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Abstract:
This study dealt with the perceptions of adolescents concerning the parent-child relationship. It was
designed to determine differences in these perceptions between non-delinquent and delinquent
adolescents. The study was centered around four specific areas, how the adolescent perceived his
relationship with his parents, how the adolescent perceived his relationship in the family, how the
adolescent perceived his home, and how the adolescent perceived himself.

The review of literature revealed that authorities on adolescent behavior agree that delinquent behavior
is learned. Much of this learning of delinquent behavior is a result of failure in the home to provide the
necessary normal, growing experiences and support the adolescent needs.

The results of the study indicated that there is a difference in the way non-delinquents and delinquents
perceive their parents, family, home, and themselves.

Some of the major conclusions reached are that: (1) parents have a great influence upon the
development of their children; (2) parents tend to react to their children rather than listen to the real
need the child is trying to express.

Some recommendations offered are: (1) that this study be replicated; (2) differences in male and female
responses be investigated; and (3) that a class should be designed for parents of adolescents which
would help them understand the needs of the adolescent. 
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