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Abstract:
An infectious microorganism, identified as Listeria monocytogenes, has been isolated from the tissues
and fluids of mice fed a diet containing Pinus ponderosa needle. The ability for this organism to
proliferate appears to be more pronounced in pregnant and immature mice, in contrast to adult,
non-pregnant female and male mice. Pathologic changes in pine needle-fed mice similar to those
observed in cattle and other mammals undergoing abortions and/or toxemia attributed to the ingestion
of ponderosa pine needles suggests that L. monocytogenes may be part of the etiology of "pine needle
abortion" in other species. A medium that appears to enhance the selective proliferation of Listeria was
also developed which may increase the incidence of isolation of Listeria from natural sources. 
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