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Abstract:
The purpose of this study was to identify the factors inherent in Alaska bush schools that related most
highly to teacher turnover. These factors were examined in relation to each school district’s geographic
location within Alaska to determine if specific identified factors were related to school district location.

The Superintendent, or designee, in each of the 46 Alaska bush school districts completed a survey,
indicating on a Likert-type scale, their perceptions of each item’s level of relationship to teacher
turnover. Once the survey’s reliability was established, a Principal Components Analysis was applied
to the responses of the 23 survey items. Examination of the unrotated factor structure indicated that a
single factor was measured by the survey. The single factor was a combination of four sub-factors—all
present to varying degrees. The sub-factors included professional, personal/family, geographic, and
socio-cultural issues.

A one-way analysis of variance was conducted on the categorized survey items to determine if a
relationship existed between the five Alaska regions and reasons for teacher turnover in Alaska bush
schools. The findings indicated that, statistically, there was no significant difference between specific
identified factors and location of the school district within Alaska.

The means for each of the 23 survey items were calculated within their respective sub-factors to exam
tendencies and trends among the sub-factors. While each region had a unique ranking of the 23 items,
the means of the items were so similar that they did not reflect significant differences.

This study’s respondents made several comments following the survey's open-ended question. Some
comments centered upon the multi-dimensional role of a bush teacher and the sheer volume of stressful
situations those teachers tended to confront on a regular basis. This study’s respondents also perceived
that in many situations family issues tended to be one of the main reasons why teachers left their bush
jobs.

Based upon these findings, it is concluded that: (a) there is no single reason that is individually
associated with Alaska bush teachers leaving their current teaching positions; (b) the reasons why
teachers leave their current teaching positions are due to a combination of sub-factors which include
professional, personal/family, geographic, and socio-cultural issues; and (c) the reasons why teachers
leave their teaching positions does not appear to be related to their respective school district’s
geographic location within Alaska. 
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