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PART I. 

INTRODUCTION 

The purpose of this study -was to determine the occupational status 

of former students and obtain their evaluation of their training program 

in Vocational Agriculture at Powsll County High School* Deer Lodge, Montana. 

The study covers the twenty-five year period, 1929-19^3• The information 

sought is as follows: 

1« Present occupation of former students© 

2© Their educational achievements beyond High School© 

3© Factors entering into their establishment in farming© 

U© Significance of their high school farming program© 

£© Kinds of training programs considered important for preparation 

to enter farming© 

6© Nature of their present farming program© 

7© Factors in teacher-pupil relations© 

8. Value of the Future Farmers of America program© 

Although the Vo-Ag department at Deer Lodge was organized in 1919 

and has operated continuously since, no systematic study of the above 

problems has been made. Community evaluation of the program has been 

largely confined to the high esteem which the local FFA chapter commands. 

The results of this study should encourage a program which would more 

nearly fill community needs© 
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Although over 100 studies of a comparable nature have been made 

in the United States \J, this is the second 2/ similar study of a Mon¬ 

tana Vo-Ag department. It is hoped that the results of this study will 

encourage other instructors to attempt similar evaluations of their de¬ 

partment* 

1/ Swanson, H. B., MFollow-Up of Former Students - An Analysis Based 

Upon Studies in the Series of Bulletins, Summaries of Studies in 

Agricultural Education*” March 195>U* 

2/ Robinson, Henry E*, A Follow-Up Study of Former Students Enrolled 

In Agriculture in Flathead County High School, Kalispell, Montana, 

During the Period 1913 to 19U9* Thesis M.A*, Michigan State 

College, 195>2. Library, Michigan State College, Lansing, Michigan# 
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LOCALE OF STUDY 

Powell County High School is located in Deer Lodge, Montana, and, 

in addition to serving the entire county, attracts about 35> farm boys 

and girls from adjoining Deer Lodge County. 

Deer lodge, with a population of li,000, is the county seat, the home 

of Montana State Prison, and a division point for the Milwaukee Railroad. 

A large phosphate operation, employing approximately 200 people is also 

located nearby. 

Deer Lodge is credited with being the second oldest city in Montana 

and for many years was its cultural and educational center; the State's 

first college being established there in 1886. 

Due to the surrounding country being split up by mountain ranges, 

several smaller communities are found in the county. Some of the Vo-Ag 

students live 75 to 80 miles from town and must move in to attend 

school each year. 

A great diversity of agricultural interests exist on the 239 farms 

in the county. The average elevation of the county is about U,5>00 feet 

and has a growing season ranging from 89 days in the north end to 110 

days in the south end. The south end of the county consists largely of 

small diversified farms, growing tame hay, grain and potatoes; while the 

northern three-fourths of the county is strictly large cattle and sheep 

ranches, growing only native hay as their crop. 

Title of "The Rairibouillet Capitol of the World" has been given the 
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area since there are three huge ranches raising registered sheep for the 

market* However, the value of beef cattle raised is many times greater 

than that of the sheep 3/* 

Most of the farms are now being operated by second and third 

generations of the same family* 

3/ U.S* Department of Commerce, Bureau of Census, 1950 Census of 

Agriculture, Montana, p* 100* 
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HISTORY OF DEPARTMENT 

The Powell County High School Vo-Ag department was opened in the 

fall of 1919 with a Mr* Cannon as instructor# During the next few years, 

in addition to class work, the boys organized the KKK, or Korner Kow Klub# 

During the years of 192? to 1928, R. B# Tootell was instructor of the 

program. Mr. Tootell later became head of the Extension Service for 

Montana and for the State of Washington, and is now Governor of Farm 

Credit Administration, Washington, D# C# 

A# W# Johnson, now State Director of Vocational Education for Montana, 

succeeded Mr. Tootell and served as Vo-Ag teacher from 1928-1937* 

One of Mr# Johnson*s early tasks was to organize one of the first 

chapters of FFA in Montana. Under his leadership the chapter developed 

rapidly, and in 1932 was judged the outstanding chapter in the United 

States# 

Mr. Johnson was followed by William Anderson, who after teaching 

seven years, left to become one of the largest growers of certified seed 

potatoes in Powell County# 

During the war years several instructors spent short periods of time 

in the department and, in 19^6, Dan Mizner, former local Vo-Ag graduate 

and an American Farmer under Mr. Johnson, returned to teach. He taught 

until 19S>1 when he resigned to manage a local ranch running the largest 

herd of purebred Ranibouillet sheep in the northwest. The author entered 

service in the department July 1, 195>1# 



LET HDD OF STUDY 

After scanning the records kept permanently on all former graduates 

of the school, it was decided to study 121 students who had completed 

three years of Vocational Agriculture. The reason for this was to limit 

the study to a size in keeping with the time available and to contact 

those people who seemed to have a greater interest in the program. 

Robinson l|/ found that boys who had three or more years of agriculture 

were more likely to be farming. To have contacted those who had taken 

from one semester to two years of Vo-Ag would have more than doubled the 

number of persons included in the study and, in the author^ opinion, had 

led to too wide a variation in educational experiences to accomplish the 

purpose of the study. 

A questionnaire, based on the various problems previously listed was 

prepared, and several copies distributed among former graduates for crit¬ 

icism and suggested revision. From this criticism, some sections were re¬ 

arranged, some questions added and some dropped. The revised questionn¬ 

aire was then sent to the teacher training department at Montana State 

College for further criticism. 

A search was instituted for the addresses of the 121 former grad¬ 

uates with three or more years of Vo-Ag training. Through many conversa¬ 

tions, telephone calls and a few letters, the present locations of 8U of 

the 121 were obtained. A letter of explanation and self-addressed return 

envelope was then mailed with the questionnaire to 8U former students. 

'Kj Robinson, Henry E., A Follow-Up Study of Former Students Enrolled 
In Agriculture in Flathead County High School, Kalispell, Montana 

During the Period 191j to 19U9* Thesis M.A..Michigan State College. 

1952. Library, Michigan State College, Lansing, Michigan, pp. 38 & 39 
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After a period of six weeks, 28 returns were received* At this time 

a follow-up letter, prepared by the president of the local FFA chapter, 

asking for co-operation, was dispatched along with another questionnaire 

and a self-addressed return envelope* 

From this second group, 16 more returns were received* Through 

personal visits, the author managed to obtain nine completed questionnaires, 

making a total of 53* 

Of the 81| persons contacted, 53 returned a survey. This represents 

63 percent of those contacted or 14* percent of the 121 former students* 
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REVIEW OF LITERATURE 

Probably the most comprehensive analysis of the methodology and 

validity of surveys dealing with the status of former students has been 

compiled by Swanson S>/. Of the I8I4.5 studies made to date on the various 

phases of Agricultural Education, well over 100 of them deal with the 

occupational status of former students of Agricultural Education* 

Swanson feels that there has been no systematic method used in 

these surveys and feels that their validity is often questionable* He 

suggests that in the future the breakdown of occupational statuses follow 

a standard classification such as: 

a* Engaged in farming* 
b* Work related to farming* 
c* Professional Agriculture* 
d* Non-Agricultural work* 
e* In military service, 
f. In school or college* 
g* Deceased* 
h. Unknown* 

After compiling results as carefully as possible, Swanson found that 

about 37*5 percent of all students in these surveys finally became es¬ 

tablished in farming. He also found that very few town reared boys 

ever became established in farming* 

Robinson 6/ found that U8*8 percent of the former Vocational Agri¬ 

culture students at Flathead High School, Kalispell, Montana, were en¬ 

gaged in faming* 

Ibid* p* 1-8 

6/ Ibid, p* 21* 



He also found that only 6.7 percent of the former students who 

lived in town while going to high school became established in farming 



PRESENTATION OF FINDINGS 

Former students who had successfully completed three or more years 

of Vocational Agriculture at Powell County High School answered the sur¬ 

vey approximately in proportion to the number in attendance at given 

periods of time* (See Table I) 

TABLE I 

NUMBER ANSWERING SURVEY BASED 
ON FIVE YEAR PERIODS OF SCHOOL ATTENDANCE 

5-Year 
Periods 

Total Vo-Ag 
Attendance 

Number Answering 
Survey 

Percent of Total 
Answering 

1929-1933 31 11 20% 

193U-1938 27 12 22 

1939-19U3 2k 8 16 

19UU-19U8 17 10 20 

19U9-1953 22 12 22 

TOTALS 121 53 100g 

The decrease in enrollment over a period of years reflects the 

national trend of fewer boys on the farm until recently. The larger per¬ 

centage of persons answering the survey in the last two groups was chiefly 

due to personal contacts by the author* 

PRESENT STATUS OF FORMER STUDENTS 

Classification of former students into various statuses is shown in 

Table II* Forty-four or percent of the located former students were 

engaged in farming. These lii* in farming represent 36 percent of the 

121 former students 
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TABLE II 

CLASSIFICATION OF 121 FORMER STUDENTS 
AS TO THEIR PRESENT STATUS 

Status Number Percentage 
Of total 
121 

Of those 
known 

a* Engaged in fanning bh 36% $2% 

b. Work related to farming 5 h 5 

c. Professional agriculture 2 2 2 

d* Non-agricultural work 31 25 36 

e* In Military service u 3 U 

f. In school or college 1 1 1 

g* Deceased 3 3 

h. Unknown 3k 26 0 

TOTALS 121 100% 100% 

While the 3k persons whose whereabouts were unknown may or may not be 

engaged in fanning, experience would indicate that they are probably not 

in farming* 

Of the four now in Military service, two are almost certain to return 

to farming on discharge* 

The one now in college is majoring in Agricultural Education, and it 

is not likely that he will enter farming* 
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Education Beyond High School 

Other education beyond high school, other than college, show two 

attended a trade school) five attended Institutional On-The-Farm Train¬ 

ing programs; and seven had taken some sort of correspondence course* 

The time spent on this type of education ranged from two months to four 

years* Nineteen former students attended college and nine, or 7*5 per¬ 

cent of the 121 former students received degrees* 

Opinions were received from former students concerning the nature and 

length of the Vo-Ag program. Results are summarized in Table III* 

TABLE III 

FORMER STUDENT’S OPINIONS ON EDUCATIONAL PROBLEMS 

Question Yes No 

Was High School Education Worthwhile? 53 0 

In favor of requiring U years of English 
for Vo-Ag students 28 2k 

Interest in Adult Education Classes 36 16 

In favor of cutting down high school 
program and increasing adult program 10 h3 

In favor of changing present ratio of 
60% of time in classroom and h0% in shop 13 ho 

FACTORS INVOLVED IN ESTABLISHMENT IN FARMING 

Influence of Boy’s Status During High School on Establishment An Farmij-g 

Of the 31 answering the survey that are now established in farming. 

all lived on a farm while going to high* None of the four boys 
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living in town became established in farming* and eighteen, or 3h per¬ 

cent, of those who lived on farms did not* 

Relation of Boyhood Home to Present Farm 

A large percentage of former students who became established in farm¬ 

ing remained on or near their boyhood farm home. (See Table IV) 

TABLE IV 

Distance of Farm of Those Established 
in Farming From Boyhood Home 

Distance from Home Farm Number 

Same Farm 17 

Under 10 miles 7 

10 to 60 miles 2 

60 to 100 miles 1 

Over 100 miles 1 

No answer 3 

TOTAL 31 

PRESENT FARM STATUS OF FORMER STUDENTS 

The present farm status of thirty-one former students who became es¬ 

tablished in fanning follows. (See Table V) 
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TABLE V 

PRESENT FARM STATUS OF THOSE ESTABLISHED IN FARMING 

Status Number 

Sole owner of farm and farming only business  k 

In partnership with others   5 

At home with share in crops    k 

Working at home with definite wage    1; 

Renter or tenant of farm    3 

Farm Manager  2 

Farm laborer away from home 1 

Sole owner of farm but engaged in another 
occupation part time 8 

TOTAL 31 

Types of Work Engaged in by Former Students 

An attempt was made to determine how many times a person changed his 

status before becoming established in farming. 

Five were still engaged at the same type of work as when they entered 

farming! 1° had done one other kind of work; 10, two other kinds; 2, three 

other kinds of work; and one, 1; other kinds of work* (See Table VI), 
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TABLE VI 

TYPES OF WORK ENGAGED IN BY FORMER STUDENTS 
BEFORE REACHING PRESENT STATUS 

Occupation Number Number Average 
engaged at engaged length of 
one time now time 

Working at home without definite 
allowance 13 u 1 yr* 

Working at home with definite wage 6 h 6J yrs. 

Working away from home as laborer 10 1 1 yr. 

Working at home with share in some 
or all enterprises 8 9 k yrs. 

Working at home with a full 
partnership 9 5 9 yrs. 

Renter of another farm other than 
one now on i* 3 7 yrs* 

Manager of a farm 6 2 9 yrs. 

Working at another business before 
returning to farming 8 0 3 yrs* 

Influence of People in Helping a Person to Become Established in Farming 

An attempt was made to determine who or what group of people had been 

most hejpful in aiding the person to become established in farming. Five 

gave the father the most credit; one, the mother; 9 gave both equal credit; 

three gave the Vo-Ag instructor the most credit, 8 listed the combination 

of the Vo-Ag instructor and parents, and four gave other people the most 

credit* 
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Ways Vo-Ag Department Could Have Been of Greater Help 

Former students were asked to check off the more important areas of 

study which they felt would have done the most good in preparing them to 

meet modern fanning problems* 

TABLE VII 

WAYS THE AGRICULTURE DEPARTMENT AT POWELL COUNTY 
HIGH SCHOOL MIGHT HAVE BEEN OF GREATER HELP TO FORMER STUDENTS 

Improvements to be Checked Number 
responding 

1* More time spent on records and income tax problems, . . 21 

2, More time spent on veterinary work •   18 

3, More time spent on soil fertility and management . , • 1? 

IN More time on methods of crop production & livestock 
raising 17 

5. More time spent on field trips * 12 

6, More time spent on farm management     12 

7* More time spent on farm shop work   11 

8, Instructor to have made more visits to your farm • • • 9 

9* More time on project work and the supervised farming 
program   •••••••• 9 

10* More time spent on farm arithmetic 5 

11* More time on FFA activities I; 

12, Other things not mentioned above: Two mentioned grading 

and marketing of livestock; one mentioned meat cutting. 
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Students1 Farming Program While in High School 

The scope of students in school farm programs were as follows: 

1* Twenty-nine former students had had a high school farming program* Two 

had none* 

2* Twenty-five were able to enlarge their fanning program each year* Six 

were not. 

3* A list of statements checked to explain the best reason for each student 
having a Supervised Farming Program resulted as follows: 

(a) A way to make money while going to school. Checked by 2* 

(b) Experience gained in record keeping. Checked by 18* 

(c) Actually working with projects and encountering their problems* 
Checked by 2lu 

(d) Getting started in ownership to help you become established in 
farming later on* Checked by 16* 

(e) Reason not mentioned above. None 

km It has been said by some that boys who became farmers would have done 
so whether they had a Supervised Farming Program or not. In 23 cases 
former students felt this was true and seven did not* 

PRESENT FARMING PROGRAMS OF FORMER STUDENTS 

No correlation was found between the size of former students' present 

farms (Table VIII) and the acres in crops (Table IX). One farm of 320 

acres had 2U0 acres of farm land and one of 3>000 acres had only 220 acres 

of cropland* 
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TABLE VIII 

SIZE IN ACRES OF 20 FARMS BEING OPERATED BY FORMER STUDENTS 

Size in Acres Number 

Under 160 1 

161 to 320 3 

321 to 61i0 0 

610. to 960 3 

961 to 1280 2 

1281 to 1920 3 

1921 to 2560 2 

2561 to 3200 h 

6000 to 8000 2 

TABLE IX 

NUMBER OF ACRES PRODUCING CROPS ON 20 FARMS 
BEING OPERATED BY FORMER STUDENTS 

Number of Acres Number of Farms 

Under 50 
50 to 100 
101 to 200 
201 to 300 
301 to Uoo 
U01 to 500 
501 to 600 
601 to 800 

1 
2 
6 

3 
3 
2 
1 
2 

Other information about these farms indicated three had less than 50 

percent of their farm land under irrigation; three, 51-75 percent; and 11 
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irrigate over 75 percent of their land* 

Sixteen listed hay of some kind as their main crop; three, listed 

grain; and one, potatoes* 

Crop production on the farms of former students was limited to eight 

major crops as shown in Table X* 

TAB IE X 

CHOP PRODUCTION ON 2h FARMS OF 
FORMER STUDENTS DURING AVERAGE YEAR 

Crop Number Total Individual Farm Production in Acres 
Producing Acres No* Farms Acres 

Wheat 16 630 7 Less than 20 

3 21 to 50 
5 51 to 100 
1 200 

Barley Hi 370 u 10 to 15 
6 16 to 25 
1 Uo 
2 50 
1 60 

Oats 15 215 3 5 
5 6 to 10 
h 11 to 20 
1 25 
1 UO 

Potatoes 9 150 3 1 to 2 
1 5 
2 10 to 12 
1 20 
1 Uo 
1 60 
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Crop Number Total Individual Farm Production in Acres 

Producing Acres No. Farms Acres 

Alfalfa 15 975 2 10 
1 20 
1 30 

5 U0 to 50 

3 80 to 100 
1 150 
1 200 
1 250 

Mixed Hay 1U 1776 i* 5 to 25 
2 60 

3 100 to 150 
2 185 to 200 

1 300 

Native Hay 11 2375 1 10 

3 50 to 60 
3 100 to 125 
1 225 
2 U80 to 500 
1 775 

Irrigated 
Pasture 8 560 1 5 

2 15 to 20 
3 35 to So 
2 200 

Grass 
Seed 1 35 
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OPINIONS OF FORMER STUDENTS 
NOT ENGAGED IN FARMING 

Former students who failed to become established in farming; sum¬ 

marized their opinions in a series of questions shown in Table XI* 

TABLE XI 

SUMMARY OF QUESTIONS ASKED 
FORMER STUDENTS NOT ENGAGED IN FARMING 

Question Yes No 

1* Would you take Vo-Ag again if you had a 
chance to repeat your high school training? 23> 0 

2* Did you plan to be a farmer when you took 
Vo-Ag? 20 5 

3* Did you live on a farm when taking Vo-Ag 
in high school? 18 7 

U. Have you actually engaged in fanning since 
leaving high school? 11 9 

5* Should a town boy be allowed to take Vo-Ag 
if there is room for him? 22 0 

6. Would you go farming now if given a chance? 13 8 

TEACHER - PUPIL RELATIONSHIP 

Opinions of former students in regard to the characteristic they 

liked best in their Vo-Ag teacher resulted in a number of opinions which 

are summarized in Table XII* 
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TABLE XII 

CHARACTERISTICS FORMER STUDENTS LIKED BEST 
ABOUT THEIR VO-AG TEACHER 

Characteristic Number Stressing 

Personal interest in the student and his problems llj. 
Outstanding personality   11 
Ability to put over subject matter to students  8 
Attitude      6 
Speaking ability.    2 
Enthusiasm    2 
Trust in students.  2 
Leadership.    2 
Companionship      1 

A list of several characteristics that former graduates felt a Vo-Ag 

teacher should have are consolidated into a list in descending order of 

importance as expressed by former students. (See Table XIII). 

TABLE XIII 

IMPORTANT CHARACTERISTICS VO-AG TEACHERS SHOULD POSSESS 
AS LISTED BY FORMER STUDENTS OF VOCATIONAL AGRICULTURE 

Characteristic Number Stressing 

Understanding of subject matter & ability to teach  25 
Ability to get along with students  13 

Good personality  12 
Ability to lead   11 
Honesty  10 
Fairnessv.«...      9 
Sense of humor...•••••••.    8 
Helpfulness    7 
Sincerity        6 
Good character ••••• •••• k 
Courteous. •••••  3 

Control of students.     3 
Cleanliness ••••• * 2 
Tactfulness  1 
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VALUE OF FFA PROGRAM TO FORMER STUDENTS 

Evaluation of the FFA program was secured through questions as shown 

in Table XIV* 

TABLE XIV 

VALUE OF F.F.A. PROGRAM TO FORMER STUDENTS 

Question Answer 
Yes No 

Member of FFA while in High School 52 1 

Officer of Chapter ko 13 

Was FFA training as valuable as Vo-Ag 
training, considering time spent on each ho u 
Has FFA training ever benefitted you to 
any great extent 38 6 

Should pressure be put on boys to join FFA Hi 32 

Comments were asked for on the FFA program* One man summed up the 25 

who answered by saying he felt it was the backbone of the Vo-Ag program* 
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SUMMARY OF FINDINGS 

Of the total number of 121 former students successfully completing 

three or more years of Vo-Ag, 36 percent were engaged in farming. Of the 

8U actually contacted, 52 percent were farming and 5 percent were in re¬ 

lated occupations* 

Education beyond high school showed 19 had attended college; nine, or 

7*5 percent, had received four year degrees. Fourteen received some other 

type of education, ranging from two months to four years. 

All of the boys, who eventually became established in farming, had 

lived on a farm while in high school. No town boys became established in 

farming. Eighteen boys who lived on farms while going to high school also 

failed to become established. 

Of the 31 boys who became established in farming, 17* or 55 percent, 

still live on their home farm, arri only seven live more than 10 miles away. 

Only four of the 31 established in farming are sole owners of their 

farms. Thirteen have some sort of working agreement on their home farm. 

Six are operating or working on farms in which they own no interest. Eight 

are owners of their farms but are also working at another business part time. 

Only five of 28 farmers were still in the same status, so far as their 

managerial position on the farm is concerned, as when they entered farming, 

ten had done one other type of work and 10, two other types of work. 

Three had worked in at least three other types of work before settling down 

to their present status. 

Fifteen, or 50 percent, gave one parent or a combination of both most 

of the credit for their becoming established in farming. Eight, or 26 per- 
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cent, gave the parents and Vo-Ag teacher working together the most credit* 

Twenty-one students felt that the Vo-Ag program might have been of 

greater help to them by spending more time on record keeping and tax prob¬ 

lems, veterinary work, SQQ. fertility and management, and enterprise pro¬ 

duction methods* 

Actually working with projects and encountering their problems was 

listed by 2h as one of the best reasons for a student having a farming 

program* Record keeping was also listed as very important* Three-fourths 

of the former students felt they would have become established in farming 

regardless of their farming program in high school* 

Size of farms now being operated by former students show a range of 

from l60 to 8,000 acres with the average size farm being about 1,600 acres* 

Cropland shows the same great variation with an average being about 200 

acres per farm* On 18 farms by far the largest acreage was devoted to the 

production of some sort of hay, with grain being the largest crop enter¬ 

prise on three farms* 

A study of teacher-pupil relations found that the personal interest 

the Vo-Ag teacher took in his pupils was his best liked characteristic* 

Other characteristics thought to be desirable in a teacher werej ability to 

understand and teach subject matter, ability to get along with students, 

outstanding personality, and honesty. 

Most former students not now engaged in agriculture had planned to be¬ 

come farmers when in high school* Only one of the 53 surveyed had not 

been an FFA member. Nearly all felt that they benefitted from their member¬ 

ship in FFA* 
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APPENDIX TABLE NO. I 

ANIMAL ENTERPRISE PRODUCTION 
ON 23 FARMS OF FORMER STUDENTS 

Eighteen produced Hereford beef cattle totaling 1785 head 

or an average of 99 head of cows per herd. To go with these cows 

were 70 bulls or one bull for each 25 head of cows. Fifteen of 

these growers were keeping heifers for replacement in the herd. 

Three hundred fifteen heifers were being kept or about one for each 

four cows in the herd. Nine were keeping feeder stock, amounting to 

six hundred and forty-two head kept for an average of 71 head. Four 

kept 30 to 50 head; two, 5l to 60 head; two, 100 head; one, 175 head* 

Seventeen kept dairy cows, totaling 122 head. Seven reported 

their cows as being cross-breds; five as Holsteins; four as Guernseys; 

and one failed to list a breed. Eight kept one or two cows; five kept 

four to six cows; two kept 10 cows; one kept 22; and one, 1|0 cows. Only 

two reported keeping a diary bull. Ten were keeping heifers for replace¬ 

ment in the herd. Nine kept one to three heifers; and one kept 15* 

Five keep their calves for feeding out beyond the vealer stage. 

Five reported that they kept sows and gilts. Three kept from 

one to three; one kept five; and one kept 10. They also kept feeder hogs 

and three others who kept no breeding stock produced feeder hogs. The 

chief breeds produced were: Durocs, four; Cross-breds, three; Hamprace, one. 

Three reported that they kept sheep. All were of tne Rambouillet 

breed. One had 1200 breeding ewes, hO bucks, and 100 replacement ewe 

lambs. The other flocks were composed of 68 ewes, four bucks in one 

flock, and nine ewes and no buck in the other. 
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APPENDIX TABLE NO. II 

A LIST OF FARM SKILLS BEING USED AND CON¬ 
SIDERED IMPORTANT BY FORMER STUDENTS 

Farm Skill No. Using Skill No. Checking Skill 
Recently as Being Important 

1. 

2. 
3. 
iu 

6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 

13. 
lU. 
15. 
16. 
17. 

18. 
19. 
20. 
21. 
22. 
23. 

Welding Arc    21 
Acetylene  13 

Blacksmi thing  18 
Pipe fitting  10 
Ropem>rk     15 
Surveying  9 
Engine overhaul   l£ 
Engine tuneup...  17 
Machinery repair......... 22 
Glass replacement   6 

10. Tool Sharpening..  22 
11. Soldering..  12 
12. Carpentry  2£ 

Reading Blueprints   10 
Reading Maps and legal 
descriptions  

Sketching & drawing plans 
Electrical wiring.   
Problems in farm arithme¬ 

tic. •••••••   
Building fence  19 
Painting   12 
Horseshoeing  lij. 
Working with logs  13 
Harness repair  12 
Other skills listed 
Butchering Sc meat cutting..., 

12 
8 

21 

18 

15 
13 

7 
5 

13 
13 
16 
15 

1 
15 

7 
lU 

3 

8 
k 

19 

16 
15 
h 
3 
3 
1 

FREQUENCY OF MACHINERY USE BY FORMER STUDENTS 

Farm Machine No. Using Machine Recently 

T. Tractor 
Wheeled  27 
Crawler type       7 

2 • Mower 
Tractor   23 
Horse.... ••••• 12 

3. Rake - Dump   20 
Side Delivery.   lU 

U. Moldboard plow...   20 
5>. Manure spreader.     18 
6. Grain drill and combined harvester ••• 16 
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Deer Lodge, Montana 
November 15>> 1953 

Dear Sir: 

In going through the permanent records of Powell County High School 
for the past 25 years, I have found your name listed as a graduate of the 
Vocational Agriculture course. 

Now that the Vo-Ag program with the Future Farmers of America incor¬ 
porated into it has reached its 25th anniversary, I feel that before we 
go much further, it would be a good idea to see if we could find out how 
much good we have done in the past, and using this as a guide, perhaps 
we can shape our course in the future so it will be more effective. 

Several studies have been made in the past along this line and good 
results obtained, but as time goes on we find that each community is some 
different from the next one, so to get an accurate picture we must have 
information which deals with the community involved. That is why I am 
asking you to fill out the enclosed questionnaire when you have a few 
spare minutes and return it in the enclosed envelope. 

If you so desire, you will receive a copy of the results when they 
have been compiled. 

Sincerely yours, 

Frank N. Westfall 
Vo-Ag Instructor 
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Deer Lodge, Montana 
March 20, 19$h 

Dear Sir: 

Some time ago our Vo-Ag instructor, Mr. Westfall, sent you 

a questionnaire about your present status, what you thought of 

the Vo-Ag program and other things. To date we have received no 

answer* 

We members of the Deer Lodge Chapter of FFA are very much 

interested in the results of this survey and know that the larger 

the number answering it the more accurate it will be* We are very 

much interested in your opinion as to what you think we should 

learn as well as to know what the older graduates and former mem¬ 

bers are doing* 

If you have not sent the survey in because you felt that some 

of the things asked are your own business that is fine, leave them 

blank, although Mr. Westfall tears the first page off as soon as he 

gets them and all we have to work with is the figures listed* 

Most of you are taxpayers supporting our schools and no doubt 

want the best job done possible* The best way to get it done is by 

knowing what should be done* Some of you may have sons who will some 

day be in our department and will benefit from it. No community is 

better than its schools, so won^ you take a few minutes off and fill 

out some or all of the enclosed questionnaire* 

Sincerely yours. 

Burton Holt, President 
Deer Lodge FFA 



A SURVEY OF THE STATUS OF GRADUATES OF VOCATIONAL 
AGRICULTURE AT POWELL COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL, 1929-53 

Name Street or Route 

Town  State Age 

Section I* Educational Information 

College 
1* Number of quarters completed.  • 

2. Major subject studied   

3* Name of Institution State  

B. Non College Education (other than high school). 

1. Kind   

2. Time spent   

(Please answer the following questions Yes or No) 

1. Vo-Ag students are now required by law to take four years of English to 
receive their diploma. From your experience do you feel this is justified?  

2. Do you feel that your high school education was worth the time and money 
that it cost?  

3* Do you think you would now be interested in attending evening classes in 
various subjects in which you are interested? (Example -1 meeting of two hours 
one evening each week for 12 weeks.)  If interested what would be 
the first thing you would like to study*  

U. Some educators are much in favor of cutting down the amount of time spent 
teaching the high school Vo-Ag classes and have the teacher spend part of his 
time working with young farmer and adult groups. Would you favor this?  
Any comments   

5. At the present time the State Department of Vocational Agriculture recomm¬ 
ends that about 60% of the Vo-Ag classes time be spent in the class room and 
about h0% in the shop. Do you think this is about right?  
If not, what would you recommend?  

6. Since most of you took your training in the present Vo-Ag department and 
can no doubt remember our limited shop facilities, do you think we would be 
justified in asking for a new, relatively low cost Vo-Ag building?  
Remarks 

Establishment in Farming 

(To be answered by only those engaged in farming at the present time) 
Other sections follow to be answered by those not in farming. 

1. Did you live on a farm while attending high school?  
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2. Number of acres in home farm*   

3. Number of acres in harvested crops*   

U. Was your home farm owned?  Rented?  Both?  

Number of brothers at home while you were in high school* 

Older brothers   lounger brothers   Total  

6* After graduating from high school how many years did you spend in any 
of the following occupations before reaching your present status? 

1* Working at home with or without a definite allowance.   

2* Farm laborer at home with a specific wage.   

3. Farm laborer away from home.   

U* At home with a share in all or certain crops.   

3* Partner in home farm business.   

6. Renter or operator of another farm.   

?♦ Manager of a farm or ranch.   

8. Working at another kind of business.   Kind of business  

Which one of the above numbered statuses comes closest to satisfying your 
present occupation. (Give number)  • 

Which of the people listed below were most helpful in your becoming 
established in farming? (Check one) 

1. Father  2. Mother  3* Both k- Vo-Ag teacher  5* Vo-Ag tea¬ 

cher and parents   6. Other people  • 

Below are listed some of the ways the Vo-Ag department and teacher would 
have been of greater help toward your becoming established in a more success¬ 
ful farming program. Please check the one you feel would have done you the 
most good as things stand now. 

1. Instructor to have made more visits to your farm.   

2. More time spent on field trips.   

3. More time spent on farm management.   

U. More time spent on farm shop work.   

5. More time on farm arithmetic.   

6. More time spent on records and income tax problems.   

7. More time spent on veterinary work.   
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8. More time spent on soil fertility and management.   

9* More time on methods of crop production and livestock*   

10* More time on project work or the supervised farming program* 

11* More time on FFA activities.   

12. Other things not mentioned above*   

Supervised Farming Program while in High School 

1. Did you have a project each year while you were in Vo-Ag?  

2. Were you able to increase the size of your program each year?   

3. ‘Which of the following statements do you feel gives the best reason 
for each student having a supervised farming program? 

a. A way to make money while going to school.   

b. Experience gained in record keeping*   

c. Actually working with projects and encountering their problems.  

d. Getting started in ownership to help you become established in farm¬ 
ing later on.   

e. Reason not mentioned above. 

k* A survey in one area some time ago concluded that boys who became 
farmers would have done so whether they had a supervised farming pro¬ 
gram or not* Do you feel this was true in your case?  

3>. Are you satisfied with your choice of the occupation of ihrming?  

Present Farming Status 

Since history tends to repeat itself, the purpose of this section is 
to give boys some ideas about the kind of farms they may someday be operating. 

1. Are you operating the farm you grew up on.   
2. If not, how far is it from where you grew up? Miles   
3. Do you own your own farm?  
U. Do you lease your farm?  

5>. Do you do both?  
6. Total acres in your place  
7. Acres producing harvested crops.  
8. About what per cent of your cropland is irrigated?  



9* What do you consider your main harvested crop?  

10. How do you market your main crop? (Example-Feed hay to beef herd or 
grain to hogs.)  

11. Please check the crops which you produce most years and give a rough 
estimate of the acres grown during an average year. 

Crop No. of Acres Crop No. of Acres 

Wheat Other tame 
or mixed hay 

Barley Native Hay 

Oats Irrigated 

Potatoes 
Pasture 

Alfalfa Other crops Name Acres 

12. Please check your main animal enterprises and their approximate nos. (Note 
These figures are strictly confidential and no one will have access to them.) 

Beef Cattle Main breed kept   
Cows 
Bulls  

Heifers being kept for replacement  
Feeder stock 

Dairy Cattle Main Breed kept   
Cows  
Bulls  
Heifers being kept for replacement  
Feeders and vealers  

Swine Main breed kept  

Sows and gilts  

Bo ars  

Feeder hogs  

Sheep Main breed kept  
Ewes   
Buck s  
Ewe lambs being kept for replacement  
Feeders 

Poultry 
Chickens Main Breed 
Hens  * 
Roosters 

Turkeys Breed  No. 
Geese No.  
Ducks No.   

Other animals 
Kind No . 
Kind No• 

Horses Work No. Saddle 
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To get an idea of the skills a boy needs to know to go out and either be a 
good hired hand or operate a farm, please place a check mark ( ) after those 
skills you have used in the lad; year or two* Would you also place an (X) after 
the ten you feel should be taught most thoroughly* 

Arc 
1* Welding 

Acetylene 
Please check the farm machines you 
have used recently* 

Wheel 
2* Blacksmi thing  1. 
3* Pipe fitting   

Ropework  
3>. Surveying  2. 
6. Engine Overhaul  
7• Engine tuneup  
8. Machinery repair  3* 
9* Glass replacement  
10* Tool sharpening  lw 
11. Soldering  
12. Carpentry  6* 
13* Reading Blueprints  ?• 
lii* Reading maps & legal descriptions  8* 
l£. Sketching and drawing plans  9* 
16. Electrical wiring  10* 
17* Problems in farm arithmetic  11. 
18. Building fence  12. 
19. Painting  13* 
20. Horseshoeing lii. 
21. Working with logs__  15. 
22. Other skills needed 16. 

17* 
18. 
19. 
20. 
21. 
22. 
23. 
2U. 
25. 
26. 
27. 

Tractor 
Crawler  
Horse  

Mower 
Power   
Dump  

Rake 
Side Delivery  

Over shot stacker 
Beaver slide  
Stacker winch  
Farm hand  
Jeep or Power Wagon  
Grain drill   
Broadcast seeder  
Fertilizer drill  
Moldboard plow  
Other plow Kind  
Cultivator  
C ombine  
Baler  
Grain auger  
Feed grinder 
Feed roller  
Hammer mill  
Power elevator 
Potato planter  

Potato digger 
Post hole digger (power) 
Manure spreader 
Chains aw  
Other equipment  

Future Farmers of America 
(TO BE ANSWERED BY ALL RECEIVING QUESTIONNAIRE) 

1. Were you a member of the FFA while in high school?  
2. Did you hold an office in the chapter?  
3. Has the training you received in FFA ever benefitted you to any great extent?  

If so, how?  
U. Do you think your FFA training was of as much value to you later as your Vo-Ag 

training, considering the time spent on each?  
5. Some b#ys claim they don’t want to belong to FFA. Do you think a great deal of 

pressure should be put on them to join up?   
6. Any remarks regarding the FFA program?  



Page 6 

TEACHER PUPIL RELATIONS 
(To be answered by all) 

1* Did you have the same Vo-Ag teacher during all of your high school training?  

2. If not, did the Vo-Ag program seem weak until the new teacher gained consider¬ 
able experience?  

3* If you had different teachers, did one seem to have more ability than the 
other? 

h. Did you feel that the training of your Vo-Ag teacher was, better , about 
the same, , or poorer , than that of the other teachers in the school? 

5* ’V?hat characteristic did you like best about your Ag teacher?  

6. Would you list a few characteristics which you feel a good teacher should have? 

?• Do you think the example of living your teacher set was a good one to follow? 

8* Do you think the example a teacher sets has much influence on the students he 
teaches?  

9* Vo-Ag teachers in the past have often engaged in farming activities of their 
own in addition to their teaching job. Do you think this generally leads to 
the teacher neglecting the job he is hired to do? Any comments?  

THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS TO BE ANSWERED BY THOSE NOT ENGAGED IN FARMING 

1. From what you know now, would you still take the Vo-Ag course if you had it to 
do over again?  

2* Did you plan to be a farmer when you took the Vo-Ag course?  

3* Did you live on a farm when you took the Vo-Ag course?  

!;• Have you actually engaged in farming since leaving school? No. of years  

What one thing do you consider the main obstacle that stopped you from becoming 
a farmer?      

6. From your experience, do you believe that a town boy, interested in Agriculture, 
should be allowed to take Vo-Ag if there is room for him? 

7. What is your present occupation? Do you consider it as being 
related to agriculture in any way? • 

8. Would you go farming now if you were given a fairly good chance?  

No doubt I have missed many important questions in this survey. If you should 
like to make any further comments, please turn the questionnaire over and write on 
the back. Anything you can add will be greatly appreciated. Thank you very much. 

FNW 

111 8^ 


