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ABSTRACT
The purpose of this investigation was to report the historical
growth and development of the elementary public schools in Helena,
Montana, from their establishment to the present time. A complete his¬
tory of the public elementary schools in Helena has never been compiled,
so it was the investigators intention to reveal to the people such in¬
formation as to provide a deeper understanding and appreciation of the
changes their schools have undergone. The investigator feels this study
will be of value not only to the general public, but to the teachers and
students in that school system. It is also hoped that this information
will give added significance to future aims and decisions.
This purpose was accomplished by analyzing the building program,
growth in enrollment, personnel contributing to the educational process,
financial provisions and policies, curriculum offerings and development,
and organization of the elementary aspect of School District Number 1 in
Helena.
The investigator’s methods for gathering information for this
paper were as follows: investigation of school board minutes and other
administrative files and records of School District Number 1, intense
study of local newspaper archives, investigation of historical documents
and materials available at the State Historical Library in Helena, and
interviews with individuals who played a significant part in the educa¬
tional development of the elementary schools.
The first schools in the Helena area were either private or sub¬
scription schools. It was not long, however, until the residents felt
the need to provide free public education for the children. As Virginia
City had organized the first public school district in the state on March
5, 1866, Helena residents were eager to follow suit. Helena's first
public school thus opened on September 3» 1866. Pupils, however, still
had to pay tuition, as a uniform base of taxation was yet to be devised.
The first regular schoolhouse built by the district was completed in 1868.
Steady population growth, as characterized by a growth from a few
students in 1866 to 2689 students in 196?» forced the school board often
to furnish sub-standard temporary quarters until more permanent facil¬
ities could be constructed. Since the establishment of public education
in the city, Helena has witnessed the construction of twenty-six build¬
ings for elementary school purposes, twelve of which are still standing
today. The public schools of the district have been served through the
years by able school trustees and superintendents, who upon being con¬
fronted with various emergencies rose to the occasion by providing consistantly better means of education. It is thus evident that the resi¬
dents of Helena have experienced a steady progress in the educational
program for the elementary grades from the very beginning.

vi
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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

The discovery of large deposits of gold in the Helena area in 1864
brought waves of fortune seekers.

With the gradual settling of the re¬

gion came the demand for proper educational facilities.

Schools were

soon established, were generously supported and within months became
the talk of the region.
The people of Helena, in keeping with a fine tradition of school
support, have generously met mounting needs for additional facilities.
Temporary setbacks such as fires, earthquakes, and overcrowding were
taken in stride by hard working school board members and a cooperative
community.
This study has reviewed public education in Helena in order to
disclose the pattern of school development from 1864 to 196?.

It is

hoped that by reviewing the educational development and provisions of
the past a greater appreciation will be held for those who pioneered
education in Helena, and that the public in general will be cited to
provide continued school support in the future.
In order to understand more thoroughly the great strides Helena
has made in regard to its schools, it is necessary that we take a brief
look at where and when it all began—the establishment of education in
Montana, which dates back to pre-territorial days.

Statement of the Problem
The problem of this study was to investigate the historical growth
of the elementary public schools in Helena, Montana, from their
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establishment to the present time in order to provide a documented history
for the local community as well as add to the cumulative knowledge of
education in this state.

Procedure
The initial stage of this study consisted of reviewing literature
to reveal the establishment of education in Montana and to determine if
any studies of a similar nature had been conducted.
A fact finding study of Helena’s public elementary schools was
then conducted by investigating the school board minutes and administra¬
tive records of School District Number 1, Helena; archives of Helena’s
newspaper, "The Independent Record"; and historical documents and related
material located at the Montana State Historical Library, Helena.

In

addition, both active and retired teachers and administrators of that
community were interviewed to obtain historical data about the develop¬
ment of school in Helena.

Limitations
This study was limited to one of Montana’s many school districts,
School District Number 1, Helena.

The writer considered only the elemen¬

tary public schools because a complete study of the secondary schools,
not to mention the parochial schools, would entail a separate yet just
as important and extensive study.
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CHAPTER II
ESTABLISHMENT OF EDUCATION IN MONTANA

Education in Montana dates back to before the

formation of the

territory and in some cases before the discovery of gold.

Education

in Helena, like that in many other small towns, developed through a
sincere desire for an improved way of life.

Chapter two reveals a brief

account of the establishment of education in Montana to provide the
setting for the development of Helena’s historic schools.
Montana, prior to the l860s, experienced a relatively slow influx
of people.

Those who did come out West were mainly concerned with get¬

ting to the wide open spaces where they could have small farms and be
free of the commotion of the East. The only known sources of education
until the formation of the mining camps in the early 1860s were the Cath¬
olic missionaries who promoted educational work among the Indians.

It

was not until October 17, 1864, when the Sisters arrived at St Ignatius,
that steps were taken to establish real schools.

(3-310)*

Thus, as

will be seen, schools developed in many locations of Montana at about
the same time.
The discovery of gold in many regions of western Montana during
the early 1860s brought hordes of people with dreams of striking it
rich.

After the preliminary excitement had died down, the mining camps

began to take on a more settled nature.

Women and children soon arrived

and the need for proper educational facilities increased.

*

Upon evidence

Numbers in parenthesis refer to numbered sources in the liter¬

ature cited section.

k
of the formation of a permanent community, teachers arrived to open pri¬
vate schools.

These teachers' compensation depended upon fees paid by

the students.
There appears to be some debate concerning the location of the
first school in Montana.

Both Nevada City of Alder Gulch and Bannock

City claimed the establishment of schools during the summer of 1863*
Credit, however, has generally been given to Alder Gulch.

Miss Kate M.

Dunlap is said to have established this school which probably didn't
open until late July or early August, 1863.

As with most of the other

early schools, this was considered a subscription school wherein the
cost was paid by the parents of the children who attended.

(3:310)

A. B. Davis and Michael Reach opened schools the following winter.

The

winter of 1864 found Nevada City with three schools, these being operated
by Mrs. Davis (the former Miss Dunlap), Mr. Reach, and Mr. Van Brecken.
(26:551)
Bannock, during the same summer, experienced the opening of a
school in the home of Henry Zeller.
primary children.

Mrs. Zeller was the teacher of some

Even though the term of instruction was relatively

short, a major step had been taken in the birth of education in Montana.
The first Montana school of definite record was opened in October
of 1863 in the home of Sidney Edgerton in Bannock.
Mr. Edgerton's niece, Lucia Darling.

(3:310)

The instructor was

When writing of this school

some forty years later, Miss Darling (later Mrs. S. W. Park) recalled
that the school which accommodated twelve students, was located on the
bank of Grasshopper Creek near the ford.

It remained open until Christmas

time, 1863, when bad weather forced its closure until spring.

Charles
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Sackett and Richard Fenn of Tallmadge, Ohio conducted the school the
following autumn.

(26:^1)

In the school conducted by Miss Darling, children's textbooks were
supplied from home.

Besides being closed during inclement weather, these

early schools were only in session during the morning.

(4)

Subscription schools were considered common in all of the early
settlements, Virginia City being no exception.

Thomas Dimsdale, in addi¬

tion to his many other activities, opened a school there in the winter
of 1863-1864, charging a fee of two dollars per week.

(3:31l)

In sup¬

port of Mr. Dimsdale’s work, a Virginia City newspaper ran an ad to
appeal to the citizenry for support.

An attempt was thus made to con¬

struct a school building belonging to the district.

Some citizens viewed

education as no longer a private but rather a public concern and they
encouraged the people's support in "keeping the kids off the street."
(18)

In November of 1864, an article appeared in the paper announcing that

through the efforts of Nathan Gibson, Esquire, a substantial building
would soon be completed.

It was to be well lighted and furnished with

the "conveniences of double desks."

(19)

The first school in Bozeman was opened in the autumn of 1865 under
the instruction of Samuel Anderson.

J. B. Patch and J. W. Corum opened

a school in Helena in the same year.
The feeling that education should be supported by some form of
public taxation existed almost from the time the first schools were es¬
tablished.

The Organic Act of 1864, which created the Territory of Mont¬

ana, made this support possible.

The provisions of this act designated

that sections 16 and 36 of each township be reserved for public education.

The proceeds from the sale of these lands was to be invested, the in¬
terest of which was to be applied only to school support.

(8:489)

Al¬

though this act was brief and inadequate in regards to providing sub¬
stantial funds for the support of the schools, it remained in force
until its revision in l8?2.

These revisions provided necessary changes

to accommodate sparsely populated areas such as Montana, (ll)
Following the Organic Act, Governor Sidney Edgerton, in his mes¬
sage to the first legislature, recommended that a law be passed to pro¬
vide for an adequate system of schools for the Territory of Montana.

As

a result of this recommendation, along with the avid support of Thomas
Dimsdale, the legislative assembly enacted a law ’’An Act of Establishing
a Common School System for the Territory of Montana" on February 7* 1865.
(8:489)

Surprisingly, however, this act did not provide for a Territorial

Superintendent of Public Instruction.

Governor Edgerton, as a result,

appointed Thomas Dimsdale temporarily to this position.

On April 10th

of the following year the second legislative assembly provided for such
an officer to be appointed by the governor at a salary of

$500 per year.

Virginia City, which was the largest city in the territory at the
time of the act for common schools, organized the first public school
in Montana.

This school, with Mrs. Sarah Raymond Herndon teaching the

higher grades and Mrs. Farley the lower grades, opened on March 5i 1866,
in the Union Church.
(26:552)

Eighty-one pupils were accommodated the first term.

Besides forming the first public school, Virginia City com¬

prised the first public school district in the territory.
can be credited largely to Reverend George G. Smith.

Its formation
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Butte was considerably slower in developing a system of schools
than the other cities of the territory as the Silver Bow region reported
having only seven children enrolled by l8?^«

Regardless of this, a

Mr. Wood was reported to have conducted a semblance of a school in the
mining camp in 1866.
In

(3:312)

viewing the typical school of the l860s one would most likely

find "a little log cabin, chinked in with mud, rock and smaller logs,
rude desks made of logs hued to a flat surface and benches of similar
logs with wooden pins for support."

(26)

The Federal Census of 1870 found 1027 males and 718 females in the
5^ schools of the territory.

Of these 5^ schools, ^5 were described as

ungraded-common, 7 were day and boarding schools, and 1 was parochial.

(26)
Cornelius Hedges, who was appointed Superintendent of Public In¬
struction by Governor Potts in 1872, reported that the average length
of the school term v/as considered to be 80 days.

He also reported that

at the beginning of his term Deer Lodge had the only frame schoolhouse
in the territory, Missoula had the only brick school building, while
Helena was holding school in the basement of a church, the desks and
benches of which were "a terror to behold."

(26)

Many people of today would find it very difficult to visualize the
typical school of the 1880s, in fact, at that time, there were still
many districts that didn’t even own their own building.

Cf those that

owned a building, nearly two-thirds of the structures of that era were
of logs, with only 31 schoolhouses of brick or stone in the entire
territory.

(26).

8
Throughout the developmental stages of the territorial schools
the textbooks used consisted mainly of books brought from home or
donated by interested parties.

Progress was made on March 12, 1885, when

a legislative act provided that school textbooks to be used in the class¬
room were to be selected for a four year period by a committee made up
of the Superintendent of Public Instruction and two other persons select¬
ed by the governor.

(26)

The first statewide course of study was

published in August of 1897 by Superintendent E. A. Carleton.
Mention of schools in Helena has been purposely neglected at this
point since the remainder of this paper will deal directly with them.
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CHAPTER III
HELENA SCHOOLS UNTIL 1880
The Founding of Helena
In August of 1864, four men, who were on a prospecting tour
among the gulches of what is now Western Montana, decided to take one
last chance in their search for gold among the confines of Prickly Pear
Valley, today bordering the city of Helena.

It was here that Robert

Stanley, William Cowan, Robert Sayles, and P. B. Anthony struck rich
deposits of gold which soon brought anxious prospectors flocking to this
region.

The first permanent cabin was built during the late fall of 1864,

and by the end of that winter, 115 cabins had been built.

Thus, Last

Chance Gulch, as the location of the strike was soon called, grew from a
rude mining camp into a metropolitan city of nearly 8,000 people in a
matter of months.

(32)

Prices rose rapidly as was portrayed by the

following listings from the 1866 price list: wholesale butter Si.75 a
pound; refined sugar 52)6 cents a pound; Japanese tea $2.75 a pound;
California beans 44 cents a pound; and nails $38 a hundred-weight.

As

early as 1867 it was reported that more than three million dollars worth
of goods were brought in and sold annually.

(7)

The city of Helena was christened in September, 1864, at a meeting
called to organize the mining district.

After suggestions for an appro¬

priate name such as Pumkinville, Squash Town, Tomahawk, Tomak and others
were turned down, the gathering decided on the name of Helena as suggest¬
ed by John Somerville.
named town in Minnesota.

Thus, Helena received its name from a similarly
(27:74)
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With the rapid influx of people, especially women and children,
the necessity for proper education increased.
The qualities most noticed in these pioneers and most
needed in this region during this period were high standards
of intelligence, courage to meet all difficulties and dangers
then confronting them, resolutions to make their homes here
and to develop the resources of the region, regard for the
rights of others and the duties and obligations they owed to
one another and the community at large.
(22)

Helena’s First Schools
The first school in Helena was started on Rodney Street in either
March or April of 1865 by Professor A. B. Patch of Virginia City.

At

that time, anyone connected with a school was known as professor, no
matter how limited his education might be.

This school was known as

the Helena Academy, and the location bore the name of Academy Hill for
some years afterwards,

(ll)

In a personal letter written by Mr. Patch

in March, 1866, we find his comments on this school.
At the urgent request of some of by best patrons I came
over to Helena last spring, to establish a school here, was
elected without any consent or knowledge to the office of
County Superintendent, and have been able, with the cooperation
of some noble friends, to erect and finish a school house 20 x
AO feet containing two apartments at the expense of some $1200
and have been teaching for the past four months a graded and
academic school with an average attendance of some AO to 50
scholars. The public fund of the Helena District has been
appropriated to the benefit of the scholars of this school,
reducing the tuition to about half the ordinary rates. We
have a small, but good library, and an excellent melodeon be¬
longing to the school, with all other desirable fixtures.
(23)
Professor Patch was considered the principal, and as far as the
records reveal, was also the faculty.
The November A, 1865, edition of the Montana Standard stated the
following concerning the condition of Helena’s schools.
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Helena can compare very favorably with towns of great¬
er age, in regard to public schools. We have at present two
schools, which are self sustained and conducted by teachers
who have acquired in their experience in this territory the
reputation of successful instructors. Professor Patch has
just opened his school for the winter term, after a short
vacation; and the other school, conducted by Miss Sloss, has
been open without intermission, since last spring. We under¬
stand that a sufficient fund has been collected in this fall’s
taxes to support a free school during the current year.
(20)
A meeting of citizens and taxpayers of Helena School District
Number 1 was held at the Academy on July 9» 1866, for the purpose of
electing a clerk, selecting a suitable site for a district school house,
and to consider levying a tax on the inhabitants of the district to build
a schoolhouse.

It was resolved at this meeting that a sum of $3000 be

raised for the construction of a district schoolhouse and that an ade¬
quate tax to raise this amount be levied.

The clerk was authorized to

begin collecting this tax on September 14, 1866, but at a special meet¬
ing held on December 1 of that year he was informed to discontinue col¬
lection until further notice.

(6)

The first public school found in Helena was opened September 3»
1866, in the same building as T. F. Campbell’s home.

This residence, a

log cabin, stood at the comer of Broadway and Rodney Streets.

While

this school was considered public, pupils had to pay tuition, as that
was the only current means of support.

Mr. Campbell built a small

schoolhouse south of his home on Rodney Street the next year, and it
was here that the first school bell of the town was brought by some
public spirited miners from St. Louis for that purpose.

The roof of the

schoolhouse was found to be too weak to support the weight of this bell,
so it was placed instead on a belfry of four posts in the yard.

For
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their generosity, the miners were allowed the privilege of ringing the
bell whenever they so desired,

(11)

Professor E. W. Stone and his brother opened a private school in
August, 1867, on Academy Hill, not far above the first little Catholic
Church, where the cathedral now stands.

Professor Stone taught the older

children at one end of the long building, while his brother taught the
primary grades at the other.

Before school closed each afternoon, the

older students would join the younger ones on the long benches at which
time they would receive spelling drill.

(2?)

Tuition for the primary

English Branches amounted to Si.00 per week while that for the advanced
studies was Si.50 per week.

All bills for instruction were payable

weekly in clean gold dust or its equivalent in currency.
The October 10, 1867, edition of the Helena Weekly Herald reveal¬
ed the condition of the schools of that time by printing the following.
There are in this city, four schools, one of which
receives aid from the county, and the other three being
strictly private. The aggregate membership of these schools
numbers one hundred and thirty-two pupils. Sixty of these,
varying in age from five to twenty-two years, belong to the
school on Academy Hill, of which Mr. E. Webster Stone, is
principal, and Miss Mattie Vivion, assistant. It is in a
flourishing condition, and affords educational facilities
of which any city would be proud. This school receives some
aid from the county, but not enough to support it, so that
one dollar and one dollar and a half per week is now charged
the pupils for tuition. Next week rates will be reduced to
75d and $1.25, and after the apportionment of the school
fund in November, the rates will be reduced to 50d and $1.00.
Next in size after the school for Mr. Stone, comes
that of Miss E. A. Glosser, kept in the Methodist Church
building on Joliet Street. Miss Clossner has 30 scholars.
On Water Street is the new school of Mrs. L. B. Cole, v/ith
15 young pupils.
(9)
It was a general feeling that there was room for more schools in
the city, in fact, a need for them.
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The first regular schoolhouse built by the district in 1868 was
located at 28 South Rodney Street on the lot later occupied by the M.
Reinig residence.

It was a 20 x 30 foot frame building with two rooms,

one being a large assembly room and the other a smaller recitation room.
It had a shingled roof and plastered walls and was furnished with box
seats capable of accommodating about 50 pupils.
saloon box stoves using cordwood for fuel.
later addition cost about $^000.
department was later started.

Heat was provided by

This building, along with a

To expand the facilities, a primary

(21)

This school owes its existance

chiefly to Judge Harvey L. English, who served several successive terms
as trustee of the school district.

Figure 1.

First Schoolhouse in Helena
(Courtesy of John Schroeder)

Professor Campbell soon relinquished his position to John V/. Corum
who v/as put in charge of the new school on Rodney Street.

Professor

Corm was said to have had one bad habit that would bar him from the
modern classroom of today.

This was his tobacco chewing as evidenced by

his sawdust filled cuspidor which was placed beside his desk.

(11)

l^f

That the district for a long time eked out its accommodations by
renting log cabins and the basement of churches is supported by the
fact that the Rodney School soon became so crowded that the basement
of the M. E. Church, south at Warren and Grand Streets, was rented.
Daniel Searls was put in charge of the department there.

To further

alleviate the crowded conditions, the school board, on July 11, 1868,
authorized H. English to rent the Quin schoolhouse.

Cn September 28,

of the same year, they authorized C. B. Stephenson to rent a house on
Cutler Street and to superintend the furnishing for school purposes.
This latter house was to be the beginning of school number two of the
district.

(6)

Characteristic of the early schools was the spelldown which was
a popular means of entertainment for the entire community.

These contests

were often held in the evenings with every age and occupation being
represented as contestants.

Lights were furnished by minerfe candles

with the handle jabbed in the log or frame wall of the building.
Mrs. Anderson was hired on October 19, 1868, to teach school
number three of the district, which was in her home on Broadway Avenue.
She was paid $200 a month, from which she had to furnish seats and desks.
Desks consisted of rough benches and were capable of accommodating about
six or eight boys.

Planks were used for seats.

furnished their own books and supplies.
’’three Rs.”

Students of this school

The curriculum consisted of the

Shortly after this, the board adopted a regulation that the

teaching of foreign languages during school hours in the district schools
was strictly prohibited.
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While the district schools of Helena were to serve the children
of that city, the school board did allow children from outside the
district to attend local schools.

In order to attend, however, an

admission charge of Si.00 per week was requested, along with a permit
to be signed by two directors of the board along with the countersignature of the clerk.
In recapping the Helena elementary schools during the early stages
of their development, Professor Howey's historical sketch of schools may
be referred to.

He stated that "Helena has had public schools since

1866, but truth compels the admission that they amounted to but little
prior to the adoption of the school laws of 1872." (21)
The beginning of the 1870s found the Helena schools more crowded
than ever.

In an attempt to ease the situation the school board decided,

November 15, 1870, to establish an additional school in the basement of
the M. E. Church in charge of Miss Mary Lester.

(10)

This tended to

take care of the overcrowding only until the following spring.

At this

time the board contemplated the building of a schoolhouse suitable for
housing the children of Helena for many years to come.

They decided to

open the books of subscriptions on March 9, 1871, at the office of the
clerk of the district schools for the purpose of building a brick schoolhouse according to chapter 5 section 11 of the school laws of 1864.
A special meeting of the local taxpayers was held on April 22,
1871, for the purpose of levying a tax of three mills for the current
year.

This issue was carried with the vote being 119 for and 97 against,

providing some $4000 in funds for the construction of a new school.
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Instead of erecting another wooden building, as was proposed, with
this money, the trustees invested the building fund in county bonds.
After drawing two years interest at 12 or 15 percent, they sold them at
par.

This money was then kept by the board until other sufficient

monies could be accumulated to allow the construction of a more permanent
building at a future date.

(5)

In the meantime, temporary space for classes was obtained.

Three

locations were rented for the period from September 11, 1871, to January
11 of the following year.

A. J. Edwards was paid $32 for the rent of a

room in his home, the Methodist Episcopal Church was rented for $60, and
a Mr. Nilson was paid $30 for the rent of his home.

Records indicate

that the church facilities were still being rented as late as March,
18731 at a charge of $37«50 a month.
Crowded and temporary conditions continued until 187^ when the
community felt finally that the old frame building on Rodney Street did
not fill the needs of the people or the students of school age.

The

school board, consisting of Daniel Corbin, W. F. Sanders, Anton M. Holter,
and Abram Sands, was determined to answer the needs of the community in
its educational affairs to leave a monument of their stewardship in the
shape of a new school building.
It was ordered that $6000 be levied upon the property
of said school district for 1875 and collected as a special
tax to enable the trustees with said sum and such other sum
as is now in possession of the board and applicable to that
purpose to construct a new schoolhouse for said district.
(6:4-13-1875)
At this meeting of the board, held the 13^ of April, 1875, it was
ordered that this proposition be submitted to the qualified electors at
an election to be held at Rodney Street School on May 5- of the same
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year.

With the passage of this tax, along with the S^OOO collected back

in 1871» the board now had the necessary money to begin construction of
the new building.

(10)

A suitable site for this building had previously been obtained
when M. F. Truett, Probate Judge, entering the township in 1868, set
aside the entire block bounded by Hoy, Lawrence, and Warren Streets.
This entire block, where Central School now stands, was purchased for an
astounding $90,000.

At the time of purchase, the tract was occupied by

the village cemetery, which was moved to its present location on Benton
Avenue.

The entrance to the cemetery before it was moved was reported

to have been between the present 7- Avenue Gym and the city auditorium,
once located at the corner of 7^ and Warren.

(29)

The contract for construction was signed July 26, 1875^ in the
office of Cornelius Hedges, Superintendent of Public Instruction, with
trustees D. C. Corbin, A. M. Holter, and Wilbur F. Sanders present. (12)
After approximately five months of construction, the building was
completed some time around new years, 1876, and was officially opened
with a great ceremony on January 5-? at which time the keys were turned
over to the new principal, Mr. Charles Wheeler.

It was reported that the

dedication ended "in ceremonies which attracted a throng that overflowed
its spacious auditorium, leaving hundreds to stand outside.

Members of

the Supreme Court and of both branches of the legislature attended.

(12)

Facing Warren Street, Graded School Number 1, as it was officially
named, contained seven classrooms, each with a capacity of 60 pupils, and
an auditorium with a capacity of 450.

It was a brick building costing

some $25,000, and was furnished with regular school furniture, maps,
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etc.

"At the time of the construction of Old Central, its cost was equal

to the cost of all of the other school building in the territory."

(29)

The value of the site, building, and facilities was estimated to be
$116,375.

Figure 2.

Graded School Number 1.
(Courtesy of John Schroeder)

It is worthy of noting that all attempts at successful grading of
the schools in Helena amounted to but little prior to the erection of
this building.

It was professor Wheeler who organized the first system

of graded schools in the territory, with Mr. H. E. Rolfe, his successor,
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who organized the first and oldest high school in the state.

Mr. Wheeler

was principal in the new building for one year before returning to the
east, while Mr. Rolfe remained in that capacity for three years.
Under its roof assembled the students of the first
graded school in the territory, here was inaugurated the
first kindergarten school in the territory, here was
established the first high school in the territory.
(29)
At the majority vote of the public, the board was authorized to
hold a sale for the Rodney School property.

This sale took place on

Saturday, October 30, 1873While the construction of the graded school was capturing the
attention of most of the people of this area, other interesting develop¬
ments were taking place.

This school board reported on January 30, l8?3,

that they had decided to send all the colored children of the district
to the Sisters of Charity for schooling provided the Sisters would take
them for a sum of $30 per month.

(10)

At approximately the same time, Professor Rolfe was instructed to
exclude all decorations from the walls of the school rooms.
School development in the city of Helena was making great strides
by the mid-l870s as can be seen by increased public interest.

To help

solidify the functions of the district, the school board felt it desirous
to draw up and publicly post the boundary lines of the school district.
It was felt that such boundaries v/ould eventually lead to fewer problems
concerning the admittance or rejection of tuition students.

Although

these boundaries have been changed several times since, the following
appears to be the first publicly stated boundary lines of School District
Number 1.

20

The Helena School District No. 1 is included within the
following boundary lines: commencing at Nicholas Kesslers, on
Ten Mile, and running from thence to Silver City, from thence
due east to the Benton and Virginia road, thence along the line
of said road to the boundary line between Jefferson and Lewis
and Clarke counties, along said line to the head of Grizzly
Gulch, thence directly to Springville, on Grizzly Gulch, and
thence direct to the point of beginning, at Kesslers on Ten
Mile. The district takes in all the lands lying on the east
side of Grizzly Gulch including Unionville and both sides of
Grizzly Gulch from Springville to its mouth.
(6)
Running contrary to the beliefs of the entire community, the
graded school was soon unable to house all the children desiring
an education in a rapidly growing Helena.

On December 1, 1877? it was

reported that Mr. Gilpatrick had been appointed a committee to see if
the basement of the M. E. Church could once more be obtained for the
purpose of establishing a primary department in connection with the
graded school.

(10)

By late February no satisfactory progress had been

made in obtaining such facilities, making it apparent that other provi¬
sions had to be made rather soon if the increasing school housing problem
was to be met.
To make problems more complex, a threat in the latter part of the
1876-1877 school term that the term might be discontinued due to insuf¬
ficient funds appeared.

A special election was held at which time the

people of the community approved a one mill tax levy for the purpose of
continuing the school term.

To further ease existing problems,

it was

resolved on September 12, 1877? that children under six years of age not
be admitted to attend school in the district.

(10)

Further mention of the colored school was made in the board
minutes

of September 30, 1879*

It was decided that the children should

be furnished a school by the district instead of being sent to the Sisters
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of Charity.

They decided to rent a room for colored children until a new

school could be constructed.

The new building, the location of which is

not known, was to be a 16 x 28 foot frame structure on a brick foundation.
It was designed to accommodate approximately 25 students.
In 1879? the growth of Helena and the convenience of scholars of
the primary grades compelled the construction of two new buildings, one
to be on the west side, the other on the south side.

These two buildings

were to provide an additional seating capacity of 150.
The school board, on March 11, of that year made a personal visit
to the west side of town with the view of finding a location to establish
a branch school for that section of town.

The 300 square foot site

finally selected, which is also the site of the present Hawthorne build¬
ing, located between Harrison and Madison Avenues, was purchased for
$45,000.

The construction contract was let in May of 1879? at $2465

exclusive of foundation, with the completion date set at October 1 of
that year.

At its completion it was a brick building containing two

rooms, one of which was furnished and opened as a primary school during
October of the year.

Its grade corresponded with the second and third

primary departments of the main school.

The board expected to furnish

the other room and organize a second school the next year with a grade
corresponding to the first primary.

(5)

The school constructed on the south side in the same year con¬
tained approximately four rooms, cost roughly $3500, and was also a
brick structure.

It was named the Lissner School and was located at the

corner of Pine and South Warren.

22

With the completion of these two schools, the value of the three
buildings belonging to the district was brought to §^0,000, with their
combined seating capacity accommodating 600 students.
On October 22, l8?9i it was reported that the "clerk was instruct¬
ed to furnish the teacher on the west side with a rawhide and to state to
her that the trustees authorized her to use same on unruly pupils when¬
ever in her judgment occasion required."

(10)

Pupils residing out of the district at this time were admitted to
the local schools, after examination, to the department for which they
were qualified.

Monthly tuition for these pupils was: high school S^.OO;

grammar school and first intermediate 33»00; second intermediate and
first primary $2.50; and second and third primary $2.00.
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Figure 3»

Lissner School.
(Courtesy of John Schroeder)
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CHAPTER IV
ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS FROM 1880 TO WORLD WAR II

As late as 1873» when the first school statistics of the terri¬
tory were published, the total of school age children in Lewis and
Clark County was only 638•

By 1880 this number had increased to nearly

1100 in Helena alone with the expectation that it would nearly double
in the next five years.

Clearly, education had achieved a permanent

and significant position in the community, as was shown by growing
public interest.
Curriculum
Emphasis to this point has been largely on the establishment of
proper facilities for school purposes with little mention of what was
being done within the classroom.

Teachers, some of whom were poorly

educated, needed standard guidelines for their teaching, especially if
there was to be some semblance of subject continuity throughout the
graded schools.

Although the first statewide course of study was not

published until 1897? by Cornelius Hedges, Helena had drawn up their
own course of study as early as 1879The following course of study, which gives a rather comprehensive
view of the curriculum of the graded schools of the 1880s, appeared in
the catalogue of Helena Graded Schools for the 1879-1880 school term.
Grammer School: Reading in the Fifth Reader; writing; drawing;
spelling and defining; geography; English grammer; arith¬
metic; and History of the United States.
First Intermediate: Reading in the Fourth Reader; writing;
drawing; spelling; geography; language lessons; and
arithmetic as far as fractions in normal union.
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Second Intermediate: Reading in the Third Reader; spelling,
writing; drawing; geography; one-third of Elementary
Language Primer; arithmetic, two-thirds of Brook's
Elementary; object lessons from natural history.
First Primary: Reading in the Second Reader; writing on slate
and blackboard; spelling by sound and by letter; oral
language lessons; arithmetic by Grube System to 100,
complete primary arithmetic and write to 100,000;
geography, oral lessons embracing map and physical
features of Montana; drawing on slates; and gymnastic
object lessons.
Second Primary: Reading in the First and Second Readers;
spelling by sound and by letter; writing and printing
on slates; drawing; oral language lessons; object
lessons; arithmetic by Grube System to 25, write and
count to 1000 and to MDCC.
Third Primary: Reading from charts, blackboard and primer —
order: 1. picture of object, 2. word, 3» name, 4. sounds
of letters; spelling by sound and by letter; writing
and printing reading lessons on slates; object lessons;
drawing; arithmetic by Grube System to 8, write to _GG,
and in Roman to L; and language lessons.
Exercises in declamation and composition were held in all the
rooms twice a month.

Public literary exercises were held in the

assembly room once a month.

(5)

Constant curriculum revision in education has taken place, even
during the early history of Helena's schools.

In evidence of this would

be the difference found between the preceeding course of study and the
following, which appeared three years later in the Annual Report of the
Helena Public Schools (1882-1883).

The major difference is that the

latter appears much more explicit and advanced, especially at the upper
elementary levels.
Grammar School: Reading in the Fifth and Sixth Readers; writing
in number six and seven Spencerian Copy Book; drawing;
spelling and defining; complete Swinton's Work Book; B
class complete Sill's English Grammar and Robertson's
arithmetic as far as interest; complete Monteith's Compre¬
hensive Geography; A class complete, beginning at interest,
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History of the United States; Latin grammar; and physical
geography.
First Intermediate: A class read in the Fifth Reader; write, using
number five Spencerian Copy Book; drawing; complete two
thirds of Swinton’s Work Book; begin with decimals and
complete as far as reduction of denominate numbers; in
geography, begin with the Middle Atlantic States, and fin¬
ish to Europe; English grammar; begin Sill's Grammar and
complete to page 60; B class read in Fourth Reader; write
in number five Spencerian Copy Book; one-third Swinton's
Work Book; drawing; arithmetic, common fractions; geog¬
raphy, beginning with Monteith's Comprehensive and com¬
plete to the Middle Atlantic States; grammar-language
lessons.
Second Intermediate: _A class read in the Fourth Reader; spelling
from Swinton's Work Book; writing from number four copy
book; drawing; geography; complete elementary grammar;
Ginn and Heath's elementary lessons in English; arithmetic
beginning with Robinson's arithmetic and completing as
far as fractions; B class read in Third Reader; writing
from number four copy book; spelling from Swinton's speller;
geography; arithmetic, completing the first book; grammar,
one half elementary lessons in English.
First Primary: Read in Second and Third Readers; writing with pen
and on blackboard; spelling by sound and by letter; oral
language lessons; arithmetic by Grube system to 100, com¬
plete primary arithmetic, and write to 100,000; geography,
oral lessons embracing map and physical features of
Montana; drawing on slates; gymnastic object lessons.
Second Primary: Reading in Second Reader; spelling by sound and
by letter; writing and printing on slates; drawing; oral
language lessons; object lessons; arithmetic by Grube
System to 40, multiplication table to 12, write and count
to 1000 and to MDCC; spell and define all the principal
words in the reading lessons.
Third Primary: Reading from charts, blackboard and primer — order;
1. picture of object, 2. work, 3- name, 4. sounds of let¬
ters; spelling by sound and by letter; writing and printing
reading lessons on slates; object lessons; drawing; arith¬
metic by Grube System to 12, write to 100, in Roman to L;
language lessons; read from primary reader.
(2)
It was felt that if the standard of the schools was to be advanced
it could be done only be maintaining the grade by strictly adhering to
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the outlined course of study and by assigning; the pupils to their proper
classes.

Meeting Needs of the l880s
The grade school attendance for the l880-l88l school term was
5^3? increasing to 577 the next year.

Irregularity of attendance

created additional problems to the already crowded classrooms, each
teacher having from fifty to seventy-five pupils in his classroom.

It

was reported in the Catalogue of Helena Graded Schools for the l88l1882 school year that "with the present year the utmost seating capa¬
city of all schools will be reached, and the time has come to consider
further accommodations.”

(5)

To further magnify the already crowded

circumstances, the people, in a special vote of May 13, 1882, cast a
majority vote in favor of discontinuing the separate school for colored
children.

With the passage of this vote, the colored school was to be

closed, leaving even more children to attend the graded buildings. (10)
The school board immediately went to work on the problem.

Minutes

of the July 16, 1883* meeting reported that R. Lockey had been appointed
to interview the property owners on the east side with the intention
of obtaining a sight for a schoolhouse on that side of town.

(10)

His

report back to the board revealed that suitable lots in that area cost
from $1000 to $1400, which was believed to be too high.

It was then

ordered that the trustees contribute the sum of $500 toward purchasing
a suitable piece of ground for a schoolhouse on the east side with the provision

that the parties interested in having such facilities there

would contribute the balance necessary to procure a suitable site.
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Apparently the residents of the east side met the terms of the
board and provided the necessary funds, as lots 11-14 of block 6 were
purchased at a cost of $3000.

In the same year, 18831 a- schoolhouse,

later named Lincoln School, was constructed at the corner of Prospect
and Hoback.

This building cost $3000 to construct and $400 to furnish,

bringing the total, including the site, to $6400.

Two years later a

second story was added to this building with Andrews and Peilly receiv¬
ing the bid for $2042.13The school board, on May 9i 1883» made and passed a motion that
the south side school property be condemned and that the question of
condemning and selling the school be submitted to a vote of the public
on June 30^ of the same year.

(10)

Records regarding this matter are

very unclear, but this seems to be the Lissner School on the comer of
Pine and South Warren.

Of the seven votes cast on this issue, all were

in favor of selling the property and building.

Mrs. E. J. Howard later

purchased the lot and building for $800 cash.
Intent on constructing a building in the sixth ward, the board
purchased lots 3-8, block 44 in the N. P. addition, for $360 from
Colonel Lamborn.
$3000.

Their intentions were to build a school costing about

J. A. Macdougald and Company received the bid for construction

of the ’’depot school" for $4342 on August 5* 1885- (10)

This building,

later called Bryant School, originally consisted of two rooms.

In June

of 1888 the public voted the spending of $3000 for a four room addition
to this school.
Since the Lissner School and property had been sold and a size¬
able public petition was presented to the board, it was proposed that a
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suitable building be constructed in a new location on the south side
for the purpose of housing first and second graders.

Plans moved rapid¬

ly, as shortly after the decision to have such a building, a suitable
site, the location of which is unclear, was purchased for $30.

W. H.

Merrett was awarded the construction bid for this school in the amount
of $^500.

This building, which was named First Ward School, was com¬

pleted and satisfactorily accepted on March 21, l88?. (10)

Figure

b,

Bryant School 1886.
(Courtesy of L. Jorud)

School buildings in Helena during the mid l880s were equipped
with electric bells as suggested by the Bell Telephone Company, with
the exception of Central School, which still uses a replacement of the
old bell once placed atop the original building.
It is evident at this point that the people of Helena were, and
still are, very generous when it comes to providing substantial build¬
ings and such in which to carry on the work of instruction.
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The l883-l886 school term opened with a corps of sixteen teachers.
Teachers who were qualified to teach were extremely hard to come by, as
is still the case today.
were very poor.

Territorial provisions for teacher training

An interesting sidelight regarding teacher training of

the 1880s is found in the 1885-1886 Annual Report of the Helena Public
Schools.

It is mentioned that it ’’usually takes weeks or months of

study and practice to become proficient in teaching.”

(2)

The Superintendent of Schools in Helena, 1885-1886, L. C. Howard,
stated that the best results in teacher training come from high school
graduates or students in advanced high school classes.

He proposed that

if they wished to teach, they should take such a course of training in
the Helena Schools.

This type of course would amount to a course of

observation and practice in the work and methods of a given grade, under
proper supervision in the room of a skillful teacher.

Such a course

was believed to be of no expense to the board, and little to the mem¬
bers of the class beyond the demands of their time.

(2)

It is inter¬

esting to note that many of our present college training programs for
teachers include some aspects of the same practice.
Expenses of a teacher in Helena in the 1880s amounted to about
$A0 per month as compared to about $20 in other areas of the country,
but the yearly salaries ranged from $600 to $800 as compared to $450
to $600 in other states.

(5)

In the meantime, people on the west side of town expressed the
desire for additional school facilities for their children.

Records of

May 7, 1887, reveal that they passed an election for a special tax and
issuance

of bonds to provide funds for an addition to the Hawthorne
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School.

Mr. W. Y. Simington was awarded the bid for what appeared to

be a four room addition for $8621.

Construction was completed later

the same fall, more than doubling the capacity of schools on the v/est
side.

Figure Hawthorne School 188?.
(Courtesy of L. Jorud)
On September 21,

1888,

the board granted permission to a petition

asking for permission to use one of the schoolhouses of

the district for

church services in behalf of the colored people of Helena.
room of the Hawthorne School was assigned to them.

A vacant

(10)

With the insurmountable increase in enrollment the next year, the
following temporary rooms had to be rented until new buildings could be

32
arranged for: the basement of the M. E. Church; a room from Hill and
Hannill on Rodney Street; two rooms from Herrmann and Company; and one
room from J. B. Sanford on Benton Avenue.

Rapid Building of the 1890s
The total value of school property in the district in
listed as being S3^9i300-

(24)

1890 was

During the two years preceeding 1891,

Helena was reported to have spent over

$200,000

on her public schools.

This was in keeping with the fact that the city claimed to be the rich¬
est city of its size in the world, its population being 20,000 and its
assessed valuation of its real estate being over $19,000,000. (33:2)
Clearly recognizing future needs for building facilities, the
board submitted the question of issuing $100,000 worth of coupon bonds,
for the purpose of building additional school buildings, to the people.
The proposition, presented on April 3, 1890, carried almost unanimously.
(24)

With this money the trustees intended to purchase sites for and

construct at least three elementary buildings.
A special election was held in the spring of I89O to vote on the
selling of lot one of block nine, on which the First Ward School was
located.

Proceeds from this sale were to be applied toward the purchase

of ground in a different locality of the same ward along with the
erection of a public school building.

Of the nineteen votes cast, all

were in favor of selling the property and school.
on June 28^ in which all bids were rejected.

The sale took place

Immediately, the board

called for sealed bids, of which M. Lissner's was high, his being $3255(10)

The district was allowed to use this building until November 1st
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in case the new building was not completed.

As it turned out, the board

later had to rent the building from Lissner until the 31st of March.
To meet the needs for a building in the first ward, lots three,
four, five, and twenty feet of lot six, block 360, were purchased for the
sum of $6500.

This location was on South Rodney Street between Spruce

and Floral Streets.

Plans for a two room building with the capability of

having two more rooms added at a future date were submitted by F. W.
Williams on July 7i l891« (10)
The school board, of which R. H. Howie, S. C. Gilpatrick, W. H.
Guthrie were members, gave the bid for construction of the new school

Figure 6.

Emerson School
(Courtesy of L. Jorud)

3^
in the first ward to A. M. Carter on July 16, 1890.

Emerson School, as

it was named, was completed the same fall at a cost of $20,146, with
furnishings costing some $4300.

The total cost for the building, in¬

cluding site, was thus brought to $30?946. (25)
In order to get the construction of a building in the seventh
ward under way, lots 1, 2, 3, and 4, block 2, in the Chris Kench
Addition was purchased.

Costing some

$3000, the site of the building

was, and still is, the corner of Highland and Dakota.

Plans were sub¬

mitted by F. M. Williams, with bids opening on September 22, 1891.
Construction was completed and the building was accepted by late
December of the same year.

Upon completion, the complete cost amounted

to $20,845, with furnishings costing $2845, the building costing $15,000,
and the site costing

$3,000.

(25)

This three story, five room build¬

ing, including a finished basement, was originally planned to be built
of sandstone but was later changed to granite. An interesting sidelight
is that some 40 percent of this building consists of hallway and
stairways.
Thus, Jefferson School opened v/ith the original teaching staff
being Satie Crum, Mary C. Mathias, Eva Miller, Sarepta Sanders, and
Jennie Wortman.

The first five grades were open with a total of l8l

children attending.

(14)

The durability of this building is attested to by the fact that
the same structure, now called Old Jefferson School, is still standing
and is frequently reopened for temporary measures.

Slight damage by

wind in 1892 and by the earthquakes of the 1930s were reported, but
amounted to but little.

Looking like a huge mansion perched upon the
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side of the hill, it still finds many adults and children of the
community passing by to recall pleasant memories of their school days.

Figure 7-

Jefferson School
(Courtesy of L. Jorud)

The board announced on September 9? 1891* that it would receive
sealed proposals for the erection of a school building on lots 13 through
19 and lots 23 through 25 of block 75 in the first ward.
previously been purchased for $1200. (10)
S. Carlson for a reported $3989»

This site had

The contract was awarded to

This building, named Sheridan School,

was built on the corner of Meagher and Donaldson Streets at a cost of
$3981.

The total cost of the building, site, and furnishings came to
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$5681.

In September of 1896, it was ordered that all the grades of this

building except primary grades be transferred to the Hawthorne building
in order to enable remodeling to take place in a safe manner.

The pri¬

mary grades were to continue in the building during the remodeling but
only on a half day basis.
Due to the continued increase in population during the construc¬
tion of the Jefferson, Emerson, and Sheridan schools, the following rooms
had to be rented for temporary instruction: one room in the Electric
Light Building on the corner of Park Street and Sixth Avenue; the base¬
ment of the German Methodist Church on the corner of Rodney and Ninth;
one room from Ruben and Klim on South Main; two rooms on Rodney Street
between Fifth and Sixth Avenues; one room on the corner of Hoback and
Fifth Avenue; two rooms on the corner of Blake Street and Hillsdale
Avenue.

Cne more room was also opened in the Bryant building.

(24)

Additional teachers were hired to manage these rooms.
Seeing the need for even further financial assistance, the public
approved, at an election of April 4, 1891, the selling of $100,000 worth
of additional bonds.

This money was to be used for the completion of

the Jefferson and Sheridan buildings, the enlargement of the Hawthorne
building by adding two rooms to make it an eight room building, the
purchase of ground and erection of four rooms of an eight room building
near the cemetery in the fifth ward, the purchase of ground and
construction of four rooms of an eight room building near the Northern
Pacific depot in the sixth ward, and for the purpose of providing a new
heating plant for Central School in the fourth ward.
were authorized sold on April 10, 1891.

(10)

These bonds

To further insure meeting of the
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school

needs,

an election was reported to have passed, June 11, 1891,

for the authorization of the sale of yet an additional $150,000 worth
of coupon bonds to be used for the same purpose.

(10)

An election was held for the purpose of considering the purchase
of future building sites on December 5» I89I1 one being block 22, lots
1 through

k

and 13 through 16, in the Flower Garden Addition or some

other block in the vicinity north of the Northern Pacific depot, the
other being a block of ground near the Broadwater Addition.

This

measure was immediately passed, but only the site in the Flower Garden
Addition was purchased at that time, it costing $3725* (10)

Plans for

the new sixth ward building to be built on the west half of this site
were submitted by F. M. Williams and formally accepted on April 9* 1892.
The contract for the construction of a four room building was awarded to
Sanden and Carlson for $14,682. (10)

Construction was completed by

August 24y? of the same year, with the building, located on Aspen between
Cooke and Roberts Streets and one block north of the present Lincoln
School, being named Carey School.

After paying $2270 for furnishings,

the total cost mounted to $20,227» this including building and site.
Sanden and Carlson also received the bid for remodeling and en¬
larging the Howthorne School in the fifth ward, this bid being awarded
June 16, 1892, for an stimated $4100. (10)

Completion of this work

came sometime during late August or early September of the same year.
At about the same time as the construction of these several ele¬
mentary schools, a committee was appointed by the board on February 15,
1892, to meet with representatives from the city.

These representatives

were interested in leasing a portion of the lot on which Central School

is located for purposes of building and maintaining a city library and
public auditorium.

(10)

As a result of this meeting, the city

constructed such a building on the corner of Warren Street and Seventh
Avenue.

Figure nine shows its location in relation to the original

Central building and the old High School building.
been torn down sometime during the 1930s.

Figure 8.

Carey School
(Courtesy of L. Jorud)

It appears to have

39

Figure 9-

City Auditorium (right), Central School (center), and
High School (left)
(Courtesy of John Schroeder)

In fulfillment of the previous decision of the public to purchase
a site in the Broadwater Addition, the school board announced on June

29, 18931 that they had purchased the east half of block

in that

area from the Broadwater Estate for $3300 for the purpose of construc¬
ting a school.

Paulson and Lavelle’s plans for four rooms of a future

eight room building were immediately accepted, with the contract being
awarded to Sanden and Carlson for $10,980. (10)

Completed on October

27^ of the same year, the "Broadwater School" immediately eased the
attendance load on the Hawthorne School.

4o

Figure 10.

Broadwater School
(Courtesy of L. Jorud)

With the exception of minor remodeling and repairs, the
construction of the Broadwater School marked the end of the building
construction witnessed by Helena residents during the late l800s.
Attendance by elementary schools in 1893» exclusive of Broadwater
which was still being constructed at the time of the count, was as
follows: Central 500; Hawthorne 37^; Jefferson l8l; Emerson 321;
Bryant 229; Lincoln 91; Carey 57; Sheridan 70.

These buildings, along

with the high school required 44 teachers to perform the instruction.
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Insurance carried on the elementary buildings in 1893 was as fol¬
lows: Central $18,000; Hawthorne $13,000; Bryant $8000; Carey $8000;
Lincoln $1500; Emerson $10,000; Jefferson $7500; and Sheridan School
not being insured.

(10)

Buildings of the late l800s, some even later, were heated by
wood and coal stoves located within the classrooms.

Chimneys on many

of the buildings had to be lengthened so as to prevent the stoves from
smoking.

Ash boxes in turn proved to be an inconvenience in that they

needed to be cleaned frequently.

The first building in the Helena

System to have the luxury of steam heat was Central School, that being
installed in l891»

Bryant School, which was remodeled in 1896, was also

equipped with steam heating.
As late as

1896,

drinking water was provided in open buckets or

pails, with the students drinking from dippers.

On May 1,

1896,

a

resolution was passed "that the Principal of each building shall see
that the use of buckets, or pails, for drinking water be dispensed with,
and that the children get their drinking water direct from the hydrant.”

(10)
Summer schools had been conducted in the city as far back as the
l870s, but they were not operated by the public schools of the district
other than the fact that school facilities had been rented for private
summer school purposes.

These schools were taught by interested

teachers and citizens needing summer employment.
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Developments of the Early 1900s
With the completion of the elementary schools of the early l890s,
ample and proper educational facilities were once again provided for the
necessary work of the district.

A period of relative calm concerning

the city schools came over the decade 1900 to 1910, wherein only minor,
but significant, changes and developments took place.
At a school board meeting of September l8, 1900, it was ordered
that the pupils and teachers of Sheridan School be moved to Emerson
School on Rodney Street and that Sheridan School be closed indefinately.
(10)

Reasons for this action were not made clear in the school records,

although it appears that constant repairs and remodeling of the brick
structure proved to be a financial drain on the district.
Due to expanded enrollment in the Central School area, and to the
close proximity of the old high school, a primary department was opened
in the vacant rooms of the high school building.

Principal of this

department was Miss Long.
Board minutes of April 22, 1903, reveal that the board entered a
complaint to the city marshall regarding a break-in of the Carey School.
Details were not revealed as to property damaged or taken, but the clerk
was instructed to have a ’’board" painted and posted on the building of¬
fering a $25 reward for evidence leading to the conviction of anyone
breaking into the building or damaging the premises. (10)

Carey School

closed shortly after this and was not mentioned again until a petition
was made by the people of the N. P. area in September of 1908 for its
reopening.

This petition however, was denied, the school remained closed.
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In reaction to the severe fires of April 28, 1869, November 7,

1869, October 1, 18711 and January 9i 187^? each claiming much of
Helena's main business and residential areas, the board, on February 15,
1904, added provisions for unannounced fire drills twice a month to the
bylaws of the district.

(10)

An attempt was made to boast of the fine facilities for education
in Helena when the school board, on February 15, 1904, ordered photographs
to

be taken of some of the school rooms and buildings.

These pictures

were to be part of an exhibit to be made in St. Louis at the ''Louisiana
Purchase Exposition" that same year.

Expenses incurred for this project

were not to exceed $40. (10)
By order of the City Board of Health, in an attempt to insure the
health and well being of the children of the city schools, ordered the
disinfection of all of the school buildings before their opening in the
fall.
The opening of the 1905-1906 school term found the monthly salary
for the teachers, as reported by the county superintendent of schools,
amounting to $155.20 for males and $81.90 for females.

The average

length of the school term at this time was approximately six months. (30)
Children in the various schools of the city were given permission
by the board, on Nay 14, 1906, to contribute to the building of a school
in San Francisco.

Contributions were to be made on a voluntary basis

and were to be limited to 100 for each high school student and 50 for
each student of the elementary grades.

(10)

It was reported on April 8, 1907? that by act of the State Legis¬
lature, School District Number 1 of Helena had become a school district

of "the first class."

(10)

A motion was made by the board on December 10, 1906, to form a
committee for the purpose of looking into the feasability of erecting
a building on the Central School grounds.

Such a building would provide

a central heating plant for the high school and for the manual training
room, located in Central School, along with a gymnasium and auditorium.
Estimated cost without the actual heating equipment was $>20,000.
(10)

A further motion was made to submit to the people the issue of a

special levy for the building.

The election, held in June 190?i carried,

authorizing the board to issue bonds to the amount of $>2-6,000.

The

following month the board met to decide on the exact location, the corner
of Seventh Avenue and Allen Street being selected.

F. Jacoby and Son

received the bid for construction, which was completed by early 1908.
After the building of the new high school in the 1930s, this
gymnasium and auditorium was utilized by Central School.
A big moment was experienced by some of the staff members when
on October 17, 1908, the board authorized the installation of telephones
in the high school, and Hawthorne, Jefferson, Emerson, Bryant, and
Broadwater Schools. (10)

Communications were thus grossly improved,

with many of the administrators and staff members delighting in the fact
that they now didn't have to travel great distances or await a group
meeting for the purpose of discussing routine matters.
In November of the same year the district purchased circular fire
escapes for Bryant, Emerson and Jefferson elementary schools, as well
as for the High School.

These large cylinder shaped objects, which were

constructed of tin, were fastened to the outside of the buildings.

An
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entrance from the interior of the building allowed the children to enter
and slide down the circular slide within.

As late as I966-I967 when the

writer taught in the Old Jefferson School, the children would delight
in getting the opportunity to use the original fire escape, which was
entered from the third floor.
Although the exact date is not known, the Lincoln School on the
corner of Prospect and Hoback was closed sometime shortly after the turn
of the century. On May 10, 1909? the board received a petition from the
people in that area for the reopening of that school.

In response to

this petition, the board ordered one room be opened for the next school
year, with yet another room being opened the year after. (10)
Feeling the need for additional space in the sixth ward, the board,
on June 14, 1909* authorized a committee to investigate the remodeling
of the Bryant School to make it a ten room building.

(10)

A personal interview on March 20, 1968, with Theo Smith Guffey,
a long time teacher in the Helena schools, particularly Bryant School,
revealed that her first view of this building upon her first teaching
assignment in Helena in 1909 was rather startling.

She mentioned that

it was a six room building which had been "painted to the point of
being literally caked with paint."
consisting of noisy wooden steps.

It contained a double stairway
According to Mrs. Guffey, this

building was eventually torn down on account of its poor condition.
The repairs and remodeling that the board had previously planned were
evidentally found to cost too much, thus postponing such plans for the
time being.

A new proposition was presented to the board in April of 1910,
this one concerning construction of a new school building in the sixth
ward instead of remodeling the existing one.

It was proposed: that the

building contain ten rooms, each being 28 x 32 feet with a seating cap¬
acity of AO pupils; that it have a basement heating plant and rooms to
be used for play and manual training; and that it have a concrete base¬
ment and be of brick construction.
to be no more than $45,000.

Total cost, excluding furniture, was

An election of the public at about the

same time authorized the sale of $50,000 worth of bonds.

The bid for

construction was soon let, but due to the failure of the sale of the
bonds, the contractor was allowed to withdraw his bid.

Thus, another

attempt to provide more school facilities in the sixth ward failed.
The board, on June 10, 1912, decided once again to put to public
vote the task of providing a new building in the sixth ward by asking
them to vote on the sale of $70,000 in bonds. (10)

The vote carried and

this time the bonds were successfully sold to John Nuveen and Company
of Chicago.

With the financial complications finally taken care of, the

school board could at last proceed on the long delayed plans.
A committee on repairs and grounds was authorized to make
necessary expenditures in repairing and equipping the Carey School build¬
ing so that it might be opened to accommodate the Bryant School students
during the construction of the new building.

Provisions were also to be

made for the renting of a suitable room south of the railroad tracks
for accommodating a kindergarten department.
After repairs were made on the Carey building and the children
were transferred, the old Bryant School was torn down.

Part of the

original foundation was saved in order that it could be used in the new
school.

The contract for the construction was awarded to John Dryburgh

for S45,633I with the completion date set at July 1, 1913*
The superintendent of schools reported to the board on December 8,
1913i that the New Bryant School, a two story eight room brick structure,
on the original site of the corner of Boulder Avenue and Harris Street,
had been occupied on December 1, with instruction to begin on December
11. (10)

Insurance on this new structure was immediately set at $20,000.

The following illustration shows this building shortly after construction.

/
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Figure 11.

Bryant School 1913
(Courtesy of L. Jorud)

Rather unique features of this building at the time of completion
included the beautiful woodwork, the spacious cloakrooms, the drinking
fountain located in the hall, and the iron fence and oak trees located
on the grounds.
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Not long after the opening of Bryant School, the school board,
upon the superintendents recommendation, ordered an ungraded depart¬
ment be opened in the same building.
Residents on the west side submitted a petition to the board on
May 13, 19i2, asking that a kindergarten building be erected on the
Hawthorne School grounds. (10)

Shortly after approval was given to this

petition, advertisements for bids for a brick bungalow structure were
entered in the local newspaper.

The contract was awarded to Louis Berg

for $7270-68, with completion being reported by the board on April IQ,
1913As Helena has since discontinued the kindergarten program from
their public school offerings, this building is now used for other pur¬
poses, namely, administrative offices, audio-visual materials center,
and resource library.

It is currently called the Hawthorne Annex or

Bungalow.
Sincere concern had steadily mounted regarding the children attend¬
ing school in the city who were experiencing constant frustration and
failure in their school tasks.

In accordance with this concern, the

board contacted a Miss L. Edna Slugg to come to Helena for one or two
months at the beginning of the 1913-1914 school term for the purpose of
starting a department for slow and deficient pupils.

On October 30,

1913, Miss Slugg reported to the board that in light of her investigation
of the children of Helena with reference to their normal or abnormal
growth, development, and progress, she would recommend the organization
of three classes for retarded pupils with employment of an expert teacher
and two assistants. (10)

Acting on this recommendation, the school
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board formed three classes, one in Jefferson, Central, and Hawthorne
schools respectively.

These rooms made up what was known as the depart¬

ment for retarded and defective children, later called the opportunity
classes.

The success of this program is evident as Miss Slugg was

rehired for the next year.
The people of the west main district, in an attempt to secure ed¬
ucational facilities closer to their immediate area, submitted a petition
for the reopening of Sheridan School to the board on September l4, 1914.
This request was later denied with the reasoning that there was at that
time an insufficient number of children in the area to warrant its open¬
ing. (10)

A fire was reported in this school in December of the next

year, the damage of which was never accurately determined.
Although Central School had served the community very well since
its construction in 1876, it was soon evident that it was reaching the
point of being too small.

In March of 1914, the school board considered

enlarging it by adding an addition.

The sale of $50,000 in bonds was

approved by the public on April 4, 1914, for the purpose of constructing
such an addition.

The bid was awarded to Ketchum and Berg for $36,973.

(10)
This structure, which amounted to the first addition of an entire¬
ly new and separate building from the original building, v/as completed
by early 1915 at a cost of $36,165.

The following illustration shows

that the new building was built immediately behind (west) the original
building.

The old building v/as allowed to stand on that location for

another six years before being torn down, at which time the new building
was allowed to take the name of Central School.
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Figure 12.

First Addition - New Central School
(Courtesy of Central School P.T.A.)

The superintendent of schools presented a salary schedule to the
teachers in April of 1918, which v/as immediately met with agreement.
According to this schedule, the maximum salary for elementary teachers
was set at $1400.

Principal’s salaries ranged from S1500 to $2100 de¬

pending on the number of classrooms in the building under their juris¬
diction.
By order of the board on January 15, 1921, Lincoln School was
once again closed.

(10)

The pupils attending the building at the time

were to be transferred to other buildings of the district, providing
that the change would not make it necessary for them to walk unreasonable
distances.

No complaints were registered, so the closure was completed.
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In an attempt to get a new building constructed on the Hawthorne
School grounds, a committee appeared before the board on May 21, 1919They were informed by the chairman of the board that the current state¬
ment of that years assessed evaluation of the property of the district
showed that, under law limiting bond issues, it would be impossible for
the district to make any further bond issues until the present method
was changed, or the assessed valuation was greatly increased. (10)

The

following November, however, it was reported that a recent court deci¬
sion had made it possible for the district to issue bonds for new build¬
ings if the board so desired.
With the legal complications of issuing bonds taken care of, the
board, early the next year, submitted the matter of selling $225,000
worth of bonds for the construction of a new school on the Hawthorne
grounds and a second unit onto the new Central School to the public.
This issue carried unanimously, clearing the way for the construction
of the new school plants.
Bids were let for the construction of the second unit to Central
School almost immediately.

The construction bid included tearing down

and removing the Old Central building.

When the public heard of the

plans to demolish this historic old building, many were angered.

Several

felt it wasn’t the time to tear it down, as with some repairs it was
felt it could continue to render service to the community.

James

Sanders, a former student in the old building wrote the following
concerning the issue:
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"There is much feeling over the threat of its removal
in these hard times. It is a little out of style perhaps
and not in accord with modern or rather recent models of
school structures but at the same time it might be permitted
to enjoy many years of usefulness." (29)
Regardless of public sentiment, plans proceeded as scheduled.
While construction took place, the children who had been attending the
old building had to be accommodated elsewhere.

As a result, the follow¬

ing temporary rooms were opened: two rooms in the first unit of Central
School (the one built in 1915); two rooms in the high school; two in the
Grandon Hotel; one in the Baptist Church; and one in the Lincoln School.
Upon completion of construction, the second addition was found
to have cost $69,^33* bringing the total for both section of the Central
School to $105,598.

This new addition had been added to the west side

of the first addition, which is directly opposite the Warren Street side.

Figure 13.

New Central School 1921
(Courtesy of L. Jorud)
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With the old building having been removed, the New Central School could
now clearly be seen from Warren Street.

The following illustration

shows this view, which only a short time before would have been disrupt¬
ed by the old building.
Nearly the same circumstances befell the construction of the new
Hawthorne School on the west side of town.

Public disapproval was ex¬

pressed regarding the tearing down of the original building, but was
generously appeased at the site of the new structure.
in 1921 it had cost a total of $1^2,665.

When finished

It was a three floor brick

building containing a kitchen, gymnasium and auditorium, faculty room,
and ample classrooms.

Figure 14.

Clearly, it was a monument to the times.

New Hawthorne School 1921
(Courtesy of L. Jorud)

The era of the Sheridan School finally came to an end when the
board reported on October 22, 1923, that arrangements had been made for
the wrecking of the building.

Everything of value was to be removed

from the grounds and all the bricks and refuse were to be thrown into
what remained of the cellar.
The matter of public kindergartens as financed by the school dis¬
trict was mentioned quite frequently in the school records.

The last

recorded kindergarten in the public schools was reported discontinued
for the 1922-1923 school year by the board on April IS, 1922 (10), with
no known record of similar facilities being operated by the district
anytime thereafter.

After this discontinuation, however, certain inter¬

ested individuals opened private kindergartens.

At first the district

agreed to loan these individuals tables and chairs and to sell them
whatever supplies they might need, but due to later circumstances, were
forced to charge for the use of equipment.
Mrs. H. M. Atlas held a private kindergarten in her home during
the 1923-1926 school year and paid the school district
on tables and chairs.

23d a week rent

The next year a private kindergarten was held in

the Hawthorne Bungalow, with a Si.00 a day fee paid for rent of the al¬
ready heated building, plus 230 per day for use of the equipment.
In an attempt to get the district to reopen public kindergartens,
a petition with over 200 signatures was submitted to the board on April
21, 1928.

After careful consideration, the board replied that the prop¬

osition was impossible at that time due to the shortage of funds.

(10)

Carey School, having been closed and reopened several times be¬
tween 1900 and 1930, demanded close attention of the school board.

On

June 11, 1928, the clerk v/as instructed to look after having that build¬
ing closed once again and to find someone to act as caretaker of the
property at a salary not to exceed $50 a year. (10)

The committee on

buildings and grounds reported to the board the preceeding April that
the matter of Carey School was becoming a problem as it had been broken
into recently and was subject to vandalism by reason of its isolated
location.

The committee was thus instructed to investigate the matter

further, also with the idea of salvaging the property.

On April 19, 1930,

the clerk was authorized by the board to advertise for bids on the sale
of the lots and building, jointly or separately, comprising the Carey
School in the sixth ward.

Records reveal that no bids were accepted, as

on January 21st of the following year one of the school board members
offered the suggestion that the board consider at some future time the
demolishing of the building. (10)

A special meeting was held for the

purpose of considering the demolishing on January 29, with the board
deciding to receive bids for such work.

Nelson and Stout were eventually

given the contract on a fifty-fifty basis, the school district receiving
half of the proceeds and the contractors receiving the other half.
Besides tearing down the building the contractors were also responsible
for selling the materials, which were estimated as being worth $5000.
Thus, the existance of Carey School was brought to an end.

The Earthquake Era
In early October of 1935, as the residents of Helena went about
their routine daily tasks, strange movements and rumblings of the earth
became noticable.

Little did they know that these movements were soon
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to grow in intensity to the point of causing serious damage to homes,
personal possessions, and even to the point of taking lives.

This brings

us to the historic time of the Helena earthquakes of 1935 wherein not
only businessmen suffered great losses, but also the school district
found itself confronted with many plaguing problems.
The first tremors, each lasting only seconds, were recorded on
October 3i 1935» with damage being very light.
people witnessed these mild tremors daily.

Later in October, the

So common had they become

that little heed was paid them, until on the l8th of the month, a sudden
shift of the earth brought on the first, but not the last, of the devas¬
tating earthquakes which rocked Helena.

So abrupt and shocking was this

that people were caught completely unaware.

The high school, which had

just been occupied on September 3rd of that year, and which cost approx¬
imately one-half million dollars, suffered damage estimated at
of its value.

30 percent

Fortunately, this damage was incurred just hours after

students had been dismissed for the day. (l:l8)
School was confined to plaster and firewalls.

Damage to the Central
Hawthorne, Broadwater,

Jefferson, and Emerson Schools reported very minor damage.
Tremors continued to come intermittently during the latter part
of October with the people once again becoming accustomed to them.

Re¬

pairs on property damaged from the October l8th quake were progressing
nicely.

Finally, on the morning of October 31st, when the people were

sleepily starting their day, what was considered the most violent quake
of all struck in two waves.

Unlike the others which lasted but a few

seconds then subsided, this one seemed to be never-ending.
ed to safety questioning when it would ever die away.

People rush¬

After what

seemed like hours of shaking and rocking, all became silent.

Slowly,

residents came forth from their places of safety to survey the damage.
This quake added such damage to the school buildings that
thought of holding school in them for some time was questionable.

The

new high school which had been damaged extensively by the earlier severe
quake was damaged beyond immediate repair.

Bryant School, above the

basement level, was almost a complete loss as far as all the outside
walls and most partitions were concerned. (1:3*0

Central and Hawthorne

schools, which had sustained only minor losses from the previous quake
were hit hard by this one.

The north end of Hawthorne was severely

damaged, along with a major portion of the top floor.

Concrete ramps in

each end were reported to have acted as braces which saved this building
from further damage.
The three smaller schools, Jefferson, Emerson, and Broadwater,
came through the shakes better than the others, even though they were
the oldest in the city.

What damage was incurred was found mostly in

the attic bracings and in cracked and fallen plaster in the classrooms.

(1:39)
Immediately, the school board declared an emergency to make nec¬
essary repairs on the buildings.

At their request, superintendent of

schools, R. C. Evans consulted with his principals as to possible ways
and means of continuing instruction while repairs were being made.
Through their discussions, two possibilities became clear.

The first

suggested was to repair Central, Hawthorne, Jefferson, Emerson and
Broadwater schools immediately if the inspecting engineers felt it was
advisable.

According to this plan the elementary and high school
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students would use these buildings each on a half day basis.

The school

board was unable to make use of the old high school at this time as it
was being rented to the Federal government for office use.

The second

suggestion was that of erecting a number of temporary barracks to take
care of either the high school pupils or all the pupils of the city on
a half day basis. (l:3^-35)
The school board, consisting of E. M. Hall, Mrs. Noble Lyman,
Milo Dean, Alex

Wardlaw, L. S. Hazard, Dr. T. L. Hawkins, and Clyde

Burgan, met in order to discuss these plans.

It was decided not to re¬

open any school or proceed with any temporary construction until a
qualified engineer thoroughly inspected each building and declared it
safe to repair for reopening.(1:35)
In response to the board’s request for a qualified engineer for
inspection purposes, H. J. Brunier, a construction engineer from San
Francisco, was hired.

When asked whether he would recommend building

temporary barracks or rebuilding and repairing the existing buildings,
he responded in favor of rebuilding and remodeling.
Following the recommendations by Mr. Brunier the board decided
to proceed with the repairs on the Central, Broadwater, Jefferson, and
Emerson buildings immediately.

Bryant and Hawthorne buildings were not

included in the list of repairs as Bryant was reported nearly totally
demolished and would need complete reconstruction, while after rein¬
spection of Hawthorne it was found to be in such bad condition that
major repairs would have to be performed before it could be safely
occupied. (l:Al)
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Debris was cleared away and necessary repairs were made as much
as the emergency required.

Public V/ork Administration employees were

used to assist in building repairs which were reported completed on
Emerson, Jefferson, and Broadwater schools on January 9i 1935. (10)
Work on Central was completed shortly thereafter, bringing the cost of
repairs to these four buildings to approximately $6378.
Arrangements for the children who had attended Bryant and Hawthorne
schools also had to be made.

After the matter was discussed with prin¬

cipal Dan Bock of Bryant school and C. P. Anderson, principal of Hawthorne,
and after a meeting was held with the people of these areas, it was de¬
cided that the following arrangements be made.

The Bryant children were

to be accommodated in the basement of Central, while the Hawthorne stud¬
ents would be cared for in Broadwater school, the Y.M.C.A., and the
Episcopal Church.

High school students were accommodated in railroad

cars donated by the Great Northern and Northern Pacific Railroads, locat¬
ed just off Lyndale Avenue.
the ’’school on wheels.”

The temporary high school was thus called

(l:4l)

Classes again assembled on January 6, 1936, with the superintendent
of schools reporting to the school board three days later that 85 percent
of the students were back in school again. (10)

It was felt that if the

term was extended to June 12^, and if Saturday sessions were held, the
time lost could be made up.
Another reason why the rebuilding and repairs of the new high
school and Bryant and Hawthorne schools was delayed was that the board
felt that some form of Federal support could be obtained.

With this in

mind, application was made to the Federal Emergency Administration of
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the Public Works Administration on November 18, 1935, for a loan and
grant for reconstruction of all three buildings. (10)

The grant was ob¬

tained and amounted to $310,200 but required that the school board raise
an additional $82,000.

In addition, the $100,000 in bonds already voted

would have to be deposited in the reconstruction account.
On December 10, 1936, the school board reported that the plans
for Bryant and Hawthorne school reconstruction were revised to meet the
requirements of the P.W.A. (10)

The plans for the Hawthorne building

were again submitted in February showing that the reconstruction would
cost about $39*000.

These plans advised that the damaged third floor be

eliminated instead of repaired as it would lessen the weight on the foot¬
ings.

It was also suggested that the ramps be left in to act again as

braces for future quakes.

Bids for reconstruction of both buildings

were finally let for a total of $128,650.
A carpenter’s union strike delayed the completion of the repairs
on the Hawthorne building making an extension of time necessary.

Work

was finally completed and the building was accepted on August 23, 1937,
at a final cost of $58,015. (10)

Its appearance after reconstruction is

much as it is today, that of a two story building.

The original brick

has been stuccoed over.
The writer gained some valuable impressions of this building in
a personal interview and guided tour of the Hawthorne building on March
18, 1968, by the current principal, Gerald Roth.

Of particular interest

is that the durability of this building is attested to by the fact that
it is today declared a national defense fallout shelter area.

A tour of

what remains of the third floor revealed the previously existing hallway,

6l

enabling one to imagine the classrooms which once bordered it.
After various proposals concerning the rebuilding of Bryant
School were submitted, the one that was finally accepted was that of
tearing down what remained of the brick walls of the damaged building
and constructing a building of wood frame, metal lathe and stucco, thus
making an earthquake resistant structure.

The original foundation of

the preexisting building was strengthened by adding cement columns and
piers in the basement at a cost of $6251.
Bryant School as it was accepted on January

The final cost of the New
1938, and exists today

on the corner of Boulder Avenue and Harris Street, was $9^»503.
With the completion of Bryant School the damage incurred by the
two serious earthquakes in October of 1935 had been completely repaired.
The total damage dealt to the school buildings of School Distruct Number
1 amounted to $572,431. (21)

Eight complete grades were now offered in

Bryant, Central, and Hawthorne schools, three grades were offered at the
Jefferson building, and four grades were offered at the Emerson and
Broadwater buildings.
An interview on April 8, 1968, with Earl Fellbaum, former super¬
intendent of Helena Public Schools, revealed some interesting facts
concerning the eight grade system as mentioned above.

It appears that

an attempt was made in the latter part of the 1930s to close all
elementary buildings except Bryant, Hawthorne, and Central by forming
what the district called the "junior high system."

Although a depart¬

mentalized program was offered for grades seven and eight, this was not
a junior high as Montana statuate terms it today.

At the same time, in

an attempt to provide specialized instruction to the seventh and eighth
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graders, the district hired what was later called the "bicycle riders."
These were special teachers of music, art, heme economics, industrial
arts, and physical education who traveled from building to building to
instruct the students.

They were called bicycle riders as originally

they rode bicycles from school to school because automobiles were
extremely uncommon.

These instructors were given extra compensation for

the inconvenience of traveling from school to school.

Although the

classes, which were originally available for older students only, were
discontinued around

1955i

similar classes with the exception of art,

home economics and industrial arts, are now available to elementary
students.
Indications that the school district had finally shaken off the
effects of the earthquakes and were once again providing good quality
education for the youngsters of Helena became evident through the
Diamond Jubilee publication of the Montana Record Herald.
With the advent of adequate space for both study and
play, a new era in curriculum, following the newest trends
in education was ushered in. Libraries were brought up to
date, showers and gyms were installed, new playground equip¬
ment was set in place, special rooms for adjustment purposes
were set aside, and new rooms for the school nurse were
provided.
(21)
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CHAPTER V
HELENA'S MODERN ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS — 1940-196?

The problems of the earthquakes era had just been satisfactorily
taken care of when the clouds of WW II were seen in the distance.

Re¬

gardless of the strain of war during the first part of the 1940s, the
demands of expanding school needs had to be met.

Throughout this period

and the period that followed the hard work of the school board and the
cooperation of the citizens of the community resulted in yet finer
buildings and facilities than before.

This period in the history of

Helena's public elementary schools might well be called the modern era
of schooling in Helena.

Developments Prior to the Outbreak of War
Sensing the need for additional facilities in the Broadwater
School area, a motion was passed early in 1941 that a new Broadwater
School be built on Hollins Avenue in close proximity to be existing
building.

A response was made to this motion and to other building

needs when a bond election was held on May 6, 1941, to determine whether
or not the board would be authorized to issue, negotiate and sell bonds
in order to obtain funds for the purpose of constructing three new
school buildings in the district.

These buildings would replace Broad¬

water, Jefferson, and Emerson Schools, and would be erected on the same
sites or upon new sites in the respective localities.

This bond issue

was to raise approximately $160,000 but was defeated as the necessary
40 percent of the qualified voters of the district failed to turn out.
(10)

6A
An election was held on June 2, 19^1, for the same purpose.
time the issue carried.
building sites.

This

Included in the vote also was the matter of

Several locations were presented.

The Jefferson site

could be selected from the half block north of the capital, the block
between Breckenridge and Broadway Streets on Montana Avenue, or the
present land owned by the school district on the corner of Broadway and
Dakota.

Emerson locations proposed were the Parchen property, on Rodney

Street directly north of State Street, and a block of land on Davis and
State Street east of the Parchen land.
on the existing site.

Broadwater School was to be built

The Jefferson location selected was on the corner

of Broadway and Dakota, with the Emerson location selected to be on
Rodney Street between Broadway and State Streets.

(10)

School board minutes of August 21, 1941, reveal that contracts
for the construction of Broadwater School were let.

A. R. Elliott re¬

ceived the construction bid for $35*066, Palmquist Electric received the
electrical bid for $3,671, and Carlson Plumbing Company received the
plumbing and heating bid for $8,520. (10)
Contracts were let for the Emerson School on September 6, 1941.
George Jacoby was awarded the general construction contract for $33,119,
Capital Equipment Company received the electrical contract for $3,490
and the plumbing and heating bid for $8,154. (10)
Plans for the new school to be built in the Jefferson area were
accepted by the school board shortly after awarding of the Emerson con¬
tracts, but construction was delayed until a later date.

On January 13,

1942, an attempt was made to get top priority for the construction of
New Jefferson, but it was once again delayed, this time until 1948.
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Broadwater and Emerson Schools were completed and accepted by
early 19^2 . Emerson was not opened after its completion because of the
poor condition of the grounds.

Although the same situation was present

at the Broadv/ater School, the superintendent of schools was to make the
decision as to its opening.

Figure 15-

New Broadwater School
(Courtesy of the Independent Record)
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Figure 16.

New Emerson School
(Courtesy of the Independent Record)

Schools During Wartime
As late as the 19^+2-19^3 school term Emerson School housed a
nursery school.

Arrangements for this department were made through the

WPA with finances during wartime coming from the Lanham Act.
funds, however, ran out on October 31,19^3.

Federal

After this the school board

continued to sponsor the department until the following June when it was
discontinued on the

30^.

An audit was made of the building values and presented to the boarc
at their meeting of July 17, 19i+3«

The following values were listed:

Old Broadwater $2500; New Broadwater $50,000; Bryant $90,000; Central
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$200,000; Old Emerson $2500; New Emerson $48,000; elementary gym and
heating plant (seventh avenue gym) $50,000; Hawthorne $100,000;
Hawthorne Annex $10,000; and Old Jefferson $25»000. (10)
A special meeting was held on November 6, 1943» for the purpose
of considering the sale of the Old Broadwater School, the Old Emerson
building and the Old Emerson site.

Bids were asked for and later accept¬

ed with H. F. Hustad receiving the same for Broadwater for $25 plus a
$1000 bond for purchase, demolition, and removal.

A bid of $350 was

also granted H. F. Hustad for razing the Old Emerson School.

(10)

He

was to receive all salvage from this job, but the property was not
included.
To further the war effort, the school children of Helena were
allowed to purchase war stamps and bonds.

In 1944 alone, a total of

$7300 worth of stamps and bonds had been purchased by the school children.
The school board received a report from a committee concerning
the problem of housing the primary department at Bryant School on March

8, 1945«

AS a result of this report, they considered moving the NYA

building from its location at the airport to the Bryant grounds.
thought was later believed impossible.

This

An alternate plan was then

suggested for transporting the pupils of the first and second grades, a
total of approximately 95* by school bus to the building at the airport.
(10)

This plan was put into action with the school district leasing the

NYA building at the airport site from the city for $60 per month from
July 1, 1945 to June 30, 1946.

They were also to have the privilege of

renewing the agreement for another year.

Developments After the War
The opening of school for the 19^5-19^6 term found the NYA build¬
ing at the airport referred to as the North Bryant School, North Side
School, and the Bryant Primary.

Its location was where the Forest Ser¬

vice Headquarters are currently located.

It was a pre-fab building

with good lighting, a good furnace, oak floors, no halls, one small bath¬
room, and shower baths for those desiring them.

Two first grades and

two second grades were put in operation for the year. (1?)

D. B. Cooper

was the first principal.
A personal interview on March 21, 1968, with Mrs. Bernice Bradham,
one of the four teachers occupying the North Bryant School for the first
time, revealed many interesting recollections.

Upon moving into the

building she mentioned they had nothing in the line of furnishings except
old desks.

Curiosity instigated an exploration of the old basement under

one end of the building where some old shelves were found.
later cleaned up and used for the storage of books.
skirted the building.

These were

Wooden walks

The absence of playground equipment was soon taken

care of by the aeronautics school, located close by, as the welding class
constructed a slide.

One advantage of the location, however, was the

abundance of space which allowed the children to roam almost at will.
Two distracting items to the occupants of the school were the field mice
which would get into the building and the airplanes which would conduct
their southern takeoff right over the building.
Superintendent of schools, Linus Carleton, approached the school
board on December 13, 19^5, in support of a new building program.

It

was his intention that the plans for the New Jefferson School, which had
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been drawn up previously, should be expanded to include two additional
classrooms.

He also stated that two rooms should be added to Broad¬

water School, three rooms to Bryant, and also, if the district wished to
solve all their overcrowding problems, a new junior high school should
be constructed. (10)
In the meantime the district had acquired the IT A building from
the city for the sum of Si.00.

The citizens voted on April 6, 19^6,

to determine a suitable site for the building, as it was deemed neces¬
sary to move it to a more accessable location.

The vote carried, auth¬

orizing the board to purchase certain lots in blocks ten and twelve of
the Flower Garden Addition for the purpose of establishing a school
site.

(10)

Lots 1 through

6 of block 10 and lots 9 through 12 of

block twelve were later purchased.

They faced Poplar Street and were

located between Cook and Roberts Streets.
An election was held on May l8, 19^6, to determine if the district
would be authorized to sell bonds for the following projects: relocation
and repair of the Bryant Primary including the addition of new class¬
rooms for an estimated

$95jOOO;

increasing the original funds voted in

1941 for replacing Old Jefferson with New Jefferson at an estimated cost
of $150,000; and an addition to two rooms to Broadwater School costing
approximately $90,000.

The total bonds necessary for all of the pro¬

jects listed amounted to $335,000. (10)

This election carried, enabling

the projects to soon get underway.
The first plans for the New North Bryant School were drawn in
1946 by Orr Pickering of Billings.

These plans called for a one story

structure with a full basement, but upon acceptance the basement was
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eliminated in order to keep the building all above ground.
The school board advertised for bids for the moving, remodeling
and repairing of the North Bryant School, which on the original site
had six rooms and accommodated 130 students.
received the bid for $95iOOO.

McKinnon-Decker Company

The work was to comprise the moving of

the building from its location at the airport to the new site located
on Poplar Street. (10)

It was to be cut into sections and reassembled

on a new concrete foundation.

The following additional facilities were

to be added: one new classroom to provide for a sixth grade of approx¬
imately 30 pupils; a teachers’ room; a nurses’ room; a kitchen; and
shower rooms with lavatories.
Since provisions for the relocation auid remodeling of the North
Bryant School were underway, books and equipment were packed in June and
stored in the aeronautics building until the fall, at which time they
would be moved into the new building.
The new building was not entirely finished at the opening of the
19^9-1950 term so the children were bussed to the Old Jefferson building
until Thanksgiving vacation.

When they finally moved to the new building

each teacher took turns occupying the lunchroom while her room was being
painted. (17)

Mr. Fellbaum, superintendent of schools, gave the teachers

about $135 for furniture for the faculty room.
The children attending this school were given a contest to decide
on an appropriate name.

"Custer'' was selected but was not approved.

As a result, it received the name it carries today, Lincoln School.
This building has been occupied since November 1, 19^9? hut the
auditorium and playroom were not finished until January of the next year.
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The total cost for the entire plant was thus brought to $1^91389-

Figure 17-

Lincoln School 19^9
(Courtesy of the Independent Record)

The contract for completion of New Jefferson School was finally
let after being delayed for one reason or another since 19^1.

The gen¬

eral contract for completion of the basement was awarded to McKinnon
and Decker for $26,3091 the plumbing and heating contract was let to
Arnold and Jeffers for $8970, and the electrical contract went to Palmquist Electric for $4215-

Once the basement was completed, the remain¬

der of the construction was soon started.
on December 30, 1948. (10)

The building was accepted

Accommodating some 170 students, it

consists of seven classrooms, a teachers' room, the principal's office,
a spacious auditorium, and an activity room.

Each room has an activity

alcove equipped with a sink and tables and chairs.

Completed at a total

cost of $239I927-80, it was intended to house grades one through six.
The first grade enrollment was so large, however, that in order to make
room the sixth grade students had to attend other schools in the city.
At the present time, grades one through four are accommodated in this
building
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Figure 18.

New Jefferson School 19^8
(Courtesy of the Independent Record)

As the Broadwater School was intended to accommoadate the first
four grades, it soon became evident that an addition would be necessary.
In May of 19^8, a request was made to add two rooms accompanied by a
lavoratory, infirmary, and teachers* room on the upstairs floor.

A full

basement beneath this was to accommodate a 3^ x 60 foot playroom with
showers and lockers nearby.
Pupils are now being instructed in the auditorium and
in a basement activity room. The auditorium will be of frame
stucco to match the rest of the building and the interior
appointments will be similar to those now in use. The rooms
will be larger than those in the present building to allow
an activity alcove in each. The activity alcoves are for
sand tables, handicraft and other diversions to be used when
desirable to break the monotony of the pupil's school day
and to promote interest in arts, sciences, and hobbies. (13)
This addition was accepted on March 28, 19^9»

a total cost of

$87,312.
The school board was far sighted enough by this time to see that
there would inevitably be a future need for additional classroom space.
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With this in mind, they sought public approval to purchase additional
land.

The election of November 4, 1932, carried, authorizing the board

to purchase the following land for future elementary building sites:
lots 1 through 32 inclusive of block 9^ of the Cannon Addition for $3500;
and lots 2 through 11 inclusive of block 3 of the Carson Addition for
$6000.

In this way, space would be available when the need presented

itself.
During the 195^-1955 school term, the Deaconess Home for Children,
located on Eleventh Avenue, closed the school it had maintained for the
children down through the years.

As a result, they were transported

to Lincoln School until closer and more permanant facilities could be
provided.
The new superintendent of school, C. E. Anderson, mentioned that
Lincoln School would need additional space for the 1956-1957 school year
and suggested that the district cut in half the Federal Building they
had purchased and move it to the Lincoln grounds.
modeled for classroom purposes.

It could then be re¬

This suggestion was accepted, as the

building was moved to its present location for $300.

After necessary

repairs and remodeling were completed, class was held within.

Today,

this building, which is located adjacent to the main building, is often
referred to as the Lincoln Annex.
Board minutes of July 1, 1956, reveal that the name of Emerson
School was changed to May Butler in honor of a long time teacher of the
public schools.

(10)

This action was made in response to a petition

carrying some 160 signatures.

With the completion of the new senior high school, the building
on Rodney Street became available for classes.

Grades seven, eight, and

nine occupied this building at the beginning of the 1955-1956 term to
form the first official junior high school in Helena.
School trustees, at the beginning of the 1958-1959 school term,
found a need to provide additional classroom space for the elementary
children of the district.

One room was fitted in each of the following

locations: the basement of Bryant School; the auditorium of Lincoln
School; the basement of Broadwater School; and the Hawthorne School
basement.
In reference to the preceeding action and to a petition submitted
by the people of the capital area, the school board met on April 22,
1958.

The ensuing discussion was concerned with the building of an

eight grade building on the west side of town and a six grade building
on the east side.

It was the board's desire to secure Federal funds to

assist in this project.

(10)

In order to apply for such funds, however,

plans had to be drawn.
An estimate of $265*000 was presented for a nine classroom unit,
which included an alternate plan including two additional rooms, cn the
east side.

An estimate for a twenty-one classroom unit on the west side

amounted to $725*000.
Federal pre-planning funds were received in the amount of $12,955*
A bond issue election was then held on November 4, 1958, to decide on
the sale of $990,000 worth of bonds to enable the construction of these
buildings to begin.
shortly afterward.

The election carried with the bonds being sold
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The construction of the school in the capital area on the east
side seemed to hold priority over the west side school, as bids were let
for it first.

A1 Johnson received the general contract for $177,908,

Beyers Plumbing and Heating was awarded the mechanical contract for
$42,259.51, and the electrical contract went to Mayer Electric for
$15,199.

These bids were awarded on February 19, 1959. (10)

A report to the school board on August 13, 1959, revealed that
this building would not be readiy for occupancy by the previously plan¬
ned date, August 31st.

Preparations were thus made to take care of the

pupils in the area by using basement rooms and the playroom of New
Jefferson School and by

opening, once again, the Old Jefferson building.

(10)
On October 19th, it was reported that students could move into
six of the classrooms prior to the completion of the rest.

Finally, with

the completion of the remaining four classrooms and the administrative
area on December 10, 1959, the building was reported completed.

This

building was named in honor of Dr. Pay Bjork, a school board member for
many years, as well as a former superintendent of schools in Helena.
Ray Bjork School, located at 1600 Eighth Avenue, was thus com¬
pleted at a total cost of $254,472.

It was constructed in two class¬

room wings, one containing six rooms and the administrative unit, the
other containing four classrooms.
at the west end.
design.

A multipurpose room connects the wings

It is unique in that it is of a one story ranch style-

Each classroom is self-contained with individual entrances,

sinks and drinking fountains.
for the first time. (15)

Some 250 students occupied this building
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Figure 19.

Fay Bjork School
(Courtesy of the Independent Record)

With the completion of the Ray Bjork School on the east side of
town, attention was now turned to the west side.

To insure ample space,

the board purchased block 95 of the Cannon Addition for $9600 to go
along with the land previously purchased.
opened May 20, 1959-

Bids for this school were

Waddell Construction Company was awarded the gen¬

eral contract for $516,800, Carlson Plumbing and Heating received the
mechanical contract for $177?717* with the electrical contract going to
Palmquist Electric for $35i59^»
Lack of materials delayed the completion of this building until
December 7? I960.

Upon completion, however, it contained twenty-one

classrooms, a manual training room, home economics room, library, three
office rooms, a multipurpose room, nurse's room, physical education
rooms for boys and girls, and several storage rooms.
to $729,966.88.

Total cost amounted

Grades one through eight were accommodated.

This

building, located at 1200 Knight Street, was named in honor of superinten¬
dent of schools C. R. Anderson.

Governor Nutter paid personal tribute to
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C. E. Anderson in a letter to the first principal of the building, Howard
Jacobson.
of a man."

Governor Nutter v/rote, "Tonight we pay tribute to a monument
The monument was the C. E. Anderson School building

dedicated to Anderson for his work in education.

Figure 20.

(l6)

C. E. Anderson School
(Courtesy of the Independent Eecord)

The first summer school program sponsored by the school district
was established during the summer of i960.

William Serrette, principal

of Eay Bjork School, was appointed to organize the classes which were
to be held in Central School and the Senior High School.

Subjects

taught the first year were as follows: reading for grades two through
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junior high school; English for junior high students; arithmetic for
elementary and junior high students; high school civ:cs; driver training
for junior and senior high students; and senior high math.
ance the first summer numbered 260 students.

The attend¬

Since this time, the course

offerings have been expanded to meet nearly every need.

William Serrette

was succeeded by Henry Jorgenson as Coordinator of this program in 1967The need for expanded facilities in the Lincoln School prompted
the school board to plan a two room addition to the building.
Construction Company was given the bid for £30,475

on

Waddell

^ay 12, i960. (10)

Construction was completed in time for occupancy for the opening of
school that fall.
Old Jefferson School was again opened for the I96I-I962 school
year in order to accommodate the fifth and sixth graders of the area. It
had been closed from i960 until then.

In hopes of providing more modern

facilities for these students, the Jefferson and Ray Bjork PTA unit wrote
the school board in regards to building a two room addition to the Ray
Bjork School.

As a result, a £34,000 building levy

purpose on April 7? 1962.

was passed for that

This addition was accepted for occupancy on

January 1, 1963At about the same time, the Broadwater School had been broken into.
Entry was gained by breaking a window in the door on the north side of
the building.

Wires were torn off the wall telephone in the basement

hallway and plumbing was damaged.

The multipurpose room was broken into

with damage being done to the stuffed animals and canvas covers of the
voting machines.

The bond election of April 3, I965, was defeated as the necessary
number of voters did not turn out.

In an attempt to appeal to the public

to vote on May l8th for the same bonds, a small article was circulated
to the parents of the school children.

In effect it mentioned that if

40 percent of the pupils in school failed, the public would be up in
arms, however, some 65 percent of the qualified voters failed in their
citizenship test on April 3rd by not exercising their right to vote.
However, it was passed on May l8th.
At the time of this election the elementary schools were filled
to capacity.

There was but one available classroom in Hawthorne School,

sub-standard basement rooms were being utilized in Ray Bjork, Central,
and Broadwater Schools, and Old Jefferson was once again being fully
utilized.

It was evident that more classrooms would have to be provided

almost immediately.
The school board was intent to meet the challenge once more, this
time considering the construction of a new school in the valley north of
town to accommodate the 216 grade school students bussed into town from
that area.

Also included was the construction of a new school on the

east side and an addition to the C. R. Anderson School.

Money was soon

appropriated, enabling construction to begin.
The addition to the C. R. Anderson School amounted to a junior
high wing, enabling the school to expand to a six grade elementary school
and a three grade junior high.

Cost for this addition amounted to $49*! ,

923.
In evidence of its farsightedness concerning future needs, the
school board had announced in 1963 that it had purchased a 30 acre site
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in the valley for $15,500 and had an option on some land east of the hay
Bjcrk School owned by Diehl Ranch Company for $17,^72.

With the purchase

of the Diehl Ranch Company land, plans for construction of buildinys on
these sites got underway.
contract.

Morrison-Maierle were awarded the architectual

Once eLccepted, bids were let on February 16, 1966.

Watters

Construction Company received the general contract for $255,988, the
electrical contract went to Palmquist Electric Company for $35,087, and
C. E. England Company was awarded the mechanical contract for $84,195-

(28)
Construction began in March of 1966 and by late August was
rapidly nearing completion.

As it was evident that construction wouldn't

be completed by the opening of the fall term, the students were accom¬
modated in Central School, C. R. Anderson School, and the junior high
school.

It was occupied on October 30th.
This building, under the principalship of John Monson, was named

after William Rossiter, a long time school board member.

Costing a

total of $374,510 it was constructed as a pod school with a cluster of
classrooms around a central core.

Twelve classrooms were arranged in

two hexagonal clusters, thus eliminating the need for long corridors.
Folding partitions separate the classrooms, thus providing greater flexability than previous structures.

If desired, these partitions can be

folded back, enabling team teaching to take place.

Besides the class¬

rooms, the building contains a centralized library, gymnasium, kitchen
and dining area, and a school related activity center.
in such a manner that similar pods can be connected.

It was designed

8l

Ten of the twelve classrooms were utilized the first year to
accommodate the 26l students enrolled.
Plans for the school for the east side were provided by Campeau
Bids were let on March 1, 1966, with L. P. Barney receiving

and Crennen.

the construction contract, William G. Schmidt and Son receiving the mech¬
anical contract, and Allen Electric the electrical contract.

Construction

was completed by late January of 196? with acceptance being made on
February 1st.

Costing $300,845, this building, located on East Fifth

Avenue, is of a ’’cellular plan.”

It consists of two octogonal shaped

structures, one comprised of eight classrooms and a centralized library,
the other consisting of the multipurpose room and administrative facil¬
ities.

Sliding doors also separate the classrooms in this building. (31)
This elementary school, under the principalship of Warren Morehouse,

was named in honor of Mrs. Theo Smith Guffey, a teacher in School District
Number 1 from 1909 to 1958.
With the completion of the Smith and Possiter schools, the
elementary school facilities were brought to the point that they exist
today.

One incident might be mentioned in closing, that being the fire

in Bryant School on May 15, 1967noticed coming from the attic.

At 3:l8 P.M. smoke and flames were

The children v/erc immediately removed and

the fire department quickly put out the fire.

With only eleven days

remaining in the school term the students had to be accommodated in other
buildings.

Three classes went to the junior high school, three went to

the New Jefferson building, and four went to Old Jefferson, which again
had to be opened.
damage.

Damage incurred was primarily smoke and roof and attic

Pepairs amounted to $25,04-7.
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Figure 21.

Smith School 1966
(Courtest of the Independent Record)
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CHAPTER VI
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS
Summary
As people move into unsettled areas there soon comes a time when
educational provisions for the young are requested, if not demanded.
The history of our state illustrates this phenomenon.

Schools appeared

in Bannock, Nevada City, Virginia City and numerous other communities
shortly after they were settled.
The same development was true of Helena, as the discovery of gold
in 1864 brought an abundance of men to the area.

As the community took

on a more settled nature, and as the women and children began to arrive
from the East, the desire for proper educational facilities was express¬
ed.

Private and public subscription schools were soon established,

with the first official public school being founded on Ceptember 3» 1866.
Even though this school was considered public, the children were compel¬
led to pay tuition as a uniform base of taxation had not yet been estab¬
lished.
The first schoolhouse constructed by the district was completed in
1868.
rooms.

This was a 20 x 30 foot frame building consisting of two class¬
As the population increased, so did the number of schools, until

today, twelve of the twenty-six buildings constructed for elementary
school purposes in Helena are still standing.

The student enrollment has

followed rather closely the number of schools, reaching its highest
point of 2689 students during the 1966-1967 school term.

The teaching

staff for the elementary grades alone has grown steadily from two teachers
in 1866 to nearly 200 today.

8k
Nineteen superintendents and 14? school board members have provid¬
ed through the years a firm foundation upon which a school system as
successful as that in Helena could be based.

In addition, it has been

very rare that the residents of the city have failed to meet consistant
demands for improved school facilities.
One of the most severe setbacks incurred by the public schools in
Helena was Inflicted by the series of devastating earthquakes in 1935.
Every school building in town was damaged, some only mildly, others
totally.

Within two years, however, all damage was repaired, with the

children being supplied with even better school facilities than before.

Conclusions
Apparently, Helena has had an elementary school system of the
first order.

This is attested to by several facts.

Besides having had

a rather stable teaching and administrative staff, considerable time and
money has been spent on updating the curriculum and policies to insure
a program of the finest quality.

Students from these grades have event¬

ually attended college or some type of training or trade school and can
be found in nearly every occupation in nearly every corner of the world.
The fact that the residents of Helena have generously supported
the schools for over one-hundred years now tends to indicate that they
are not willing to settle for education short of the best.
The trend of enrollment increase and building construction seems
indicative of a need for additional facilities in the immediate future.
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APPENDIX A

Elementary School Buildings 1868-1967
School

Location

Date

First Schoolhouse
Graded School Number 1
Hawthorne

28 South Rodney Street
402 North Warren Street
Madison Street between
Holter and West Lawrence
Corner of Pine and South Warren
Corner of Prospect and Hoback

1868
1876

Lissner
Lincoln
Lincoln (second story add.)
Bryant
First Ward
Hawthorne (four room add.)
Emerson
Jefferson
Sheridan
Carey
Broadv/ater
Bryant
Hawthorne Kindergarten
New Central (first unit)
New Central (second unit)
New Hawthorne
New Bryant
New Hawthorne (rebuiltN
New Broadwater
New Emerson (May Butler)
Lincoln
New Jefferson
Lincoln (relocated)
New Broadwater (addition)
Lincoln Annex
Ray Bjork
C. R. Anderson
Lincoln (two room add.)
Ray Bjork (two room add.)
Smith
Rossiter

Corner of Boulder Avenue
and Harris Street

Rodney Street between
Spruce and Floral
Corner of Highland and Dakota
Corner of Meagher and Donaldson
Aspen between Cook and Roberts
Corner of Hollins and Garfield
Corner of Boulder and Harris
^i02 North Warren Street
402 North V/arren Street
430 Madison Avenue
1329 Boulder Avenue
430 Madison Avenue
900 Hollins Avenue
55 South Rodney
Airport Location
1023 Broadway
1325 Poplar Street
900 Hollins Avenue
1325 Poplar Street
loOO Eighth Avenue
1200 Knight Street
1325 Poplar
1600 Eighth Avenue
East Fifth avenue
Sierra Drive (North of City)

1879
1879
1883
1885
1886
1881837
1890
1891
1891
1892
1893
1913
1913
1915
1921
1921
1937
1937
1942
1942
1946
1948
1949
1949
1956
1959
i960
1962
1962
1966
1966
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APPENDIX B

Elementary School Enrollment

School Year

Enrollment

1880-1881

543
577
862
1,823
1,642
1,685
1,629
1,633
1,663
1,718
1,743
1,736
1,683

1882-1883
1886-1887
l893-l89i+
1909- 1910

1910- 1911
1911- 1912
1912- 1913
1913- 191^
1914- 1913
1915- 1916
1916- 1917
1917- 1918
1918- 1919
1919- 1920
1920-1921
1921-1922

1922- 1923
1923- 1924
1924- 1925
1925- 1926
1926- 1927

1927- 1928
1928- 1929
1929- 1930
1930- 1931

1931- 1932
1932- 1933
1933- 1934
1934- 1935
1935- 1936
1936- 1937
1937- 1938
1938- 1939
1939- 1940
1940- 1941
1941- 1942
1942- 1943
1943- 1944
1944- 1945
1945- 1946
1946- 1947

1,626

1,754
1,731
1,652
1,631
1,587
1,543
1,525
1,510
1,568
1,554
1,64l
1,546
1,493
1,463
1,444
1,420
1,469
1,449
1,359
1,420
1,413
1,490
1,508

1,543
1,458
1,493
1,651
1,626

90

School Year

1947

-

194819491950195119521953195419551956195719581959-

1949
1950
1951
1952
1953
1954
1955
1956
1957
1958
1959
1960

1960- 1961
1961-1962
1962- 1963
1963- 1964
1964- 1965

1965

-

1966-1967

Enrollrr.ent

1948
1,735
1,797
l,9(i%
2,052

2,09^
2,220
2,399
2,539
*1,956
2,052
2,2?it
2,41?
2,381
2,472
2,318
2,438
2,534
2,659
2,648
1966
2,689

*
The decline from the previous year is due to the formation o the
junior high school which claimed seventh and eighth grade enrol! .ment.
Prior to 1955 grades seven and eight v/ere considered elementary grades.
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APPENDIX C
Superintendents of Helena Public Schools 1874-1967
1874-1876
1876-1879
1879-1884
1884-1885
1885-1888
1888-1889
1889-1896
1896-1900
1900-1901
1901-1910
1910-1929
1929-1936
1936-1943
1943-1944
1944-1946
1946-1947
1947-1955
1955-1966
1966-

Patrick Talert
K. E. Polfe
E. H. Howey
II. B. Larrabee
L. C. Howard
E. A. Carleton
E. G. Young
James E. Klock
Sarah Eogers
E. J. Condon
John Dietrich
E. 0. Evans
Payne Templeton
Ray Bjork
Linus Carleton
Payne Templeton
Earl Fellbaum
C. E. Anderson
A. G. Erickson
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Helena School Trustees 1866-1967

Alke, Leslie W.
Anderson, George D.
Bailey, William G.
Baldwin, W. N.
*Baucus, John
Baumgart, Norman
Beattie, E. V/.
Berg, David T.
Bernier, C. A.
Betzner, Mrs. T. C.
Bjork, Dr. Ray
Blixt, L. E.
*Blohrri, Robert L.
Boice, J. R.
Bottomly, James
Boughn, Dr. Kent J.
Bowden, Mrs. M.
Bray, Archie C.
Brown, John C.
Brown, William A.
Bullard, Massena
Burgan, Clyce W.
Burton, Z. T.
Campbell, T. F.
Carlson, John Jr.
Carpenter, George F.
Chivers, Mrs. Jos W.
Conner, Lyle H.
Corbin, D. C.
Cottingham, George
*Couey, Faye M.
Cox, W. E.
Cranen, A. J.
Cullen, W. E.
Day, E. C.
Dean, Dr. Maria M.
Dean, Milo F.
Doering, Dr. Gorden L.
*Donaldson, Eugene C.
Douglas, Stephen A.
Draper, Ben R.
Edgar, A. D.
English, Harvey
Ewing,

1960-1966
1962-1965
1896-1903
1884-1886
1953-1960
1967
1896-1898
1945-1951
1925-1930
1952- 1954
1953- 1962
1937-1940
1958-1961
1873
i960
1965-1967

1941-1946
1933-1935
1917-1928
1950-1953
1886-1888
1931-1936
1885
1886
1943-1947
1899-1907
1927-1932
1961-1967
1870, 1872-1876
1907-1921
195c-1957
1892-1894
1887-1889
1883-1884
1903-1924
1895-1902
1903-1924
1955-1961
1964-1967
1937-1946
1947-1952
1891
1867-1869, 1871
1866
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Fitzgerald, Marshall
Fletcher, Fred
Ford, S. C.
Fuller, T. P.
Gamer, Fred
Gans, Joe
Gilpatrick, S. C.
*Grady, Edward
Greenfield, C. D.
Guthrie, W. H.
Hall, E. M.
Harrison, J. Scott
Hausken, Elmer
Hav/kins, Dr. Thomas L.
Hazard, L. S.
Hedges, Cornelius
Holter, A. M.
Holter, Mrs. John
Holter, Mrs. Norman B.
Howey, E. H.
Janes, Virgil
Johnson, Willard J.
Keller, Paul
Kind, A. A.
King, Watt
Kleinschmidt, H. F. C.
Knight, E. W.
Knox, Louis E.
Langhorne, S. W.
Larison, Mrs. L. H.
Larson, H. V/alter
Leaphart, C. W.
Lindsay, F.
Lockey, E.
Longmaid, J. Henry
Lyman, Mrs. Mabel K.
MacDonald, T. H.
Major, George
*Maness, James
Mattmiller, C. A.
McElroy, William W.
McNamee, J. F.
*Merritt, Earl
Miller, C. B.
Muth, William
Naegele, E. F.
Neill, E. A.
*Norseth, Trygve
*O’Neal, Larry

1964-1963
1895-1896
1936-1941
1879-1880

1892-1895
1892
1877-1879, 1889-1891
1956-1964, 1966-1967
1892-1895
1890- 1892
1929, 1931-1936
1927, 1932
1^4-1967
1935-1938
1931-1936
1880-1882
1869-1874
1959-1963
1924-1926
1886-1890
1948- 1950
1958-1961
1946
1947-1966
1867-1868
1892-1893
1877-1882

1949- 1953
1891

-

1953-1959
1937-1945
1965-1967
1899-1907
1883-1885, 1891
1909- 1911
1932-1935
1936-1942
1903-1908
1965-1966
1928-1930
1908-1910

1910- 1930
1960-1961
1891-1892
1906-1908
1943
1943-1948
1°53-1955
1957-1958, 1981-1963

1

%
Parchen, Ho M.
Patterson, Thomas P.
Perry, C. T.
Pew, Mrs. Charles E.
*Pierson, C. L.
*Pollack, Don
*Prebil, Edward
Prescott, A. K.
Prewitt, W. G.
Rader, R. D.
Ray, T. A.
Reigel, Alvin E.
*Reuterdahl, E. A.
*Rice, Thomas
Roberts, W. K.
Rossiter, William A.
Rumley, Charles
Sanders, U. F.
Sands, A.
ASchatz, Frank
Schmidt, 'William
Schuyler, John K.
Scott, Mrs. J. W.
Shope, Mrs. Irwin
Smidt, Raymond
Staff, Mrs. Kathryn
Staff, Mathias
Starz, Emil
Stebbins, Murray
Stedman, John
Stephens,
Stephens, Emily S.
Sterling, Charles D.
Sterling, Frank
Stevensen, C. B.
Streeter, Malcolm J.
Swan, James
Thetge, Douglas A.
Thompson, Mrs. Wanna
Towle, R. E.
Treacy, John L.
Treacy, Dr. William
Ulberg, Ben
Walker, Jacob
Wallace, Robert C.
’Ward, Elmer
Wardlaw, Alex
Wheaton, Sherwood
V/inestine, Norman H.
V/inne, Peter

1893- 1895
1954.1960

1897- 1905
1912-191^
1961- 1964
1962
1965-1967
-

1

-

1

1919

1897
1934-1935
1877
1951-1958
1953-1956
1964-1966
1869-1872
*1953-1960, 1965-1967
1876

1874- 1875
1875- 1878
1963- 1964
1964- 1967
1961-1964
1909-1910
1947-191! 8
1947-1952
1915-1919
1897-1900
1908-1916

1936-1944
1881-1883
1866

1955-1961
1921-1926
1894- 1896
1867-1868
1959-1967
1900-1903
1920- 1928

1963-1964
1929-1932
1932-1934
1896-1898

1951-1952
1891-1896
1898- 1901

1946-1951
1929-1938
1903

1938-1943
1894-1897

9?
Wood, Thomas F.
Woodard, J. A.
Word, E. Lee
Young, Floyd E.

1909-1926
1942,-191.6

1907-1919

I9II-I946

* Denotes trustees representing the high school district which was
organized in 1993•
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Wood, Thomas F.
Woodard, J. A.
Word, F. Lee
Young, Floyd E.

1909-1926

194A-19A6
1907-1919
I9A1-1946

* Denotes trustees representing the high school district v/hich was
organized in 1953-

