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THESIS STATEMENT 



"A designer should use traditional elements of a given area to 

better develop an appropriate continuity with new elements that are 

introduced into the existing context." 
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INTRODUCTION 



Why should the designer seek out and use traditional elements of 

the existing context? In many instances, when a new facility is con

structed within a complex such as the Gallatin County Fairgounds there 

is the possibility of causing an aesthetic alienation to occur with re

spect to the users. I believe that such an alienation is avoidable. 

The designer should respect the traditions of the area that have become 

important to the user. By striving to maintain a certain amount of con

tinuity, the user's previous experiences and future expectations might 

be better accommodated and the quality of an alien and inappropriate 

design lessened. 

While it will be important to develop a continuity on one hand, 

it will also be important to contribute to the complex in such a way 

that the fair atmosphere is enhanced on the other hand. 



What are the traditional elements that a designer should utilize 

to achieve the desired continuity and from where do they come? I have 

choosen a variety of topics that I consider to be important as a means 

to develop an appropriate continuity within this particular site. The 

topics or elements to be dealt with have been extracted from several 

levels of concern. Some of the topics will come directly from the 

immediate site, while others will be derived from the surrounding area 

and still others allude to the greater environmental and historical con

text of the region. 

The following topics are the ones that seem important to this de

signer. It is realized that the list might be expanded several times 

over but these are the topics that may reveal clues that will contribute 

to the development of the theme of continuity. 



FORM Historical and architectural context as concerned with 

the immediate site, the community of Bozeman and the 

state of Montana. 

MATERIALS Texture, color, historical use. 

CIRCULATION 
& SEQUENCE To the site and on the site. 

LANDSCAPING .... General site landscaping. Landscaping adjacent to 

buildings. Montana's historical precedents. Seeking 

a landscape language appropriate to the character and 

plant materials of southwestern Montana. Scale, tex

ture, color. 

SCALE The site, Bozeman, agricultural buildings. 

LINKAGE The path inside as well as outside. Linked spaces and 

volumes. 

THE FAIR Color, movement, discovery, people. 

AGRICULTURE The farm land grid and shelter belts. Animals, equip

ment, structures. 



HISTORY OF THE AGRICULTURAL FAIR 



History of the Agricultural Fair 

The Agricultural Fair has substantial history, going back in time 

to the Medieval Period in Europe. The beginnings of the Agricultural 

Fair are probably rooted in the harvest festivals of peasant villages 

scattered throughout the European continent. The medieval fair develop

ed as an unique mixture of religion, commerce and entertainment.* 

As the American continent was colonized, agriculture developed con

currently as it must right along with the growth of the United States. 

The Agricultural Fair has always maintained a more localized regional 

character as compared to the world expositions which were becoming more 

popular as nations began to industrialize. 

Neighborhood or community based fairs expanded to encompass sever

al communities and thus gained a regional character. The Agricultural 

Fair became a source of information for the rural land owner and the 

city dweller as well. The fair created an air of neighborly competition 

amongst the rural inhabitants. "No institution, perhaps, has exerted 

p 
greater influence upon American rural life than the Agricultural Fair." 

The foremost purpose of the Agricultural Fair was to disseminate 

information, nethods, and ideas and to display innovation in tools, 

equipment, and livestock husbandry. In general, the Agricultural Fair 

was based upon the overall improvement and achievements made in agri

culture, but this was not the sole purpose of the fair. Although the 



educational aspect was important to the fair's very existence; it also 

3 contained very important social and recreational aspects as well. 

The recreational aspect of the agricultural fair became important 

for the generally isolated rural inhabitancy of America. Many fairs were 

held in conjunction with other extravaganzas such as the traveling circus. 

Nowadays most agricultural fairs have moved away from this type of enter

tainment towards entertainment contracted for by the fair management.^ 

Another important recreational part of the fair is that of the spirit of 

competition it fosters among the members of the agricultural conmunity. 

This competition has traditionally been found in the areas of horse 

racing and livestock showmanship. 

The agricultural fair has been an outlet and a means for the 

American farmer and rancher to make social contact with other people of 

the rural community and the urban community. "The fair is one of the 

5 
many projects in which city and country unite." As a broad social en

deavor the agricultural fair encourages the participation of townspeople 

quite as much as that of the rural inhabitant. The urban merchant will 

make an investment in the agricultural fair that is commercially impor-
c 

tant, but at the same time this investment is also socially important. 

The agricultural fair exhibits a link; a collective effort on the part 

of all who participate. 



The agricultural fair provides an occasion for overcoming the iso

lation which is endured by most rural Americans. It is not so much the 

physical isolation which modern means of transportation and communica

tion have all but eliminated, bu the psychosocial isolation which the 

individual encounters/ The American agricultural fair has become an 

institution that "provides the incentive and the means for individu

als to become active participants in the process of widening and deep-
o 

ening their social contacts." 

While considering the social aspect of the agricultural fair, we 

must not forget the visitor. The visitor will also share in the sense 

9 
of the social achievement that is generated and promoted by the fair. 

The visitor has also come to the fair to enjoy the spirit of the festi

val, it is a holiday for him as well as for the farmer and rancher. 

The fair then becomes a means for all those involved; farmer, merchant, 

and visitor alike, to enjoy the festivities and experience a change from 

the everyday routine. 

A rural society is much more than fine livestock, tractors, and 

red barns. It is a network of relationships concerning individuals and 

groups seeking through their activities, associations, and institutions 

the fulfillment of their needs, desires, and purpose in life.10 



HISTORY OF THE MONTANA WINTER FAIR 



In 1866, Gallatin County planned to hold its first fair in Gallatin 

City. Gallatin City was the county's first town which was established 

in February of 1865 near the present site of Three Forks, Montana. There 

are no records of this first county fair.** 

Another county fair was planned for 1871 but it was rained out. A 

year later a very successful fair was held in October. This fair attract

ed people from near and far. The fair was a form of community entertain

ment, a rarity in those days. This fair exhibited sewing and needlecraft, 

1? cooking and canning, displays of grains, vegetables, and livestock. 

In 1873, the Eastern Montana Agricultural, Mineral, and Mechanical 

Association, a newly formed organization, bought an 80 acre parcel of 

land in Gallatin City. The organization erected fair buildings and con

structed a race track. Horse racing was added to the fair events in that 

13 year, much to everyone's delight. 

In 1902, the fairgrounds site in Bozeman, Montana was purchased by 

local businessmen. The then 90 acre site has since been reduced to 

approximately 57 acres as the east and west ends of the site have been 

given over to use by the Montana State Highway Department and the Gallatin 

County Roads Department respectively. 

Fairs were held at this site in conjunction with the Bozeman Sweet 

Pea Festival from 1903 to 1914. Horse racing and harness racing were 



major  events  of  these  fa i rs .  

Gal la t in  County  began to  sponsor  the  fa i rs  held  in  1916,  1917,  and 

1918.  The 1919 fa i r  was  cancel led  due to  a  drought .  The county  fa i rs  

were  d iscont inued unt i l  1925.  From 1925 to  1932 the  fa i rs  were  again  

15 conducted but  were  known as  the  Intermounta in  Fai r .  

The idea  for  Montana 's  only  winter  fa i r  was  a  product  of  the  Bozeman 

Chamber  of  Commerce .  Their  goal  was  to  f ind a  specia l  event  to  emphasize  

Gal la t in  County 's  r ich  farming and agr icul tura l  indust ry .  In  may of  1944,  

the  Bozeman Stock Show Associa t ion was  organized and p lans  were  made to  

1 f i  
conduct  the  f i rs t  fa i r  under  th is  t i t le .  

The Stock Associa t ion put  on a  show in  1945 which ran  f rom November  

30 to  December  1 .  For  th is  show,  a  la rge  tent  was  brought  in  f rom 

Denver  and used for  a  sa le  and show r ing.  In  1946,  the  name of  the  or

ganizat ion was  changed and incorporated to  Montana Winter  Fai r . 1 7  

The f i rs t  Montana Winter  Fai r  was  s taged f rom February  24 through 

March 1  in  1947.  The events  and exhibi ts  of  th is  fa i r  were  spread 

18 
throughout  the  Bozeman communi ty  and were  held  in  var ious  locat ions .  

The present  exhibi t ion bui ld ing no.  1  was in  place  for  the  1947 

19 
Montana Winter  Fai r .  The addi t ion of  exhibi t ion bui ld ing no.  2  occurr

ed in  1956.  I t  was  in  th is  year  tha t  a l l  of  the  fa i r  events  were  held  

on the  fa i rground 's  s i te .  Exhibi t ion bui ld ing no.  3  was  added la ter  to  



make up the three linked buildings which comprise the existing exhibi

tion facility. 

The building which is presently used as the indoor show and sale 

arena was reportedly moved to the fairgrounds in 1913 from Bozeman. 

This building was formerly Bozeman's first gymnasium. The structure was 

?fi 
originally 60' x 100' but has been expanded to 90' x 200'. 

In 1975, the present Montana Winter Fair Office was constructed on 

the fairgrounds, allowing the administration to move from downtown. 

This office is staffed year round and during the Winter Fair acts as a 

public relations liaison by answering questions and helping visitors and 

21 exhibi tors. 

The new kitchen and dining building was begun in 1979 but was not 

completed in time for use during the 1980 Winter Fair. Only the shell 

of the building was completed with all of the interior work left to be 

finished at a later date as funding becomes available. 

The food service facility located in exhibit building no. 1 has 

been operated by the Hope Lutheran Church for 33 of the Montana Winter 

Fair's 34 years in existence. The church rents the space and buys the 

food that is served. Much of the food is prepared in the church kitchen 

22 and is then delivered twice a day to the fairgrounds. 

Tickets were sold for the 1945 fair, however, this didn't work out 



that year so ever since the Montana Winter Fair has been a free show for 

23 
all to enjoy. The county taxpayer is assessed 1.5 mills to support 

the fairgrounds. The county puts $10,000 toward the Winter Fair itself. 

The Montana Winter Fair is today a $50,000 production. The remaining 

$40,000 comes from the per head fee paid by livestock exhibitors, rental 

of the interior and exterior exhibit space, admission charges for the 

horse shows, and special entertainment. Any excess money realized is 

24 invested in the fairgrounds and the facilities. 

The fairgrounds site and facilities are used by many community and 

commercial organizations. In 1978 there were 161 events at the fair-

25 
grounds with the usual average being about 3 events per week. The 

fairgrounds is used for 4-H functions, Bozeman Saddle Club events, car 

shows, local merchant sales, auctions, horse shows, and gun shows to 

name a few. 

The early Winter Fairs were attended by about 500 people per day. 

The fair has shown a gradual increase in attendance over the years. 

26 
Since the 1970 fair, attendance has been more than 7500 people a day. 

The fair draws people and livestock from many states in the northwest as 

well as from all over the state of Montana. With well over 50,000 people 

attending the Montana Winter Fair annually, the economic impact on the 

community of Bozeman is substantial. 



The major emphasis of the Winter Fair is on livestock, with more 

than 1500 entered annually, but this division of the fair is compliment

ed by the other divisions. The fair offers something for everyone. In 

1979, there were more than 80 commercial booths and displays in the ex

hibit buildings and along the three midways. The fair has livestock 

shows and sales, a draft horse pulling contest, a kiddie's corner 

(petting zoo), an arts and crafts division and various household divi-

27 sions for all to see and enjoy. 

The Montana Winter Fair is an event that is promoted and supported 

by the community of Bozeman and has shown a steady and gradual growth 

over the years. 



SITE DATA 



The Gallatin County Fairgrounds is situated on the north edge of 

Bozeman. The north property line of the site coincides with the north

ern line of the present line of the Bozeman city limits. The fairgrounds 

lie between Oak Street (incompleted) on the north and Tamarack Street on 

the south. The Gallatin County Roads Department service shop and yards 

border the site on the west while the Bozeman Division of the Montana 

State Highway shops and yards are on the east border. 

To the south across Tamarack Street lie areas of residential neigh

borhoods along with the Bozeman Senior Citizens Center on the corner of 

Tamarack Street and Tracy Avenue. A low income housing project is pro

posed for the area adjoining the Senior Center property on the corner of 

Tamarack Street and Grand Avenue. 

Vehicular access to the site from outlying areas occurs along Grand 

Avenue and Rouse Avenue to Tamarack Street. The fairground has four 

gates along it's south border on Tamarack Street for vehicle access. 

The fairground is served by utilities that run along Tamarack Street 

which includes city sewer and water, natural gas, electrical power. 
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CLIMATE 



Bozeman lies in a rich agricultural valley surrounded by mountains. 

The rich soil and abundant water supply contribute to the production of 

fine livestock and excellent crops of which a good variety is grown. 

The valley generally slopes downward to the northwest following the path 

of the rivers and streams in the valley. 

The Gallatin County Fairgrounds is located on the north edge of the 

city limits of Bozeman. The Bozeman areas has essentially a mountain 

valley climate where the precipitation varies considerably from one area 

to the next within the valley. The summers are generally pleasant with 

extremely hot weather being infrequent while the winters are relatively 

cold. 

The city of Bozeman lies in the band of prevailing westerlies. 

Generally the winter winds are considered to blow from the northwest 

with infrequent severe winter storms coming from the east. The summer 

breezes in Bozeman are usually from the southwest. 



Bozeman Climatic Data 

45° 40' North Latitude 

1110 03' West Longitude 

4856 Feet Above Sea Level 

Mean Annual Degree Days; 8082 

Mean Annual Precipitation; 18.61" 

Mean Annual Snow Fall; 83.50" 

Temperature Range (°F); High 99°, Low -36° 

Greatest Daily Snow Fall; 20.00" 

Mean Days 32° and Below; 185 

Means Days 0° and Below; 18 

Sun Altitude; June 21, 68° December 21, 21° 

Mean % of Sunshine ; 60% 

) 



WIKITER WIMDS 
Mm 

/ 

SAMD or / 
FREVAIUUGi 

WESTERLIES 

\ 

\ 

mm brezcs 

mm 

SOUTH 

w 5T0KMS 
f 

WlKiD DIAGRAM 

mm 
SUMMER 

5UU5EJ 
5UURISE 

50LAR DIAGRAM 

124 30 

WlklTCK 
FIGURE 3 



s~ 

EXISTING STRUCTURES & FACILITIES 



The twenty existing structures on the fairgrounds fall into groups 

basically consisting of exhibit buildings and the livestock barns and 

the show arena. 

Fair displays and exhibits and many other events are presently con

ducted in the three exhibit buildings. Exhibit building no. 1 is a wood 

framed structure with a hip roof and clearstory monitor. This frame 

building has had a metal skin applied to it. Exhibit building no. 2 is 

a metal frame "Quonset" structure with a metal skin. Exhibit building 

no. 3 is a hip roofed metal framed structure also sheathed with a metal 

skin. These three exhibit buildings are linked by two passageways. The 

exhibit facility is used for many different purposes throughout the 

year. The only thing that gives the facility itself any interest seems 

to me to the Winter Fair. The fair brings life, color, and movement 

to the buildings. When the buildings are used for other events ana ac

tivities they become cold and empty shells devoid of any human imprint. 

The midways lie between the exhibit buildings and the barns. With

in this area are located structures housing men's and women's toilet 

facilities and the Montana Winter Fair Office. The midways are used 

for outdoor exhibits of large agriculture equipment, livestock displays, 

mobile home exhibits and other large displays. 

Within the barn area there are several steel framed metal skinned 

livestock barns of varying sizes and forms. These barns are on the 



western part of the site. For the most part, these structures serve 

their purpose as temporary housing for livestock. These structures are 

used by a variety of groups during the year. 

The livestock show arena is also a steel framed metal skinned struc

ture. The building contains an earth floored arena and bleacher seating 

for 1200 persons. Also housed in the building are public toilets, enter

ed from the outside, and a small fast food service. This facility is 

used for livestock showing and judging, roping events, horse shows and 

contests, and public entertainment. 

In the northwest corner of the site is an outdoor arena. The arena 

is fenced and has some bleacher seating along the south edge. This arena 

is used by several horse groups and the Sheriff's Posse. It is also the 

site of the 4th of July firewords display. 

The rack track on the north edge of the site is under development 

at this time. As funds become available, the track is being improved. 

The interior of the track is currently used during favorable weather for 

hunter, jumper, and dressage courses. It is forecast to have construct

ed grand stands and a rodeo arena to conduct horse racing and rodeo 

events in this area of the fairgrounds. 

One lone metal structure is located in the southwest corner of the 

site. This building is used by the Gallatin County Sheriff's Posse. 



This structure formerly housed the fair's rabbit and poultry displays 

but these events have since lost their interest in the valley and have 

been dropped from the Winter Fair lists. The building is now used to 

store equipment and hold meetings of the posse. 

The fairgrounds superintendent's residence and office is located 

on the south border of the site on Tamarack Street. The building is a 

wood frame residential structure. The superintendent lives in this 

structure throughout the year. 



MASTER PLAN — PROGRAM 



The master plan is an analytical and developmental device and is 

an important tool for future development of a site such as the fair

grounds under consideration. The master plan will lend direction to 

future decisions made by the governing bodies. 

The master plan will define relationships among the varied elements 

and aspects of the site. The development of the master plan will rely 

heavily on the site analysis previously discussed. The paragraphs that 

follow will deal with individual elements of the site that are to be con

sidered in the final master plan. 

Access and egress to and from the site become an element that is 

important to the users of the facilities within the confines of the site. 

The categories of users may be broken down into two basic groups includ

ing the visitor (which again may be broken down as to what event or ele

ment of the site is the destination), and the exhibitor (commercial and 

livestock). Access will also be important for those who service the 

site. 

Access and egress are also concerns for the city of Bozeman. 

Access for police and fire protection myst be insured. The traffic flows 

to and from the site should fit into the city's planning scheme. 

Because various elements of the site are used during different 

periods of the year as well as at different times of the day and night, 



access to all the various areas needs to be considered. Many of these 

areas may require adjacent parking lots or at least this might be de

sirable. 

Control and security of the site will need consideration. Since a 

caretaker lives on the grounds in an existing structure, it seems ad

visable to have a control point established near this existing residence. 

Circulation patterns will have to be developed to minimize conflict 

between vehicular traffic and pedestrian traffic. These patterns will 

have to be developed in conjunction with the existing and proposed faci

lities including structures, activities, parking lots, and entrances. 

As suggested above, future additional structures and activities 

will be important in the development of the master plan. While the 

master plan prepares the site for future needs and may suggest additional 

facilities and activities, it should also respect as much as possible the 

existing activity patterns that have developed through the years. 

A landscape plan must become an integral part of the master plan. 

Various landscape schemes dealing with protions of the site may need to 

be developed to better establish the relationships required. The land

scape scheme can contribute to defining areas, circulation, activities, 

and establish a continuity with the environment in general and surround

ing areas in particular. 



In essence, the master plan becomes a device to assess and describe 

the development of a set of complex relationships between the many and 

varied parts or elements of the site which include, but are not limited 

to, the relationships of structures to the forces of nature, structures 

to people and animals, streets to parking lots, parking lots to struc

tures and activity areas, site to landscape scheme, history to site, and 

continuity to all of the above. 
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DEVELOPMENT OF THE MASTER PLAN 



To improve traffic circulation to the fairgrounds and 

to resolve vehicle-pedestrian conflicts on the site. 

Link Tamarack Street with North 7th Avenue to provide 

access to the fairgrounds from the interstate and west 

Bozeman. Control and divide the use of the four access 

gates along Tamarack Street. Divide the use of the 

gates to accommodate vehicular access for exhibitors 

and visitors, access for staff and service, access for 

pedestrians. Parking is to be left mostly open but 

areas of parking should be defined. 

A landscape scheme to give the site scale and greenery. 

The scheme should help to organize the site. Land

scaping should not hamper snow removal. 

The landscape scheme should help to define activity 

and parking areas. Landscaping can integrate the 

fairgrounds with the surrounding area. The scheme can 

contribute to buffering environmental elements. Trees 

and shrubs should be used to visually screen poor views 

and frame good views. The scheme should provide a 

place to develop a well groomed landscape area. Park

ing areas can be organized and defined with clumps of 

trees. The scheme should allow for snow removal areas. 

Landscaping should also contribute to the circulation. 



The landscape plan can help achieve the scale and con

text desired by using native plant materials. 

The Need Expanded livestock show facility to provide more and 

better spectator seating. 

The Means Convert the existing show arena into a livestock barn 

and provide a location for a new stock show facility. 

The Need More livestock barns will be required as Winter Fair 

and other uses of the fairgrounds expand. 

The Means Provide space for the development of additional live

stock barns. 

The Need The race track and the existing rodeo arena should be 

combined for better site utilization. 

The Means Place the outdoor arena in the interior of the race 

track. The present outdoor arena space is to be used 

for expansion of the barn area. Provide location for 

grandstands for both races and rodeo. Parking should 

be nearby. 

The Need A new exhibition facility to replace the inadequate 

existing buildings. 

The Means Provide a location for a new exhibition facility. 

Parking should be nearby and so should pedestrian 

access. A well groomed landscape area should be ad

jacent to the new facility. The traditional location 

should not be rejected if possible. 
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SITE SELECTION 



The traditional aspects of the site including parking, site entry, 

midway locations, and the sequence of experiencing the Winter Fair have 

had a strong influence upon selecting the site for the new exhibition 

facility. Since the fairgrounds slope to the north, the area choosen 

will also ensure good drainage for the building and parking lot. This 

site will also provide for good public visibility from Tamarack Street. 

Public utilities are also readily available from Tamarack Street. 
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EXHIBITION FACILITIES PROGRAM 



To be effective as a design tool, the program should record and de

scribe not only the physical requirements of a space; but also the func

tion for which the space will be used, the desired character, the rela

tionship of the space to other spaces (interior & exterior), suggest 

component parts and materials, lighting and mechanical requirements. 

The program that follows is for the proposed areas that make up a 

new exhibition facility for the Gallatin County Fairgrounds. This faci

lity has been choosen out of the other problems identified during the 

master plan progress as the one to be taken through the design process 

to an architectural solution. 



General  

The exhibi t ion fac i l i ty  should  not  be  prohibi t ive  to  use  by the  

handicapped.  The fac i l i ty  should  have an ef fect ive  c i rcula t ion pat tern  

which i s  evident  to  the  v is i tor .  

The exhibi t ion fac i l i ty  should  consol idate  many of  the  e lements  

tha t  are  now d is t r ibuted on the  s i te  to  achieve a  more  e f fect ive  opera

t ion of  the  complex.  

The square  footage s i ted  for  the  avr ious  spaces  are  es t imates  for  

gross  areas  which include some a l lowances  for  wal ls ,  c i rcula t ion space ,  

e tc .  I t  may be  determined dur ing the  des ign phase  that  some adjus tments  

may have to  be  made.  



Lobby 1600 sq. ft. 

The main entrance to the facility should be readily identifiable 

from the major parking lot and this entry should lead directly to the 

lobby. It would be desirable to create a buffer space with the entry 

between the outdoors and the lobby space. The lobby will be important 

as an orientation space for the visitor, especially during the Winter 

Fair. The lobby should provide the visitor with the means to gain an 

understanding of the entire site (a site map) as well as the exhibition 

facility. 

The lobby should contain areas set aside for the purposes of rest

ing, conversation, and observation. 

It would be desirable for the lobby space to contain some greenery 

and natural light. 

As an element in the circulation system the lobby should afford the 

visitor with physical, and in some cases visual, access to the other 

spaces within the facilities including the administration area, public 

toilets, food service, exhibit space(s), and midways. 



Administration 1200 sq. ft. 

The administration area should provide for an office for the grounds 

caretaker. This office will oversee the various maintenance duties re

quired by the site complex as well as facility scheduling and coordina-

tion. 

The office should have one desk, phone, fil ing cabinet, seating for 

2 or 3 people, general lighting, access to a conference room, and access 

to a toilet. The office should allow for visual control of the main en

trance, and have an outside entrance. 

The administration area should also provide office space for the 

Montana Winter Fair Staff. Within this space, there should be a small 

office for the Fair Director. This office will contain one desk, seat

ing for 2-3 people, phone, general lighting, file cabinet, and entry 

from the outer office. 

The outer office should have a desk for a receptionist and two 

secretarial positions. Each of these work stations is to have a phone, 

file cainet and typewriter. This office will be the communications cen

ter for the complex and will be especially busy during the week of the 

Winter Fair. The public should have easy access to this office. There 

should be a view to the outside which will also allow for some natural 

light. The office should also have visual control to the main entry and 



the lobby area. 

Because this outer office will act as an information center, there 

should be seating space for 5-6 people, and a counter for filling out 

forms and writing. There should be access to the conference room and a 

toilet from this office. The employees should have space for a coffee 

bar with a sink and cabinet storage below. There should be a storage 

room for office supplies and coats. 

A small toilet containing a lavatory with a mirror and a stool 

should be located in the administration area. 

A conference room to seat approximately twelve persons at a table 

should be located in or near the administrative offices. A view to the 

outside would be preferred but is not essential. This room will be used 

to conduct board meetings and private conferences and could be used as a 

secretarial work space. 



Exhibit Space 23,000 sq. ft. 

The exhibit areas will serve in several capacities. Flexibility 

will be the key topic for much of this allotted space. These spaces 

will be used for much more than just Winter Fair. For example, sales 

by commercial establishments from downtown and auctions of several types 

will be held here. 

To maintain control and efficient use of the exhibit space, it would 

be desirable to have several exhibit areas with all having major access 

through the lobby. This system would also allow for only portions of 

the building to be opened up and perhaps heated, depending on the func

tion taking place. Some of the exhibit space may be developed for spe

cialized use (i.e. arts and crafts display) through articularation of 

the artificial and natural lighting system. 

Because of the flexibility required, a demountable wall or partition 

system should be considered as a means of dividing the large spaces into 

smaller exhibit booths. Storage space will be required for whatever type 

of system is used. 

Some of the exhibit areas will require overhead doors to facilitate 

the movement of large display items (i.e. automobiles). 



Food Service 5,000 sq. ft. 

During the Montana Winter Fair the food service in exhibition build 

ing no. 1 has traditionally been provided by a local religious organiza

tion. It would be desirable to maintain this tradition with the new 

faci1ity. 

Much of the food is prepared off the site and delivered to the fair 

grounds. The kitchen should be located so that it has a delivery and 

service entries. The kitchen should have warming ovens as well as other 

ovens and equipment. There should be a dishwashing and pots and pans 

washing area. Refrigerated and dry storage will be required. 

There should be a cafeteria serving line as well as a short order 

facility. Both of these should be accessible form the lobby. 

The dining area should seat approximately 150 people. This area 

should be considered for other uses so it may be necewsary for the 

furnishings to be of folding and stacking types for easy movement and 

storage. Storage space should be nearby. The dining area should have 

good natural light and a view to the outside if possible. 



Public Toilets .500 sq. ft. 

The men's and women's toilet facilities should be located with 

access by the way of the lobby. Drinking fountains, including one for 

the handicapped, should be located near the toilet facilities and be 

easily reached from the lobby space. To avoid creating a congestion 

area the entrance to the toilet facilities should not l ie in the major 

circulation system. 

The two toilet spaces should be served by a common pipe space which 

should include a janitor storage space. 

The introduction of natural l ight might be desirable but not manda

tory. The spaces should have general l ighting, and good ventilation. 

The women's toilet should have an area for sitting and resting and 

this area may also be used for child care. 



Mechanical Space 200 sq. ft. 

The mechanical space should be located near the food service facil

ity to supply it with hot water. Major electrical service will be housed 

in this mechanical space. The space should be provided with an exterior 

access and limited storage. 

The major spaces of the facility should be heated and ventilated by 

individual mechanical units so that the entire facility will not have to 

be heated when only portions are occupied. 



Gross Square Footage 

Space Square Feet 

Lobby 1,600 

Administration 1,200 

Exhibit Space 23,000 

Food Service 5,000 

Public Toilets 500 

Mechanical Space 200 

Total 31,500 
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"I  f ind that  i f  one has  r ight ly  grasped the fundamental  

pr inciple  of  cont inui ty  and can use i t  with ease one needs 

nothing fur ther  to  make discoveries  and to  present  one 's  

views "  
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