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ABSTRACT 

Educators are continually trying to improve curricular offerings 
so that the graduates will he better prepared to meet the demands society 
has placed upon them. A follow-up study is one method of assisting in 
evaluating high school courses. Opinions of the graduates should not 
he ignored if the high school wishes to serve their students effectively. 

A review of related research showed that more adequate guidance 
services should have been offered to students and parents. The studies 
revealed that a balance between vocational and college-preparatory 
courses should be maintained. Some studies found that English courses 
should emphasize more writing, spelling, and penmanship. Several 
authors stated that there was a need for extra-curricular activities 
to develop social poise and the ability to cooperate with others. 

During a conference between the superintendent, high school 
principal, and the investigator the need for a curriculum evaluation 
was discussed. It was decided to obtain the opinions of the graduates 
to assist the curriculum committees in their studies of present course 
offerings. The writer was instructed to obtain the desired information 
keeping in mind the philosophy of the school. 

In conducting this study the following procedures were used. 
A questionnaire was sent to the graduates for the years 1958-1963* 
The results of 80 graduates who returned the survey instrument were 
tabulated and analyzed. 

From the results of the survey the author concluded that the 
curriculum committees should consider the comments of the graduates 
in evaluating courses, that the administration should study the 
possibilities of adding some new courses suggested by the graduates, 
and that the counseling and guidance services offered in the high 
school should be evaluated by the Guidance Committee. 

vi 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

The effectiveness with which the public schools have been meeting 

the needs of the student is not only of concern to educators but the 

general public as well. 

Business is continually studying its products to see how well 

they meet public demands. Schools are also recognizing the need for 

studying their product, the student. Educators are concerned with how 

well the students are prepared to meet the demands confronting them 

upon completion of their formal education.1 Brink in his article states 

that “follow-up studies have frequently been made to obtain information 

from students themselves in regard to their attitude toward the programs 

2 
of secondary schools and ways in which improvement could be made." 

"One of the most neglected and probably one of the most important 

areas of school operation is the follow-up studies of graduates."'5 Kruger 

states that the practical worth of the curriculum of the high school can 

4 
best be evaluated in terms of its usefulness to the graduates. He suggests 

leaver, Glen, and Bear, Willard, "A follow-up survey of High- 
School Graduates," National Association of Secondary School Principals 
Bulletin, February, I960, p. 69. 

2Brink, W. G. "Follow-up Studies and Opinion Polls," Encyclopedia 
of Educational Research, 3rd Edition, p. 1270. 

^Alter, Harry M., "Ask the Graduates—A Method of Curriculum 
Improvement," California Journal of Secondary Education, December, 1957> 
p. ^73* 

^Krueger, A. H. and Logan, G., "Evaluating the Curriculum," 
Clearing House, April, 1958* P« wl* 
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that from the results of follow-up studies the curriculum committee can 

make many constructive recommendations in terms of the existing curriculum. 5 

A follow-up study is of little value unless the results axe used. 

The results should be available to the school board, teachers, and cur- 

£ 
riculum committee. Even the community will find the results useful. 

An evaluation study should include: 1. The collection of rele¬ 

vant data concerning the achievement of educational objectives, 2. The 

organization and interpretation of data pointing out both strengths and 

weaknesses, 3* Reconstruction and revision of curriculum in the light 

of findings.^ 

Follow-up studies are important not only to obtain exact and 

reliable statistics but also to find out the implications for changes 

in educational offerings. The opinions of graduates cannot be ignored 

by secondary schools if they wish to serve their students more effec¬ 

tively. Decisions about educational programs can hardly be made without 

Q 

some reference to the assessment of the student reaction. 

Follow-up projects afford opportunities for cooperative in-service 

education programs to promote growth in teaching proficiency.^ 

5Ibid., p. 482. 

£ 
°Brimm, R. P., "Opinionnaires Canvass Parents, Pupils, Teachers," 

Clearing House, January, 195^, P* 270. 

7 
Brink, op. cit., p. 1270. 

^Snepp, Daniel W., "Follow-up of Graduates of 1959>" Clearing 
House, December, i960, p. 205. 

9 
Young, Raymond J., and Holman, Woodrow, "Follow-up: New 

Variety," Clearing House, January, 195^* P* 297* 
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Studies are not undertaken to prove unfavorable truths but are attempts 

to improve education by indicating and improving -weaknesses in the educ¬ 

ational program. 

Of the 19,000 public high schools in the United States not many 

are able to report in any detail the status of their graduates today. 

The number of states in 1962 that had a systematic follow-up study was 

small and only two nationwide studies were known at that time.'*’0 

Though our schools may reflect the world about us accurately 

and embody our values and goals worthily, they cannot hope to meet the 

demands now laid upon them unless teaching and learning can go on within 

them efficiently.^ 

In searching through the files of Hamilton High School there 

was no evidence of any survey of graduates on record. With the growth 

and expansion of the school plant and curriculum it became apparent 

that a follow-up survey would be desirable in evaluating the current 

offerings, and determining how appropriate they were to the demands 

placed on the graduates. The administration and the Investigator felt 

that the time and cost involved in conducting such a survey could be 

justified if the results would be of benefit to the school curriculum 

committee in their evaluation of academic and extra-curricular offer¬ 

ings. 

^WEA Research Division, "Studies of High-School Graduates," 
HEA Research Bulletin, May, 1962, p. 43. 

^■^Fischer, John H., "Curriculum Planning for the Years Ahead," 
School and Society, October, 19&2, p. 338* 
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Statement of Problem 

The purpose of this survey is to help determine if an evaluation 

of the Hamilton High School curriculum is necessary. This study resolved 

itself in answering the following questions by students: 

1. What subjects were of greatest value to graduates? 

2. What subjects were of least value to graduates? 

3. What extra-curricular activities were of greatest value to 
graduates? 

k. What extra-curricular activities were of least value to 

graduates? 

5* What suggestions were given for curriculum improvements? 

6. What general areas of school practice need immediate attention? 

7« To what extent can the results of this study be of benefit 
to the curriculum committee? 
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CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF RELATED RESEARCH 

A review of related research was made to determine the procedure 

used in other follow-up studies. The conclusions drawn hy other authors 

revealed that there is a definite need for follow-up studies to assist 

in curriculum evaluation and planning. 

Albert Krueger and Gregory Logan conducted a follow-up study of 

a northern Illinois four-year high school to examine current curricular 

and extra-curricular practices. The authors used all the members of the 

1955 graduating class. 

It was concluded by Krueger and Logan that neither vocational 

training nor college preparatory training should be neglected. They 

felt that probably some college-level freshman courses could be intro¬ 

duced. Since 58 per cent of the graduates went into sales and clerical 

fields, a modern and well-rounded commercial department was advised by 

the surveyors. They also stated that a group guidance course in occu¬ 

pations and employment might have been helpful for those who took jobs, 

and that careful consideration should have been given to the extensive 

agriculture courses in light of the fact that only one per cent went 

12 
into farming. 

Whipple conducted a study of 824 graduates of Warren, Pennsylvania, 

High School for the years 1946, 1944, and 1942. He wanted to find out 

how satisfactorily the high school experience of those who returned the 

^Krueger and Logan, op. cit., pp. 483-484. 
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questionnaire had "been to them in their academic work and school interest. 

He hoped to follow up students as a regular technique to discover how 

effectively the high school had "been in guiding them. 

Whipple found that the school needed vocational guidance, place¬ 

ment, and follow-up of graduates. He said that guidance should aim to 

direct students into the courses that would "benefit them most, and help 

them in the choosing of and adjusting to college. He felt that a survey 

of the opportunities in the community, conducted hy seniors, would he 

helpful. Whipple stated that more emphasis should have heen placed on 

marriage and family, music, social studies, and the use of the radio as 

an audio aid in the curriculum.-^ 

The Occupational Information and Guidance Service, State Division 

of Vocational Education in Oregon, in cooperation with the Oregon Asso¬ 

ciation of Secondary-School Principals, conducted a state-wide survey 

to determine the occupations and locations of its 195^ graduates. 

The survey form was developed with the help of an advisory com¬ 

mittee from the state principals* organization. The information re¬ 

quested was factual and could he supplied hy a member of the family, 

a friend of the graduate, or the graduate himself. The investigators 

were not after opinion. Enough forms were sent to all Oregon high 

schools for each 195^ graduate. The high schools gathered the infor¬ 

mation from their graduates and returned it to the state office. An 

84 per cent return was realized. The survey showed that 37 per cent 

^fliipple, Carl E., "A Study of High School Graduates," National 
Assocation of Secondary School Principal Bulletin, April, 1948, pp. 
166-168. 
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had attended or were currently attending a four-year college or univer¬ 

sity. The fact that 51 per cent were not entering either degree or non¬ 

degree programs of advanced learning pointed to the need for a strong 

secondary program of terminal nature and additional opportunities for 

non-professional programs. An evaluation of the study indicated the 

importance of maintaining a balanced curriculum which would prepare youth 

14 
for different vocations both in and out of the community. 

Snepp1s follow-up study of the Class of 1959 from Evansville, 

Indiana, high schools is a report to the community on the location and 

occupations of the graduates. He obtained results from 69b boys and 

713 girls. 

The guidance counselors conducted the survey in each of the high 

schools during the months of September and October, 1959- The results 

of the survey showed graduates in six occupational categories: 1. In¬ 

stitutions of higher learning, 2. Business, 3* Industrial and service, 

4. Military, 5. Unemployed or location unknown, and 6. Housewives and 

those not gainfully employed. Snepp concluded that more of the capable 

students should go on to college, that in some of the schools additional 

emphasis should be placed on more practical courses, and that some way 

should be found to keep students from becoming drop-outs. 

In a follow-up survey of the graduates of the Maggie L. Walker 

High School, Richmond, Virginia, Hill found that there seemed to be a 

need for more adequate guidance and enployment services for graduates 

after high school. He found that Walker High School should broaden 

14 
Weaver and Bear, op. cit., pp. 71-72. 

15 
Snepp, Daniel W., ”Follow-up of Graduates of *59/' Clearing 

House, December, i960, pp. 205-206. 
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its curriculum through additional offerings. Hill stated that the 

graduates would liked to have "been kept informed of what was happening 

. . 16 
in school. 

Little*s article was a summary of a research report done hy the 

University of Wisconsin in September of 1958* The purpose of the study 

was to find out the post-high school plans of the 1957 graduates, to 

obtain information about their parents, teachers, friends, and school 

experiences, and to get their opinions as to the value of going to 

college. 

During April and May, 1957> all the high schools of Wisconsin 

asked their seniors to answer a questionnaire regarding their post- 

high schools plans. About 95 per cent of the seniors responded. In 

the fall of 1957 an inquiry was sent to one out of six parents of the 

graduates. The purpose of this was to find out if the graduates had 

followed through with their plans. The investigators wanted to know 

how parents felt about the value of college education for their child¬ 

ren. During January and February an inquiry was sent to one out of six 

of the top-ranking graduates who did not plan to attend college. They 

were asked if they were satisfied with their present prospects and 

whether they had any plans for further schooling. 

Little concluded that about 10 per cent of the boys and 25 per 

osnt of the girls who were top ranking did not go on to college because 

of lack of financial means. Many of the top-ranking girls and their 

^ELll, Lester V., "A Follow-up Study of 251 Graduates," Indus¬ 
trial Arts and Vocational Education, October, 19^5* PP* 3^0-3^1• 
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parents felt that college education -was not important for girls. Little 

stated that the counseling program needed to reach parents and non¬ 

college-hound students. He also felt that students of high promise needed 

to he surrounded hy influences that would help them to realize the value 

17 
of a college education. 

Follow-up Studies in Montana 

A review of the unpublished professional papers at Montana 

State University and the University of Montana revealed eight follow¬ 

up studies that had heen done in Montana. 

The purposes of the eight studies were primarily the same. The 

authors wanted: 1. To ascertain how well the curriculum had met the 

student*s needs, 2. To obtain qpinions of the graduates regarding 

subject offerings, and 3« To find out each graduate*s present location, 

occupation, education, and training. 

Hokanson in a follow-up study of graduates from Libby, Montana, 

High School recommended: 

1. That a continuous program of follow-up study be carried out. 

2. That a consumer education course including income tax, install¬ 
ment buying, and household bookkeeping be established. 

3. That the information from follow-up studies be used in the 
guidance program with the eleventh and twelveth grade 
students 

“^Little, J. Kenneth, “The Wisconsin Study of High School Graduates," 
Educational Record, April, 1959* P* 128. 

•^Hokanson, Raymond, "A Follow-up Study of the Graduates of Libby, 
Montana, High School for the years 1946-1950/' (Unpublished Professional 
Paper, Montana State University, Missoula, 1952), pp. 35"’38* 
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Munson in his study of Victor, Montana, High School graduates 

asked for suggestions as to how teachers might have been of more assist¬ 

ance to them. He also wanted to find out what values the graduates 

derived from extra-curricular activities. Munson found that home 

economics, public speaking, safety education, and drivers* training, 

and marriage and family relations were the courses the graduates felt 

19 
to have been most useful to them. y 

lagerquist in his survey of Bainville, Montana, High School 

graduates concluded that: 

1. Inadequate guidance services had been offered to high school 
students. 

2. A weakness was reported in the teaching of spelling, speech, 
and penmanship. 

3. Lack of a commercial department in the high school hindered 
students in securing employment. 

k. The importance of high school was not realized by many students 
while they were in school. 

5. More mathematics courses were desired. 

6. The girls considered the home economics course valuable. 

7. Subject offerings in general were too restrictive, and 
students were unable to take many subjects they wanted. 

8. Although a difference of opinion existed as to the value of 
certain extra-curricular activities, a wide range of activi¬ 
ties should be offered to accommodate all students. 

^Munson, John F., "A Follow-up Study of the Graduates of Victor, 
Montana, High Schools for the Years (Unpublished Professional 
Paper, Montana State University, Missoula, 195*0> PP» ^2-h5, 

20Lagerquist, Eugene, A Follow-up Study of the Graduates of 
Bainville, Montana, High School for the Years 1948-1953^" (Unpublished 
Professional Paper, Montana State University, Missoula, 1954), pp. 32-34. 
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The purpose of McLean*s study of Plentywood, Montana, High 

School graduates was to seek their opinions as to the value of their 

high school training. Replies were received from 98 graduates for a 

6l per cent return. From his survey McLean concluded that an adequate 

guidance program should he provided, that a continuous follow-up study 

should he carried on, and a wide range of extra-curricular activities 

should he offered to accommodate all students.^ 

Christianson in a follow-up study of the graduates of Fairfield, 

Montana, High School arrived at the following conclusions: 

1. Since the academic studies are of the greatest importance 
to students in their later life, they should he emphasized 
to a much greater degree hy the school personnel. 

2. The school should increase its program of educational and 
vocational guidance. 

3. The possibility and practicality of offering trade school 
training in high school should he investigated further. 

4. The course of study in English should he revised to include 
more time on practical English composition, letter writing, 
penmanship, spelling, and public speaking. 

5. Mathematics should receive greater emphasis in the school 
program with advanced mathematics for those who will need 
it for college.22 

21 
McLean, Clifton C., "Follow-up Study of the Graduates of 

Plentywood High School," (Unpublished Master*s Professional Paper. 
Montana State College, Bozeman, 1962), pp. 26-27. 

Christianson, Roger W., "A Follow-up Study of the Graduates 
of the Fairfield, Montana, High School for the Years 1940-1951," 
(Unpublished Professional Paper, Montana State University, Missoula, 
1953), PP. 47-49. 
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Fisher conducted a follow-up study of the graduates of Hot 

Springs, Montana, High School to determine if the school had properly 

prepared them to meet the problems of everyday life. He asked for 

recommendations the graduates felt were necessary for the improvement 

of the high school program. 

Fisher concluded that the chief value of high school is the devel¬ 

opment of skills in human relations. Schools should encourage methods 

and activities which develop these skills. He found that communication 

skills should he emphasized. He stated that the high school should 

provide social and extra-curricular activities to develop social poise, 

responsibility, and ability to cooperate with others. 

In a survey of the graduates of Grass Range, Montana, High 

School Gaynor found that: 

1. College entrance courses should be kept as an integral 
part of the school curriculum. 

2. The guidance program should be enlarged to include complete 
testing with this information used to aid the students in 
their choice of subjects. 

3. More teachers should be employed to increase the subject 
offerings. 

4. More stress should be placed on grammar and its usage, 
spelling, letter writing, and vocabulary. 

5. A course in public speaking should be required of all students. 

6. More courses in mathematics should be offered, but algebra 
and geometry should not be required. 

23 
Fisher, Earl, "A Survey of the Graduates From the Hot Springs, 

Montana, High School for the Years 1946-1950 Inclusive," (Unpublished 
Professional Paper, Montana State University, Missoula, 1952), pp. 31-33. 
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7. The course in American History should he broadened to include 
more early background history and more contemporary problems. 
This would become a two-year subject. Other history courses 
would be offered for students planning to attend college. 

8. The Home Economics Department should be enlarged to include 
the most complete program possible. 

9* Vocational courses, including agriculture, should be added 
to the school program and offered in a sequence so that 
students would have a chance to take several if desired. 

10. The English offerings and those of the commercial field 
should be kept and added to if possible. 

11. As many extra-curricular activities as possible should be 
offered and more importance given to those outside the 
field of sports. 

12. More time and effort should be spent to impress upon the 
students the value of each subject and activity in high 
school. People in the community, in addition to teachers, 
should participate in this program.2^- 

Stuart Fitschen surveyed the graduates of Ronan, Montana, High 

School from 19^2 to 1951* His purposes were to study the effectiveness 

of the guidance program, to obtain graduates* opinions as to the value 

of their high school training, and to obtain a basis for curriculum 

development. 

Fitschen found that English courses should be revised to include 

writing, spelling, and reading. He stated that a greater emphasis 

should be placed on business and vocational training without weakening 

the college-preparatory program, and that guidance services should be 

25 
made available to the students. 

oh „ 
Gaynor, George C., A Follow-up Study of the High School Graduates 

of Grass Range, Montana, 1920-1952, (Unpublished Professional Paper, 
Montana State University, Missoula, 1953), PP* 36-39* 

^Fitschen, Stuart E., "A Follow-up Study of 1942-1951 High 
School Graduates from Ronan, Montana," (Unpublished Professional Paper, 
Montana State University, Missoula, 1948), pp. 51-55* 
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Summary 

A review of related research revealed a similarity in the findings 

of various surveys. It was found that more adequate guidance services 

should have been offered to students and parents. The studies pointed 

out the need for a better balance between vocational and college- 

preparatory courses. Some studies showed that English courses should 

emphasize more writing, reading, and spelling. The need for extra¬ 

curricular activities to develop social poise and the ability to cooperate 

with others was stated by several authors. 

The results of the survey of the graduates of Hamilton, Montana, 

High School, 1958-1963, are found in Chapter IV. 
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CHAPTER III 

METHODS 

In a conference two years ago the Superintendent and Principal 

of Hamilton High School and the investigator were discussing the need 

for evaluation and changes in the high school curriculum. It was 

decided to obtain the responses of the graduates in order to help in 

evaluating the present offerings. It was felt that from these responses 

some insight might he obtained as to the strengths and weaknesses of 

the present curriculum. 

The Author was instructed to draft a questionnaire keeping in 

mind the objectives and philosophy of the school. 

After reading several follow-up studies and questionnaires, the 

survey instrument was constructed. The questionnaire was submitted to 

the High School Principal and Superintendent of Schools of Hamilton 

for their criticisms and comments. With their changes and corrections 

the questionnaire was prepared for sending. 

A list of names was prepared of the graduates for the years 

1958 through 1963. The investigator solicited the help of the local 

chapter of the American Association of University Women to obtain the 

addresses of the graduates. The addresses of 246 graduates were obtained 

and the questionnaire was sent. Of the 246 letters sent, 80 were returned 

for 33 l/3 per cent. 

The responses of the 80 graduates who returned questionnaires were 

tabulated into groups of "Boys,” "Girls," and Total Humber of Replies. 
11 
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Comments of the graduates -were listed separately to glean any additional 

information that might he helpful to the curriculum committees, principals, 

and superintendent. 

Limitations 

This study is a survey of graduates of Hamilton High School for 

a six-year period starting from 1958. This study vas limited to the 

80 graduates who returned the questionnaire, for 33 l/3 per cent. The 

survey was limited to a six-year period because of the difficulty of 

locating graduates from classes previous to 1958. 

Summary 

A questionnaire was prepared by the Superintendent of Schools, 

the High School Principal of Hamilton, and the Author. The instrument 

was sent to 246 graduates for the years 1958 through 1963, and 80 were 

returned, for 33 l/3 per cent. The responses of the graduates were 

tabulated into groups of ,,Boys,,, "Girls," and "Total Number of Replies." 

Comments of the graduates were also listed. 
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CHAPTER IV 

RESULTS OF STUDY 

To determine the effectiveness of the educational program of 

Hamilton High School a questionnaire -was sent to graduates for the 

years 1958-1963. A copy of the questionnaire is shown in Appendix 

A, Results obtained from the survey follow. 

Various Occupations of Graduates. The survey revealed that the 

majority of graduates who returned the questionnaire were still attending 

an institution of higher education. Thirteen girls were married and 

classified themselves as housewives. Eleven hoys were in the military 

service. Seven girls were employed as secretaries, and five graduates 

were teachers. Two graduates listed themselves as unemployed, with the 

remaining graduates in l4 other occupations. See Table I for specific 

o ccupations. 

Level of Education Obtained by Graduates. Of the 80 graduates 

who returned the questionnaire 11 did not go on to any higher education 

or training. Twenty-two had one year of college, 10 had gone two years, 

three had three years, seven had four years, and seven had attended or 

are now attending graduate school. 

Ten graduates had business school training, and seven boys re¬ 

ceived training in military schools. One boy enrolled in a trade school, 

one boy in an adult education program, and one girl in a nursing school. 

See Table II for more detailed information. 
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TABIE I. NUMBER OF GRADUATES OF 
VARIOUS OCCUPATIONS 

HAMILTON HIGH SCHOOL, 1958-1963, IN 

OCCUPATION Boys Girls 

Total 
Number 
of 
Replies 

Student 13 15 28 
Housewife 13 13 
Military Service 11 11 
Secretary 7 7 
Teacher 2 3 5 
Unemployed 1 1 2 
Murlist 1 1 
Laborer 1 1 
Missionary 1 1 
Lineman 1 1 
General Accounting Clerk 1 1 
Business Analyst 1 1 
Warehouse Foreman 1 1 
General Manager 1 1 
Surveyor 1 1 
Farmer 1 1 
Office Manager 1 1 
Accounting 1 1 
Police Officer 1 1 
Insurance Agent 1 1 

Responses of Graduates as to Adequacy of Preparation. When the 

graduates were asked if they felt that their high school education gave 

them adequate preparation to meet post-high school endeavors, 52 said 

,,yesn, 23 said "no" and five made no comment. Most of the students who 

marked “no" commented that the courses that would have prepared them 

were available as electives hut that they took only those courses that 

were required. Some of the graduates said that if the teachers had 

demanded more from them they would have worked harder and enjoyed the 

c ourses more 
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TABIE II. NUMBER OF GRADUATES, I958-I963, OBTAINING HIGHER EDUCATION 
AND TYPE OF SCHOOL 

Type of School Boys Girls 

Total 
Number 
of 
Replies 

High School only 5 6 11 

College: 1 year 12 10 22 
2 years 3 7 10 

3 years 2 1 3 
4 years 7 7 
Graduate Work 3 4 7 

Trade School 1 1 
Business School 1 9 10 

Military Service School 7 7 
Adult Education Program 1 1 

Nursing School 1 1 

The graduates were asked if the high school should emphasize 

factual knowledge, principles, or hoth. Fourteen replied "factual 

knowledge," 21 said "principles," and 30 said that hoth were important. 

Fifteen graduates did not respond to this question. 

Subjects of Most Value to Graduates. The graduates were asked to 

list the subjects they felt were of most value to them in their high school 

preparation. They could have listed more than one subject. English and 

mathematics were the most valuable with 51 and 50 responses respectively. 

Twenty-two said typing was important and 20 listed bookkeeping. Next in 

importance was biology followed closely by United States History. Eleven 

graduates listed shorthand and chemistry as valuable to them. For the 

other subjects listed as important see Table III. 
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TABIE III. RESPONSES OF GRADUATES OF HAMILTON HIGH SCHOOL, 1958-1963, 
AS TO SUBJECTS OF MOST VALUE 

Subjects Boys Girls 

Total 
Number 
of 
Replies 

Mathematics 29 22 51 
English 17 33 50 
Typing k 18 22 
Bookkeeping 5 15 20 
Biology 5 9 14 
United States History 4 9 13 
Shorthand 11 11 
Chemistry 5 6 11 
Physics 6 2 8 
Government 6 1 7 
Home Economics 7 7 
latin 2 4 6 
Spanish 5 5 . 
Mechanical Drawing 5 5 
Speech 5 5 
World History 1 4 5 
Economics 1 2 3 
Drivers Training 3 3 
Industrial Arts 2 2 
General Science 1 1 
Vocational Agriculture 1 1 
Physical Education 1 1 

Subjects of Least Value to Graduates. In responding to the 

question of -what subjects were of least value, the graduates were afforded 

the opportunity of listing more than one subject if desired. United States 

History was listed most often (l4) with mathematics being given 12 times. 

Home economics and government received eight listings each. See Table IV 

for a more complete breakdown. 
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TABIE IV. RESPONSES OF GRADUATES OF HAMILTON HIGH SCHOOL, 1958-1963, 
AS TO SUBJECTS OF LEAST VALUE 

Subjects Boys Girls 

Total 
Number 
of 
Replies 

United States History 7 7 14 
Mathematics 1 11 12 
Home Economics 8 8 
Government 5 3 8 
Economics k 3 7 
Shorthand 6 6 
Biology k 2 6 
Industrial Arts 5 5 
Latin 2 3 5 
English 3 2 5 
Science 2 2 4 
Chemistry 2 2 4 
Physical Education 3 3 
World History 2 1 3 
Health 2 2 
Drivers Training 2 2 
Spanish 2 2 
Typing 2 2 
Speech 1 1 
General Agriculture 1 1 
Distributive Education 1 1 

Activities of Greatest Value to Graduates. The graduates were 

encouraged to list more than one activity they felt was of value to them. 

Fifteen hoys listed varsity sports. Fourteen graduates felt that choral 

music was important. The school newspaper, Hamiltonian, was listed 

eight times and student government, seven. Drama was mentioned by 

six graduates as being important to them. Table V gives a coup let e 

listing. 
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TABLE V. RESPONSES OF GRADUATES OF HAMILTON HIGH SCHOOL, 1958-1963, 
AS TO EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES OF GREATEST VALUE 

Activities Boys - • Girls 

Total 
Number 
of 
Replies 

Varsity sports 15 15 
Music, choral 5 10 14 
Hamiltonian 1 7 8 
Student Government 5 2 7 
Drama 2 4 6 
Girls* Club 4 4 
Pep Club 4 4 

Band 2 1 3 
Class Officer 1 2 3 
Yearling 3 3 
Librarian 2 2 
Science Club 2 2 
Ski Club 1 1 
Girls* State 1 1 
Boys* State 1 1 
4-H Club 1 1 
Future Farmers of America 1 1 
Future Homemakers of America 

- - - •   
1 1 

Activities of Least Value of Graduates. Only 21 responses were 

obtained when asked what activities were of least value even though the 

graduates could have listed more than one. Allies Youth, Boys* Club, and 

chorus were listed three times, while Girls* Club and Pep Club were 

mentioned twice each. Other activities are shown in Table VI. 

Subjects Not Offered That Would Have Been Helpful to Graduates. 

Many of the courses listed by the graduates as those that would have been 

helpful in their preparation have already been included in the present 

offerings at I&milton High School. Thirteen graduates felt a course in 

psychology, sociology, or philosophy would have been beneficial to them. 
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TABIE VI. RESPONSES OF GRADUATES OF HAMILTON HIGH SCHOOL, I958-I963, 
AS TO ACTIVITIES OF IEAST VAIUE 

Total 
Number 
of 

Activities  Boys Girls -J Replies 

Allied Youth 
Boys* Club 
Chorus 
Girls* Club 
Pep Club 
Barn Dance 
Football 
Majorettes 
Twirler 
Class Activities 
Student Government 
Band 
Basketball 

French, German, or another language would have been more helpful to 10 

graduates than the Spanish that was offered. Seven students felt an advanced 

course in English Composition should have been available. Public Speaking 

was listed by six graduates. Table VII lists other courses that the 

graduates felt would have been valuable. 

Services That Should Rave Been Provided for Graduates. Only 4l 

graduates suggested helps or services that should have been available to 

them. Twenty-five said they should have had better guidance and counseling 

services. Other suggestions are listed in Table VIII. 

The graduates were asked for their suggestions for the improvement 

of subjects now offered in the high school. Many graduates were not 
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TABLE VII. RESPONSES OF GRADUATES OF HAMILTON HIGH SCHOOL, I958-I963, AS 
TO SUBJECTS NOT OFFERED THAT WOULD HAVE BEEN HELPFUL IN PREPARATION 
FOR THEIR CHOSEN VOCATION. 

Subjects ■ - - Boys Girls 

Total 
Number 
of 
Replies 

Psychology, Sociology, or Philosophy 7 6 13 
German, French (other language) 3 7 10 
Advanced English Composition 3 k 7 
Public Speaking* 3 3 6 
Art* 1 4 5 
Commercial Mathematics* k k 
Electronics* k k 
Accelerated Mathematics and Science 3 1 k 
Machine Shop 3 3 
Welding and Sheet Metal* 3 3 
Typing II* 3 3 
Shorthand II* 3 3 
Botany 1 1 2 
Filing 2 2 
Business Machines 2 2 
Business Administration 1 1 2 
Music Theory and Appreciation 2 2 
Occupational Information* 2 2 
College Algebra 2 2 
Library Science* 2 2 
Beginning Engineering Course 2 2 
Accounting 1 1 2 
Economics* 2 2 
Geology 1 1 
P. E. (taught by trained teacher) 1 1 
Developmental Reading* 1 1 
Home Economics IV* 1 1 
Flying 1 1 
Advanced English Literature 1 1 
Salesman Training Course* 1 1 

^Courses added to curriculum since survey was completed. 

familiar with the present curricular offerings and therefore could not 

comment. Listed helow, by subjects, is a summary of the comments given 
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TABIE VIII. RESPONSES OF GRAHJATES OF HAMIIITON HIGH SCHOOL, I958-I963, 
AS TO HELPS OR SERVICES OTHER THAN SUBJECTS OFFERED, THAT THE HIGH 
SCHOOL COULD HAVE GIVEN BUT DID NOT PROVIDE 

Total 
Number 
of 

Helps or Services Boys Girls Replies 

Better guidance and counseling 10 15 25 
Forensics Association 1 2 3 
All activities to stress creativeness 2 2 

More active tennis program 1 1 2 

More professional clubs (FTA, FHA) 2 2 

Science Club 1 1 

Girls* Brill Team 1 1 

Gymnastics 1 1 

More language clubs 1 1 

More service clubs 1 1 

Political clubs 1 1 

Civil Air Patrol 
  

1 1 

English-general. Some of the graduates felt that more homogeneous 

grouping was needed, one class for the college hound, and one for terminal 

students. 

English Composition. The graduates - felt that not enough emphasis 

was placed on reading, writing, and speaking. They said that more themes 

should have been required and at least one long paper complete with foot¬ 

notes and bibliography. 

English Literature. The graduates who responded felt that abstract 

reasoning and the analysis of poetry and literature should have been stressed 

more. They also said that the different styles and patterns of writing and 

how they have changed through the years should have been emphasized. 
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Mathematics» The fundamentals and. 'Vhys" of mathematics should have 

been stressed.. The more capable students should have been encouraged to 

take all that was offered. 

Foreign language. language classes should have more emphasis on 

oral work with the use of a foreign language laboratory. Most of the graduates 

felt that a language other than Spanish should have been offered. They 

suggested French, German, or Russian. 

History. Facts are important but an attempt should have been made 

to present principles and living patterns of evolving societies from which 

one can get an overall view of history. The graduates also felt current 

events should have been discussed more, and that essay tests should have 

been used more often. 

Government and Economics. The graduates felt that both courses 

were covered too superficially. Panel discussions and debates should 

have been used, followed by critical analysis of the presentations. 

Health and Physical Education. Health and physical education 

courses should have been worked together to include mental and physical 

hygiene, first aid instruction, sex education, marriage responsibilities, 

and realistic information on drugs, dope, smoking, and alcoholism. 

Home Economics and Industrial Arts. There should have been exchange 

programs between home economics and industrial arts classes to teach the 

girls about household appliances and the boys some basic principles about 

cooking and the washing and ironing of clothes. More facilities were 

needed for the shop so it could be set up like a trades apprentice training 

c ourse. 
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Public Speaking* One graduate felt public speaking was a must for 

everyone. Since the survey this course has been added to the curriculum. 

Biology. Biology should have been made a living, dynamic subject 

with the "why^” and "haw*s", and not just book learning and the memorization 

of names. 

All Subjects. Some graduates felt that the teachers* attitude 

toward the pupils was not as it should have been, with children of 

leading citizens being favored. It was also commented that teachers 

should have been interested in keeping up with the new techniques and 

advances in their fields. 

Summary 

The graduates of Hamilton High School were asked to respond to 

specific questions on a questionnaire. The tabulated responses revealed 

that 28 graduates were still attending an institution of higher learning, 

13 girls were married, and 11 boys were in the armed forces. 

Only 11 graduates had not gone on to higher education, while 

seven have or are now attending graduate school. 

Fifty-two graduates felt that they were adequately prepared for 

post-high school endeavors, while 23 said they were not, and five made 

no comments. 

The graduates felt that mathematics and English were the subjects of 

most value, while United States History was listed most often as of least 

value. 
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The hoys felt that varsity sports were helpful to them while 

choral music proved valuable to others. Only 21 responses were received 

as to the activities of least value. Allied Youth, Boys* Club, and 

chorus led this list. 

The graduates were asked to list subjects that would have been 

helpful but were not offered. A course in psychology, sociology, or 

philosophy was the one asked for most. A foreign language other than 

Spanish would have been desirable. 

The graduates felt that English was the subject that needed th 

most improvement. They suggested that more reading and writing be 

done. Themes with footnotes and bibliography should be required. 

Appendix B lists additional comments made by the graduates. 
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CHAPTER V 

SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS, AND RECOMMENDATION 

Summary 

In order to determine the effectiveness of a high school cur¬ 

riculum it is necessary to evaluate it in terras of how well it is pre¬ 

paring the graduates to meet society*s demands. One of the "best means 

of making a curriculum evaluation has "been the surveying of graduates 

to obtain their opinions as to its strengths and weaknesses. 

This study was undertaken as a result of a conference between 

the Superintendent and Principal of Hamilton High School and the Writer. 

It was decided that as part of a general curriculum evaluation the 

opinions of graduates would be helpful. 

A questionnaire was sent to 246 graduates for the years 1958- 

1963. Eighty were returned for 33 l/3 per cent. The results were 

tabulated into groups of boys, girls, and total number of replies. 

Comments of the graduates were also listed. 

A review of related research was made to determine what other 

investigators had found from their studies. Surveys done in eight 

Montana schools revealed that English was the most important subject 

and yet needed the most improvement. Graduates felt that English 

should have included more themes, speaking, and reading. The studies 

showed that educational and vocational guidance services were not 

adequate. In an Oregon study it was pointed out that a majority of the 
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graduates were not employed in the area from which they graduated. This 

raised the question whether or not curriculum should he geared to local 

life and employment or have a state-wide scope. 

A number of other studies found a need for better counseling and 

guidance services existed. 

From this survey the Writer drew the following conclusions listed 

below. 

Conclusions 

The following conclusions are based on the responses of 80 

graduates who returned the questionnaire: 

1. Most of the graduates felt that the high school adequately 

prepared them for post-high school endeavors. 

2. A majority of the graduates are continuing their education 

after high school. 

3. The English Curriculum Committee should consider the 

graduates* comments in evaluating courses. 

4. The History Department should consider doing a curriculum 

study taking into consideration the comments of the graduates. 

5. The administration should study the possibility of expanding 

the curriculum to include some courses suggested by the graduates. 

6. The counseling and guidance services offered in the high 

school should be evaluated by the Guidance Committee. 



31 

Recommendation 

Hamilton High School is continually trying to incorporate new 

courses into its curriculum and to up-grade its present offerings. 

Because of changes in the curriculum, it is important to obtain the 

opinions of students who are familiar with the current offerings. It 

is therefore recommended that another follow-up study he undertaken. 

A survey of the graduates of 1964 to the present would help determine 

if further curriculum changes are needed. 
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You have probably said many times while you were in high school, 

"I don*t see why they donH" or "It seems to me they should “ 

As part of a study to improve the Hamilton High School Curriculum, 

please answer the questions frankly and return the questionnaire promptly. 

Your cooperation will be an invaluable aid to the survey. Thank you. 

I. Name   Year Graduated  

Present Address City/State    

II. What is your present position?     

Do you plan to remain in this occupation? Yes ~ No ; 

Have you changed occupations? Yes ' Once   Twice_   
Three or more times   No  

When did you decide to do this type of work? Before High School 

During High School  later 

III. Highest Year of Education (Please check one) 

College: 1 year ~ 2 years 3 years k years degree 

Graduate work   • ' degree    

Name of college or university       

Trade School Name of School   

Diploma or degree ~ -  - . . . 

Business College Name of School      

Beauty School   Name of School      

Others        

IV. Do you believe your high school education gave you adequate preparation 
for these endeavors? Yes No   
If not, why? 

Should high school emphasize: factual knowledge 
principles 
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V. Of the subjects you took and the activities in which you participated 
in high school, which do you consider have been of most and least 
value to you? 

Greatest Value Least Value 
Subjects Activities Subjects Activities 

VI, What subjects not offered in high school would have been helpful in 
preparation for your chosen vocation?   

VII. What help or services, other than subjects offered, could high school 
have given you which it did not provide? (include extra-curricular 
activities)   '  

VIII. What suggestions can you give for improvement of subjects now offered 
in high school? 

Subject Suggestions for improvement 

IX. Use this space to offer any additional comments you wish to make. 

Sincerely, 

Loren E. Johnson 
Guidance Director 



Appendix B 

Quoted Comments of the Graduates 
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QUOTED COMMENTS OF GRADUATES 

1. I ■was disappointed in Hamilton* s poor showing at the recent Science 
Fair. A lack of interest seemed to prevail. I am sure that there 
are capable students in the school, hut perhaps they are not being 
properly directed. 

2. When I went to Hamilton High School, the extra-curricular activities 
were quite sufficient, but some of the courses were rather weak, 
while others were very good. 

3. I&ve teachers who will not let students slide by. Several of mine 
did this—later I have regreted it. Sophomore and Junior year I 
slid by in English, algebra, and geometry. This has held me back. 
Also have a class for art and writing students. These things I 
did not know how to do until after one year of college showed me 
what I lacked. I am going to complete my courses. 

4. I certainly urge every student to achieve his high school diploma. 

It*s essential for the social standards of today. Even though a 
housewife, I can say my high school education helped me greatly 
on ray travels through the United States and Europe. I have heard 
of your Adult Classes, and I commend you on this improvement. 

5. I was married two years after high school graduation and worked 
in a geological office before and after marriage. Not many questions 
I can answer on this interview. Thank you. 

6. Students planning to enter college in engineering field should take 
all the math, physics, and chemistry the school offers. 

7. I would have liked to have had make-up courses available during the 
summer. 

8. In college, homework involves much more reading. It is not, “Answer 
the questions at the end of the chapter." Also, the text is completely 
finished by the end of the year, while in high school many chapters are 
left unfinished. 

9. As I have not yet taken a full range of courses, I can*t judge my 
whole high school preparation. I believe activities as a whole help 
prepare one for high education. 

10. I think Hamilton High School shouldn*t have any favorites. For 
example a certain person or persons get into several organizations 
or honoraries that they have no right to be in. 

11. Home Economics should be given to more students, both boys and girls. 
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12. High School should he a place to get a good general education. In 
order to take as many subjects as possible, there should be more 
periods a day (i.e. eight 45-minute periods). This way more subjects 
could be taken giving the student a broader education. 

13. Advise students to take as much math as possible if they plan on 
attending college. It is needed for many majors. 

14. I don*t feel that the scholastic quality of the students is as impor¬ 
tant as their mental attitude. The high schools are preparing the 
students fairly well for doing college work, but are not preparing 
them mentally to accept college. 

15. I think the Home Economics Department has made a wonderful improve¬ 
ment. I am not familiar with the physical education class now but 
I hope it has improved since I was in high school. 

16. The United States is far behind the rest of the world concerning 
the study of foreign languages and needs to close this gap. 
During my four years, Hamilton High School offered only Spanish, 
and Latin--a dead language. These should be replaced, if necessary, 
in order to include more important spoken languages of the modern 
world. 

17. Subjects should be challenging and teachers should stimulate interest. 
High school students should be prepared to be more independent, work, 
that is as far as study habits and assignments go. When in college 
you*re on your own much more, and for some students this is quite an 
adjustment. High school work should reach up to college level work. 

18. High school should prepare you more for the challenge of the world. 
A student should not only know and understand what he reads and 
studies in school, but he should also understand himself, others, 
and have some goal in life. 

19. In this day, when everything is push button and the average person 
has very little work (physical) to speak of, an all-out sports 
program would tend to raise the academic records and averages. 

20. I didn*t take full advantage of everything offered. 

21. I think that sending out this questionnaire was a very good idea. 
It should prove quite useful. 

22. I think more emphasis should be put on trying to help the students 
find or choose their future vocation. 

. There is no position in life in which high school is not essential, 
and every student should strive to get the most out of it he possibly 
can. 

23 
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I think that two different kinds of diplomas. should he offered. One 
would he for those students who take and pass courses which will pre¬ 
pare them for a trade, secretary, or other work. The other kind of 
diploma would he granted to those students who take and pass courses 
that would qualify them for college. 

25. It seems that the school is offering additional subjects since I 
graduated, and I am not aware of those not offered or those added. 

26. I would say more emphasis should he given on English, hoth in com¬ 
position and literature, than was in effect when I attended Hamilton 
High School. However, this emphasis would have to begin in the lower 
grades to a greater extent. 

27. Require every student to have a foreign language to graduate. 

28. I believe the teachers and parents should emphasize good study 
habits. 

29. I would like to congratulate you and the staff of the school for 
the fine job you are doing. last summer while home on leave I 
had the opportunity to talk to some of the teachers and the 
Superintendent, and I must admit that I wish I had been coming 
back as a freshman. I only hope you can in effect do what my teachers 
failed to do. That is to convince the students that regardless of 
what they do after school, to strive for every bit they can pick 
out of classes. They just may decide years later they want more 
education and only then will they realize their mistake. Good 
luck, and maybe I will have the opportunity to meet you someday. 
1*11 be looking forward to it. 

30. As is apparent throughout my answers, I believe that better students 
should be given more challenge and stimulation. The capacity 
for thinking by high school students is badly underrated. Realizing 
that accelerated courses and divided classes are difficult to set 
up in small public schools, I nevertheless believe that effective 
and efficient use of the time and capabilities of superior students 
is a necessary goal. 

31. I think you have almost all the needed subjects available. What is 
needed is for the students to be made to realize the need to learn 
them. 

32. I wish to thank you for taking an interest in students. I am working 
my way through night school. I certainly could have used good help 
in high school, as I was very much lacking in "how to study". This 
over everything should be taught in high school. 


