpose of adolescence, Dr. Ginott said:

The purpose of adolescence is to loosen personality. His
personality is undergoing the required changes: TFrom organization
(childhood) through disorganization (adolescence) to reéorganization
(adulthood). Adolescence is a period of curative madness, in which
every teenager has to remake his personality. He has to free
himself from childhood ties with parents, establish new identifi-
cation with peers, and find his own identity (1969:25).

Although the preceding statement offers little comfort to the harried
parent, it dées clarify some of the psychological trauma involved in
the adolescent years.

The immediate question'that is brought to'attention by the
previous comments is, "Why do some adolescents become delinquent while
others are able to function in a socially acceptable manner?" The
obvious reply to such a question is, ''There are many factors which
influénce the adolescent's abilify fo copelwith these prqblems."

While sociological, hereditary, economic, and psychological factors
could and do have an influence on the adjustment of the adolescent, it
is the purpose of this researcher to investigate the impact of the
parent—chil& relationship upon the ability of the adolescent to cope

with this adjustment period.

While being interviewed by the U. S. News and World Report
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4
magazine, Dr. Aaron Beck made the étatement that one of‘the major
problems a child has to cope with in early life is '"the immediate family
group—-how to deal with any harmful elements that might be present,
such as hostile parents or overly competitive brothers ‘and sisters
(Sept. 1973:48)."

To further cbmpiicate the adjustment process of the adolescent,
our present society requires that a man be able to change jobs in
order to take advantage of better opportunities. The result of this
mobility is the breakdown of the influence of the extended family
(Bricklin & Bricklin, 1970:4). Thus, if the adolescent lives in a
family that does not give the necessary psychological support and fails
" to furnish him with "significant others" to emulate, there is no
extended family to which he can turn. He is forced to search for his
identify and acceptaﬁce among other adolescents.

The importance.of having a person or a place through which the
adolescent can test or- measure himself was expressed by Marin ahd Cohen
when they said:

Much of what the young seek from one another has traditionally
been found in large and extended families and tribes: among
cousins and generations and crowded households, lodges, and clans.
At best the self is shaped and made resonant in childhood, then
expanded and expressed among comrades in the community. Real
coherence and integration of personality depend upon the quality
of the household and familial relations: their warmth, depth,
honesty, and liveliness. To make use of the world, one must be
resilient and sound, grounded in loving relations. The family's
principal gift to the young is neither discipline nor morality,

but a sense of self developed through rich connections to whole
persons. In that sense the ideal family is a natural mandala,

™7 T T v T TN /7 h




5
the wedding of polarities and tendencies, and the young find
there—-symbolized by parents and relatives—-the integration of
the disparate elements they feel in themselves: a blending, a

correspondence. It is that sense of rich wholeness and one's

place in it that turns, in later life, into the way one sees
the world (1971:16).

The adolescent responds to himsglf in the same way he perceives
otherg responding td him. TIf he sees himself as not being worth much
to others, friends and/or family, his self-esteem dissipates and becomes
a ro;d block to personal happiness (Briggs, 1970:26). Briggs further
suggested that more ﬁrogress is snagged on interpersonal relationships
than we realize.

Supporting the emphasis the authors cited have placed upon the
influence of the family on the adolescent, Bricklin and Bricklin said,
"The family ig the most important social grouping humanity has so far
produced (1970:4)."

The ideal home is seen as the proving ground for the adolescent.

It is a place where it is safe to test himself and his ideas. A place
where he is accepted and loved, and even more important, allowed to
change. For the parents to allow this testing and chaﬁge, and for the
adolescent to feel secure enough in the home to attempt this change is
an essential élement of the family relationship. This type of relation-
ship requires a significant amount of trusf between parents and their
children. Too often this normal process of testing and change in order
to find himself is seen as a form of rebellion on the part of the

adolescent, and parents tend to réact rather than réspond to the




6
attempts of‘the adolescent to find himsélf.

This febellion, as it is pefceived by the parents, is ﬁsually
part of the searching process through which the adolescent must go. He
may in essence be saying, "an you still love me if I do this?" or the
more poignant question, '"Do you love me?" This can be the special need
of an édéiescent raised in a home in which he has felt insecure and

uncertain whether his parents loved him. There is a distinct difference

between being loved and feeling loved for the adolescent (Briggs, 1970:
61-117). |

Another part of the searching process may be the adolescent who
is searching for bouﬁdaries. He is seeking to know what he can do, and
how far he can go. This can be especially important for the adolescent
who has become confused by conflicting or non—-existent standafds'or
mores in society and the family.

To an increasing number of experts in the field of interpersomal
relationships and family relationships, it is’becoming more appafent
that thé child is conditioned by external factors to react in certain
Wéys to certéin stimuli. If'we can learn how to.teach our children to
be more human and how to respond to others, rather than reacting to
them, we may have taken an impoftant step toward understaﬁding the

problem of delinquency.
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7

STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM

This dissertation has investigated the percepfions of adoles~-

cents concerning their relationship with their parents. A comparison -

between the perceptions of delinquent and non-delinquent adolescents,
and some of the causes of these differences, has beén effected., It
is hoped that this study clarified some of the problem areas in
parent-child relationships and provided insight for dealing ﬁith

these problems.
NEED FOR THE STUDY

The problem of the delinquent adolescent is not unique to our
twentieth-century sociéty. The ancient Hebrew author of the Mosaic
law had this to say about rebellious children in the Holy Bible:

If a man have a stubborn and rebellious son, which will not
obey the voice of his father, or the voice of his mother, and
that, when they have chastened him, will not hearken unto them:
then shall his father and his mother lay hold on him, and bring
him out unto the elders of his city, and unto the gate of his
place; and they shall say unto the elders of his city, this our
son is stubborn and rebellious, he will not obey our voice; he

" is a glutton, and a drunkard., And all the men of his city shall
stone him with stones, that he die . . . . (Deuteronomy, 21:18-21)
The people of that culture felt so strongly about their children that
the writer of Proverbs said, "A foolish son is the calamity of his
father . . . . (Proverbs, 19:13)."

The writer of Proverbs perhaps has shown some significant

insight into the problem of delinquency when he indicated it was a
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8
¢alamity of the father. There is abundant evidence from researchers in
the field of delinqﬁeﬁcy which substantiates the Hebrew sage thét.the
fault must be laid, at least in part, at the feet of the parents
(Marin and Cohen, 1971:2; Young, 1965:2; Cole and Hall, 1965:430; Nixon,
1962:102; Duvail, 1966:192; Briggs, 1970:259; Hurlock, 1956}655;
Bricklin and Bricklin, 1970:5—9).

In spite of the plethora of material available today," the .
problem of delinquency persists. A member of the Governor's Crime
Control Commission in Montana, Mr. Steven Nelson, expreséed the Commis-
sion’'s concern by saying, ”Ouf probation officers are crying for mater-
ial which would help them understand family causes in delinquency."
Although we are able safely to land men on the moon today and bring
them back, it seems our society has been hesitant to acknowledge the
fact that béing Biologically able to raise childreﬁ is not synonymous
with having the emotional maturity and understanding to be good parents.

This study has attempted to define some of the problem areas
that have been.found’by other researchers in the fiéld.

It should be noted that a thorough search of thé Dissertatisﬁ
Ab;tracts from 1968 through 1972 has revealed studies between mqthers
and sons, measuring'of parental attitudes, and adolescent'peréeﬁtions
of parents, but no studies comparing tﬁe.perceptions of delinquént'and
non—delinquent adolescents concerning their relationshiég With their

parents. Investigation also revealed that no studies such as this had
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9 .
been done in'the state of Montana, using adolescents from Montana as

subjects.

GENERAL QUESTIONS EXAMINED

Some questions considered in the study were:

1. How'does the adolescent perceive the quality of his
relationship with his pafents?

2. 1Is there a difference in perceived parent-child relation~
ships between delinquents and non-delinquents?

3. What change factors must be recognized as essential to
creating a home atmosphere in which the adolescent can grow safely to
maturity?

4, Does a poor parent-child relationship create confusion
within the adolescent as to seif-identity and self~worth?

Some questions considered in the review of literature have
been:

1. What is a self-concept? Where does it come from?

2. Does the self-concept an adolesceﬁt has determine his

choices and influence his decisions? e

3. How does pathology in a child-parent relationship affect
the adolgscents' percepfion of himself?

4, Is adolesgent rebellion against parents just a normal part

of the growing-up process? If so, is the emotional degree of the

T ™7 —x TT

IR e e 1)



10
rebellion a measure of its' normality?
5. How does the absence of a significant other in the family

affect the psychological developﬁént of the child?
GENERAL PROCEDURES

The procedures followed in this study %ere:

1. A working definition of what is a delinquent adolescent
for the purposes of fhis study was established.

2. The résearcher has conducted an extensive and thorough
review of.literature as it pertains to parent-child relationéhips,
paying particular attention to those sections dealing with causes of
délinquency. The author also researched data to determine what factors
must be recognized and understood if changes are to be recommended in
parent-child relationéhips.

3. Questionnaires were developed and submitted to both
delinquent and non-delinquent édolescents to determine some of the
problems often encountered in parent-child relationships.

4, Personal interviews were held with someﬁdf the adolés-
cents to gain first-hand knowledgg abou; their perceptiong of_their-
parents. To accomplish this, trips were maae to:

Studj group:

(a) 'MbntanalChildrens Center at Twin Bridges, Montana

(b) Mt. View Home at Helena, Montana (State Reform School for

TN T 7




-study group were surveyed and interviewed.

girls).
(c) Pine Hills School at Miles City, Montana (State Reformb
School for boys)

Coﬁtrol group:

(a) Junior a;d senior high schools at Circle, Montana
(b)._Junior'and senior high schools at Terry, Montana

(c) Junior and seniéf highlschools at Custer, Montana

4. Results of the study have been discussed and recommeﬁda—
tions have been made'ﬁhich, it is hoped, will prove helpful to those

working with adolescents and fheir problems.
LIMITATIONS

This study is limited in the following ways:

1. TLess effort and time have been devoted to historical per-
spectives and théoretiéal background in delinquency in this thesis,
since these areas are more than adequately discussed in other publica-
tions. |
| K 2, This is a theoretical study only. _The actual implementa-
tion of the findings of the study.have not been tested at:this time,

3. No adoleééents have been surveyed be&ond the geog;aphicél

boundaries of Montana. Only those adolescents who are presently

attending one of the schools listed in either the control grouplor the

oy
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4, Only 10lper cent of éﬂose sﬁrveyed by questionnaire were
interviewed.

5. ~The majo;ity of sources used in the'developmeﬁt of this
paper were from the Mbntaﬁa State Univeréity Library, a personal
library that iﬁcludeé over fifty titles dealing with va?ious aspects of
psychology and interpersonal relationships, other libraries through
inter-library loans, and extensive use of Dissertation Abstracts”

resources.

DEFINITIONS OF TERMS

For the purposes of this dissertation, certain terms have

been considered in the following context:

Adolescence. The period of adolescence is defined by Hurlock
as, ". . . from the‘time the child becomes sexually mature~—abou£ thir-
teen for girls and fourteen for Boys—-to legal maturity . . . . (1956:
28)." 1In the Dictiomary of Psychological and Psychoanalytical Termg,

adolescence is defined as "

. . . the transitional stage during which
the youth is becoming an adult man or woman . . . . (English.and |
English, 1958:14)."

Since adolescence is usually considered that period of time
beginning with the onset of puberty up to the reaching of légallage,

| :
this researcher will be using the term to mean the years from twelve up

to eighteen. This period of time coincides with the time most young
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peoble are in the pgocess of completing their juhior and senior high
school years, and thus are generally still dependent upon their.parents
for support and are less able to leave home even if they are dissat-

isfied.

Delinquent. As defined by the New York Joint Legislati@e
Committee on Court Reorgamization, in its dfaft of a Family Court Act,
a delinquent is '". . . a person over seven.and less thaﬁ sixteen yéars
of age who does any act which, if done by an adult Woﬁld constitute a
crime, and'rgquifes supervision, treatment or confinement (Wblfgang,
Savitz, & Johnston, 1962:26)."

As defined in the Dictionary of Psychoiogical Terms, it is
"such behavior by a yoﬁng person (usually under 16 or 18, depending on
the state qode) as to_Bring him to the attention of a court (English
and English, 1958:143)."

Since the legal age in the state of Montana is eightéen at the

present time, for the purpose of this research the age of eighteen will

be considered adulthood.

Family. ''The United States Census defines a family as two or
more peoplé who live together and who are related by blood, marriage,

‘or adoption (Bricklin and Bricklin, 1970:3),"
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Healthy child. The term healthy child is used to refer to the

child who exhibits the natural innate characteristics of spontaneity;
curiosity, creativity, and a striving for self-realization. The
healthy child exhibits ". . . an awareness, a curiosity, a great love

of life that thrills and delights him . . . . (Axline, 1947:12)."
SUMMARY

The question, '"Why does one adolescent become delinquent while
another adolescent seems to make the necessary»adjustmenté and moves
on into adulthood without getting into serious trouble?" is as pertinent
to our society as it -was to previous generations, Aithough there is
much material avéiiable today on'delinquency, it seems that there are
many factors which influence the adplescénts' adjﬁstment which need
more study. \ _ .

It is the researcher's intent to survey sample populations of
non~delinquent and delinquent adolescents to determiné if there are
differences in their perceptions of parents, family, home, énd self=

concepts.
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Chapter 2
REVIEW OF LITERATURE

The purpose of this review of literature was to develop, Fﬂrough
awareness of the findiﬁgs of studies and writings on this subject, a
better underst;nding of the dynamics involved in child-parent felation—
ships and the effects of these dynémics up&n the adolescent. In order
to facilitaté this undefstanding, the literature has been apﬁroéched'
With.the followiqg questions in mind.

1. What is a self-concept and froﬁ where does it originate?

2. Does the self—concebt an adolescent has determine his
choices and influence his decisions?

3. How does pathology in a child-parent relationship affect
the adolescent's perception of himself?

4, .Is adolescent rebellion against parénts just a normal part
of the growing-up process? If so, is the emotional degree of the
rebellion a measure of it's normality?

5. How does the absence of a‘significant other iﬁ the family

affect the psychological development'of the child?
THEORETICAL BACKGROUND

The Family of the Adolescent

The amount of .literature available on adolescence indicates that

much attention has been focused upon youth. Richard Poirier emphasized
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".,'. . we are more hung up on youth than any nation

this when he said,
on earth . . . (ﬁlein, 1969:172-189)," He went on to say that along
with our emphasis upon youth there is a determination among adults tha£
our yduth are not to enter adulthood withou; paiing the price adults
have placed upoﬁ this tranéition.

In féct, it may be that the adult view of .adolescence as a
transition pefiod contributes to the problem of adolescence. Anna
Freué (1958:255~276) took a negative view of adolescence and suggested
that it was a period of stress and -should fe waited out. However, the
time of adolescencé is not .a period conduqive to waiting fér either the
parent or the adolescent. Changes, both P@ysical and socidlogicgl in
nature, demand that the adolescent move. This movement can be in either’
a positive or a negative direction. Duvall described the. situation very
graphically wheﬁ she said:

You cannot build a wall around your children. Theyé&ust forge

" forth to meet the world on its' own terms. Somehow, someway,
they must learn to protect themselves from lifes' hazards without
fear. At the same time, you, as a responsible adult, must prepare
your child for life with all kinds of people (1966:18).

The immedia£e;question that commands our attention is, "Aré all
parents responsible adults?" The obvious answer is no. While a person
may have the physical maturity to bécome a parent, this person may not
have the emotional ma?urity to provide a home atﬁpsphere'conducive to

' |

both'physical and mental growth. OQutside of a fe? courses offered in
o i

the colleges, there are few programs tc help thgfprospective parent

7
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achieve the level of mental maturity needed to be a responsible parent.
Briggs (1970:xiii) called this "an unfortunate oversight in our
cultufe.” She pointed out that vast sums are spent. to teach academic
or vocational skills, but the nurturing care of our greatest resource,
children, is left to chance. The investment of time and money in
training programs .for parents could possibly be one of the greétest
deterents to juvenile delinquency. This is especially true when the
cause of delinquency is attributed to a learning process. Wolfgang,
Savitz, and Johnston said:
In attempting to uncover the roots of juvenile delinquency,

the social scientist has long since ceased to search for devils

in the mind or stigma in the body. It is now largely agreed ‘that

delinquent- behavior, like most social behavior, is learned and

that it is learned in the process of social interaction (1970:292).
If behavior-is leérned, it would seem that a légiéal solution to the’
problem would be to train parents to be better parents. This'is not to
suggest thaf this researcher is advocating the entire problem of
juvenile delinquency can be resolved through this type of action. Tt
is simply ;aying that if the child-parent relationship can be improved
the natural consequenée will be a more compatible and understanding
relationship in which the adolescent would feel more free to geek advice
and help from the parént.

Bandura and Waiters (1959.:4) emphasized_that.while sociological

factors such as poor housing, inadequate recreational facilities, and

low standards of living can contribute to the learning of anti=-social
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behavior, they énly provide conditions under which anti-social behavior
can grow. The problem as they saw it stemmed from tﬁe parents' inability
to establish close personal relations with other people. Another
finding reported in this study was that parents of aggressive boys
showed less warmth toward and less acceptance‘of‘eéchAother than did
the parents of the boys in. the control g?oup} |

In a study of adolescents who had left their hoﬁes, conducteq
by Morse (1965:212), the finding that emerged most often was that there
had been a breakdown of family reiationships. Happy child~parent
.relationships were the ekcgption rather than thé rule. The bregkdown
of the family relationship can be the cause of difficulty for the
adolescent in éstablishing a relationship with desirable peer groups.
Strang (1957:363) reported findings from her study that indicated a
positive relationship between the home atmosphere and the type of peer
group or street gang the adolescent joined. Continual arguing and
disagreemént between the parents and between the parents and their
children, along with éusbicion and fault-finding, creates a situation
in which it is difficult for the édolescent to find himself.

The'coﬁflict between parents can be gmplified through the
presénce of an adolesbeh;} The parent who is physically an adult but
emotipnally a child often sees the adolescent as a source of competi- |
tion or a thfeét réthef than someone to be loved and nurtured.. Theoéore

Lidz said that in such families a father could be sexually attracted to
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his daughter and flee into an extramarital affair. The'mother could
see her daughter as a competitor and try to demonstrate her greater
attractiveness to young men (Caplan and Lebovici, 1569:109). The effect
of this immature.behgvior upon fhé adolescent is negétive (Bricklin and
Bricklin, 1970:25). The fact that children are quick to mote the faults
of adults is noted by Strong (1957:376). Yablonsky said:-

Today's violent delinquent is a displaced ﬁérsqn--éuspicious;
fearful, not willing or able to establish a concrete human rela-
tionship. The formation of the violent gang, with its imperman-
ence, its' possibilities for hollow glory, its' limited expecta-
tions of any responsibility on the part of its' members, is all
inviting to youths who have difficulty fitting into a more
integrated and clearly defined world (1962:4).

The effects of pathalogy in the parent-child relationship are
noted by Duvall when she said her studies had revealed, JSChool drop-
outs often come from unhappy families that give them little support or
encouragement (1966:65).” The child needs a place where it :is safe to
test himself, especially during ;he‘time of adolescence when changes
both physigal aﬁd psychological in nature are demanding to be ackﬁowl—
edged and tried. The safety and warmth of the atmosphere of the home -
is crucial to the emotional growth of the adolescent.

Finéh, Pognanéki, and Waggoner (1971:22) emphasized the effect
of the home atmosphere upon the adolescent suicides. They_said,~"It~
is not unusual to find the suicide attempt triggered by a parental
remark of 'drop dead,' or 'you're a pain to have around.'' fhe adoles-

cent's perceptions of not being wanted is confirmed by the parental

remark. Other findings of this study indicated that, " . . . suicidal
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teenagers came from families characterized by disorgénizatioh, parental’
disharmony, cruelty, abandonment, dependency, and delinquency.'
More specific evidence of the effects of poor interfamily

relationships is reported by Margolin and Teichner (1968:296-315) in

~their study of:adolescgnt suicide attempts. The findings of this study

indicated that the mothers in the cases investigated were described as,
"angry, depressed, and withdrawn." The mothers were.preoccupied with
their own depression and pushed their sons. into the role of the ﬁusband.
The fathers, in these cases, were found to be " . . . weak, rejecting,
or absent." The results of this study arevsupported by the ﬁindings of
Bigras; Gaﬁthier, Bouchard,.aﬁd Tasse (1966:275-282), who found that"
the mothers of édoleségnt girls who attempted suicide were described

as " . . . cold, rejecting, and rigid.'" The father was fouﬁd totbe

", . . passive, weak,.rejecting, or absent. "

Wheﬁ the_chilé perceives eitﬁer or both of his parenté as being
cold and rejecting, fhis creates feelings of alienation and.insecurity
in the child. Bandura and Walter (1959:85) reported that, '"Much of a
child's dependency has as its major goal the eliciting of affection from
his pg;ents." When this need for affection is spurned by the parents,
the child can interpre£ this as meaning that it is inappropriate to
need or expect afféction.

The stability of the mérital relationship of the parents contri-

butes in either a positive or a nmegative sense to the adolescent's
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perception of his place or role in the home. Blaine (1966:15) said,
", . . the threat of separation or divorce can be the cause of a
powerful unconscious fear‘that he (child) will be deserted or ;bandoned

" The emotional impact resulting from this

by one or both parents.
feeling of unceftainty is an important factor in the condqct of the
child. ~Ginnott':.emphasizedvthat the ', . . personality of the'child is
colored by the emotional-atmosphere of ﬁis_home (1965:193)."

In some cases, a marriage is perpetuated on the premise that
bréaking up the home Wiil be too emotionally traumatic for the children
to endﬁre. 'Evidence presented by Remmers and Radler (1957:98) indicates
that such é.premise méy be false; When incompatible pareﬁts stay -

together "for the sake of the child," the emotional tension in the home

' is often reflected in.the child's behavior. Kaplan and Pokorny (19713

328-337) reported daté indjicating that broken homes are not necessériry
related to sélf-derogation. The cause was found to be in the chargc—
teristics of the brokép home. |

Some of the cﬁgracteristics of the brokén home which were seen
as contributing to,paﬁgélqu in the broken home'were repofted by Hether-
ington (1973:46-52). Her study revealed that in the broken homes
inéludea in her survey the mothers ﬁeré . overpfbteétive and
solicitous of their preédolescent daughters." The study alsg indicated

that the absence of the father in the home was a factor in the type of

relationship the girl established with males. Girls from broken homes
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more often tended toward a flirtatious or seductive type of relation-

ship.

In their study of adolescent aggression, Banaura and Walter
(1959:69) found tﬂat, ""In some instances, the parents of the aggressive
boys rejected the Boy because he possessed chgracteristicé that they
were unable to accept in themselves.’' In contrést, the control group
in the Bandura and Walter (1959:81) study gave very fe& indications of
being rejected. Control fathers in this study were found to have spent
more time with their sons and the relationship with their Sbﬁs was open
and frien&ly. The evidence would seem to sdipport the premise that
children have a strong need to be loved and wanted. 1In spite of the
rejection of parents, for whatever cause, adolescents generally do not
express feelings of hatred towards their parents. Offer (1969:57)
found that teenagers did not feel that their parents' judgment of them
was harsh. Even though they are rejected by their parents, or perceive
their parents-as rejécfing them, they are hesitant to pass a harsh judg-
ment upon theif parents. This does not mean to imply that the adoles-
cent will not enter into delinquent behavior because hé is hesitant to
judge his parents. Deliﬁguent behavior,'in many céses,'is a desperate
attempt to draw the parents' attention. Even a negativé:form of
attention is better than being ignored. In such children, attention,
even in negative form, becomes a substitute for affection.

Communication within the home between members of the family is
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.a contributing factor to the feelings of rejection and alienation. Much
of the communication comes in a non-verbal form, especially when there

is little effective communication between family members. Sabbath

(1969:272-289) coined the term the expendable c¢hild to describe the
situation When'parents_have non-verbally communicated that the child
is a burden and they wish he really had not been born.

The -expendable child was referred to in order to better illus-

trate the desperate feeling that comes to the child who receives this
message, whether it comes in a non-verbal manner, by being rejected,
ignored, put down, or by parents who do mot hear or understand. The

. loneliness expefience@ by this adolescent is overwhelming. He has the
feeling' that no one knows, understands, is interested, or even cares
about him. Duetsch said:

Many suffer the.worst‘form of loneliness; these are the ones
who are not able to. communicate their feelings on that score,
This is extremely.common among adolescents, who may share’their
secrets, but not their most painful sensation--that of loneliness
(1967:66-67) . ‘

In a speech on November 15, 1973 at Montana State University,

- Paul Harvey said, "Lack of communication is an increasingly detrimental
factor in.the bringing up of our children." This étatement was supported
by Blaine (1969:9) who also pointed out .that wbrking mothers, and fathers
working at two jobs, contribute greatly to this problem. Not only is

there less time to practice communicating, there is less physical

energy tq-devbte to it. Cervantes (1965:218-223) found that one of the
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differenées between high school graduates and dropouts wés a lack of"
communication in the home. In her study of adolesqent self-esteem,
Matteson collected ‘data that indicated that, '". . . dysfunctional

communicatian affects all relationships in the family to some deéfee
(1974:35-47) .1

Part of thé problem in communication can be.foundiin the prac--
tice of locking family members into certain.roles. This is not neées—
sarily accomplished by direct verbal assignment; however, it can be and
is done this way at Eimes} More often the child is guided into these
roles by the parent. EBricklin and Bricklin (1970:5) said they found
that -a father will unéonsciousiy trap his child into a deficient,
rebellioﬁs role so the child will express the anger the father feels
toward society. This. is accomplished by the féther without his being
consciously aware of what he is doing.

A direct verbal assignment of a role may come from parental
comments such as, "I was that way myself," or "He's thé dumb one in the
family." Bricklin and Bricklin point out that in such a case it is
importanﬁ to undersfénd why the child accepts this role. They said,

"A simple explanation is thét the scapegoat usually has no conscious
awareness §f what's.really going on, particularly if he's a young child,
and thus does not knéw how to figlit against those patterns which have

laced him into the scapegoat role (1970:8).'" Another reason brought out

by the authors for accepting the role is that even a negative role is
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better than no role at all, ". . . at least he knows who he is.'" Other -

members of the family will help the scapegoat perpetuate his role in

order to assert their supposed superiority, flaunting before him and

others his oft claimed inferiority.
Other problems in communications may be found in factors, such

as inconsistent communication. The parental instructions or standards

-

change from one time to the next. Or the fathers' demands can be
inconsisgent with the demands the mother has outlined for tﬁe adolescent.
~ Another variétion of this could be parental demands which are inconsis-
tent with the standaras-of the society in which they live. A mother may
add té the confusion in interfamily communications when she demands her
husband assumé a role.of leadership in the family and then usurps his
rolé of leadership in the decision making process.

Parents commuﬁiééte their &alues to their children knowingly
or ﬁnknowingly. Strang (1957:361) said if parents have high,values and
live by than,their'examfle will encourage the adolescenf to set and
maintain a high standard for himself, Especially when ;ﬁe adolescent
is confronted with conflicting standards and practices in society. Even
the emotional trauma of moving to a new city can be offset by the
atti£ude of the parents about the move. Barrett and Noble (1973:181-
188) found their data did not differ significantly between children who
had recently moved iﬁto a neighborhood aﬁd children who had livéd

there for some period of time if a positive attitude had been demonstrated
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by the parents about the move. The results of this study were Supported
by Strang's comments when she indicated that children are strongly
influenced by their parents, ". . . especially during the stages.of
development in which the child feels dependent upon the parent and
identifies cloéely with him.(1957:114).” Even in later adoiéscgnce.the
teenager tends to follow the values of his parents.

The results of a study conducted by Schvaneveldt would seem
ironic if the end results were not so often tragic. This study showed
that ". . . both pareﬁts and adolescents desired more and better
communication, understanding, tolerance, and more lenient rulés and
regulations (1973:171-178)." 1In spite of the proliferatién of knowledge,
the scientific discovefies, our knowledge of both physical and emotional
needs,  and our demonstrated need to communicéte better, we have not
been able to address ourselves effectively to the problem of communica-
tion within the family.  This may be, in part, aue‘as Duvall has said,
"You do mot deal with teenagers in an emotional vacuum. :Botﬁ of you are
in a storm center of shifting emotions. You share an emotional climate
that has fast~moving fronts of feelings--theirs and yours (1966:22)."

It would not be improper to add that-this is true of communication with
every member of the family.

Briggs summed it up n}cely when she said, "Each child, though
thoroughly unique, has the same psychological needs to feel lovable and

worthy (1970:4).” She emphasizes an important point when she pointed
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out that being loved and feeling loved are not synonomous, The parent

can say he loves his child, but the child does not feel loved. The

child needs to receive the message that he is loved.

Adolescént Rebellion

One of the most traumatic.experiences for the parents is when
their adolescent begins to assert himself, even against their stropgesf
demands and warnings. This rebellion, as it is perceived by the parents,
is a frightening experiénce for the parents because they see themselveél
as losing control. In some cases, they may not be able to enforce
their demands fﬁysicaiiy; but even if they could at this point in the
adolesgents' development, it Wéulﬁ not change the adolescents' mind or
attitﬁde.

. What is pérceived by the parents as rebellion may not actually
be a desire for rebelLion on the'pérﬁ of Fhe adolescent.  Alissi said
that what is termed as rebellion by the ‘adult world may be more accur-
ately described as ", . . a threat to an egfabiished order essential to
the well-being of adults (1972:491-510)." The reﬁellion then is more of
a reaction on the part of the pareﬁts.to the acuity of the questions
the adoiescent is asking about himself, his parents, énd about life in
general; Alissi went én to say that it is throﬁgh asserting himself
that the.adolescent finds his identity and meaning in life.

Further evidence to negaté the emphgsis placed upon adolescent

rebellion was cited by Strachan (1972:67-71) when he reported findings
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indicating that adolescents who run away, become truants, or are beyond
control . ; . are usually not expressing any psychopathology'or even
antisocial sentiments. In fact for many youths the act of funning away
or truancy is psychologically the healthiest thing they eonid‘do.” It
may be the only way these adolescents have of asserting thenselves’or
finding themselves.. Parental,festrictions at home may prohibit any
effort on their,nart to achieve any measure of independence or identity.
An intefesting point brought ouﬁ By Strachan is that these are
status crimes among adolescents and are punishable only because they
" are juveniles.
. Salznan pointed out the dilemma of the adolescent When‘he said:

e criticized by the adults for being too dependent, at the

same time he is being pressed‘to‘remain dependent until he is

capable of sustained financial work life. He is pushed toward

having a "mind of his own," while denounced for his premature

independent: viewpoints (1973:249).
Caught in between two worlds, the world of the child and the adult
world, it seems that the alternatives left to the adolescenn by the’
adults are few, Too often, instead of offering support, adulns are
guilty of blocking wnat few aiternatives are open., His only means of

fighting back is to rebel, or as Blaine put it, ". . . to be a non-

conformist in order to irritate, perplex, and annoy the adult (1966:81)." .

The insistent, natural, driving press toward finding himself
“and his identity-is met with unyielding resistance. Marin and Cohen

(1971:8) pointed out that many times schools, family, and community
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coimbine to insulate the adolesgent from actﬁally.e#periencing life,
Especially the life experiences they peed'to leafn:énd grow;'fIn fact,
there is a éreat.deal.of pressure upon the adolescent to poétpone the
transition into édultﬁood and independence. Handlin and Hanélin (197%:
220) emphasized tHat in spite of evidgnce'indicatiég that adélesceﬁts 
arrive at physical ma;ﬁrity earlier than in thé past, sdcial and parenfal
pressure is ts delay the fransition into adulthood.

Silverstein (1973:88-89) saw rapia éocial change as causing
conflict between parent--and child., He atﬁributed the reason for the
confliqt to the-parent aﬁd child beiné in,diffefenf stages of‘develép—
ment, He fu;thér emphasized the péint that ". . . the conten£ which
the parent acqﬁired at the stage where thé cﬁild now is, was a different
content from that which the child is now acquiring.” Thé expgriences
and the knowledge frém tﬂese expériences may be judgeq Ey a different
set of vaiues than the adult Would judge them by, thé?eby coming up
with a completel& differeﬁt set of responses to the ekperiencésT

Munné found evidence in her study that ”.'. . children conform
more té a.sfstemWOf peer group values than to parental Qalués (1972:
519-524)." This would seem to contradict éhe findings of étrang (1957:
361),';ited earlier iﬁ this chaptef; which said tﬂe pareptal Yalues |
are the most important. However, é closer examinatiénléf the sfpdy
conducted by Mhnns reveals that adolescent males . f'. saw them=

selves and their friends as hoiding quite different values from.

T T (Ll i ) T I M



30

those of thgir pérents,.except for fﬁeoretical, social, politiéal,.and
religious values in which the& saw Ehemselvés like tﬁeir fathers." This
would seem.to invalidéte the first sfatements of MuQns about éé‘existing
difference. However, a moment of reflection may provide én answer for
the seeming contradicﬁion. The contradiction may exist in the defini-
tion;of these terms and in the means of accomplishing the ends desired.

. An example of éﬂié is the adolescent who may turn to drugs to
achieve the’desired reéults. The discovéry, thréugh the use of drugs,
of an idyllic world far removed from the harsh reality of the real.
world can bring’'a real temftation to use drugs. This issespecially true
when £he influence of the youtﬁ culture and the peer group is to be part
of the group which often includes the ﬁse of drugs. Marin an@;Cohen
said:

In their owﬁ world they become increasingly pressured by

the invitations and judgments of their friends; lacking a real
relation to either themselves or wise adults, they are easily
swayed by one another, by fads and propaganda, by unwritten
mores and challenges (1971:17).

Added to this pressure upoﬁ the adolescent is the changiné
~values within our present society; Themes currently being used for\
movies and television shows would have been taboo a few years ago.
L;nguage thatuwas forbiddeﬁ except in men's lockér rooms is\noﬁ used
unabashediy in theiclassfoom, movies, and on television. Silverstein

said, ". . . the sexual revolution, the drug revolution and the revolu-

tionary youth revolution represent the extremes of a fundamental reversal
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‘of values in the middle class (1973:65)." While change is essential to
growth, it seems apparent from the authors and studies cited above that
change can have a negative as well és a positive effect upon the
adolescent. Especially if it comes in such a way that the adoleécent
loses sight of his values and his identity.

Richer's (1968:462-466) study emphasized the importance of this

concept. In summarizing his study, he said:

. with the increased availability of resources and alternative
sources of rewards accessible to the youth, the less likely
parental dictates are to be followed and the more conflict-ridden
the relationship with the parents is likely ‘to be.”

The present day adolescent can find encouragement and reward from
friends and the peer group. This is especially true for the adolescent
who does not find them at home. In this type of situation, the influ-
ence of the youth culture can have an enourmous effect upon the adoles-
cent. He is sorely tempted to find-the ideal world through shortcuts
(drugs) and live by the values of the peer group. Leslie Fiedler
sumed up the results of adolescent need to find reward outside the
influence of the home.

Not only do they reject the Socratic adage that the unexamined
life is not worth living, since for them precisely the unexamined
life is the only one worth enduring at all, But they also abjure
the Freudian one: 'Where id was, ego shall be," since for them the
true rallying cry is, "Let id prevail over ego, impulse over
order'" (Klein, 1969:207).

Without the influence of adults with wider experience and understanding

13

of iife, the adoiéscenté’perspective can become distorted, in spite of
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the urge to grﬁw. He can do much harm to himself phyéicaliy énd eﬁo—
tionally. Without Heélthy parental example, the adplescent may confuse
freedom with iiberty; He may demand immediate gratification of his
impulses, without unde;standing the consequences of.such gratification.'

Parents wise énough to understand the adoleséent need for
experiencé,ﬂidentity, reward, and acceptance will find a way to provide
the guidance énd support the adolescent needs, without humiliating‘the
adolescent. ‘At the égme-time, the parents will allow the adolescent
to experiment with the freedom and independence so necessary for.the
growth that is taking place within him.

While the adolescent may not understand or be comscious of it,
he may also_Be tésting for new boundaries. Growth that Eas occurred
and expanded.frgedom demand a re-definition of boundaries. This can be
a frightening and a lonesome experience for the adolescent. In fact,
he may desire parental help in redefining the boundaries, yet he would
nﬁt acknowledge his desiré for heip. Theodore Lidz explained the
dilemma this way:

27, the yéuth may also deeply resent the parents' failures to
set limits. He fights against delimitation, but at times he also
wishes to be relieved of the responsibility of deciding what chances
he can take, how far to go along with the gang, how far to venture
sexually. The boy or girl can interpret parental compliance and
their willingness to accede to his wishes as lack of interest
(Caplan and Lebovici, 1969:109).

There is an inherent desire for the security of parental help,’

but .there is also a hesitancy to specifically ask for help. .To do so
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would be an adﬁission that the hard fought for freedom is too.much for
him. Such an admission might result in parental withdrawal of the
opportunity to éxperience and grow. Teenagers attempting to cope with
this dilemma were desqribed by Remmers and Radler:
Teenage boys and girls,ltorn between their desire for independ-
ence and their craving for security, often make reasonable demands
in unreasonable ways and so tend to seem more childish than they
really are. In addition, proving that they can be independent is
often more important to them than actually being independent (1957:
100).
Parental attituées toWafﬁ the adoleécent can be of critical importance
during this period of time. If they are teassuring and(accepting to
the ‘adolescent and hié—efforts to establish himself, his confidence
will grow. 1If they are critical and ridicule the adolescent, his
confidence is shaken and he may turn to the peer group for help.
Havighurst, Bowman, Liddle, Matthews, and Pierce reported ", , ., this
group of boys and girls have faileé in théir efforts to grow up by play-
ing the game according to the rules of society . . . . As a rgsult of
this failure, they seek illegal and socially undesirable substitutes for
growth (1962:67);” This person may become a part of a street gang and
find his growth in a rebellion against society.

| The atmosphere éf the home can piéy an important part in the
adjustment made by the adole;ceht during this time. As was cited
earlier in this chapter, the.parents presenting inconsistent demands

upon the adolescent increase the tendency for rebellion. Bandura and

Walter (1959:201) found the most rebellious boys in their study came
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from homes ﬁhere parents were incongistent in their'demapds and
restrictions. Théy also found that these parents were not aware of
wherg-their sons were, what they were dbing, or who they‘were with,
Mothers made fgwer deménds and expected less compliance to their demands.
Data collected in the same study indicated that while soﬁs in the control
groﬁp resented parental restrictions and demands, they were’much-more
willing to_accept,thém (1959:203). Resentment to parental céntrdls was
expressed in.miider form than the aggressive boys. This would give
credénce to Céplan and Lebovici's %1969:109) statement that parental
hesitancy to set boundaries or limits is perceived by the adolescent as
not caring.

While rebellion can be a frightening exéeriende, especially for
the parents, an understanding of the dynamics of the reﬁllion may alle-
viate some of the fears. Parental understanding of the growth taking
place, the search for an identity, the testing of self, the need for
freedom, and the need for adventure can be an impgrpant step in this
direction. Marin éﬁd Cohen said, ''What they are after is . . . an |
acknowledgment of their growth, some sign that parents recognize and
accept them as independent'and adventurous persons (1971:18)." To this
‘might be added the ;eed to find out if it is alright'to be me. ,

. Parental anxiety over the teenagers' ability to take care of
himﬁelf can be a cause of problems for the adolescent. Cablan and

" Lebovici described it in this manner:
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S Parents.may not-only find it difficult to relinqﬁish authority

but also to contain their anxieties over a teenagers' ability

to take care of himself. Anxiety leads to anger and may be vented

as rage against a child who arouses the anxiety (1969:108).
Thus, the anxious pareﬂt is not only unwilling to relax his hold on the
adolescent, he .compounds fhe problems of the adolescent. by adding his
own problems to those of the adolesceﬁt. Ihe qffect of this is to
drive the adolescent away from his most important source of help during
this period of time, his parents. Banduré and Walters (1959:32) found
that a child'unable to receive emotiomal support and help from his,
parents also had trouble internaiyzing the parentallstandards. They
suggested that a failure to internalize‘tﬁese standards often resulted
iﬁ antisocial behavior and in inadequate ways of handling feelings that
led to this behavior.

Strang (1957:81) stated that in their attempt to have parental
restraints relaxed the adolescent often finds himself in a no-mans-land.
He has lost the pfivileges of childhood and is not‘really accepted in
the adult world. The parents, while they reluctantly agree to more
freedom for the ad@iescent, are not ready to accept the adolescent as a
contributing mémber gf the family., Suggestions and opinions offefed by
the aadlescent are not accepted on-an equal basis with adult sugges-
tions and opinions. This can also be a source of discord and problems
within the homé. Aisthy reported in Caplan and Leboviei's (1969:109)
works indicated that denying an adolescent boy the opportunity to prac-

tice his adult role within the family can result in an attempt to break
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up the family social system. ‘Pafeqfsiseeing this need to praé;ice‘a
yole as a challenge to their parental roles and authority forég the
adolescent té practice his new role in.antisécial ways.

The attitude of the pareﬁts toward the adolescent, as he experi-
ments and searches is a critical factor. It can be the deterﬁining
factor in where the adolescent looks for acceptance. Morse (1965:209)
found that one of the most serious problems adolescents who had run ’
away from home had was a lack of ", . . sympathetic adults to whom they
could turn for understgnding and advice." Part of the problem in the
failure of adults to be sympathetic and'understandiﬁg may come because
of a lack of trust in the adolescent. Because the adolescént has
standards and values that differ from those of the parent the parents
reject the adolescent. Caplan and Leboviei (1969:108) reported evidence
of this cause and effect relationship in a study conducted by Lidz.

The degree of the rebellion may vary at different stages during
the adolescent period. A study conducted by Offer (1969:51) indicated
that both parents énd teenagers felt most disagreements odcu?red
during the seventh and eighth grades. This might be interpreted as
indicating that the first periodslof growth towards maturity require
more effort_on.the p;rt of the adolescent to make parents realize the-
need for changes in roles and acceptancé. Data from the study cited
above indicated that parents . saw high school age adolescents as being

less difficult and new relationships were established.
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If the parents -can keep in mind that the rebellion is a natural
process through which the adolescent is going, and provide understanding
and security, much of the trauma associated with this period can be
avoided. Menninger said, "Revolt against parental ties and authority
is a very natural thing for young people, and a healthy sign that they
are beginning to mature (1966:82);” Blaine said, 'Rebellion does help
the developmental process and contributes to the eventual achievement
of an identity (1966:85)."

That parental attitudes can either hinder or facilitate the
development of maturity for the adolescent is agreed upon by many
experts in the field of adolescent behavior. Many attempts have been
made to describe the dynamics of this cause and effect relationship,
but it has been most poignantly expressed by a high school girl who
wrote:

Dufing adolescence, one's whole outlook on life changés. He
sees things with his own eyes and. not through the eyes of his
parents. He must judge the world by his .own standards. At this
point, he has two philosophies of life, we might say: that of his
parents and his own. These two philosophies are in constant con-
flict until the youth can get them straightened out in his own
mind. This has been one of my main problems. I find my own ideas

in conflict with those of my parents and this results in a disturb-
ing situation (Strang, 1957:120).

The Identity Crisis

While the parents may perceive many events in life as mundane
and repetitious, for the adolescent they are a first—time experience.

It is an activity to which he looks forward and anticipates doing. The
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exuberant recounting of such aﬁ experieﬁpe by the adolescent is often.
belittled or ignored by the parents. The accomplishments of tﬁe
experience are inferred to be commonplace, or the lack of accomplishment
considered sub-normal. The attitude is a "so what" attitude which,
infers to thé adolescent that what he has accomplished is not very
important in the adult world.

The importance of these events for the adolescent is too often
overlooked'ﬂy the parents. Duvall pointed out an important facf for.
parents to keep in minduwheﬁ she said, "Teenagers live at a2 new time of
life, for them (1966:26)." It is an exciting time of new experiences
and of findihg an identity. Parental reactions to adolescent experi-
ences can be an important part of the identity search, since it is
through these.experiences and through the reaction of others‘to him
that he finds ﬁis identity. Remmers aﬁd Radler found data in their

study indicating that, "

. . . teenagers are consistently more sensitive
to the feelings and opinions of adults and of other teemagers than they
are to any voice from within (1957:225)."

The 'search for an identity is propounded to be the principle
task of the teenager by Ginnott (1969:26),‘ He further stated that the
adolescent is more certain of what he does'not want to be, than he is of
what he wants to be at this point in his life. He is afraid of not
finding an identity or being a nobody, i;e., being a chip off the old

block.
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The adolescent, K is experiencing growth, both within himself and
in his encounters with the world in Whigh he lives, The growth from |
the inside demands expression and,acceptan;e. Marin and Cohen said that
if this need for expression and acceptance is not mgt, the need will
turn inwa;d upon the adoleséent and becoﬁe rage. They indicated that

the most important need for adolescents is "

. + . to discover them-
selves as persons in the world, makers of value, . . . (1971:7)." For

~ the adolescenﬁ, the question influencing his view of self is not, "Are
my parents expectations of ﬁe realistic?"; it is more a question of his
personal adequacy. Fromm (1955:62) said the need for a sépse of,.
identity is imperative. He gave dimension to this urgent and vital
need when he said ". . . man could not remain sane if'he did not find
some way of-satisfying it."

In order for the identify process to begin,-the individual muét
become éware of himself as a separate entity from the family and from
the peer groub. The family and the peer group are both sources thfough
which the identification is verified, but the adolescent must begip to
see himself as a unique individual. Fromm (1955:62) indicated that in
order for awareness of self-identity to occur the individual has to.
emerge from the group. The degree of self-awareness oécurring is depend-
ent upon the dégree of emergence from the group.

This process is better understood when viewed in light of

tt

Jourard's definition of self-identity. He said it is, ". . . a person's

T T T TT ™



40
beliefs concerning the ways in'which'pther people think about him
(1963:1972)." The identity process then is validated by the individ-
ual's perceptions of how he relates to his world, It is discovering
who he is and what he is, especially in the adult world. This issue
was described by.Leon Salzman when he wrote:

The issue of identity in the sense of discovering who and

what one is and how one stands in reélation to one's self in the
adult world, therefore becomes of ‘crucial concern . . . . He
must overcome his total dependency at a time when he is not' yet
able to achieve a satisfactory self-sustaining way of life. At
the same time his parents are both reluctant to and incapable of
releasing him for more independent existence since they are
hanging on to his remaining juvenile needs ‘because of their need
to remain the sourée of his sustenance, This dilemma accounts for
a great deal of rebelliousness in the adolescent who is neither:
unable to overcome his ambivalence nor to encourage his parents
to identify theirs (1973: 248)

The dlfference between self-identity and self-eoncept as
defined by Jourard (1963:162) is that self-identity is outer'direqted
while the self=-conceépt is inner directed. He made .this differentiation
when he said, "the self concept comprises all the beliefs the individual
holds concerning what kind of person he is; i.e., conclusions concerning
his mode or typical reaction patterns to typical life situations." The
eame author and work cited earlier had defined self=-identity as how a
person believes other people think about him., However,.he goes on to
say in his definition of self-concepf that many of the beliefs held by
the individual have been ecquired from parents, friends, 'spouse, and so

on. While both the self-concept and .the self-identity are considered a

system of beliefs, the major difference seems to be in defining the
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sélf-concept as'é system 6f‘be1iefé about ﬁimself aéla person, inner
directéd, Whiie the selffidentitj.is a system of beliefs about how he
thinks others see him, outer directed.

Sullivan (1953:280~284) eﬁphasized that the self-concept is
determined by the way he organizes his experience to avoid or diminish-
anxiety. How a person perceives himseif, his adequacy, self-confidence,
self-value, determines how he will respond to the situation. Strang
indicated thaﬁ.the sélf-concept is influenced by a number of different
perceptions the.individual has abéut himself, such as" . « . his
physical éelf,‘his personal aépearance, dress and grooming, by his
abilitieé and disposition, his values, beliefs,tand aspitrations (1957:
68)."
| While it is important that the adolescent has a posiﬁive_per—
ception of himself anq that He feeis good about who he is and ﬁhat he
is, it is important that his aspirations and beliefs‘about himse}f be
realistic; Menninggf (1966:55) said this is imperative to fhe buildingv
of self—confidence.' An unrealistic.picturg of self can lead to unrealis-
tic self-exﬁectation and ultimately to failure. For example, a boy
‘With sgyerely deformed legs and feet can be very interested in football,
It would be aﬁ unrealistic self~-expectation to become a star football
player. A more réalistic picturé would be for this boy Eo pictufe }
himself‘as'teqm ménaggr and later on, if the interest stiil prevailed,

‘a coach or assistant coach, This realistic view of self includes

T T T T Tt N I et |}




42
knowing about and acknowledging your gdod points. and youf'bad points,
your strengths and youf weaknesses.

Ekperimentation is very much a part of this process of'knowing"
yourself, Adolescents. need the opportunity to experiment with them-
selves in order to find this identity. However, parental guidance'
should proteét the adoléscent from'serioué or lasting injury when
possible during this experimentation with ideas, other people, and
relationships. 'The.adolescent should also learn to accept responsi-
bility for his actfons. Konopka (1973:291~316) stréséed this when.
she said:

They should be able to try out various roles without belng

obligated to pursue a given course--in school or in the world

of work. They should also have the opportunity to practice w1th
limited hurt if they fail, because while their inexperience does -
not make them inferior to adults, it does make them different,

On the other hand, youth should understand that genuine. partici-
pation and genulne responsibility go hand in hand . . . ."

The relationship of s;if-acceptance and the acceptance .of othéfs is a
pésitive relationship (Rogers and Diamond, 1954). All that a persdn
‘believes about himgelf, both as a person and hié place iﬁ.thislwbrid,
is dete;ﬁined b& how the person perceivés‘others as seeing him; This
also influences'his perceived valﬁe and his aspirations, Tt iﬁfluences
the friends hé chéoseé and determinés how helwili,héndle sitﬁations.
The adolescentsﬁ"éerception of himself is am important deter~
mining factor in the direction and goal he setshfor himself. Br;ggs

said:
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Self—esteem_is a quiet sense of self-respect, a feeling of
self-worth. When you have it deep inside, you're glad you're
you. With high'self-esteem you don't waste time and energy
impressing others; you already know you have value (1970:3).

How the adolescent.sees himself is determined largely by the

feedback he receives from others;—parents, friends, and teachers, and
by the treatment he receives from these sources. Briggs callé these

sources "

. . ; a stream of-réflection « « « which bécomes his self
image (1970:17-20)." The child cantiot see himself dir‘e'ctlly. The
responses of dtherélto him literally shape and control his self-imaée.
How he'percéives the judgment’of others ﬁpon ﬁim will determine the kind
.of identity he_builds. The role he éccepts is deEermiﬁed by'tﬁe
perceived adﬁlt image of himself.

Strang (l§57{90) found evidence in her study.tha£ indiéated a
disparity between the kindiof person éhey percelve themselves to be and
the‘kind of pérson Ehey would like to be. These subjects were found
in the 1ow—achi§vement group. Fur?her.dé;a-from the sfﬁdy indicated
that these subjects also showed a.discrepaﬁcy between the ﬁindlof,
futuré‘tﬁ;y would like and a future that'wag réalistic fpr them. From
this evideﬁce it would seem reasonable to assume that their perceptions
of how others saw them Qas inaccﬁrate, 6r they were not really sure
of the identity or role which they were trying ﬁo fﬁlfill. The result .
being that the restiess'ufge Eg_ggéz and Eg_Eg_was not being fulfilled

causing them to yearn for unrealistic goals and,expéctations. This

concept was supported by Strang when she pointed out:

[N
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The self—concept is also related to one's level of aspiration.
The "ideal goal" is associated with. the ideal self, the ‘"action
goal," with the realistic self-concept. Although level of aspira-
tion is an individual matter, people tend to set their levels of
aspiration relatively high when they are dissatisfied with their
present status, or when they are confident and successful.
It is difficult to state the above concept as an absolute, as 'there is
some - ev1dence cited by the same author Which indicates that a poor
self—concept can also be the cause of 1ow asplrations, poor motivation,
failure orientation, or.an unrealistic view of the situation. There is
agreement though that the above situations are related to personal
feelings of'insecurity and personality problems.

There is what seems to be a circular cause and effect relation-
ship between the ,adolescent and his world. As cited above, the person:
perception of himself . is determined in large part by how.he perceives
others as seeing him, and how he sees himself. Yet, Jersild (1962) .
emphasizes that the individual's attitude toward others reflects his
attitude toward himself. This indicates that if we as others fail to
give adédﬁate-recognition and identity to the adolescent, he.is unable

to respond. to later efforts at socialization.

~ Evidence of this inability to establish close relationships

. with others was reported by Bandura and Walters (1959:35). Their study
" showed that a common characteristic among aggressively antisoc1a1 boys

.is their inability to establish and maintain close relationships with

others. 1In fact, they are likely to show a marked resistance to entering

into this tyoe'of relationship.
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Sullivan (1953:245—262) attributed.this problem to failure during
the preadolescent perlod to establlsh a close relationship with someone
of the same sex. He Went on to suggest that thlS type of relatlonshlp
is very important to the child.: Wlthout it he does not'become aware .of
inaccurate ideas about himself and others. He does not have the‘
opportunlty to determlne the effect of his behav1or upon-: hlS peer group,
thus he does not have the chance to modlfy or correct behav1or |
unacceptable to them.

Not only is the close personal relationship with someone. of the
same sex important to the socialization process, the.adolescents
identification and.acceptance in a peer.group is importantfl Silverstein
(1973:190) said that-parents and teachers often fail to recogniae the
importance of the group menbership upon the adolescent. Yet, the |
adolescent often spends more of his waking hours with.the group or
clique than he does with his parents. Parental deprecation of the-~
clique‘can cause a withdrawal by the adolescent from the parent'into
" the safety and the acceptance of the clique. The status derived fron.
membership in the group is prized very highly. .When.membership in a
clique is achieved by the adolescent; the reputation of .the clique also
‘becomes his; and personal behavior will be adjusted to fit the reputa-
tion. |

'While lt is evident that theﬂattitude of}others--peer group and

friends--have a lot to do with the adolescents' perception of himself,
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there 1s a great deal of evidgnce'which_indicates’tbgt'the infiuenge of
the home and the parents has a iasting effect upon the adolescent;i
Satir (1967:45—54) asserted that adolescent disturbanceé reflect d§s—
_functional'marriages. vShe also claimed there is a positive relationship
between disturbed fémilies, dysfunctional éémmunicaéion,land low self~
esteem. Soldmén poin#ea out the posifive effects of é healthy inter—
'famil§ relationship:when he said: |
~+ .+ . @ strong hgrmonious.family identity is-a necessary

ingredient for a healthy ego. This can only be accomplished if

the parental roles of both mother and father are carried out with

stability and comsistency during the early formative years (1972:

511-518).

When-paren;ai roles are not carried ouf in a manner ﬁhich allqw
the adoleécent to éiséove;‘himself, the conséquenées Caﬁ‘gésult iﬁ.
antisocial behavior. In a gtudy of psychiatric pétieﬁts"perceptioqs.
of their mother, faimer (1971:420-431)‘found that these mothers were
percefgédmas.being less warm ;nd less emationally suppor;ive. These
pétiénts pe;éeived personal réinforcement as depéndent upoh~éome
external 19cﬁs‘rather than upon his QWn peréonal Wérth.

In hef study; Deutsch (1967:61) found the source of a boy's
resentment agéinst his father was éffen caused.by the inability of the
father to_prqtéct the son from a mother-who-wgs possessive aﬁd demanding.
Shé‘indicated Ehat tﬁe-end ?ésult of such resentment often 1s a generali-

zation of the feeling of resentment to all men, seeing them as weak and

worthless. Such overpossessive and demanding mothers were also seen to
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be a contributing faétorhih adolescent failure in the socialization
attempts. These mothers see‘their sons as an extension of themselves
 and hope the son will compensate for.their own failures anﬁ diéappointf
ments, |

The role of.the parents is unique in the development of the
adolescents} identity. Duvall (1966:67) stateﬁ that parents influence -
their children ﬁore than any othef.peopie do or can. Her basis for this
position lies iﬁ her argument that the parents have known their child
first and longest and, are closest to them emotionally. The findings of
Bruch, Junce, -and Eggemah (1972:555=558) would not support this position,
as their data diffefea from the usualidata;‘ In théir study of inner-
city students'and upper-middle class.students, théy found the students
of both gFoups rated their parents similarly. They also found thét
sélf-é;teem ratings wére not significéntly relatéd to parental_rétings..

In spite of the findings of this study, the majority of.the
éuthors'ci;ed in this.Stﬁdy are agree@ upoﬁ the importance of the.
parental role in tﬁe development of tﬁg_adolescents; églf-identity and
self-concepéi | | )

éilverstein (1973:77) emphasized that middle-class parents,
atteﬁpting to hélp their adolescent avoid the futility of their own life,
pressufe thelr young into achievement in the areés of art, cuiture, and

intellect., The result of this exploitive pressure has been for the

'édolescent to experience a dissonance between the expressed claims of
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love and warmth by ‘the parent and the ‘'unspoken but obvious pressure to
achieve theéelgoals in order to deserve this léve.. Thus, casﬁing a
serious doubt upon.the adolescents' personal worth as hglis right now.
Menninger (1966:53—54) gave these reasons for laék of self—confidénee
in the adolescent——uﬁfealistichparental goals for the éhild, peréonality
disturbagce in the,pérents, lack of affection, and a poorifémilf;
According tb,Coleman (1964:44), there are two key factors in

the determination of ;adequate self;direction Ey the adélgscént. .One
key factor is the ;apidly changing society in which the adolescént is
growing.. Thg sélf—idéntit§ is dependent upon persoﬁal péésessions,
social status, interpersonal relationships, and group identification.
. However, éll-of these factors are subject to éhangé,'while parental
judgmén£ énd help is often based upon the experience the pérent had at
that time of his life.

| The second factor Cdleman pointed out as significant in the
determination of self—direction by thé adolescent is the qourage.it
takes to be onesélf. fhis kind of action may bring the individual into
conflict with the peer group. It also requires a determination of
personal vaiues and goals, the making of choices; and assuming responsi-'
bility for‘tﬁése choices. ' | |

The'effect.of the culture upoﬁ the adolescents® self-concept was

discusged by Kagan when he said; "The child's self—conbep£ consists in

part of his evaluation of the degree to which his-attributes match those
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that the cuituré héé designed as desirable.(l97l:6046l)g" ' The valpe he
places on certain attributes are infiuencéd by the valﬁéé-the éultufg
has placed ﬁpon this quality.'-This would emphasize why, fof example,
an adolescent Wﬂo excells as an athlete wogld gain much self-confidence
from his:taienta whilé a boy who is musically talentéd Woula beginlto
have serious doubts about his identity and lose much confidence in
himself. |
Jourard (1963:170) pointed out that ". . . pgople ﬁehaye with
consistency in or&ér to maintain or to justify their‘presént beliefs
about their personélity."' When a person believes he has certain traits
he will behave in a manner that will justify hié continued belief in
his pgés;séion of these traits. From the statement cited above, it
appears that ﬁarents,.teéchers, frieﬁds; peer group, and society ip
genefal can lock an individual into a certain role.becausé of their
reactions to him, this being what he believéé he is. The tragedy is
that if theée‘are negative reactions, he is locked.into~a negative rble
‘and his acfions will help him to perfetuafe this negative role.

A further comment from Jourard (1963:170).wi11:he1p to underj
- stand why this cause and effect relationship wofﬁs in.fhelindividuai.

A person must belie&e certain things about himself (aj iﬁ order
to maintain self-esteem, or to avoid guilt and shame, (b) in order
to maintain his sense of identity, and (c) in order to believe he
is acceptable to other people.

A negative'gglffcongept is.bet;er.than no self-concept. Being a delin-

quent will at leasthbring him an identity in a peer group of delinquents.
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" He must be soméone:aﬂd.be valueé.by someone,

While the:éffec%s of.a négativé self-concept and poor paﬁént-
child relationships ﬁeré touched ﬁpon in the discussiqﬁ oﬁ selffconcept;‘.
the imporfancequ ;hisuéffect'upon the adolescent war?én;s further
discussionf ﬁecky“cléiaed that_preserving_one's pe?céption of one's
self intacf is the'gyime moti%g in all behavior (1945). Ihis.indicatesl
that when one déals'witb adolescent behaviof.he is oftén‘dealiﬁg with
- the symptom of the:pfoblem, not thé cause, sincg,the behavior is a
result ;f an. inner confliét”tbe adolescent fgels..

Failure to:resolve this inner conflict céncerning'who and what
he is'Eéﬁ fesult in feelings of insecurity and anxiety. .Strang pointed
“out that ". . . satisfaction and happiﬁéss are closely éssociatedlwith
: the self cpnéepé; they ére a natqral consequence of the harmonious
functioniné of the total personality,(l957:112).ﬁ When the,édolescent
fails to achiéve this harmony between the ideai self and the real self,

1"

anxiety takes over. Quoting from Strang, ". . . the greater the chasm

ghe greater the possible anxiety (1957:112)." An unrealistic view of
himself, his -potentidl, and his fu£ure can causé'the:adolescent a great
&eal of anxiety from which he may attempt to escépe.. However, such
attempts tg find relief from this ankiéty aré futile until he can
establish séme degree of sfébilit&.andICertainty_in his sense of
identity. |

Change of locus or situation can be 'a very threatening experience
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to such an individqal. Briggs (1970:40)‘pointed out that.the person
who has lived with rejection and failu?e is more threatened by change
thqn £hose who have béen‘loved and succeééful: The'persoh who has
lived with fejectioﬁland‘failure seés no reason for the change to
$rihg anything but more bad experiencés, Tﬁe a&olescent who has been
successful sees no re;son why thé change cannot result in gdod experi-
ences.

This position was suppofted in‘a study comparing édolescénts of

inner-city, low-income families with adolescents of non-inner-city

7
i

familiés'having a moderate té high.income conducted by Payne, Platt, and
Branch (1972:164—170){ Non-inner-city adolescents with moderate to high
incomes were found to be more willing to accept changé. This éﬁggests
that as s?éted in the previous parégraph the more-éonfidence the
adolescent has in himself and his ability the more adaptable he is to
‘change. Rigidity of fhough; and action indicétes an inéecurity and

fear of change. It ié‘almost like the person is hanging 6n desperately
to what liftle self-concept he has, regardless whether it is good af bad.

Another factor emphasized in the literature as having an effect

upon the development of the adolescent self—cohcept‘ié the school. Offer”

found that ". .-.. students ranked school and studying as their most
important area of conflict (1969:32)." The determination of their
vocational and educétional.goals was seen as a major problem:by many

students. Silverstein added to the understanding of Ehis.situation when
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he.said:

In getting a formal education the average young'American is

undertaking a more difficult, and certainly a longer, job than

his father or mother did, and that it is very likely that he is

working harder at it (1973:39).
Increased pressure tosachieve and succeed and the demands of the school
system for the adolescent to make an early choice about his education
and vocation can mahe the adolescent feel lihe a failure becaﬁse he is
not able tc'meet these demahds. The subﬁissive, passive adolescent .
may yield.to parental and school pressure, allowihg himseif to be molded
into whatever the parents and the school deem most desirable. The
adolescent, Qho is unsure of himself, is fighting to find his own
.identity,or'has some definite interests cf_his own to follow may find
himself at odds with both parents and school systems,' Schaefer (1969:
233-242) found that creative adolescents perceived themselves as
‘independent, uninhibited, and asocial. Unreasonable parental pressure
to conform to their ideals and values can drive the adoleeceht into
delinquent behavior in crder to assert himself.

Ihe parental inflcence upon the adolescents' view of himself is
important both in the immediate effect upon the adolescent and in the
long term effect. Crandall, Prestcn,'and Robinson (l960£243-251) found
that the influence of healthy or unhealthy parent-child relationships
not only affected the adolescents self-concept it affected his attitude

toward his family and #n' his behav1or. Heilbrun found that ". . . the

individual's attitude and behavior depends upon his response to his
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perceptioh§ bf his'family (198Q:i69-1f3).ﬁ A study conducted by
Becker . found tﬁe same emphasis upén the faﬁily effect (Hoffmaﬁ and
Hoffman, 1964:169-29&). | |

In a study of the personal adjustment of éollegeﬁfemales;'Fish
and Biller (1973:415-420).found"a'positive relationship between‘the
degree of adjustment made and the degree of paternal positive involve-
ment during childhood. While there are many stﬁdieélmeasuring the
effects of maternal nurtﬁrance.an& love on the child, studiés measuring
the effect'bf the father are not as abundant. In the study cited
above, Fish and Biller found that subjects with a negative.seIf—
perception were more likely to perceive their relationship with their ‘
father during childhood quite negatively. Peter and Bafbara Wyden
(1968) found that fathers c;n be a determiniﬁg influence over the homo-
sexual development of the chiﬂd through his écceptance or rejecﬁion
of the child and the role he plays within thé family.structure.

Research generall& contradicts‘the idea of there_beinélgéne:-
ally significant differences between the phildfen-of worki#g and
non-working mothers, If the mother likes her work, the .mother-child
relationship is likely to be warm and satisfying (Leslie (1957:572-573).
Hudgins and Prentice (1973:145-152) found that ﬁhere was a rélationsﬁip
between ﬁoral thought and mother-and'daughter relationships. The noﬁr
delinquent giri and her mother had a highér level of moral thought than

did the delinquent girl ﬁnd her mother, The study also indicated that
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the motﬁers of deiinquent girls varied more'in their 1e§e1 of mo;al
development. Delinguent girls also showéd a lower level of maturity in
their thinking. This would seem to indicate that the‘security of the
relationship between the mother' and daughter has an efféct upon the
ability of thé adolesceﬁt to experiment and grow into maturity.

, A study conducted by Matteson (1974:35-47) found support fof“
the;gypothesis that adolescents with low self-esteem did not perceive
themselves.as being able to.communicate,with their parents és well as
did adolescents with high self-esteem. The adolescent ﬁay-perceive Ehe
non-communiication as pareﬁtal rejection or as not. having enough worth
to warrant communication, Briggs' (1970:18) pointed out that the child
is very consciéus of the attitudes of others towards him; whether or
not these perceptions are accurate, this consciousness 1s making an
assessmeﬁt qf what he thinks others are thinking of him.

Kagan (1971:61) pointed out that in the pfocess of pe;sonality
development, feelings of being unworthy, ipcompetgnt, or being basic-
ally evil were related to the belief that the person was similar to a
parent whom they regarded as unworthy, incompetent, or uhloving. These
findings were the result of intenéive interviews with seriously dis-
turbed adulté, some of which were exhibiting schizophrenic reactions,
Rosenberg (1965:18) said that low self-esteem is often -accompanied by
dgpression. These children avoid interpérsonal relationships. Feelings

of anxiety, loneliness, and threat are common. They perceive their
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parents as noﬁ beiﬁghintereéted in thém:

Twé types of.delinquency were found by Havighurst, Bowman;
Li&dle, Matthews,uand Pierée (1962:66) in their study of adqlésqents
in a communit&. The fitst type is the aggressive;‘uncontrélied behav-
iof which may even include murder, Ihese children have little or no
innef“mo;al control. Parenthﬁild relatioﬁsﬁipé in‘tﬁis case were
found to be parental neglect, lack of love, and inconsistent pqnishment;

The seéond type df.delinquency found in the study was due to
strong feelings of anxiety which resulted in the child.commiting
strange acts,- The child was described as overinhibited, conscience
ridden over misbehavior, real or unreal. This child, because of the
guilt feeliﬁg--conscioys or unconscioué, will commit‘aéts which will
result in his being ﬁunished, since he sees punishment(as a means$ of
dispelling guilt. Theée Eypes of maladjustment are often considered
to be the rééultlof inconsistenf puﬁishment. |

The development of self is dependent uﬁon some kind of coherent
experience thfough which the adolescent.is able tﬁ‘come.té terms with
the world and his place in it. Marin and Cohén <1971:2) poigted out
the difficulty of this‘procesé when they said, "The_young_are simulta-
neously constricted and adrift; they 1ack real téache;s and-réaliféthers
« « « o" In spite of the knowledge that has been gained in the area of .
_human personaiity indicating the need fo¥ growth and'éxperiénée to |

attain ildentity and maturity; pressure to achieve continues to grow.

s ™ T T il il




56
Bandura and Walter (i§59:247) emphasized that ”Successful'sociéliza-
tion therefére requires the gradual substitution of‘interhai controls
and directibns for external sanctions and demands." 'in the midst of
the social pfessure to conform to the social norms, the individual
précéss:i; forgotten. The concept of the assembly line, so Viab;é.iﬁ
the industrial world, threatens to become the law of social &evelopmént.
The.pressure p}acgd.upon the adolescent Waé described in:;his

way: |

. . . the general tfend of the society has beéﬁ and Will.édntinue'

. « o to put greater demands on its average individual citizen.

He must operate in more complex situations than before. He

attempts to do many things his predecessors never attempted,

that were indeed beyond their capacities. To succeed in what

he attempts, he has to exercise progressively higher levels of

competence and responsibility (Silverstein, 1373:36).
In contrast £o this description of societal expectations of today's
adolescént is thé definition Briggs gave éo an essential élément for
"~ adequate héalthy functioning in our complex society. '"Self-confidence
means inner sureness. It says that at the core you trust your Eapaci-
ties and fou act accordingly (1976:22);” This dbes not come from
wealth, education, social class, or always having mﬁther at home. It
comes from the quality of the relationship that exists between the:child
and those.fhat play a significant role in his 1ifel(Briggs, 1970:5).

In order for the adolescent to develop Ehg self-confidence and

self-concept essential for aﬁéquate fuhctioning,in our complex society

he must have parental éupporf. Medvene (1973:94-96) found that parental
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rejection and eicessive punishment were predispésing factors téwéfd a
negative self-image for the adolescent. Adolescenté‘from this ;ypé_

of home often do not have the confidence to accept the_résponsibility
essentiil for emotional growth. The possibilitf of failure is too -
gréat and sugh'a loss would be too emotionally damaging. Safety is

. seen as being very protective of the preseﬁt situatioh.l Duvall (1966:.
67) said the adolescent can also become discouraged by previous:.
.failures and'éfqp trying. The adolescent loses valuable experience,

emotional growth, and opportunity for discovery .of seif-identity;

Significant Others

Included in the adolescents' search for hiﬁself is.the heed.
for adequate or,siénificant otﬁers for the adolescent to .emulate. -
Jourard gave this definition of a éignificant other, ". . . when his
beliefs and feelings-égout.us make,én importént differeﬁée.to us and
when he has a status which implies his opinions and juégments ﬁust be
considered as aufhoritative.(196351964~5).”. If Fhe.parents éo nqt
fulfill the role asAa médel to emulate, the adolééceﬁt will turn to
other sources for models, While éignificantuothe?s outside the home
are important to every adolescent, the faiiufe of the parents to pro:
vide the necessafy model leaves a void of experience and 1éarﬁing in
the adoleéceﬁfs' deﬁelopmen#;

Menninger (1966:14) émpﬁasized that how a. boy gets along with

other boys depends ﬁpdn the relationship he héd with his father., How
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a girl gets.aléng with other gifls-dgpends on'thé'relatidnship she had

with ﬂer mother, A study conducted by Won, Yamamura, aﬁd Ikeda (1969:
43-47) Yielded data indicating that parental influénce is a more
important source of variation in béhaviqr than peer groﬁf influence.

'The adolescent escape from paréntal indifference into a gang may be
an_aftempt td find approval and status. " He will identify Qith and
emulate gang ﬁembers who play an important role in the gang.

In soﬁe cases, the father does not provi&e an‘adequéte role
.médel for his son; Gottlieb, Rieves, and Ten Houten (1966:46) pointed
out that a fafher ﬁerforms his occupational roles outside the home.
Even his social in;eraétions with his peers usually takes‘place out=
side the home. The son does not have the opﬁortunity to observe his
father in these types of roles aﬁd, therefore, does not have a model
to emuléte.

Offer (1969:52) fqund that one-third of the parents suryeyed
in his study felt-neiéher parent Waé,close to the child. further
evidence indicated that by the end of the high school years, those
adolescents who had been closer to their mother, now began.to identify
with the father and felt they could talk more freely Withlthe f;gher.
Even when thelrelationship with the dominant parent‘was seén as
rejecting, Medvene (1973:94-96), found the adoiesceﬁt to be more emo-

tionally unstable.  Siegleman (1965:558-564) found that cbllege students

who were classified as introverts remembered their parents as rejecting.
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When the parents afe perceived és;colq,ana rejecting, thé adélgspeng
does_not'hgvé-an adequate model té emulate; he also lacks the confi-
dence to seek an identificaﬁion. While the gang may provide a certain
sense of-secﬁrity ana models ‘to eﬁuiate, too often thesé models do mot
proyide a modeaof behavio: conducive to'é héalthy adjﬁstment to

society.
SUMMARY

Changes in.our society Have ordered‘that present adoieséents
'live with different demands than previous'gene?&;ions. Duvall (1966:13)
said the difference ié not in undisciplined living but in their efforts
to meet the demands of the world which they héve inheritgd. Déufsch
(1967:86) said that most of our adolescents are idealistic but have a
tendency to turn to realism. The incessaﬁt push.toward pealiém may
be a cause of conflict within the ;dolescent. If the.édolescent is
struggling witﬁ inner conflict, ﬁhe pressure to acknowledge:the feal
world may create éeven greater.rigidity and anxieﬁyi

An.eﬁotionaily heélthy adolescent can changg beéauseyhe has
: enough self-cqnfideﬁcelko change., Bricklin aﬁd Briqklin‘(1970:4)
poihted ouﬁ that when an ado;escent ié secure within himseif and the
family, he is able to relate ;o others. The individual who has the
most trougle is the ome whq ﬁas irrationai néeds,‘ These;irratioﬁal

vneeds can be'ﬁhe régﬁlt of a failure to fulfill the need for parental
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love, and sdpport. The family is the most importaﬁt source of emo-
tions. Family members are seen aé the ones most important to imprésg,
They are also thé most.feéred. They can provide-mode1s, sécurity,
love, and understanding, all of which are essential to adolescent

growth and change.
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Chapter 3
PROCEDURES

The-ﬁuquse of this gtudy was to compare adolescent pergeptiéné
‘of their child4éarent réiationships Bétween,deliﬁquéqt an& non- |
_7delinquen; adolescents., Thé researcher also gave_;pportunity for
personél comments and reactions through persgnal:interviews Withlboth
stuaents surveyed andnwith administrators and teachers; An instrumeﬁt
was prgparedland pérsoﬁally administered to the_sampies randomly selec-
ted from thé three state institutions and thé_three public school
sygtems. This qﬁestionngire'asked the subjecfs to.évaldate how they
saw the family reiationships, such as their parents' relationship
With each other, Eheir parents' relationship~ﬁith their qhilﬁ;en, their
own relationship with their.parents, how they think others see.them,”
and how they see themselves._ |

In.this chafter, the instrument and the related literature
were examined in the following manner: |

1, ‘?he population was defined and the procedu?e for sampling
was presented, | o

2. IThe method of collecting data ﬁaé discussea.'

3. The method of data organization was outlined.

4, The precaugions taken for acéﬁracy were described,

5. The chapter summary was presented,

— TT——— ™ T o - TT . | N N




62

. POPULATION DESCRIPTION AND SAMPLING PROCEDURE

The pqpulations sampled in this investigation were taken frém-
two sources. The study group samples, delinquents; were taken from the
three state institutions: Mountain View Home, Helena, Montana; Montana
Childrens Center, Twin Bridges, Montana; Pine Hills.School, Miles City,
Montana. Since these institutions are supported by the state of Moﬁtana
for the purpose of p;ovidiné a place for adolescents who have been
unable to fuﬁé;ioﬁ in a socially écceptable manner, for the purpOseé of
this study, it was assumed their pfesence in one of the above named
institutions was cause to classify the adolescent as part of the
‘delinquent or study group.

The‘control group samples, ﬁoﬁ—delinquents, were taken from
three public school systems: junior and senior high. schools at Circle,
Montana; junior and senior high schools at Terry, Montana; junior and
senior high séhools at Cﬁster, Mbntana.' These school systems are
within thg gedgraphical boundarigs of the state of Montana.

The samples of subjects surveyed were randomly.selected from a‘
1is£ of names showiﬁg'the enrollment of the school or institution. The
selection process was completed through éooperative efforts of the
researcher ané the principal or the superintendent.

To insure thé reliability of the data, the researcher réquested
the principél of each public §chool_tp remove the name of any-adoiescént

from the list who was currently under probation or who had a hiétory of
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being in trouble with the local iaw.enforcement personnel,

The results of this study were reported in Chapter 4.
HYPOTHESES TESTED

This.study compared ado}gscep£ perceptions of the following
'areaé: |
1. There is no difference in the way délinquent ado;gséent;h
perceivé.their parents from non-delinquent adoiescents:. |
| a. 1in the quality of the husband-wife relationship;
b. in the trust the parenéé'have in their childrén;
c. 1in the discipline practices of the parents;
d. -in péréntal agreement with their children's intéres;s,
friends, and activities; |
e.‘ in the impartial tFeatmeﬁt of all the children in the
family.
2. There is no difference in the way delinquent adolescents
perceive their family from non-deiinquent adolescents:
o a. "in doing thiﬁgs together as a family;'
"b. in communication between parents and children;

c. in the affection shown between parents and children;

d. iﬁ the parental deciéion-making process.:

3. There is no difference between the percéptions-of delinquent

and non-delinquent adolescents in the quality of the home.

L
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4. There Is no difference in the perceptions of delinquent

and non-delinquent adolescent self-concepts.
" METHOD OF COLLECTING DATA

The researcher prepared a questionhaire to.provide information
ih each of the areas of -investigation listed in the introductioh.of
this chapter.‘ The content validity'of this questionnaire waS'checked
by several members of the faculty, the researcher s committee members,
and by a pilot study conducted in a publlc school using twenty-foar
.subjects.-

The questionnaire and a cover 1etter'were‘personaliyﬂeeiivered
and administered to the subjects selected in each participating school
or state institution;

‘ From the sample randomly"selected at each school or institution,
subjects were randomlylselected for interviews personally conducted by
the ihvestigatorn It had beén previously determlned in conference
with the researcher s committee, that at least 10 per cent of the
sample would be 1nterviewed by the researchet, These_interviews were
con&ucted in'such a hanner-as to provide opportunity for the subjects
to give more detailea comments concerning their percepticns of the
home and family relaticnships., Commehts from these.interviews will be

reported in Chapter'S.
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Informal interviews with téachers,and.administrators in tﬁé
public schools and ﬁhe sfate institutions were cqnducted by the
researcher, These interviews were designed'to éain insight into the
ﬁerdeptibns of those who work With adoleécents énd‘their pféblems.
Personél cbmménts by these people will be reférred'to'6r inéluded in.

Chapter 5.
METHOD OF ORGANIZING DATA

Tables present the follbﬁing information:

1. The total'pumber of subjects survéyed, déliﬁquént and
non-delinquént. |

- 2, Theltotal numbef of responses to each item on the ques;ioﬁ;
naire for each group, deliﬁqueﬁt and non-delinquent.

3. iﬁdependencelof responses between eéch'groﬁp to vafiéus
items on Fhe questibnnaire was teéted by the chi square measure with
.05 as the.criterioﬂ for significance.

¢ '4a ;ﬁtragroﬁp and intérgroup resﬁonses to various itemé are
tested by the chi square measure, with ,05 as the'criterion'fqr
significancé. |

Preceding eacﬁ table is é'description of the significanf

factors in the table and their implications. Recommendations for

changes offered by the adolescents have been listed in the appendik.
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Chapter 5 will discuss the findings of this study and offer ‘
recommendations for future‘studies.. The suggestions offered in the
discussion should provide alternative methods for parents to use in
relating to.their children, Ihis ;Hould be especially trué fpf those

fémilies experienéing difficulty with their children.
PRECAUTIONS TAKEN FOR ACCURACY

All figures compiled from the questiomnaire were double.
checked to guard against error., All computations were donme through

the computer to eliminate mathematical errors.

SUMMARY

This study was conducted within the geographical boundaries of
the state of Montana for two reasons: (1) the researcher is a native
of Montana and is iqterested in discovering what probleﬁs adolescents
in Montana have with their ﬁarents; and (2) since Montana is considered
a rural state, the.researcher is intere§ted in determining if the same

v

factors predispose towards delinquency as in a more metropolitan area.
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Chaptér 4

QUESTIONNAIRE RESULTS

Iq this. chapter, the resea¥cher,preseﬁted, described, and dis~
cussed the results.of the developed questionnéire thch.was adminisj
tered to sample populations from three pubiié_échooi systems-an@ three
state institutions.

The ‘public schools from which samplé poﬁﬁlations for the
control, non~delinquent, group were drawn were:

1, ‘The Junior. and Senior High School, Circle, Monfana

21 The'Junior and Senior'High Schoél, Terry,.Montana

3.. The Junior and Senior High School, Custer, Montana

The ﬁhree.étate iﬁstitutiohs from which sample populations for
thg study, délinquent, group were taken were:

.1. Thé Mt.IQiew Homé; Helena, Montana
A .
2. The Montana.Children's Centgr, Twin.Bridges, Montana

3. The Pine Hills School, Miles City, Montana

Method of Sampling

The sample-poéulations were randomly selected from the Eotal
population of the adolescents in the various.schoolé and institutions.
Approximately thi?ty naﬁes weré randomly selected froﬁ-eéch'of the
schools or:ihstitutions inciuded in Ehe study. Thé researcher requestea
that the names of ény adqlescénts-younger.than:twelve years or .older

than seventeen be removed from the roster prior to the seléction process.
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Another control used aurihg'the samplihg proeess to:obtain
valid data was to request that the pr1ncipa1 or the counselor in the
public schoole remove the name of any adolescent from the enrollment
list who was-currently'on probation with theAlaw or had been on proba-
tion in the past. 0
When: the names of the sample population had been estagblished,

‘the. subjects were -takeh into a classroom and instructed on the use of |

the questionnaire. After the instructions were completed, the subjects

o

were asked to answer the questions on the questionnaire. Whilée the

subjects were completing the questionnaire, the researcher randomly

selected 10 per cent of the group for personal interviews.
At all times, and in every case, the questionnaire was

administered by, and the interviews conducted by, the researcher himself.
it

Sample Population Description

The'sample.pophlation'drawn from the public schools and the
institutions named above is described below according to total numbers,
. age, grade in school, place of residencé, size of town, and the

categories. of employment reported for the father.

Number of subjects sampled. The total number of subjects
included in the sample population was .192. Of this, ninety-niﬁe were
males, compr151ng 51 per cent of the total population. There was a

w

. total of nlnety-three females, for 49 per cent of the p0pu1ation.
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.A summary of the qontroi, ﬁon#delinquent;.groub.shows tﬁere'
was a total of éne hundred subjects in this group. Of this; fifty-one
.were males, ﬁaking up 51 per cént of the group. The fortyfnine femalés"
comprised 49 per cent of the group;"

The total sample population surveyed for the.study, delinquent,
group was ninéty-two; The male-female breakdown for this group was
forty-eight males,'forf§2 per cent, and fofty-four females, for 48
per cent.

Table 1 gives a summary of the sex distribution of the total

population. -
Table 1
Total Sample Population Surveyed, Non=-
 Delinquent and Delinquent
Males .Per - - Fémales . Per Total Total
' cent cent per cent
Non-delinquenté 51 51 49 49 100 52
Delinquents 48 52 . 4k 48 92 48
" Total - 99 52 93 48 192 100 .

Rangé of age. 'The rénge'qf.aée fo;-the total samble popqlation
was from twelve through seventeen yearé._ The.mean'age for the téfal-_
. group was 15.04 years. For the control group, tﬁe mean age was 14.69;
The mean age for the stﬁdy.group'was.15.42.

As is noted from the mean. ages cited above, the delinquent

T T L1 o iy TT B et




70

population tended to be almost a year older than the non-delinquent
pop#lation. No reason can.bg given for this difference in age, excépt'
to suggest the possibility that more delinquent adolescents ﬁay have
repeated grades in school. .Thus, while surveying the same grade igvels,
"the p&pdlation of the study group tended to be a little older than the
control group. |

The mode age level for the total group was fourteen years.
When broken down into delinquent.and non~delinquent categories, the
mode age for the control group was thirteen years. The mode age for

the study group was fourteen years.

Table 2

Age Distribution Chart for Total Sample Population

12 13 14 15 16 17  Total %

Non-delinquent 9 23 18 12 16 22 100 14.69

Delinquent . 2 .18 31 19 12 7 89 15.42
Total 11 41 49 31 28 29 . 189 15.04

Grade-in school, The range of grade in school for the total .

population was from grade.seven through twelve. The mean grade in
scﬁool for thé total group was 9.34. Eor’the control group, the mean
grade was 9.21, while the study g?oup mean grade was 9;47. ‘The grade
most.often repp;ted'fon the total group was grade nine. The mode grade_

' for the comtrol group was grade seven. For the study group, the mode
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grade was g?gdg nine.

The différence of ;26 between éhe mean grade levei of the two
groups could éoésibly be attributed to ﬁhe fact that the control group
has 45 per cént of its responses under grades seven‘and éight; The
study group has 57 per cent of itslreéponses under grades nine and ten.’
If grade level efght is included for the study group, the three grades
would represeqt 77 per cent 6f thé total responses for this group. Tﬁe
number of responses in these‘three grades (eight,'niﬁe, and‘ten)‘
represenf oﬁly 47 per cent of the totél for the control group.

Table 3 shows the distribution of‘the respoﬁses ﬁor.the to;al

-

sample population to the various grade levels.

Table 3

Grade Level Distribution for Total Sample Population

7 8 9 10 11 12 Total %

Non-delinqﬁent 22 ° 21 9 15 14 14 "+ 95 9.21

Delinquent ° 2 18 . 32 19 - 2. 7 90 9.47
Total 26 39 41 34 26 21 185.  9.34

Place of residence.” The place of residence for the sampie
population provides added dimension for understanding the home situa-
tion.” Out of the control group, 53 per cent reported living in town,

while 91 per cent of the study group repotted living in town.
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Tab19'4'shows Fhe respoﬁsesvof the'sﬁbjeéts,to this‘quéstiop.

TaBle 4

Distribution of Total Population of Living
In Town or On A Farm

In Town On a Farm 1.Totai

Non-delinquent 48 :' 42 90

| Delinquent - 83 _ 8 T 91
Total . 131 50 181

Size of town. The size of the town the subjects live in showed

:

some interesting variations. Although only 58 of ‘the subjects from the -

. v .
control group responded to this item, 81 per cent of these responses

indicated they lived in towns with a population from 500 to 2,000 .
people. Of the study group, 42 per centfreported living in a town with
a population over 10,000 and 35 per cent said they lived in a town with

. a population of 2,000 to 10,000 people.

Table 5

Distrlbutlon of Responses for Total Populatlon
"for Size of Town leed In

‘Under 500 to - 2,000 to Over Total

| - 500 2,000 10,000 10,000
Non-delinquent Co11 41 0 0 58
Delinquent 5 15 , 30 . 36 86
Total .16 62 30 - .36 - 144

(im ) _— T1
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Father's employment. The type of work the father was Eanged

in provided some perspective to thé home situation of the sample popu-
lation, The confrol group indicatéd that 76 per cent of their fathers
were in business for,thémselves; 17 per cent said their fathers were,
laborers. Of the study group, 67 per cent indicated their fathers were
laborers, whilé .09 per'cent said their fathers were businessmen.

| Table 6 gives a more éetailed breakdown of the responses to -

this question,

. Table 6

Responseé of Total Sample_Population For the
Type of Work My Father Does :

Unem= Retired Laborer Skilled Business- Profes=- Total

ployed . man sional ™
Nom-delinquent . 0 L 6 5 72 1 .95
Delinquent 4 2 48 5 6 5 70
Total 4 3 e 10 78 8 165
| 9

A

Method of Data Presentation

The data gathered through the use of this questionnaire has been
discussed updef the:following four categories:
| 1, Adgiescent pe?ceptions of their parents
2, Adoleséent perceptions of their family’
3. AdoleSCen£ perceptions of their homg

4. Adolescent perceptions of themselves
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In the discussion of each of these categories, compé;isops
were made between the‘fe3ponsesgof the non-delinquent and the

delinquent adolescents.

Treatment of data.. fhe data compiled from the questipnnaire'
was subjected t; a chi-square: test of independence. This statistic
was chosen because the researcher wished to determine if the reéponses
of the subjects WereVindependent of the two categories, non-delinquent
and delinqﬁent. : |

It might be well to note at this point that the researcher is
aware that the valué 6f some‘of the‘chi squares computed is somewhét,
questionable, since there are some cellslwith zero responses. However,
it was decided not to collapse the célls in a statistical method,
because the fact that there are zero responses in a particular éategory
by a pa;ticular group is as important as if there were a ﬁumber of
responsés'iﬁ the cells. Collapsing the cells would reduce the di;erf
sity of typesAof'answers and thus reduce the dimension of attifudes
recorded, Theé researcher will note the occurrence of zero cells in
the discussion of the.data. L |

It might aléd be noted at this time that in resbonse to various
items on the questiomnaire, at times, the chi square for the two,gfoups,
non~-delinquent and delinquent,‘had a.significant value. When the data

was broken -down into the male and female sub=groups, the value of the

chi square was not significant. This can be attributed in part to the

1]
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fact that the value of chi square fs»related to the size of the-gample._
If an actual difference exists betwéeﬁ tﬁe respongeé of the two
classifications, non-delinquent and &elinquent, this difference will
tend to increase as the sample size increases. If no actpai difference
exists between thé‘responses of the two groups, the chi sqﬁare will
tend to.remaiﬁ unchanged as sample size increases.

Since this study was designed to deterﬁine-the percepgions of
adolescents, it is impossible to assign absolute values to the response
categories affered tO'Ehe subjects. The response categories of often,
most times, sometimes,.ﬁardly ever, and never are subject to individual
'interpretatidﬁ by each‘bf the adolescents surveyed in the sample popu-
lation. The response has only thé value the subjects have aésigned to
it, because'thaf is how he perceives his particﬁlgr éituation.

All chi sqﬁare values have been computed apd Ehervalues compared

to the .05 level of significance,
PRESENTATION OF DATA

Adolescent Perceptions of
Their Parents

The null hypothesis from which this researcher worked was
written up in the form of several sub-hypotheses, each of which was
tested through different questioné on the questionnaire. Each sub-

hypothesis in this section will be. dealt with separately.
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Hypothesis la. " This hypothesis stated, '"There is no difference

in the way deiinqueﬁt adolescents perceive their parents from non-
delinquent adolescents:

‘a) {ﬁ‘the quality of the husband-wife relafionéhip.”

In order to test this hypothesis, the subjects were asked to
evaluate the husband-wife reiationshif. The question placed before
the subjects was:

Extremely well--never fight
Pretty well~=rarely fight

Fairly well--fight occasionally
Not very well--fight often
Extremely poorly--always fighting

My parents get along
- with each othet:

The nﬁli hypothesis was not supported on this issue, as the chi'
square of 30,060 seems to indicate that the responses are associated
yith Ehe categories of non-delinquent and delinquent. The mode
respopée for fhe control group was ''pretty well," with fifty-five
responses totaling 57 per cent of the total respbnses for this group. .
If thé response ''extremely wel}” is included, the two categories include

- 80 per cent of the‘total responses for tﬁe controi group. The mode
response for -the study group was-"pretty.well,” receiving thirty-one
responses, for a totél of 39 per“cent. If the response ﬁexéremely ﬁeil”
is included, this encompasées only 49 per cent of the tofal responses
for the stud§ group. Ihe study group had 51 per cent of its responses
.in the last tﬂree categories of "fairly well," '"not very well," and |

"extrémely poorly,”" while the control group had only 20 per cent of its
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responses in these three categories.

When the data was broken down into the male-female sub-gfbups,
the chi square for the male éroups was not signifiéant. IThe chi square
of 25.031 for fhe female sub=-groups waé significanp. |

.Table 7 showé the number of responses to each of the response
categories for the total population an& for the male and female sub~-

groups.

Tabie 7

Chi Square Distribution for Delinquents and Non-delinquents
For Total Group, Girls, Boys, for Parents Getting Along
With Each Other

——— e e ——— ettt vttt
—— ————— .. —— ——— ——

Extremely Pretﬁy Fairly Not Very Extremely

well well | well well poorly %2
Non-delinquent 22 55 17 C 01 ' 01
Delinquent = - 08 31 16 17 . 07 30.060
M Non-delinquent 13 28 08 01 00 s
M Delinquent ' 07 17. 06 05 .02 " 7.669
F Non-delinquent ~ 09 27 09 o0 ol .
F Delinquent oL 14 07 12 05 25,031

Critical value 9.49

Eypofhesis 1 b, The second part of this hypothééiS'was concerned

with the trust relationship between the parent and the child. The
hypothesis tested was, '""There is no difference in the way delinquent
adolescents perceive their parents from non~delinquent adolescents:

b) _in the trust the parents have.in their children."

i




78
Subjects were asked to rate this trust according to the way
they'perceive‘it.‘ The stateﬁent and the alternative responses was:
Always '
C Most always
My parents trust me: Sometimes
' ' ‘ Hardly ever
Never -
The distribution of the respomses for the total sample popula;
"tion resulted in a chi square value of 56.775. This would seem to
indicate an association of response with the classification of non-
delinquent and delinquent,
As was noted in the treatment of data section, the value
attached to the response choices of "always," "most always," "some-

times," "hardly ever,"

and "never" are subject to intefﬁretatioﬁ. As
cited earlier, it is thé“pérception of'the respondent %hich gives eéch
answer'a value,.éincé'it is the;way he perceives his situation. Since
this was discussed in an earlier section of this chapter, no further
" reference will be mé&e to these values,,excep; as they‘apply to the
general discussion of the daté. ‘
The mode response for the control group was '"most always,"
with 62 per éent of the totalrresponses. _If the "always" category -
is included, it comprisés 84 per cent of the total responses for
the control group. .Thegmode for the study‘group was ''sometimes,' with
38 per cent of the respénses. If the next highest category of

"most always' is included, the two responses would encompass 59 per

!
3
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cent of 'the study group responses. The study group has 31 per cent of
its responses in the last two categories of "hardly ever' and "never,"
. while the éontrol gfqup has only 5 per cent of its responses in these
two categories._

When the data Wés broken down into the ﬁale-feméle sub-groups,
) the chi squares remained significant for -both maleg and females. The
mode reéponse patterns for the sub-groupings followed the same pattern
as did the data for tﬁé totél population. It is inferésting to note
-that 39 per cent of the delinquent females inaiqated their parents
hardly ever or never.trusted them, while only 23 per cent of the
delinqﬁent males.resﬁqnded in these two'gategories.

Table 8 shows the distribution of responses to this question.

Table 8

Chi Square ﬁistribution for Delinquents and Non-delinquents
For Total Group, Girls, Boys, for My Parents Trust Me

Always Most Some~ Hardly  Never

always  times ever _ x2
Non~delinquent 22 62 11 04 oL -
Delinquent ©.09. . 19 - 35 18 © 10 -56.775
M Non-delinquent - 07 35 06 02 0l
M Delinquent 05 12 - 19 08 - 03 22,823
F Non-delinquent . 15 27 05 02 - 00 .
F Delinquent . 04 07 16 10 - 07 36.063

Critical Value 9.49
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The element of trust between parent and adolescent was also
tested from the perspective of the adolescent. The subjects were askéd
: ¥ . 2 _— : R t
to respond to:
Always
Most. always
I trust my parents: . Sometimes
Hardly ever
Never
The responseé'to this question resulted in a chi square of
38.833. This value is significant, but the value of the chi square
may be influenced by the two cells with zero responses. However, the
control group had 95 per. cent of its responses under "always' and "most .

always,"

while the study group had oply 60 per cent of ité_responses in
these two categories. .While'bdtﬁ the control and the study groupAmode
response was "aiways,” the study.group had 36 per cent of its responses
in the categories dsometimes,” "hardly ever,'" and 'mever." Only 5 pér
cent of the responses from the'céntrol group‘fell in tﬁe category
"sometimes," and there were zero responses in 'hardly evef" and '"mever,''
Thé male-feﬁalé breékdown of the data yields a chi square_in 
both sub-groups, whicﬁ indicates an aésociation of responses with the
A
classifiéation of nonFHelinquentJand delinquent, The mode response for
the sub—gfbupg.is the séﬁe as fo?lthe total group "alwéys,” except for
the delinquent females, whose mode response is "sometimes.' It is
interesting to note tgat this éroup had 56 per cent of its responééé

in the last three categories of '"sometimes," "hardly ever," and 'never."
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The non-delinqdent females had 94:per ¢eﬁt of their responses in the
"always' and ''most always'' categories.

Table 9 shows the distribution of'reéponses to this quesﬁion.

" Table 9

Chi Square Distribution for Delinquents and Non-delinquents
For Total Group, Girls, Boys, for Trusting Parents

Always  Most Some- Hardly Never

always  times ever x2
Non-delinquent 68 - 27 S 05 - 00 00
Delinquent 31 - 24 19 .10 07 38.833
M Non-delinquent 33 16 02 00 00
M Delinquent . 21 15 06 03. 03 10,617
F Non-delinquent 35 11 03 00- 00
F Delinquent , 10 09 13 07 07 31.079

Critical Value 9.49

Hypothesis 1 d, This sub-hypothesis dealt with adolescent

perceptions of parental discipline practices, The hypothesis stated
was, '""There is mno éifferencelin the Wéy delinquent adolescenEs perceive
their parents from,non-delinquent adélescents:

c¢) in the diécipline practices of the parents.”

This sub-hypothesis was tested by asking the adolescents to
'respdnd to: '
- Too .strict
My parents' discipline is: Quite strict
' Strict but fair
Soft-lax .
No discipline

Y —r—— i il ot T L ) T
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The chi square computation for this item'yieldéd'a value of
41.928; which is sigﬁificant. Again, it is neceséary to point out thatz
there is a cell with zéro responses, Which may have increaséd the value
of the chi'square. Whiie both the control and the study group havg a
mode response of "strict but fair," the control grouf has 75 per cent
of its responses-in this category. The study group has oﬁly 41 per cent
of its responses in.this cateéory. The study group Had‘13 per cent of
its responses under 'no'discipline,' and 16 per cent under "too strict,"
while the control group had only .0l per cent under these cétegories.
The chi squares for the male;female sub-groups had a value wﬁich
rindicated that a difference in perceptions between the classification
oflnon-delinquent and delinquent could exist. - The mode response of
these groups remained in the response category of "strict but fair."
Table 10 indicates the distribution of the responses to the

question.

Table 10

Chi Square Distribution for.Delinquents and Non-delinquents
For Total Group, Girls, Boys, for Parents Discipline

Too Quite  Strict Soft . No

strict strict but fair -lax discipliné X
Non~-delinquent . 0L, 04 - 75 20 - 00
Delinquent .15 13 38 14 12 41,928
M Non-delinquent 01 00 42 09 OO‘ i
M Delinquent 05 ¢ 06 23 06 08 22.696
F Non-delinquent 00 . 04 33 11 . 00 :
F Delinquent 10 07 15 08 04 21.909

Critical Value 9.49 ~ . ] '
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" In order to géin understanding about the discipline practices
in tnege homes,'subjects were asked;
| Talking td me about my behavior

Withdrawing privileges, like shows,

If T am bad, my parents TV, etc.

punish me most often by: Scolding me

C Spanking me

Beating me up

The' results of the chi square test applidd to‘this data yielded
a value of 28.721. However, the value of the dhi sqnare may have been
increased by the presence of a-zero cell, 'The mode response for the
control group was 'talking to me," with‘45 per cent of the responses.
The mode response for the study group was "witndfawing privileges,"
with 35 per cenf of thé responsesu Fifteen per cent of the de1inqnent
group indicated that they were punished by "beating md up;" It night

.be well to insert here again that these terms are subject to the inter-
pnetatidn the ;dolegcents assigned to them when thef responded to the
question., It might glso.be well Fo note that thé.perceptions of the
adolescent could be:very-accurate'on this matter,

The data for fhé male and female sub=groups yinlded chi équares
with Signiﬁicant-valué%.. The-mode for the nonrde;inquent males was
"scolding me,'" while fdnlthe delinquent males fhe mode Wgé "talking to
me.'" The mode_regponée for the non-délinquent:females was "talking to

me," The delinquent females reported "withdrawing privileges" as . .the’

punishment most often used.

T
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Table 11 gives a summary of the data collected from this

question,.

{ R w

Table 11

Chi Square-Distribution for Delinquents and Non-delinquents
For Total Group, Girls, Boys for Type of Punishment

Talking Withdrawing Scolding Spanking Beating

privileges me up %2
Non-delinquent 45 20 33 01 - 00 _
Delinguent 30 . 31, 12 03 13 28,721
M Non-delinquent - 21 08 22 00 00 .
M Delinquent . 20 ' 12 05 03 . 07 21,400
F Non-delinquent 24 12 11 01 00
F Delinquent . 10 19 . 07 - 00 06 14.900

Critical Value 9.49

" Hypothesis 1 d. ' This sub-hypothesis dealt with the'perceived
amount of agreément betwéen parépts and adolescents: It ﬁas stated as,
"There is no difference in the way delinquent adolescents’pérceive their
parents from non-delinquent adolescents:

d) in pérent;i agreement with.their childrens"inte;ests,
f;iends; a;dlactivities.”
This-éub-hyﬁo;hesis was tested through severél questions, .The

first question ‘is:

. Always
My parents feel my interests - Most always
are important: . : Sometimes

Hardly ever
Never
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The ?omputed chi square value of 25.219 indicates an associa-
tion of response with the classification of non-delinquent énd delin-
quent. Again, it must be noted that a zero cell may have influenced
the value of.cﬁi équare.
The mode response for the control group was-''most always,"
having 56 per cent of the responses. The study group had a dﬁal mode-

of '"most always" and "sometimes,"

each of which had recgived 31 per cent:
of the responses. If the categofy of "sémetimes" is included for the
control group, the two categories woﬁld encompass 77 per cent of the
responses. The study group hgd 22 per cent of its total responsesﬂto
the question under the last two éategories of ”hérdly.ever” and
Gnever.” The controi éroup had onlylz per cent of its Eesppnses in
these categories.

The.chi square values computed for the male-female sub-groups
were significant. !The mode for the female groups wasl"méét always.' -
The non-delinquent males responded most often to ”most“alwéys," while
the delinquent malesfﬁndic;ted the response‘”sometimesﬁ was most
appropriate, '

Téble 12, pagé 86, summarizes the responseé té tﬁié:question.

The segond question asked was to test the agreeméﬁt betﬁeen'
parent’ and adolescent:

Yes

My parents agree with my hair styles:
' : No

— ) {1t g ha ) Lo it o o P i i
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Table 12
Chi Square Distribution for Delinqﬁents and Non=-delinquents

For Total Group, Girls, Boys For Parents Feel My
Interests Are Important

Always Most Some~ Hardly Never

. 2
always - times ever X

Non-delinquent 21 56 21 02 - 00

Delinquent 15 27 27 14 05 25,219
M Non-delinquentr . 06 30 14 01 00 - '
M Delinquent 11 13 17 05 02 13,069
F Non-delinquent 15 . 26 07 o1 00

F Delinquent 04 - 14 10 .09 03 19.183

Critical ‘Value 9.49

: Thelresponses to this question did not yield a chi sdﬁare value
that was significant for thé total.population or the sub~-groups. The.
null hypothesis of ?o_difference would seem to be sufpo?ted.iﬁ this
case. The control grogp had 77 per cent of their responses under "yes,"
while £he study group Péd 64 per.cent of its responses under that cate-
gory.

It might be'oﬁwinterest to note that Fhe femalé éub-groups did
not differ mﬁéh in their responses to this question. The male sub-
group distribution iﬁdicated hair spyleé tend to be more of an area of
disaéreement than for'girlé. The delinquent'males had 47 per cent of
their resppnsés under '"no," while the delinquent females.had 22 per

1

cent of their responses under'no." The non-delinquent males had 32 per

cent of their responses under "no," while the non-delinquent females
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had only 14 per cent of their responses under '"no.'

Table 13 shows the response distributibn for this question,

Table 13

Chi Square Distribution for Delinquent and Non-delinquent
For Total Group, Girls, Boys for Parents Agree
With Hair Styles

: 2
. Yes No X

Non-delinquent - ' 34 - . 16 :
Delinquent , 58 _ 32 : 2,898
M Non-delinquent _ 3 16 ,
M Delinquent 26 23 1.729
F Non-delinquent . © 42 : 07 S
F Delinquent 32 09 ' 449

Critical Value 3.84

Another area tested to gain awareness of the agreement between

‘pérent and adolescent yas music. The question was asked:

Yes

My parents agree with the music I listen to: N
T . : o

I .

* When the datg for'this-questibﬁ was s;bmitted to.thé chi squafe .
test, it yielded a f;lpe of 7.892, whicﬁ ;eems to indicate an associa—.
tionwof”éespdnse Wifﬁ tﬁe‘classification of non-delinQuent.and,delinquent.
While the stﬁdy'group responses were evenly divided between “yes” and

f"no,” the coﬁtrol gébﬁp had 71 per cent of its rés#&nses under ”&es.”
,Whgn the data was brokeﬁ.down into the male-femélé‘éub-grqups,

the chi square values remained significant for the females, but not for
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tﬁe males. Pé}F of the differen?e'may be atFriButed to the fact that
the non-deiinéuent males had 66 ;ér cent of their responses undef hyes,”
while 77.pef cent of the non-delinquent femalés responded 'yes." The |
delinquent male and fémale groups were alﬁost evenly divided in their

responses of ''yes" and 'mo.'!

Table 14 summarizes the data obtained through tﬁis question;

Table 14

Chi Square Distribution For Delinquents and Non~delinquents
For Total Group, Girls, Boys For Parents Agree
With Music Listened To

Yes No le
Non-delinquent 70 28 )
Delinquent 42 42 ~ 7.892
M Non-delinquent ' : . 33 17
M Delinquent ’ ta 22 . 21 .. 1,536
F Non-delinquent . 37" ‘ 11 S
F Delinquent - . 20 - 21 6.512

Critical Value 3.84

w

.wahelsubjects Wére also asked to respénd to“a question concerning
agréemgnt'in clothingrworn: The quéstion asked: |
My parents agree with the clothes I wear: 'E:S
Computation of the data resulted in é chi square value of
11.781. This‘indicates an'association of responses witﬁithe classifi-

.cation of non~delinquent and delinquent. Ninety per cent of the control
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group responded "yves,'" while only 70 per ceﬁﬁ of the étpdy gfoﬁp
: resﬁonded ”yeé.”
The cﬁi square values for the male-female sub-groups maintajned
a level of éignificance when the ‘data was broken dowﬁ. Again, the chi
square vélue for the male sub~-groups was higher, 6.739, than it Wés for
the female sﬁb-groups 4 556 This seems to indicate that delinquent
males tend to see th1s as more of an area of disagreement w1th their

parents,

Table 15 shows the response distribution to this question.,

Table 15

Chi Square D1Stf1but10n For Delinquents and Non-delinquents
_For Total Group, Girls, Boys For Parents Agree

* With Clothes Worn
Yes -No ' x2

Non~delinquent i _ 48 02

Delinquent ‘ : 61 26 11.781
M Non-delinduenf ' o 48 02 :

M Dg}iﬂquent : 34 ' 11 o 6.739
F Non-delinquent 42 07

F .Delinquent 27 . 15 . 4.556

.Critical Value 3.84

_Another way this sub-hypothesis was tested was in the area of

movies attended. .Subjecté were asked to respond to:

Yes
My parents agree with the movies I attend:

No
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fhis data indicates a chi square value of 7.595, This would
seem to give basis for the conclusion that tﬁere is an associgtioﬁ of
responée with the classification of non-delinquent and delinquent. The
control group responded under the '"yes'" column 80 per cent of the time,
while the study group responses under ''yes' totaled oﬁly 61 per cent.

The chi square value of 4.763 for the female sub-groups rémained
éignificant, but fhe value fér thé male sub-groups of 2.4i1 was mnot
significant. The level of significance for the female sub=-groups may .
be attributed in part to the fact that 85 pef cent of the non-delinquent
females respoﬁded ”yeé," while only 63 per cent of the delinquent

females responded '‘yes,"

Table 16 indidétes the distribution of responses to this item.

Table 16

Chi Square Distribution For Deiinquents and Non-delinquents
For Total Groups, Girls, Boys for Parents Agree
With Movies Attended

Yes . No x>
Non=delinquent. 78 - 19
Delinquent , 51 . 33 7.595
'M Non-delinquent’ . 38 12 :
M Delinquent : 24 17 ' 2.411
F Non~delinquent - 40 07
F Delinquent 27 16 4,763

‘Critical Value 3.84

The last question used in the testing of this sub=hypothesis was:

mTraee Imn Ll N i
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Always
’ : Most always
My parents approve of my - Sometimes
' " friends: . - Hardly ever
Never.

The computed chi squgre.vélue of 69.464 would seem to be quite
-signifiéant, bﬁt again the value may have been increased by a zero
cell. The mode response for the contro} group was '"most times,"
Ireceiving 66‘per cent of the'totgl responses. The mode response for the
study group was "someﬁimes," haviﬁg 36" per cent of the responses. Thé
first two céfegbéiés of "alwéys” and "most alwayé" contained 89 per cené
of the responses for‘the,cont?ol group. The study group had only 31
per cgnt df.its_respoﬁées under these two categories.
When.thé da%a;was broken down into the male-female sub=groups,
the chi sQﬁare yalués'reﬁained significant. The mode response for the

sub-groups remained the same as it was for the total group.:

w " Table 17 summarizes the data for this question.

Table 17

Chi Square Distribution for Delinquents and Non-Delinquents
“ For Total Group, Girls, Boys For Parents Approve of Friends

Always Most . Some=- . Hardly Never 2
: times times ever X
. Non-delinquent 23 . 65 10 ol 00 _
Delinquent = 07 o 21 C 32 23 07 69.464
.M Non-delinquent = 08 35 07 oo . 00 .
M Delinquent 04 13 16 11 02 25,080
F Non-delinquent 15 30 03 . : 00 - 00 :
F Delinguent 03 08 o -16- - 12 05 46,545

Critical Value 9.49
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]

Hypothesis 1 e,. This sub-hypotheéis was concefned with the
perceived eqﬁal freatment of each chila in the fémily. It was stated
aé, "There is no differénce in the way delinquent édolescents perceive
their farents‘from non-delinquent. adolescents: |

e) in-the impartial treaément of all the children in the

family,"

This sub-hypothesis was tested by asking the question:

i

My parents treat me as fairly as they Yes

treat my brothers and/or sisters:. _ No

The distribution of responses to this question éesuited in a
chi.square value'of 13.259, which éeems to indicate an association of
response Witﬁ the ciaésification of pon-delinquent and‘delinquent. The
control group had 82 per cent of its responses under the "yes" column.
The study group had‘57 per cent of itg responses under tﬁe "yeg!
coiﬁnn. | |

When the daté is separated into the male-female suﬂ-groups, the
chi square values cﬁange. For the males, the chi square value of 2,194
seems tolinAicate thétlthere is insufficient evidence to reject the
nﬁll*hypothééis. The data from the female sub-gfoups resuléed in a cht

.sqﬁareﬂvalﬁe of 21.693, which is é‘higher value than for the total group.
This would ;eem-to indicate that ;he‘impaftiai treétmenﬁ of. children
is perceived as.ﬁofe of a problem for thevfemales than for ?he‘maleé.
In the caseaof the feﬁales, it would seem thére is grounds to.assume

an association:of response with the classification of non-delinquent
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and delinquent, and that the null hypothesis is incorrect.

Table 18 indicates the response pattern for this question.

Table 18

Chi Square DistriBution.for Delinquents and Non-delinquents
For Total Group, Boys, Girls For Parents Treat All
Children Equal

2
Yes No . x

Non-delinquent _ 81 ‘ 18 .
Delinquent ‘ . 52 40 - ) 13,259
M Non-delinquent : 40 10 - :
M Delinquent ) 31 17 2,194
F Non-delinquent . 41 08 ' - :
F Delinquent 21 23 21.693

Critical Value 3.84

In order to provide more information concerning thelimpartial
treatment of children by the parents, the question was asked:

In order of birth, T am child number:. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8

The éhi.square value of 18,982 computed from this data seemed

to show a level of significance.. This would seem to indicate an asso-

‘ciation of résfonse with the classification of non-delinquent and
delinquent.. ' The control group had,7b per cent of its responses qnder
response categories 1, 2, and 3, .The study group had only 48 per cent
of its responées'under these three response categories. The‘study

grodp had 52 per cent of its responses under the categories of 4, 5,

0 i ik I S §
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and 6, while the control group'had 30 per cent of its reéponées in
these three categories. The mode response for the control group was
child number-l. The study group had a dual mode of child numbers 2 and‘
4, |

When the data was broken down into the male-female sub-groups,
the chi square vélues fgiled to reach a 1eve1'of significance'for
either of the'groups. The mode response for the non-delinduent males
was child number 2, ;;r the delinquent males, the mode response
was child nuznbea? ?.. The mode response for the non-delinquent
females was child number L, while the mdde_réspénse fdp the délinquent

females was chiid number - 2.

#°  Table 19 shows the response pattern to this question.

Table 19

Chi Square Distribution for Delinquents and Non=-delinquents
For Total Group, Girls, Boys for Order of Birth

1 2 3 4 5 6 %%
Non~-delinquent 25 21 20 19 07 02.
Delinquent - 16 20 10 20 13 17 18.982
M Non-delinquent 10 14 . 10 - 11 02 01 :
M Delinquent 09 09 06 11 06 07 8.639
- F Non=-delinquent 15 . 07 10 08 06 01
F Delinquent 07 11 04 09 07 06 9.988

Critical Value 11.07
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Adolescent.Perceptions of
Their Family

The second hypothesis tested was concerned with adélescent
perceptions’of the family.

In order to provide more background information' for.under-
standing the f;mily sitgation of ‘the adolegcents, a table iﬁ&icating
the number of yearé'tq? adolescents had lived in the home has beén
included., The range qf years lived in tﬁe home is from f£ive through
seventeen, The mean number of years for the control group was 14.61,
with the mode résponéé_of 17 years. The mean for the study group was
14.24 Xearé, with a dual mode response of 14 and 15 yeérsy The mean
fogféhe total group was 1l4.44 years. |

This data was not subjected to the chi square ﬁeét of‘iﬁdepend-
ence. Instead, the data has been depicted on a line graph which'sﬂows
the number of responses to the years lived in the home. The data from
the two groups shows a marked similarity in responses. Sbme of the
variations thafloccur-in the number of responses may be a result of the
age distribution of the sample poﬁulations”(see Table 2, page 70);

. Tabie'ZO,_page 96, presents the information described abévé.

Anéther aspect of the‘famify'relationship researched through
"this questiénnaire was .the parents with‘which the adolescent lived.

The results éf-this research indicated that 87 pef cent of the
control group reported living with both natural parents. The stud§

group had only 25 per cent of theilr responses indicating they lived
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Number of Years Lived In the Home, Non-delinquent
and Delinquent for Total Group

Number
of responses

24
22
20
18
16
14
¥2

10

96

Table 20

------ Non-delinquent

Delinquent

10 1 12 13 14 15
Years lived in home

Mean years for:
Non-delinquents
Delinquents
Total group

16 17

14.61
14,24
14,44
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with both natural parents. The study group also had 27 ?er cent.of‘its
responses under "mother only'" and another 25 per cent under 'mother and
stepfather.” The control group reported only .06 per cent living with
the mother only and had zero responses under "mother and stepfather.”

Again, this data was not subjected to the chi square test, but
the line graph shows some apparent differences in responses.”

Téble 21, page 98, shows the distribution of responses.

With the above information forming a background for under-
-stgnding,the data collected on adolescent perceptions of the family

will be more meaningful,

Hypothesis 2 a. This hypothesis stated, "There 1s no difference

in the way delinquent adolescents perceive their family from non-
‘delinquent adolescents:

a) in doing things together as a family."

This sub=hypothesis was tested by asking the question:

Very often

We do things together gi;::imes
a8 a family: Hardly ever
Never

The vaiue of the chi square computed from thié data was 18.873.
This would seem to indicgte an assoclation of response with the classi-
fication of non-delinquent or delinquent. The moﬁe résponse for both
groups was ”sémetimes.” However, the control group had 80 ﬁer cent

of its responses under. ""sometimes' and "often," while the study group
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Table 21

Responses of Delinquent and Non-delinquent, Total Group,

For Parents In the Home In Which They Live
Number

of responses

Both Father Mother Foster Rela~ Father Mother Adopted
natural only only parents tives &step- &step-
parents mother father
90 + .
\
\
80 T \\
\
\
701 \
\
\
60T !
\
\
\
50 1 \
\
40 1+

\
30

20T

L Ot

Non-delinquent

Delinquent
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had 60 per cent of its>éesponses under '"'sometimes'" and "hardly ever."

The breakdown éf the data into the male-female sub=groups
showed a vériation in the value of chi.square. The response distribu-
tién of the male sub-groups did not yield a chi. square of‘gignificant
vaiue. However, thé éhi square value for the female sub-gfoups )
indicated that the ﬁull hypothesis of no difference could be questioned.
The mode response for the non=-delinquent female was "sbmetimes," while
thé mode responée for the delinquent femaies was "hardiy evéf." For
the female control group, Fhe mode response represented 43 per cent of
the total responses; The mode response for the dglinqugnt females

.represented 36 per cent of the total responses.

Table 22 indicates the respomse breakdown for this question,

Table 22

Chi Sqﬁare Distribution for Delinquents and Non~delinquents
For Total Group, Girls, Boys For Doing Things"
: Together As A Family

Very Often Some- Hardly Never 2
often times ever &
Non~delinquent 07 39 - 40 12. 01
Delinquent 13 18 - 30 25 .06 18.873
M Non-delinquent 04 . 19 . 19 09 00 -
M Delinquent 08 - 10. 20 09 01 5.065
F Non~delinquent 03 20 ‘21 03 01

F Delinquent 05 08 10 | 16 05 20,973

Critical Value 9.49
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This sub-hypothesis was also tested by asking:

" S Every Sunday .
) : : 2-3 Sundays per month
My family attends church: 1 Sunday per month
o On special occasions . )
(Christmas, Easter, etc.)
Never :
This_data, when subjected to the chi sqﬁare'test, Yielqed a
chi squére of 24,095, This value seems to indicatg_thaglthe null
hypothegis of no differencé between delinquent and'non-delinquent
" could not be.accepted. The mode'responses for the control grouﬁ were
under "every Sunday" and "'2-3 Sundays pef month,'" These two éafegories
received 59 per cent of the control group fesponses. The mode for the
study éroup was "special opcasidné only.," If the respohses under
"never" are included for the stud& group, the two categories wouid
comprise 76 per cent of th? study group'responses. |
The datavfor the male-female sub-groups yielded a chi square
value which was significant for both groups. Thg mode * for the non=-
delinquent males'waé'”every Sunday." For the delinquenf males, the
mode response was “nevef.” The modg for the non-delinquent females
was '"2-3 Sundays per monEh;” while the mode for Ehe.deiinquent females
was "special occasions only."

© Table 23, on page 101, glves; a summary of the response distribu=-

tion for this question.

Ty — ™ T




N 101
- '~ Table 23
Chi Square Distribution For Delinquents ard Non-&elinquents
For Total Group, Girls, Boys For Church Attendance

Every-- 2=3 ‘1 Sunday Special Never-

Sunday Sundays per month occasions : x2
' per month only '

Non-delinquent 29 29 06 22 . 13 '
Delinquent - 12 11 04 33 30 - 24,095
M Non-delinquent - 16 15 02 11 - 06 ,
M Delinquent 08 05 04 14 15 12,405
F Non~-delinquent 13 14 04 11 07 )
F Delinquent 04 - 06 00 19 15 16.786

Critical Value 9.49

The subjects were also asked to respond to this question to
test family cohesiveness:

Yes
No

My mother works at a job outside the home:

The chi square value of 6.565 for thé total gfou? indicates
there is an association of response With.the classification of non=
delinquent-aﬁd.delinquent.- Seventy per cent of'Fhe control group
indicated their mother did not Wofk outsi&é the Epme. Eift&-one per
cent of the stud} group said their mothers did not work outside the
hqme. . . f : 't |

Tt is'ihterest;ng to note that while the Ehi square ﬁalue for
'Ehe total grpuf was significant, the chi équare values for the male-

‘female breakdown were mot significant. This would seem to be a case
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as described in the introduction, where the value of chi square
increases as the size of the population increases,‘because there is
some gifference in responses (refer to section on Treatmént of Data,
ages 74 and 75). .
pagse )(,,.

Table 24 shows the response pattern to this question.

Table 24

Chi Square Distribution For Delinquents and Non-delinquents
For Total Group, Girls, Boys for Mother Working or Not Working

Mother working Mother not working x>
. Non~-delinquent .29 . . 69 :
Delinquent 44 _ 46 6.565
M Non-delinquent 15 35 .
M Delinquent o 24 23 3.637
F Non-delinquent 14 ' 34
F Delinquent . 20 : 23 : 2,221

Critical Value 3.84

Hypothesis 2 b. The next sub=hypothesis was, "There is no-

difference in the way delinquent adolescents perceive their family

from non=~delinquent adolescents: )
. ; .
b) in communication between parents and children."

This hypothesis was tested by asking the question:

Always

My parents and I are able to talk, Most times

about my personal problems: Sometimes -
: , Hardly ever

Never

Lt 1 A el 1 St
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The variation.of-responses to this question resulted in a chi
square value of 17.848. This would tend to indicate that the null
hybothesis of no difference between non-delinquent and delinquent should
not be accepted.' The mode response.for both groups was '"'sometimes."
However, if the second highest number of responses are included, the
control group woﬁld have 70 per cent of its resﬁoﬁses under "sometimes"
and "most times." The study group would have 54 per cent of its
responses under "sometimes" and "hardly ever." The study group\had 18
per cent of its responses under "mever," wﬁile the control group had
only~.03 per cent of its responses under this category.

Again; the chi square values for the male-female breakdown were
not significant. However, there was enough difference between the
responses of the control and the study group that wﬁen the population
was increased the chi square increased also;

Table 25 summarizes the data received from this question.

Table 25

‘Chi Square Distribution for Delinquents and Non-delinquents
. For Total Group, Girls, Boys For Talking With
Parents About Personal Problems

Always  Most Some~  Hardly Never

times times ever 2
. Non~delinquent 10 33 36 17 03
Delinquent ' 11 14 27 21 16. 17.848
M Non-delinquent 06 18 18 08 o1
M Delinquent : 08 06 16 11 05 9,310
F Non-delinquent 04 15 18 09 02
F Delinquent’ 03 08 11 10 11 8.755

Critical Value 9,49

{4l ey Pty
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The sub~hypothesis on communications between parents and
adolescents was also tested by asking the question:

. Always
: i ) Most times
I understand my parents: Sometimes
Hardly ever
Never
B The computed chi square value of 32,055 would seem to indicate
an association of response with the classification of non-délinquent
and delinquent. However, the value of the chi square may have been
influenced by a zero cell., The mode response for the control group

was '"most times,"

receiving 72 per cent of the responses. The mode
response for the study group was ''sometimes,' which reéeived 37 per

cent of the responses. The study group had 15 per cent of its responses
under the two categories of "hardly ever" and "mever," while the control
group had oﬁly 4 per cent of its responses under these categories.

The chi sqﬁare values for the data when broken into the male-
female groups remained significant. The mode for the male nbn-delinquent
and delinquent groups was under the category "mogt‘times.” The mode
for the noﬁ-delinquenf females was ''most timeé,f while the mode response
for the delinquent females waé "sometimes,"

Table 26,:page 105, shows the resfonse pattern to this question,

The subjects were also asked to give their perceptions of

parental understanding of them. Thet question was asked:

7T L0 I iy St I T
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Table 26

Chi Square Distribution For Delinquents and Non-delinquents
For Total Group, Girls, Boys For I Understand My Parents

Always Most  Somé~ Hardly Never 2
times times .ever x
Non-delinquent’ = . 08 72 16 04 . 00 ;
Delinquent 14 30 34 09 05 32,055
M Non-delinquent . 04 39 06 02 00 .
M Delinquent. 07 21 . 16 03 . 02 12,928
'F Non-delinquent 04 33 10 ‘; 02 00 ,
F Delinquent 07 09 - 18 06 - 03 21,518
Critical Value 9.49
Always
_ : Most times
My parents understand me: Sometimes
' Hardly ever -
Never

The response pattern to thie question yielded a chi;sqnere
value of 30.626. This would seem to indicate that the résponse was
associated with the classification'of non-delinquent and-delinenent.
The mode response for the total group followed the pattern set by the
previnus qnestion. The.category of "most times" received 56 per cent
of the responses for the control group, while the response ”sometlmes
recelved 38 per cent of the study group responses. The study group
had 20 per cent of its responses under "hardly ever' and "never." The
‘control group had. only 5 per cent of its responses under these two

categories.
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The cﬁi séuéré‘vqlué for thé gale ééb-éréupé dié’nét r;%éﬁ @.
leyel of s;gnificaﬁce. The mode f@gponse of.”somgtimésﬁ:wéé grpé of
’non-delinqueﬁt.and delinquent males.  However, the chi squafe value
for the female group réached a level of éignificance'indicatiﬁg an
association 6f ;espbnse with the classification of non~delinquent and
delinquent. - The mode response for .the ﬁon-delinquent females was "most

times,"

while the mode response for the delinquent females was "some~-
times."

Table 27 summarizes the data from this question.

Table 27

Chi Square Distribution For Delinquent and Non~Delinquent
For Total Group, Girls, Boys For Parents Understand Me

Always Most Some- Hardly Never 9
- times times ever = X
Non~delinquent 07 49 - 37 04 01
‘Delinquent 10 19 35 14 14 30.626
M Non-delinquent 05 21 22 03 00
M Delinquent 07 .13 17 07 -, 04 8.021
F Non-delinquent ,62 29 15 01 01

F Delinquent . 03 06 18 07 10 27.328

Critical Value 9.49

ﬁypothésis 2 c. This hypothesis stated, "There is no difference

in the way delinquent adolescents perceive their family from non-

delinquent adolescents:

" ¢). in the affection shown between parents and children.'

TTo
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~In order to test this'hypqthesié; subjects were asked to respond
' to this question:
c \

Very often
. . ‘ Often
My parents show affection towards me: Sometimes
: : ~ Hardly ever
| ' Never
The response pattern to this questién resulted in a chi square
value of 16.722, This seems to demonstrate an association bf.resppnse
with the classification of non~delinquent and delinquent. The mode
:response of "often'" contained 53 per cent of the control group responses,

The mode response of "sometimes' received 40 per cent of the study group

responses; ' The control group had 93 per cent of:its responses under

"o

! and "sometimes." The

the three categoriés of "very often, often,’

study group had 84 per cent of it; responses under these. three categor=
ieg; |

-The chi square value of the maie sub-groupé did not reach a
level of significance., 'However, the chi square value for the female
sub-groups had a value‘oﬁ 18.440, which was 'significant. The mode
response for the non-delinéuent females was "often,'" while the mode
responée for_the.delinduent females was "sometimes,"

Table 28 on page 108 gives a summary of the data from this

question,
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Table 28

Chl Square Distribution For Delinquents and. Non-delinquents
For Total Group, Girls, Boys For Parents Show ”
Affection. Toward Me.

e —
—

Very Often Some= .. Hardlj—L"Never 2 .
' often times . ever X.

_ Non-delinquent 15 53 25 06’ o1 . .
Delinquent 16 24 36 00 - 06 16,722
M Non-delinquent - = 07 26 16 02 00
M Delinquent 08 18 , 17 02 .03 4,464
F -Non~-delinquent 08 27 09 04 01
F Delinquent ‘ 08 06 19 07 03 18,440

Critical Value 9.49

This suhfhypothesis was. also tested by asking the‘question:

Love them’

o ' Respect them
How do you feel about your The§ are OK

parents: . ' ‘ Don 't think much ‘of them
Dislike them . \

The data from this question did not result.in a phi.square value
beyond the level of significance, even though there were two zero cells
which couidzhave‘increased the value of chi square. Thus, there is
insufficient euidence in‘this case‘to reject the nuil hypotheSis of.no
difference. ‘The mode response.of "iove them' was true of both non=
delinquents and‘delinquents. This mode carried through the data hreak-
down for the male and female sub~-groups., It might be of interest to
note that 8 per cent of the study group responded in the two categories

of "don't think much of them'" and "dislike them," while the control
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group had zero responses in these two categories;

Table-29 gives the fespoﬁse pattern for this questionm.

Table 29

Chi Square Distribution For Delinquents and Non-delinquents
For Total Group, Girls, Boys For How You Feel
: About Your Parents - '

Love Respect They Don't Dislike
them = them are OK think much them . x2
' of them :

Non~delinquent - 71 22. 07 00 , 00" -
Delinquent 62 14 09 03 04 - 9.319
M Non-delinquent 32 14 05 . 00 00 ..
M Delinquent 34 09 03 00 . 02 3.559
F Non-delinquent 39 08 02 . 00 00

F Delinquent 28 05 06 03 02 - 9,256

Critical Value 9.49

Hypothesis 2 d. This sub~hypothesis stated, "Theré is no

difference in the way delinquent adolescents perceive their.family
from non~delinquent adolescents:

d) in the parental decision making process."

This sub~hypothesis was tested by asking the queétion:

When a decision has to be made in.my My mother

family, the one who always has the . My father
last word is: Both parents

When the data from this question was computed, it resulted in a
chi square value of 23.540.'IThis would seem to indicate an association

of response with the classification of non-delinquent and delinquent.

L LT A
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It is ?ﬁteresting to notefthat thé fespoﬁse pattern‘of tﬁe control
group is inverted frém that of the‘stﬁéy group. Fifty-three pngcenF
o% the control gfoup ?eported thaF both parents ﬁere involved in the
decision making. Forty-sevén per cent of the étudy group.reporte& that
mother made the decisions in the family. The percentage‘of regﬁonses
for the two groupﬁ under ”ﬁy mother”lmay have'been inflﬁe;ced‘by
the f;ct-thét 27 per cent of the studf group reported living with the
mother only (see Table 21, page 98), while only 6 per cént of the
control group.reported living with the mother bnl?.

The fesponse pattern remaiﬁed the same when the data was broken
down into male and female subfgroups: The chi square values élso main~
' tained.a level of significance, although the chi square value‘for the
female groups was higher than it was for the male.groups.

Table 30 indicates the response distribution for this question.

Table 30

Chi Square Distribution for Delinquent and Non-delinqﬁent
For Total Group, Boys, Girls For Parental Decision Making

Mothef Father Both parents : x2
Non-delinquent 17 30 ' - 52
Delinquent 42 27 21 23.540
M Non-delinquent 09 14 27 -
M Delinquent 21 12 L 8.991
F Non-delinquent 08 16 25

F Delinquent 21 15 ’ 07 16.786

Criticai Value 5.99
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In ordérlto gaiﬁ pefspecti&¢~§qrfhé peréé&ved pa;égt—éhiid”
‘relationship, the researcher also asked the question:
My mother )
: My stepmother
The parent I get along with best is: . My father
. My stepfather
. Both parents
' Neither parent
The ghi square value of 12,225 from this question is just 1.i55
*over the level of significénce. Since there were some zero‘cells, the
cﬁi square value computed would be highly suspect, and there would be
insufficient evidence to reject the jnull hypotheéis of'no difference.
There are, however, some interesting pattefhs to the gesﬁoyses.
The'modelresponse for the control group was "both parents,” receiving
"48 per cent of the responses., The study group had only 27 per cent of
their responses uﬁder "both parents.' Forty=-six per cent of the study
groﬁp reported getting along with mother best. There were zero responses
for either group under 'my stepmother' and only four responses out of
191 under ;he response‘"my stepfather.” This is interesting since 25
per cent of the study group reported living with a mother and step~ .
‘ father (see Table 21,; page 98). Three per cent of the study group
reported they did not 'get along with either parent.
Thé chi square yélues of the male-female breakdown were not

significant., The mode response pattern’ for the‘sub-groups remained

the same as it was for the total group.
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Table 31 indicates the regpdnse distribution to this question.

Table 31

Chi Square Distribution For Delinquents and Non-delinquents
For Total Group, Girls, Boys For Parent I Get Along With Best

Both

" Mother Step- Father Step- Neither 2
mother father parents parent X

Non-delinquent 36 00 14 . 01 48 00 .
Delinquent 42 00 19 03 25 03 12.225
M Non-delinquent 16 00 o8- o1 26 00

M Delinquent 24 00 08 02 13 01 7.182
F Non-delinquent 20 00 06 00 22 00

F Delinquent 18 00 11 01 12 7.357

02

Critical Value 11.07

Adolescent Perceptions
of Their Homes

Hypothesis 3. This null hypothesis stated, "There is no

difference between the berceptions of delinquent and non-delinquent
adolescents in the quality of Eheir home.," |
This hypothééis was tested by asking the subjects to respond
to.this queétion:
h Happy place

My home is a: )
Unhappy place

It is important to emphasize that the responses of the adoles-

cents to this question are based upon how they perceive the home. . Otheéer

family membérs may have responded differently to this question.
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The computed chi square value of 19.482 indicateg that the null
hypothesis of no difference could not be accepted for this quésgion.
‘While the mode resbonse for both groups saw the home as a "happy place,"
the control group had 92 per cent response in this category, The
study group had only 65 per cent of its responses in this category.

The’chi square value of 2,546 for the male sub-groups dfopped
below the level of significance, iﬁdicating that1the null hypothesis
could be true for the males. The cﬁi square value of 18.480 for the
female éub-groups was significant. The non-delinquent females had 94
per cent of their responses under '"happy place.'" The delinquent females
had 6n1y Sé per cent of their responses under this category. This
would seem to indiéate that females have differgnt perceptions of their
home than do ﬁales. There would also seem to be a difference.in per=-
ceptions of the home between non-delinqﬁen;s and delinquent females.

Table 32 indicates subject responses to this question.

Table 32

Chi Square Distribution For Delinquents and Non-delinquents
TFor Total Group, Girls, Boys Fotr Home ‘Is ‘A Happy Place

- Hapﬁy place " Unhappy blace' X
Non~delinquent 92 . 08
Delinquent - - . 57 _ 31 : 19.482
M Non~delinquent 46 - 05 '
M. Delinquent 35 11 ' 2.546
F Non-delinquent 46 . 03
F Delinquent 22 20 18.480

Critical Value 3.84
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Another question the subjects were asked to respond to was:
Always
~ Most always
I enjoy being with my parents: Sometimes
" Hardly ever
Never
The chi square value of 19,078 computed from this data would
seem to indicate that the null hypothesis of no difference should not
be accepted. It must be noted at this point that a zero cell may have
increased the chi square value for the groups. The modé response for
the control group was under the category of '"most always,' having 47
per cent of the responses, The mode response for the study group was

"sometimes, "

with 36 per cent of the responses. Eleven per cent of the
study group said they 'hardly ever' or'hnever" enjoyed being with their
parents. Only 2 per cenﬁ of the control group responded in the
"hardly ever' category and had zero responses in the 'mever' category.
The chi squafe value'fof the male sub-groups was not significant
indicating.thét for the males the null hypothesis of.no difference
should not.be rejécted; fhe mode for the non-delinquent males was "ﬁost
always,' having 41 per cent of the responses. The delinquent males had
a dual mode of "aiwayé" and "sometimes,' both of which had 35 pér cent
of the responses fér that group. |
The chi square value for the female suB-groups of 21,693

indicates an association of response with the classification of non-

delinquent and delinquent. The mode response for the non-deiinquent
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females was '"'most always,"

receiving 53 per cent of the responses.
The delinquent females mode response was ''sometimes,'" with 37 per cent
of the resbonses. The delinquent females had 10 per cent of their
responses under the categories of 'hardly ever" and '"never." The non-
delinquent females did not have any responses under these last two

categories.

Table 33 shows the distribution of responses to this question.

Table 33

Chi Square Distribution For Delinquents and Non-delinquents
For Total Group, Girls, Boys For Enjoy Being With My Parents

Always Most Some-  Hardly Never 9
always times ever : X
Non-delinquent 28 47 23 02 00
Delinquent 29 19 33 07 03 19.078
M Non-delinquent 18 21 10 02 00
M Delinquent , 17 13 17 00 01 6.640
F Non-delinquent 10 26 13 00 00 , :
F Delinquent 12 06 - 16 07 02 21,693

Critical Value 9.49

Adolescent Perceptions
of Themselves

B

Hypothesis 4. This null hypothesis stated, "There is no
difference in the perceptions of delinquent and non-delinquent adoles-

cent self concepts."
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This hypothesis was tested‘by asking the subjects ;o'féépqnd to

this question: |
Write down two wérds you would use to describe yourself.

The responses.were rated on a .positive or negative basis by
the researchgr. Words iike lazy, or insecure, were rated negative.
Words like intelligent, and frien&ly, were rated positive. The chi
square value of 14,956 for this question indicates tﬁat the null
hypothesis of no difference should nof be accepted., The control.group
mode response was positive, receiving 72 per cent of the responses.
Although the.mode response for the study group was positive, this
category had only 50 per cent of the reéponses for this group.

The chi square falue of 3.050. for the male sub-groups was not
significant. ~However, the chi square value of 11,566 for the female
sub~groups indicated an association of response With the classification
of delinquént or non-delinquent. The mode response for the non-
delinquent femgles was positi?e, having received 65'per cent of the
responses. Thé mode response for the delinquent females was negative,
having 62 pef cent of the responses.

Tablé'34, page'il7, shows the number of responses in each

category.
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Table 34
Chi Square Distribution For Delinquents and Non~-delinquents

For Total Group, Girls, Boys For Words Used To .
. Describe Self

Positive ' Negative xz_
Non-delinquent’ ' . 127 50 o
Delinquent ) 76 - 75 14,956
M Non-delinquent ' 68 18
M Delinquent : 45 24 . 3.050
F Non-delinquent 59 32
F Delinquent 31 51 11.566

Critical Value 3.84

Another question asked the subjects to respond to this question:
.Being much better than they are
Being better than they are ’
Compared with my school- Being about the same as they are
mates, I see myself as: Being not as good as they are
' Being much worse than they are
The data from this question resulted in a chi square value of
13.412, which seems to indicate an association of response with the
classification of nmon~delinquent and delinquent. The mode response for
both groups indicated they saw themselves as being about the same as
their schoolmates. The control group had 88 per cent of its responses
in this category, as opposed to 67 per cent for the study group. The
study group had 22 per cent of its responses in the last two categories
of "being not as-.good" and "being much worse." The control group only’

had 7 per cent of .its responses in these two categories. The study

group also had 14 per cent of its responses in the two categdries of
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"being better" and 'being much better.'" The control group had only 5 ’
per cent in these two categories,

The chi square value for the male sub-groups maintained its
level of significance, while the chi square value for the female sub-
group dropped Eelow the level of significance. The mode response
pattern reﬁainéd the same as it was for the total group. It might.be
of interest to mote that outside of two delinquent male responses, there

were no other responses to the category of '"being much better than they

are."
Table 35 gives a summary of the data to this question.
Table 35
Chi Square Distribution For Delinquents and Non~delinquents
For Total Group, Girls, Boys For Comparing Self
With Schoolmates. . '

Much Better Same Not as Much 9

better good worse X
Non-delinquent 00 05 . 88 06 o1 Z
Delinquent 02 08 62 15 05 13,412
M Non-delinquent 00 03 45 02 01
M Delinquent 02 08 29 07 02 10.762
F Non-delinquent 00 02 43 04 00
F Delinquent 00 00 33 08 03. 7.401

Critical Value 9.49.

Another question asked the subjects to:

Write down two words your parénts would use in describing
you.,
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Again, the words submittéq by the éubjects were rated on a
positive‘or negative basis, The:chi square value of 60,488'Wou1d seem
to give basis‘for not accepting the nuil hypo£hesis:qf no difference.
Eighty-one pér cent of the control group responses Were'pOSitivé, while
60 per cent of the study group responses were neéative.

The chi square values for the male—female sub-groups remained
significant, although the value for the female sub-groups remained much
higher than it did for the males. This may be attributed in part to the
fact that 67.per cent of the delinquept females responses were negative,
while only 52 per cent of the aelinquent males responded in.a negative
manner.

The‘data compiled from this question shows an intéresting
variation from the data compiled in Table 29, page 109, on how the
adolescents feel about their parenfs, In response to this question,

67 per cent of the study group said they loved their,parentég Now,
when asked how the parentslwould describe them, the delinquent adoles--
cents respond with 60 per cent negative responses.

Another interesting comparison that can be made is with the data
from Table 28, see page 108. Here thé adolescents were asked to rate
the amoun£ of parental affection shown to the‘adoléscent. Eighty-four
per cent of the study group responded under the three categories of
"very often'" 18 per cent, foften+ 26 per cent, and "sometimes'" 40 per

cent. The 60 per cent negative response in Table 36, page 120, again
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brings out a very interesting variation in adolescent peréeptibﬁs.

Table 36 shows the respomse pattern to this question.

Table 36

Chi Square Distribution For Delinquents and Non-delinquents
For  Total Group, Girls, Boys For Words Parents
Would Use In Describing You

Positive Negative XZ
Non-delinquent : : 158 37
Delinquent : ' 60 91 60.488
M Non-delinquent 77 - ' 22 )
M Delinquent . 33 36 14.838
F Non-delinquent : 81 - 15 . :
¥ Delingquent 27 55 . 46.926

Critical Value 3.84'

The subjects were also asked to respond to this question:

Write down two words you think your schoolmates might
‘use in describing you.

This data, treated in the same manner as described aBove;
yielded a chi square~vélue of 16.730.- This would seem to indicate that
the null hypothesis of no difference should not be accepted. While the
mode response for‘both_groups was ﬁositive, the control group had 86
per cent positive responses, as opposed to 61.per cen£ positive responses
for the study.éroup.

The chi square values for the male-female sub-groups remained

, significant, although the value for the male sub-groups was higher than
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it was for the female éub—grﬁﬁpg{

Table 37 indicates the response pattern to this question.

Table 37

Chi Square Distribution For Delinquents and Non-delinquents

For Total Group, Girls, Boys For Words Schoolmates

Would -Use In Describing You

Positive Negative b4
Non-delinquent 152 34
Delinquent 83 54 16.730
M Non-delinquent © 74 18
M Delinquent v 33 29 11.680
F Non-delinquent 78 16 .
F Delinquent : 50 25 5.185
Critical Value 3.84

SUMMARY

The researcher attempted in this chapter, through the iuse of a '

questionnaire, to develop a greater understanding of the'perceptions

held by non~delinquent and delinqueht adolescents.

Adolescent perceptions of their parents. The data collected

would seem to indicate. that the null hypothesis of no difference between

non~delinquent and delinquent adolescents was not supported in these

-areas: (1) parents getting along with each other; (2)~in the trust

relationship between parents and children; (3) ‘in parental discipline
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practices; (4) in the égreement bétween Parents and their dbildren;‘and

(5) in the impartial treatment of all children in the family.,

Adolescent perceptions of their family. Results of the ques-
tionnaire would seem to indicate that the null hypothesis of no
difference between non-delinquent and delinquent responses could not be
accepted in these areas: (1) doing things togetﬁer as a faﬁil&; 2 in
the communication be;ween parents and children: (3) in tﬁe demonstration
of parental affection for thé adolescent; (4) in parental‘cooperation

with each other in making decisions.

Adolescent perceptions of their home. The data compiled from

the questionnaire indicates .that the null hypothesis of no difference
" between non-delinquent and delinquent perceptions of the home was not

supported.

Adolescent perceptions of themselves. The results of the data

from the questionnaire indicate that the null hypothesis of no difference
in non-delinquent and'delinquent perceptions of themselves should'not

be acéepted.
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Chapter 5
SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS, AND RECOMMENﬁATIONS

In this chapter, the researcher will present a general thesis”
summary, discuss the conclusions.resulting from this study, and present.

recommendations for future research.

SUMMARY

This dissertation dealt with adolescenf ferceptioné 6f parent-
child ?elationships,'énd.centered specifically on possible percep-
tual differences bétween non-delinquent and delinquent adolescents.
Tt was the bﬁrpose of this researcher to identify areas of conflict
between the parent and the adolescent and how. the adolescent ﬁerceives
his parents, family, home, and himself,

In order to implement this study, the term delinéuent was
defined, pertinent literature was reviewed, a questionnaire was
developed and administered, and interviews were conducted,

The réview of literature was centered around the source and
development of the self~concept, and the effects of the parents-and

“home life upon this déyelopment. |

The 1iterature'iﬁ&icated that the self—cchept was a system of
beliefs a person has about himself as ; person. How he per;eives
himself, his adequaéy;{his self-confideﬁce, and his self-value."All

of these determine how he will respond to a particular situation.

duor
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The development of thg self—copcept-ié influenced by parental
reacfions to the adolescent, peer group reactions, success in dealing
with new life experiences, how he thinks others see him, and his
ability to cope with the issues of life.

People'will behave in ways consistent with their self-concept
and will act in a manner which will ﬁelp them maintain their self-
concept. The self~concept is so important to the individual; he will
even nurture a negative self-concept rather thaﬁ risk being without a
self-concept.

How the adolescent perceives himself determines to a great
extent his attitude towards others and towards life in generai. If
can affect the degree of adjustment the person makes even in later
adolescent years.

Since parents are Wifh the chil@ from birth till the time he
leaves the home, they have the greatest opportunity to influence the
development of the child. If the parents féil to give or provide
opportunity for t@e adolescent to grﬁw emotionally, the adolescent
will turn to other sources, such as street gangs for support and
experience.'

When an adoléscent is experiencing the urge to grow and
experience, it is offen misinterpreted by the adult world as rebellion.

This often creates a chasm between the adolescent and his parents at a

time when he really is in need of support, guidance, and acceptance.
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The next step in this study was t6 administer a quest%onnaire
to develop greater underspanding of adolescéﬁt perceptions of parent~-
child relationsﬁips. In addition to the questionnéire, interviews
ﬁere conducted with at 1eést 10 per cent of the subjects.

.‘The‘questionnairg was designed to ihvestigate.adolescent

ﬁerceptions of four specific,gréas; how the adolescent perceives his-
parents, how the adolescent perceives his family, how the adolescent
perceives his home, and how the adolescent perceives himself. The
"data collected will be summarized under. the four categories named above.

Adolescent Perceptions of
Their Parents

This category was investigated through several-questions[
Evaluation oflthe data from theée questions indicated that there is a‘
di fference between the perceptions of non-delinquent and delinduent
adolescents, and that these differenceS'ére significant for the
. following issues:

1. The marital reiationship of the parents

2. The trust the parents had in the adolescent

3. The trust the adolescent had in the parents

4.. The deg;ee of pareqtal &iscipline

5. The types of discipline used

6. Parents' feeling that the adolescents' interests are

'important
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10,
11.
12.
The
significant
delinquents

. styles worn
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Type ef'music the adolescent iisted to

Type of clothing worn by the adolescent

Tfpe of movies the adolescent attended

Parental approval of friends

Parenté having favorite children

Order of birth
only'area in this category which did not indicate a
difference in the ﬁerceptions of non-delinquents and
in their relationship with their parents was the hair.

by the adolescent.

Adolescent Perceptions ef-

Their Family

Investigation of this category was conducted through several

items on the questionnaire. The data collected from these items

indicated a
adolescents

differently

difference in perceptions of non-delinquent and delinquent

about their family. The delinquent group rated these items
than did non-~delinquents:
Frequency ef doing things together as a family
- Church attendance as a family
Mother working at a job oetside the home
Ability ito discuss personal problems with parents
Adolesbeﬁt'understanding the parents

- Parents uﬁderstanding the adolescent
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