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ABSTRACT 

The purpose of this study was to gather a history of the Montana 
High School Association, Since records are missing for some of the 
years of the association^ activities, the author felt that it was of 
importance to gather data while some of the men who were active in the 
association during its early history are still among the living. 

As nearly as the author could ascertain, no history of the asso¬ 
ciation had been written, so there could be no study made of related 
literature, 

A group of high school administrators met in Helena in the latter 
part of December, 1L921, and formed the Montana High School Athletic 
Association. The object of which, according to Article III of its con¬ 
stitution, "Is to promote clean amateur athletics, to provide for and 
control athletic contests among the high schools of Montana, and to 
promote such other activities and interests of the Montana high schools 
as the association may from time to time vote to undertake," 

In 1930 the word "athletic" was dropped from the name of the 
organization since the activities administered by the association 
included much more than just athletics. The association affiliated, 
with the National Federation of State High School Associations in 193^* 

The problems with ifhich the association dealt most frequently con¬ 
cerned eligibility of athletes, violation of association rules, 
redistricting, and officiating. 

Since its inception, the Montana High School Association has been 
an ex officio organization operated by school administrators who believe 
in organizing and policing their own ranks. 



CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

A history of tho MHSA (Montana High School Association) has never 

boon written before. The first state basketball tournament was held in 

the drill hall on the college campus in Bozeman, Montana in March of 

19H*^ Any school could compete* regardless of size. As interest in the 

tournament grew and transportation facilities improved, tho need for the 

formation of a governing body became apparent. Since there were no 

legal provisions made by the state legislature for the control and admin¬ 

istration of public school athletics, a group of high school principals, 

superintendents, and coaches met in Helena, Montana in 1921 for the pur¬ 

pose of forming an organization. The organization formed was called 

the MHSAA (Montana High School Athletic Association). The organization 

later expanded its control to include other activities and changed its 

name to MESA. It still remains an extra-legal organization. 

STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM 

Since no previous history of the MHSA had been written, and since 

records in the association files are incomplete, tho main problem was to 

obtain accurate information. Tho records in the MHSA office consist of 

Exponent. March, 1911. 

^Great Falls Tribune. March 3> 1921. 
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rairmtes of board meetings, bulletins, tournament reports, and official 

correspondence* A questionnaire, personal interviews, and correspon¬ 

dence with former members of the Board of Control were also sources of 

data. 

NEED FOR THE STUDY 

Questions have been raised by some state legislators, administra¬ 

tors, coaches, and other interested parties concerning the wisdom of 

leaving decisions concerning all intemural activities in the hands of 

a self-appointed group. A history of the MHSA can be of value and 

interest to these people. 

GENERAL QUESTIONS TO BE ANSWERED 

The chronological history of the formation and growth of the 

organization, the principal officers, and the areas of control are the 

areas which wore pursued. Important decisions which led to rule changes 

or. the adoption of new rules are included. 

GENERAL PROCEDURE 

Early Exponents, the student paper of Montana State University, 

the Bozeman Daily Chronicle, and microfilms of the Great Falls Tribune 

were the sources of information the researcher used to gather the 

pre-history of the MHSA. A questionnaire was sent to the former 
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officials of the early period of the organization. Minutes of meetings, 

bulletins, reports, and correspondence of the association provided 

information. 



CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

Since no literature pertaining to the history of the MUSA has been 

published, there can be no review thereof* The information gathered 

by the researcher was assembled in chronological order of events. 

The researcher limited the history to the formation of the asso¬ 

ciation, the people involved, the reasons for the fonnation and expan¬ 

sion of the association, and the changes occurring as the growth 

progressed. 

SUBHEADINGS 

In addition to the history, two lists were compiled. The first 

consisted of all of the members of the Board of Control and the years 

during which they served. The second consisted of the areas of control 

and the times at which the MHSA assumed jurisdiction of the activity. 

SUMMARY 

The researcher wrote the history, compiled a list of the members 

of the Board of Control, and a list of the areas of control., 

LIMITATIONS 

The history is limited to the first thirty years of the life of 

the MHSA. The records for the past twenty years are complete and 
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availabla in tho record vault in the MHSA vault in Helena* The death 

of the first secretary and the accuracy of the information gathered • 

from the memories of sane of the early officials was difficult to 

ascertain. 



CHAPTER III 

PROCEDURES 

INTRODUCTION 

The major difficulty encountered by the researcher was the lack of 

records for some periods of time* The MHSA did not establish an office 

nor hire a full-time secretary until 1951* Prior to that time a high 

school administrator had acted as the secretary on a part-time basis; 

consequently no central files were maintained. Microfilm files of the 

Great Falls Tribune, copies of the Montana State University Exponent, 

the student paper, and the Bozeman Daily Chronicle were the written 

sources of information. 

POPULATION DESCRIPriON 

All living raenbors of the Board of Control prior to 19^0 were sent 

an instrument designed to determine the membership of the board each 

year, the location of the meeting, and any decisions of significance 

made at the meeting. 

METHOD OF COLLECTING DATA 

Research of records of the MUSA, early Exponents, the above men¬ 

tioned instrument, microfilm files of the Great Falls Tribune. Bozeman 

Daily Chronicle files, and personal interviews were the sources of 

information used by the researcher 
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PRECAUTIONS TAKEN FOR ACCURACY 

T'Jhon infoma-tion could not bo documented from a written source, the 

author used the results of the data collecting instrument and the 

results of personal interviews to verify the information recorded. 



CHAPTER. IV 

INTRODUCTION 

Two periods of time were considered by the researcher, the period 

from 1911 until 1921 and the period from 1921 through 1950. The earlier 

period contained the events which led to the organization of the MHSAA 

(Montana High School Athletic Association), which later became the KHSA 

(Montana High School Association). The later period includes the first 

thirty years of the association. Since the records of the activities 

of the association are complete from 1950 on, the researcher did not 

feel an urgency to record that period of history. 

PRE-HISTORY 

The first state basketball tournament was held in the old skating 

rink on the MSC (Montana State College) campus March 2, 3, and 4, 1911. 

There were 16 high schools which took part without regard to school 

size. All schools were invited. The receipts paid for the expenses, 

including railroad fares and board for the participating teams, which 

amounted to $1,200.3 

Two literary contests, in extemporaneous speaking and extempora¬ 

neous writing, were started at the same time. All three of these 

^Statement by President Hamilton (Montana State College) in a 
report to the State Board of Education, June 1, 1911- 
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contests were pioneering enterprises which brought hundreds o£ students 

to visit the institution*^ 

The second annual basketball and speaking tournament took place 

March 7, 8, and 9» 1912* Twenty five of the 3^ accredited high schools 

took part. The expenses amounted to $2,400 and were mot by the sale 

of tickets*5 

As a result of a score of 104 to 4 in the 1914 tournament, dis¬ 

trict tournaments were first held in 1915*^ Due to the influenza 

epidemic in Bozeman, the 1918 tournament was moved to Livingston, MSC 

personnel managed the tournament, and the Northern Pacific ran a special 

train* The interest among fans in the Gallatin Valley was especially 

high because Gallatin County High School was the winner of the state 

title,^ 

The state championship football game was hosted on Thanksgiving 

Day 1920 by the Butte School of Mines under the direction of Professor 

Walter Scott who was honored by the MUSA in 1948 for his 28 years as 

Director of Football in Montana.^ 

^Statement by Professor W* F* Brewer, Head of the English Depart¬ 
ment at Montana State College, in a sketch written in 1942, 

^Hamilton, loc, cit. 

^Bozeman Daily Chronicle, March 13, 1915- 

?Exponent, February 22, 1918* 

^Minutes of the meeting of the Board of Control of the MHSA, 
December 2?, 1948* 
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An invitational track meet was hosted by the U of M (University of 

Montana at Missoula) annually. 

HISTORY. 

The MHSAA was organized in Helena in December, 1921, by a group of 

high school administrators representing the high, schools of Montana. 

The object of the organization according to Article III of the consti¬ 

tution is "to promote clean amateur high school athletics, to provide 

for and control contests among the high schools of Montana, and to 

promote such other activities and interests of the Montana high schools 

as the association may from time to time vote to undertake." 

The new MSC gymnasium seating 3,000 people at a cost of $230,000 

was dedicated March 7> 1923*^ The Northern Pacific Railroad gave 

participating teams half-fare rates since the management lost $214.45 

10 on the tournament the previous year. 

The first time attorneys appeared before the Board of Control to 

represent a school was November 17, 1923 at the Placer Hotel in Helena. 

Superintendent Moe and Principal White of Big Sandy were ordered to show 

cause why their school should not forfeit all football games in which 

Sigerd Moe, a nephew of Superintendent Moe, had participated. The 

9Exponent. March 11, 1922. 

10Exponent. February 7> 1923* 
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board declared Sigard Moo to bo ineligible and that Big Sandy forfeit 

all games in which Moe had played* The board also decided to hear no 

more attorneys in the future*'^ 

The MHSA/i adopted a. ruling that the only letter or uniform sweaters 

that could be worn legally by teams were those awarded the winning team 

at the state tournament* Any others would be considered as having been 

obtained illegally and could not be worn. Mr* Ragsdale of Butte served 

notice that he would introduce an amendment at the next annual meeting 

to permit the awarding of sweaters by civic organizations or the 

12 
schools. The amendment was passed the next year* 

The annual meeting of the MHSAA was set to coincide with the 

meeting of the Delegate Assembly of the State Teachers Association. 

This action required a constitutional change.^-3 

The MHSAA determined that the first smaster ends at midnight 

Saturday of the last week of the semester for eligibility purposes. 

Protests were considered against Ronan, St. Regis, Corvallis, and Moore 

concerning the playing of ineligible players. In the case of Waverly 

Price of Corvallis, oil geraes in which he had played were declared for¬ 

feited and Price was declared ineligible for that school year. Warren 

•^Minutes of the meeting of the Board of Control of the MHSA, 
November 179 1923* 

•^■^Ibid., December 23, 1923* 

•^Ibid., December 23> 1925• 
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Woods and Esmond Riberdy were barred from athletics for having already 

played four years and St* Regis was barred from all athletics for the 

year* Ronan had played Alfred Kormandin, Arthur Anderson, and Paulin, 

none of whom were residents of Ronan. All three were suspended for one 

full year until February 23, 1926 and Ronan was suspended from all 

athletics for the remainder of the school year* Due to lack of evi¬ 

dence the charges against Moore were dropped 

In the case of GLendive versus Raymond Lyons of Billings, Billings 

forfeited all games in which Lyons had played and Billings was sus¬ 

pended for the 1926 football season for proselyting a player* Sumatra 

was suspended for the season for employing a basketball coach from out¬ 

side the school. Belfry-Dearcreek had one Merton Walter permanently 

suspended for impersonating an athlete from another school and drawing 

the money of another boy at the state track meet in May of 1925* In 

the case of James Kennedy of Winnett, he was suspended for the remainder 

of the school year and Winnett was suspended for the 1926 football 

season for proselyting*^^ 

The dues of each member school was changed from the original $2*50 

to $5*00 in order to take care of the clerical expenses. It was ruled 

l^Ibid •, February 23, 1925 

^■-5Ibid *, November 23, 1925 
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that no team in the state championship could be "thrown out" after the 

district final game, ° 

A semester was defined as consisting of 15 hours of work. If a 

student had attended 21 days of a semester, this constituted.a semester, 

A passing grade was defined as being a semester grade. Games played 

with out-of-state teams did not come under the rules of the MHSAA. ^ 

Principal A, T, Peterson of Beaverhead County High School resigned 

as Chairman of the Board of the KHSAA after finding out that Jack Yale 

was 21 and had played against Butte and Bozeman, Peterson voluntarily 

forfeited the games. Professor Walter Scott of the Butte School of 

Hines was appointed to replace Peterson on the board. Anaconda was 

barred for the remainder of the season for playing Collin Mulligan who 

was playing for his ninth season. All the games in which he had 

played were declared forfeited.'1'0 

Missoula County High School was barred until November 1, 192? for 

using an ineligible player and could not compete with any teams con¬ 

tending for a district or state championship. Dues were raised $1.50 

to avoid a deficit for the year of 1927* No individual awards could be 

made to an individual athlete at either a district or state contest. 

It was passed unanimously that "whenever President Dorr of the State 

l6Ibid., December 30, 1925. 

^Ibid., May 13, 1926. 

13Ibid., October 23, 1926. 



-14- 

Industrial School gives his boys full high school privileges they shall 

be eligible to take part in athletics provided they comply with the 

rules of the association.,f^ 

The following amendments to the constitution were passed on 

December 28, 1927: uany four-year high school in the state can become 

a member of the MHSAA by subscribing to the rules, and paying the sum 

of five dollars per year annual dues. All dues to be paid to the 

secretary by October 1 of each year. Any school having lapsed in pay¬ 

ment of dues shall become eligible only upon payment of dues for the 

current year plus the full dues for the year immediately proceeding; 

the secret ary-treasurer shall be paid an annual salary of one hundred 

dollars payable at the end of the year; whenever a protest is made, 

such protest shall be made to the secretary in writing with five type¬ 

written copies. In addition, the protesting school shall make a deposit 

of five dollars at the time when the protest is filed. If the board 

decides in favor of the protesting school the deposit will be refunded. 

If otherwise, it shall be added to the funds of the association,^ 

A question was raised regarding the eligibility of But£e boys 

playing in the state tournament because they had played in the city 

league in the week preceding the state tournament. An investigation 

showed that the coach and Principal Ragsdale had full knowledge of the 

l^ibid,, January 192? ♦ 

^Ibid,, December 28, 192? 
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activities, so Butte was not in violation of the rules. The board went 

on record recommending that hereafter MSC authorities get at least two 

out-of-state officials to handle the state tournament.^- 

Article X, Section 9 was added to the amendments and read "if a 

pupil plays a match game during the school year on any other team than 

the team representing his own school without the previous written con¬ 

sent of his principal, he is ineligible from the date of such match 

game through a period equivalent to one whole semester." Article X, 

Section 5s "Since basketball is a two-season sport; however, a student 

shall be entitled to become eligible for any four spring semesters of 

basketball, but he shall not be entitled to become eligible in more than 

four of either spring or fall semesters."^ 

Secretary Ketchara moved to discontinue the state basketball tourna¬ 

ment, but after much discussion the association voted to retain it.^3 

Professor Scott presented a plan for Class A and Class B football. 

One board member was to be in charge of each district. Each district 

and sub-district was to settle its own elimination. The California 

playoff was adopted in the case of ties. Eight men were to be on each 

team entered in the state tournament instead of the seven formerly 

allowed; however, expenses would be paid for only seven players. A 

21Ibid., March 9, 1923. 

22Ibid., January 4, 1928. 

^Ibid., December 29, 1929* 
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resolution was passed which read "be it recommended that games be 

placed in the hands of the players as much as possible. Encourage 

experimentation along that line. Discourage coaching during the prog- 

ress of the game." 

The name of the MHSM was officially changed to MHSA. Browning 

and Cutbank were changed from the Northwest District to the North 

Central District. It was decided that the cost of football trophies 

should come from the proceeds of the Class A championship game in Butte 

for both Class A and Class B and not exceed $200. The money was to be 

taken out before the split with the School of Mines. 

Mr. Ben Hardin of Butte spoke to the MHSA about the newly formed 

officials association. He urged better cooperation with its aims to 

bring about better officiating in Montana, W. J. Lowrey and W. J. 

Shirley were appointed to work out the details with the organization.2^ 

The Class B football eliminations were tried and interest was 

stimulated among the smaller schools. %•© VJood and Elliot were elected 

to handle the state basketball tournament. Woodward, Hinderman, and 

Shirley were elected to assist MSC with the tournament. 

24Ibid., March 15, 1930. 

2-^lbid., December 29, 1930* 

2^Ibid., December 30, 1930. 

2?Ibid., December 29, 1931* 
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Records of physical examinations must be supplied for each boy 

entered in a tournament. Superintendent Fred Ward was directed to con¬ 

tinue as chairman of the codification committee. The selection of game 

officials was left to the school principals. District officials were 

selected by principals and tournament officials. State tournament 

officials were selected by the Board of Control. The board went on 

record "that the decision of any game official is final and will not 

be reviewed. In the absence of a contract, the first game played during 

the football season leading up to eliminations shall count as the 

deciding game. Whenever districts adopt time limits for the admission 

of member schools to contests or tournaments, officials in charge must 

give due and sufficient notice in writing."2® 

The MHSA adopted a plan for Class A and Class B Divisions in 

basketball as an experiment for one year. The receipts of both tourna¬ 

ments were pooled, all expenses were paid, and any remaining funds 

prorated among the participating teams. Class B schools were divided 

into 16 districts, with each district to select its entry in any 

manner it chose. No tournaments except the district or state could be 

played on nights other than Friday or Saturday. All tournaments were 

under the supervision of the MSC Tournament Committee.^ 

28Ibld., March 11, 1932. 

29Ibid., October 28, 1932. 
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The first regulations for basketball courts were adopted in 1932. 

They were as follows: "a court having a length of less than eighty 

feet, or a few inches thereof, shall line the floor in such a wanner 

as to allow a playing court of forty feet. This shall be compulsory 

for all Class A and Class B courts.M The board went on record favoring 

more rigid enforcement of the sweater rule. The MHSA prohibited the 

purchasing of any award in excess of $3 in cost.^^ 

Dr. W. L. Beal of Anaconda urged that all officials join the MQA 

(Montana Officials Association). The board agreed to encourage the 

schools to use only MOA officials.^ 

In 1933 the MHSA ruled that no school could play more than two 

games in any one day. Each Class A school had to make a $25 deposit 

before January 10 to qualify for the state tournament. The deposit was 

refunded when the team took the floor. Schools with an enrollment of 

between 200 and 250 as of October 1 could choose to play in either 

class. The receipts of the championship football game were divided as 

follows: the expenses for the operation of the tournament were paid 

first; the expenses incurred by the School of Mines in the conduct of 

the elimination tournament were paid next; then $200 for Class B 

trophies; and the remainder was to be split three ways with one third 

-^Ibid., December 23, 1932. 

31Ibid., March 12, 1933. 
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going to each, but not to exceed $300, with the remainder to go to the 

MHSA.32 

The Class B football championship game was discontinued in 1933* 

There were four regional championship games with a trophy and plaques 

for each tournament if there were sufficient funds available from the 

receipts of the Class A championship game* 

After examining the evidence in regard to Hiawatha and Herbert 

Brown of Butte, the board accepted the certified ages of the boys as 

filed by the State Board of Health and certified by Mr* Cogswell* Since 

no other evidence was available, the boys were declared eligible* Evi¬ 

dence was submitted by Superintendent Swatek of Hingham that John Alex 

had played the fall season of basketball while he was in the eighth 

grade, so Superintendent Swatek did not play him in the fall season of 

his senior year* The board declared Alex eligible for the spring season* 

Gilford, Rudyard, Inverness, Joplin, and Chester were ordered to 

show cause why they should not be suspended for the full spring semester 

of the following year for participating in an invitational tournament 

involving loss of school time for which they had not obtained permission 

from the MHSA, and for unsportsmanlike attitude toward Hingham for 

refusing to participate in the tournament*33 

32ibid., April 28, 1933. 

33lbid., April 28, 1933. 
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A now basketball elimination plan was adopted* The 16 largest 

schools were designated as Class A. The Class B tournament and the 

playoff between Class A and Class B were held in Bozeman and the Class A 

tournament was held in Great Falls* The receipts of all the tournaments 

were pooled and the host cities did not have a share in the receipts. 

The class tournaments were held on March 8 through March 11 and the 

state tournament on March 18* The Class A schools were Anaconda, 

Billings, Butte, Great Falls, Helena, Miles City, Glendive, Lewistown, 

Kalispell, Bozeman, Missoula, Livingston, Havre, Roundup, Butte Central, 

and Carroll College.-^4' 

Hingham officials dropped the charges against the other schools, 

and on motion of Superintendent Shirley of Havre the other schools were 

allowed to retain full membership in the MHSA* Superintendent Fred Ward 

of Thompson Foils requested that Frenchtown be granted a transfer to 

another district. The transfer was granted* It was voted to hold two 

divisional tournaments, a northern and a southern. Each included eight 

Class A and eight Class B teams which would play independently, but 

simultaneously. A $50 guarantee was required of each Class A team. 

State divisional tournaments were held March 8 through March 10 in 

Great Falls and Billings, and the state tournament, consisting of eight 

Class A and eight Class B teams from each division, was held in Bozeman. 

^Ibid., October 28, 1933 
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The MHSA decided to purchase the trophies instead of leaving it to 

MSC as it had always done in the past. The association voted to help 

MSG dispose of the trophies it had in stock and to continue supporting 

High School Week,^ 

Hotel rates were set at $,?5 P©** wan and $1.25 per day for food. 

The host schools were to provide all towels, personnel, and facilities 

free. The hotels and restaurants were required to subsidize the pur¬ 

chase of trophies and awards. The local schools were permitted to 

retain the profits from concessions. Trophies were awarded for the 

first four places in both the district and the state tournaments, all 

of which lost money. 

The MHSA joined the National Federation of State High School Asso¬ 

ciations in 1933* The national group urged the age limit for athletes 

be set at 20. The Montana limit was 21, but would be permitted to 

remain. 

Six hundred dollars was appropriated to cover expenses of the 

Scholastic and Extemporaneous Speaking Contest held in Bozeman.37 

The schools* split of the championship football game was raised to 

$400.38 

35lbid., November 30, 1933* 

36Ibid., December 28, 1933. 

37ibid., December 28, 1933. 

^Ibid., November 29, 193^• 
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A vote was made to "aggressively censure the practice of promis¬ 

cuous traveling of unchaperoned girls following teams*" The officials 

were allowed the cheapest railroad fare, $4 per day, and $40 to offi¬ 

ciate in a tournament* 

It was brought to the attention of the MHSA that five Northwest 

Assemblies programs could be contracted for a cost of from $60 to $100* 

Carroll College was replaced in District 8 by Ennis* Butte Central 

alternated districts every year* The dues for member schools were set 

at $3 if the school had no football, $5 with football, and $12*50 for 

Class A.39 

Because of the petty pilfering the board decided to bar individuals 

and teams that were found guilty from athletics for a period of one 

athletic season* The application of the School for the Deaf for member¬ 

ship in the association was declared unconstitutional, so the board 

recommended an associate membership which was granted*^ 

The officials of tournaments were to be paid at the rate of $30 per 

day plus expenses* The official basketball was Lowe and Campbell at a 

cost of $7*35 per ball* A minimum of two weeks were required between 

district and state tournaments* The divisional tournament committees 

39ibid*, December 27, 193^* 

^Ibid., December 23, 1933* 
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wer© to provide two sets of jerseys of contrasting colors to be worn by 

competing tearns 

The dates for the 1937 district tournaments were set for February 24 

through February 26, the divisionals for March 9 through March 11, and 

the state to be held in Anaconda March 1? through March 19* 

Six man football was adopted and Class C districts were fonned* 

Trophies were supplied by the MHSA. A seal was adopted for trophies, 

42 
and a standard trophy was adopted, 

Mr, Moo, Secretary of the Montana Education, reported on the State 

Band Meet, the State Chorus Meet, and the State Orchestra Meet. The 

overlapping of activities, expense, and travel involved caused a great 

deal of confusion at Montana Education Association assemblies. A com¬ 

mittee was appointed to try to work out a solution to the problems to be 

presented at the next annual meeting. 

Principal C. G, Manning of Lewistown presented the newly organized 

credit union and requested that the association support it.^3 

The following recommendations for basketball were made: (l) in 

preparation for the basketball season, all runways under the baskets 

shall be protected for the sake of the players, (2) all trips should be 

limited to two days with the exception of tournaments, (3) automatic 

4lIbid., March 16, 1935 

^Ibid., Hovomber 27, 1937 

43Ibid., March 1?, 1933. 
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timing and scoring devices be used for divisional and state tournaments, 

(4) all teams have jerseys with numbers front and back, and (5) no teams 

play more than 16 games before tournaments* 

No football game could be scheduled until the second weekend after 

the start of school. No contact scrimmage was permitted during the 

first week of practice. No protest could be made against a team between 

the time of the divisional and state tournaments. 

The MHSA decided to adopt the plan used in Minnesota for the 

insurance of athletes. The Montana Athletic Accident Benefit Plan was 

put into operation.^ 

The 1933 Thanksgiving Day football game was played in Great Falls. 

All tournaments held within the state were single elimination to reduce 

the number of games played. A committee was formed to study tests to be 

used for the selection of students who would attend High School Week in 

Bozeman. The secretary^ salary was raised to $500 per year.^ 

The State Track Meet in Missoula was divided into Class A and 

Class B with the two competing separately. The National Federation of 

Track and Field-rules were adopted for Montana schools. The University 

of Montana was notified so that legal hurdles and discuses would be 

available. Medals were given for the first three places and ribbons 

for the remaining two. The board went on record as recommending district 

^Ibid., March 18, 1933* 

45 
Ibid., April 29, 193^ 
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track meets similar to the system used for the music meets* Each school 

could choose the class in which it would participate*^ 

Skiing was accepted by the MHSA in 1939 as a high school competi¬ 

tive sport on the recommendation of Superintendent E. A* Hinderman of 

Whitefish. 

The board went on record as adopting statewide trophies to be pur¬ 

chased from the A* M. Josten Company for a period of three years. Any 

community wishing to host a tournament should make its wishes known in 

writing to the MHSA* 

Hotels hosting teams must have an officer on duty at all times at 

their own expense. 

The six schools selected to form the first Class AA division were 

Billings, Butte, Anaconda, Missoula, Great Falls, and Helena. The 

Class A schools were Bozeman, Livingston, Harlowtown, Kalispell, White- 

fish, Butte Central, Miles City, GLendive, Roundup, Lewistown, Havre, 

47 
and Glasgow. ' 

48 
The first ski tournament was held February 17 and 18, 1939* 

The case of Lloyd Whipple was considered by the MHSA. t It was 

proven that Whipple was over 20 and was ineligible during the 1939 

basketball season. All games in which ho had participated were 

^Ibid., November 23, 1933* 

March 23, 1933. 

48 
Ibid., November 22, 1939 
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forfoited by Beaverhead County High School, and all medals and awards 

were returned* 

Spring football was abandoned including touch football or any other 

form of teaching the fundamentals* The problem of Indian boys was dis¬ 

cussed since most of them do not have a birth certificate* It was 

decided to write to the Bureau of Indian Affairs* 

In order to avoid trouble with the hotels a clearance card from the 

hotel manager must be obtained by the coach of each team before he can 

collect the tournament allowance* The board rejected a plea to include 

skiing on the accident plan*^ 

Interstate games would be authorized only if the two schools are 

members of their state associations* All football teams were required 

to play round-robin district eliminations*^0 

Skiing was included under the accident benefit plan if it was 

properly supervised. Boxing was rejected as a high school sport. All 

restrictions were removed from having spring football.^ 

The board decided to have north and south divisional tournaments 

composed of eight schools each. The final tournament was composed of 

four Class A and four Class B teams. The tournament is to be conducted 

on an elimination consolation basis instead of a round-robin. ’•In case 

^Ibid., March 15, 19^0. 

^°Ibid., November 21, 19^0. 

51 Ibid., March 15, 1941 
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of a tie championship game between Class A and Class AA, they will be 

declared co-champions with equal trophies.11^ 

Principal Ragsdale reported that he had contacted the State Liquor 

Board which said it would send officers to investigate any complaint it 

receives from a school. The board voted to try to curb student drinking 

by taking advantage of the offer. 

The MHSA voted to discontinue the Interscholastic Meet and Track 

Meet at Missoula until after the duration of the war. There would be 

no football or basketball championship games in any class for the dura¬ 

tion.-^ 

The MHSA appealed to the Office of Defense Transportation and the 

Office of Price Administration for more liberal gasoline allowances for 

team travel. They also commended the schools on their better physical 

education programs.^ Gasoline allowances were obtained for coaches, 

administrators, and game officials from the Office of Price Adminis¬ 

tration. After a lengthy and vigorous discussion, the MHSA voted to 

continue the entire athletic program as it was in 19^1 and to abolish 

all curtailments of the program.^ 

52ibid., May 1, 1941. 

53Ibid., March 19, 

•^Ibid., January 19, 19^3. 

55lbid., April 10, 1943. 
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Even though some schools had no athletic teams, Professor Scott of 

the School of Mines reported that the 19^3 football season had been 

successful* He felt strongly that the program should continue and that 

the schools which did not participate should not be penalized* The 

basketball season was the most successful financially in the history of 

the tournaments* After receiving a report from Dr* Joe Howard of the 

University of Montana, it was decided not to hold the State Track Meet 

in 1944. 

Dr* Merrill Good of MSC stated that even though there were many 

war trainees attending the college he would welcome the high school 

students during High School Week* Normally about 1,500 students 

attended High School Week, but due to the war there were only about 

450 in 1944. 

The constitution was amended so that the five officers of the 

board would be elected for a five-year term* At least one member was 

to be from each of the different class districts* No board member 

could be reelected* The board was to elect its own officers and hire 

any needed help. The secretary was directed to include in his financial 

statement an accounting of all tournament funds* The board was directed 

to set up an operating budget to carry on the work of the association.^ 

Professor Scott was directed to work out a system of fund distri¬ 

bution for-the Class A challenge game and the state championship games. 

56 Ibid., March 16, 1944 
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Each team received $500* The MHSA received no set amount of funds from 

the games, but instead levied a percentage of the gross receipts as 

follows: 3 percent of the Class B district basketball tournament, 4 

percent of the Class A and Class B divisional tournament, 5 percent of 

the state final basketball and football tournaments* All tournaments 

were to be operated on the double elimination plan and not be left to 

the discretion of the tournament committee* The home team sponsoring 

the tournament received 60 percent of the net profit and the rest was 

divided equally among all of the teams entered including the home 

team*^ 

Each team was permitted to decide its own policy concerning spring 

football in 1945* The state basketball tournament was scrambled. In 

the state basketball tournament Class A schools played Class B schools 

the first round and progress thereafter with schools of either class. 

The teams in oach class which advanced the farthest was declared the 

winner and state champion of its class 

4 The Office of Price Administration banned all conventions in 1945, 

so no meetings were held. All business had to be done by telephone or 

correspondence. The board decided not to furnish any trophies for any 

events. Double elimination was abandoned and single elimination with a 

consolation bracket was adopted for the divisional and state class 

•5?Ibid., January 24, 1944. 

"^Ibid., March 23, 1944. 
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tournainents • No change in the eligibility rules was made for the 

returning servicemen.^ 

Superintendent C. V/. (Pop) Grandey was honored for his many years 

of service on the board of the MHSA on December 28, 1945. He was 

credited with 22 years of service to the association.^0 The researcher 

could only find evidence of 21 years of membership on the board. 

On January 31» 1943, Superintendent Rex Dailey, the present 

executive secretary of the MHSA, was elected to the board. Secretary 

Wollin was reelected for three years and was to receive $500 from the 

MHSA and $400 from the Athletic Accident Benefit Plan. The board mem¬ 

bers received $7*50 per diem and 7 cents per mile. 

Tournament balls were given to the first and the fourth place 

teams in the state tournament, i 

Spring football was again abolished in 1948. Fall football prac¬ 

tice was not to begin prior to two Saturdays before Labor Day. There 

must be four officials for all Class AA football games and one young 

local official. Varsity game officials received $10 and officials of 

preliminary games received $5.^2 

t 

^Ibid., November 23, 1945* 

^^Ibid., December 28, 1945. 

6lIbid., May 14, 1948. 

62Ibid., May 14, 1948. 
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Because of the teacher shortage during the war, there were many 

uncertified coaches working in the state. The MHSA went on record to 

bare down on qualifications of coaches and required certification of 

coaches in order for the school to retain membership in the MHSA.^3 

The board honored all men who had served on the board since its 

beginning. Life passes to all high school athletic events were given 

to all living members and to the wives of deceased members. Professor 

Walter Scott was honored for his 28 years as Director of Football in 

Montana. Ho was also the only member of the board who was not a public 

school administrator. 

Forty member schools were taking part in baseball in 1948.^ 

It was adopted that all contracts between schools and officials had 

to be in writing after a protested game between Kalispell and Anaconda. 

The board desired to hire a full-time commissioner of athletics, but 

could find no way to finance the position. For the first time music 

awards were given at the State Music Festival. 

The state ski meet was moved from Ennis to Bozeman for 1949. After 

much investigation, Superintendent Bill Johnstone and Rex Dailey found 

the need for reclassification of the schools. The accrediting associa¬ 

tions were questioning the advisability of the practice which required 

some schools to engage in as many as four successive tournaments in 

^^Ibid., January 12, 1948. 

^Ibid., December 27, 19^3 
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order to qualify for the state tournament. The following classifica¬ 

tions resulted: (l) the eight largest schools in each of the four 

districts constituted the Big 32 Class B, (2) the 16 largest schools in 

the state were Class A, and (3) all the remaining high schools were 

placed in Class C. 

Freshmen were allowed to play with the regular team, but not with 

eighth graders. The MHSA voted not to supervise junior high school 

athletics since it was felt that athletics were already overemphasized.^ 

The 600 mile limitation set by the National Federation was relaxed 

for Montana after a plea by Superintendent George Haney. The National 

Federation went on record that it felt that quarterback clubs were harm¬ 

ful to the legitimate carrying out of the athletic programs, 

Montana Officials Association members refused to work with non¬ 

members. Dulane Fulton of Columbia Falls led the successful move to 

withdraw support of the officials organization if they persisted in 

their stand.' 

All coaches were encouraged to attend the first statewide clinic 

which were sponsored by the MHSA in 1950.^ 

^Ibid., January 14, 1950* 

66Ibid., May 19, 1950. 



CHAPTER V 

SUMMARY AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

SUMMARY 

The first high school basketball championship game was played in 

Bozeman in 1911 under the sponsorship of Montana State College. Six¬ 

teen high schools took part in the basketball and speaking tournament. 

Billings defeated Anaconda in the final game to become the first state 

champion. The number of participating schools rose to 35 the following 

year. 

The state football championship tournament was directed by Pro¬ 

fessor Walter Scott under the sponsorship of the Butte School of Mines 

from 1920 until his retirement some 30 years later. 

An annual invitational track meet was held at the University of 

Montana, but for many years it was not an official state meet. 

A group of interested high school administrators, concerned about 

the lack of continuity of programs, and uniformity of athletic practices 

among the schools, met in Helena in December of 1921 and foraed the 

Montana High School Athletic Association. The first directors of the 

newly formed organization were Chairman B. E. Milliken of Great Falls, 

Secretary G. A. Ketcham of Missoula, Superintendent J. R. Culver of 

Belt, Principal LeRoy Beam of Beaverhead County High School, and Princi¬ 

pal Payne Templeton of Big Timber. 
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As intorschool competition increased in music, drama, speech, and 

minor athletics, the MHSAA was asked to include these areas with those 

already under its supervision. In 1930 the name of the association was 

changed to the Montana High School Association. The MHSA became a mem¬ 

ber of the National Federation of High School Athletic Associations in 

1934. 

During the years of World War II, the association had a difficult 

time due to gasoline shortages and restrictions on holding conventions. 

Over the years the major problems have been eligibility of players, 

violations of tournament regulations, redistricting, drinking, pil¬ 

fering, and officiating. . 

The MHSA is, and always has been, an ex officio organization 

formed by the school administrators to control and direct themselves in 

all areas of interschool competition. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

The records of the last 20 years of the operation of the MHSA are 

well documented and readily available in the office of the association 

in Helena. A researcher would have little difficulty in preparing an 

historical document concerning that period. 
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TABLE I 

BOARD MEMBERS 

1922 

President B. E. Milliken, Prin. Great Falls 
V, P. G. A* Ketcham, Prin,Missoula 
S,-T. LeRoy Beam, Prin. Beaverhead County 

J. R, Culver, Supt. Belt 
Payne Templeton, Prin. Big Timber 

1923 

B. E. Milliken 
G. A. Ketcham 
LeRoy Beam 
J. R. Culver 
Payne Templeton 

1924 

Bruce E. Milliken 
G. A. Ketcham 
A. T. Peterson, Beaverhead County 
LeRoy Beam 
C. W. Grandey, Supt. Terry 

1925 

Bruce E. Milliken 
A. T. Peterson 
G. A. Ketcham 
J. A. Woodward, Prin. Gallatin County 
W. R. VJyatt, Prin. Powell County 

1926 

A. T. Peterson 
C. W. Grandey 
G. A. Ketcham 
E. A. Hindorman, Supt. Whitefish 
Fred Graff 
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1927 

C. W. Grandey 
W, J, Shirley, Supt. Havre 
R. H. Wollin, Miles City 
J • R. Culver 
E, A. Hindeman 

1928 

C. W. Grand ey 
W. J. Shirley 
R. H. V/ollin 
J • R. Culver 
E* A. Hinderraan 

1929: 

C. V/. Grand ey 
V/. J. Shirley 
R. H. Wollin 
Payne Templeton, Flathead County 
J* A# Woodward, Gallatin County 

1930 

C. W. Grandey 
W. J, Shirley 
R. H. Wollin 
Payne Templeton 
J* A, Woodward 

1931 

C. W. Grandey 
V/* J, Shirley 
R. H. Wollin 
Payne Templeton 
C, V. Brown, Livingston 
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1932 

C* W. Grandey 
W. J. Shirley 
R. H. Wollin 
C. V, Brown 
Fred Ward, Thompson Falls 

1933 

C. VI, Grand ey 
W# J# Shirley 
R. H. Wollin 
C. V, Brown 
Fred Ward 

193^ 

C. W. Grand ey 
W. J. Shirley 
R. H. Wollin 
C* V, Brown 
F. J. Ward 

1935 

C* W* Grandey 
W. J. Shirley 
R. H. Wollin 
C. V. Brown 
Conrad Orr 

1936 

C. W* Grandey 
VJ, J, Shirley 
R. H. Wollin 
C. V. Brown 
Conrad Orr 
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193? 

C# W. Grand©y 
W. J. Shirley 
R. H, Wollin 
Conrad Orr 
J. G. Ragsdale, Gallatin County 

1933 

C* V/, Grandey 
W. J• Shirley 
R. H. Wollin 
J• G. Ragsdale 
George Harris 

1939 

C. W* Grandey 
W# J. Shirley 
R. H. V/ollin, Sec, 
George Harris 
J, R. Culver, Stanford 
Annin Jahr, Great Falls 

19^0 

C, W* Grandey 
W, J, Shirley 
R* H, Wollin, Sec, 
J..R. Culver 
George Hayes 
Arrain Jahr 

1941 

C, W, Grandey 
W. J, Shirley 
R. H. Wollin, Sec, 
J. R, Culver 
Amin Jahr 
George Hayes 
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19^2 

C. W. Grand ey 
W, J. Shirley 
R, H. Wollin, Sec, 
J • R, Culver 
Armin Jahr 
George Kayes 

1943 

C, W. Grandey 
W, J, Shirley 
R, H, Wollin, Sec, 
J* R, Culver 
Amin Jahr 
George Hayes 

1944 

C, W. Grandey 
Amin J^hr 
R, H, Wollin, Sec, 
George Hayes 
J. R, Culver 
C, P, Crump, St, Ignatius 

1945 

C. W, Grandey 
C, P, Crump 
R* H, Wollin, Sec, 
Armin Jahr 
J. R. Culver 
George Hayes 

1946 

C, P. Crump 
Bill Johnstone 
R, H, Wollin, Sec, 
George Haney 
M, C, Gallagher 
Roy Homme 



c. P. Crimip 
Bill Johnstone 
R. H. Wollin, Sec. 
George Haney 
M. C. Gallagher 
Roy Homme 

1948 

George Haney 
C. P, Crump 
Bill Johnstone 
R. H. Wollin, Sec. 
Elmer Skeie 
Jack Nordgaard 

1949 

George Haney 
Bill Johnstone 
R* H. Wollin, Sec. 
Elmer Skeie 
Jack Nordgaard 
Rex Dailey 

1950 

Bill Johnstone 
Elmer Skeie 
R. H. Wollin, Sec. 
Jack Nordgaard 
Rex Dailey 
C. Y. Hancock, Great Falls 
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TABLE II 

IMPORTANT EVENTS 

1911 - The first state basketball championship game* 

1920 - The first state football championship game. 

1921 - The formation of the Montana High School Athletic Association* 

1930 - Changed the name to Montana High School Association* 

1935 - Joined the National Federation of State High School Associations 

1937 - The. beginning of six man football. 

1938 - The formation of the Teachers Credit Union. 

1939 - The secretary of the MHSA was no longer a board member* 

1944 - The board elects its own officers. 

1949 - The formation of Class C. 
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COVER LETTER 

Dear Mr. : 

In conjunction with the Education Department of Montana State 

University as a graduate student, I am compiling the history of the 

Montana High School Association. The records in the Montana High School 

Association office are incomplete, so I am relying upon you former mem¬ 

bers to supply me with missing information. Since you have given me 

much of your time and effort to make the history, you are those I must 

ask for a few more minutes, so that the results of those many hours can 

be recorded in a history of the Montana High School Association. 

Any information you can add will be of great importance. Please 

find enclosed a self-addressed stamped envelope which I would like 

returned within ten days. Thank you. 

Sincerely yours, 

William E. Stone 
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