LIBRARY
State Univ-i-rtt*
BOZOWW

A COURTHOUSE FOR LEWIS AND CLARK COUNTY
Part I
Undergraduate Thesis in Architectural Design

By
Lawrence W. Truchot
v

Submitted to the School of Architecture as partial fulfillment
the requirements for the degree of Bachelor of Architecture

at
Montana State University

Bozeman, Montana
March, 1969

INTRODUCTION

A courthouse will mean different things to different
people.

To the county employee it may mean a comfortable

and efficient place in which to work. To the public it might
mean a progressive government making the county a better place
in which to live.

A county courthouse can affect the

environment of the county in many ways.

A county courthouse

is also a small part of the environment of a county, as
distinctive to the character of a county, as a car or house is
distinctive to an individual.
A courthouse should add to the total environment of the
county.

It should not live off the environment.

The present

Lewis and Clark County Courthouse does not characterize growth,
order, or efficiency.
work.

It does not characterize a good place to

It does not characterize progress.
In this thesis project, I will present what a Lewis and

Clark County Courthouse should be.
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THE

NEED

THE NEED

INTRODUCTION
The first courthouse for Lewis and Clark County once stood
north of the present courthouse. (2:1967) This proved to be
too small to handle the offices of the local government.
April, 1885, this building was condemned.

In

The present Lewis and

Clark County Courthouse was built as Montana's first state
capitol building. It was combined with the courthouse from 1885
to 1887, and has served as the County Courthouse since the new
capitol building was built at the turn of the century.

(4,35:1964)

The 1935 earthquake caused some damage to the roof and the
third floor.

A tall clock tower was removed for safety reasons

after the earthquake.

The third floor appears as though it

had not been restored completely and is not at present completely
utilized.

Although the building appears to be structurally sound,

the second and third floors have only one exit and with

a

considerable amount of wood used in the construction, this
presents a definite fire hazard.

COURTHOUSE:

SOUTH ELEVATION

COUNTY JAIL: NORTH AND WEST ELEVATION

EXISTING COURTHOUSE AND JAIL, 1969

A LACK OF SPACE
The following departments of the County Government are at
present housed within the Courthouse building and basically, all
areas have their faults.

County Commission:

(9:1969)

There is essentially no facility

for public attendance at Commission meetings.

The meeting area

is short on storage space for projectors and other needed equipment.
Clerk and Recorder:

Record storage space is the most

serious problem for this department.

A micro-film storage

system is being considered and if it were adopted most of the
storage problems would be solved and space requirements greatly
reduced.

Storage space for voting machines and ballot boxes is

another problem which needs to be considered.

At the present

time some of the ballot boxes are kept in the corridors of
the courthouse.
Treasurer:

The staff has not increased in the last ten

years but the work load has.

The existing space would allow one

or two additional employees without crowding.

The department

handles motor vehicle licensing requiring additional staff
members during January and February.

Micro-film storage

would be of help in this department.
Assessor:

Existing space appears to be adequate for the

present staff. It would be difficult to add any new employees
without increasing the building space.

Classification and Appraisal:

Space and staff are adequate

at this time and no change is forseen.
Auditor:
years.

Staff of two has not changed in the last twenty

One additional staff member could be used which would

cause some crowding. The existing space would not allow additional
expansion.
Superintendent of Schools:

Space and staff are adequate

at this time and no change is forseen.
Welfare;

The main deficiency at the present time is

space, particularily private consulation rooms.

Some attempt

has been made to remodel part of the basement for this use but
the results certainly leaves a lot to be desired.

The staff is

adequate now but future needs are sure to increase this substantially.
There is a possibility that Medicade could be extended to low
income families which would double the staff of this department
in order to meet minimum federal requirements.
Judicial:

The existing courtrooms are very satisfactory

and two District Judges are able to keep up with the work load.
The addition of one more Judge would probably take care of any
forseeable load increase, but it is difficult to predict when
this could happen.

The main complaint about existing

facilities is the lack of an elevator which evidently prevents
some witnesses from appearing in court, which is located on an
upper floor.

Clerk of Court:

This department also has storage problems

and could take advantage of some kind of micro-film system.
The present staff is able to handle the work load.
County Attorney:
too heavy.

The work load does not appear to be

Two of the four employees are part time now.

A full

time staff-of four may be able to handle any increase in work
load for the forseeable future and this would not require any
real increase in space.
Probation Officer:
arranged.

Office space is crowded and poorly

Work load is not heavy and no increase in staff is

anticipated in the near future.
Justice of the Peace: There are two such officials with
one located on the third floor and one located in the basement.
This separation makes communication more difficult than it
should be.

These two offices should be located adjacent

to one another so that a common reception area may be utilized
and thought should be given to the required space for a third
Justice of the Peace.
Marriage Counselor:

The position is presently operating

in a private residence which seems to work very well.

This

practice will probably be continued and as such does not need
any space in the courthouse.

County Jail:

The County jail building was constructed at

the same time as the courthouse and has probably outlived its
usefullness.

At one time living quarters were provided in this

building for the sheriff and his family and the sheriff's wife
did the cooking for the prisoners.

This is no longer done; this

area is now used mainly for storage.
The building seems to have plenty of space but the arrange
ment is such that efficient use of this space is very difficult
and any expansion is almost impossible.

Remodeling might help,

but it may not be economically feasible.

The demands made upon

the Sheriff's Office are almost certain to increase as the
suburban area grows around Helena and this is the area of
fastest growth.

There is some talk of a new program to keep

more prisoners in county jails who might ordinarily be sent to
the state prison.
planning.

This would have considerable impact on future

Some kind of improvements are most certainly needed

for the Sheriff's Office if there is to be a continuing adequate
service to residents of the county.

LOCAL CONDITIONS

LOCAL CONDITIONS

GEOGRAPHICAL
Lewis and Clark County, located in the heart of the Big
Sky Country, is primarily farm and ranch land.
Helena, the county seat of Lexvis and Clark County, is bord
ered on the south by Mount Helena, on the west

by McDonald

Pass, on the east by Canyon Ferry and on the north by the Gates
of the Mountains.

Situated at 4100 feet above sea level (5:1968),

these attractions and other mountains, forests, and wildlife
make Helena a recreational and hunting area.
Helena, nicknamed the "Queen of the Mountains," is the
4th largest city in the state.

Helena's location is such that

an estimated 65% of Montana's population and 90% of its xvealth
are within 125 miles of Helena. (1,127:1957)

According to

Joe Campbell, Helena architect, the estimated population
of Helena is 28,000.
HISTORIC
In July of 1805, while traveling the Missouri River on the
way west, the Lewis and Clark Expedition came upon the area
Captain Lewis called the Gates of the Mountains. (8,86:1885)
During the next 45 years the area was visited only by a
few fur traders and indians.

From 1858 to 1860, a military

wagon road was built between Fort Benton, Montana and Dallas,

Oregon,

This road went through Wolf Creek Canyon north of

Helena, This helped to open the area for settlement.

In the

1860's a few immigrant farmers settled in the Helena Valley
and became the area's first permanent residents.
On July 14, 1864, a party of four, headed by Mr. John
Cowan, unable to locate paydirt in Virginia City, started out
and prospected in various places without success.

Discouraged

with their lack of luck they were about to give up when one of
the party suggested a small gulch they had passed the day before,
be explored.

Cowan said,

"This little gulch on the Prickley

Pear is our last chance."

Last Chance Gulch it became and so

it is known today. (5:1968)
Over $200,000,000 in gold was taken out of the winding
gulch.

Old timers say the street was staggered deliberately,

so as to reduce the shooting range of its gun toting, fun loving
citizenry.

In Last Chance Gulch, bold outlaws and suave gamblers

flourished, while hot quarrels and sudden deaths marked each
milestone of the camp's progress until the Vigilantes, that secret
powerful organization, brought law and order out of chaos by
rude, swift justice on Hangman's Tree.
In May of 1864, Montana became a territory.

It had

nine counties one of which was Lewis and Clark County, then called
Edgerton.

It was changed to Lewis and Clark in 1867 by the

territorial legislature.

In that year Lewis and Clark

County built its first courthouse.

It was just north of the

now existing courthouse.
In 1875 it was decided to move the territorial capitol
from Virginia City to Helena.

As Helena grew, the old courthouse

became overcrowded. It was then decided to build a new one
just south of the old courthouse on Broadway, between East
Ewing, West Ewing, and Fifth Avenue,
Hodgson, Wallingford, and Stem of St. Paul, Minnesota
were architects for this new courthouse, which was Norman
Romanesque design and built from Montana grey granite and dark
red sandstone.
James Ryan and John Burton of Helena recieved the contract
to build the courthouse, they later sold the contract to Major
J.J. Palmer of Indianapolis, Indiana who began work in the

spring of 1886.
The building was finished in June of 1887 and dedicated
on July 5, 1887.

It served as a territorial capitol as well as

a courthouse. (2:1967)
In 1889, Montana was declared the 41st state and Helena
was chosen as its capitol.
in 1899.

Work on a Capitol building was begun

SOCIAL-ECONOMIC
Helena's economy was originally founded upon the mining
industry.

As the state developed, the mining boom collapsed.

Agriculture then became the major foundation of Helena's economy.
Many of the wealthy renchers in the area began to move to
town; soon the businessmen came and Helena was thriving again.
It is said that more millionaires per capita lived in Helena
in the 1890fs than in

any other place in the nation.

They lived

in many of the mansions that are still very much a part of
Helena today.
The economy of Helena today is based upon agriculture,
state administration and the tourist trade.
The population has been rising steadily since 1930.

It's

estimated population today is 28,000 according to Joe Campbell,
Helena architect.
CLIMATE
Year in and year out, Helena has the most equable climate
in the state.

The annual average temperature is 43.8 and the

ratio of sunshine based on a 54-year average is 2666 hours per
year, which is 58% of the possible. The average annual precipit
ation is 12.70 inches.

The average length of the growing season

is 151 days with the average date of the first killing frost in
autumn on October 1st.

The average hourly wind movement is 8 mph.
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The sun angle varies from a high of 67 at noon on June 22
to a low of 18 at 6 P.M. on December 22 and swings an arc
of 56* east and west of south.

(1.7:1964)

Snow and Sleet
Max. 24 hr. Period

21.5 in.

Max. Monthly

37.9 in.

Rain
Max. 24 hr. Period

2.06 in.

Min. Monthly

.02 in.

Max. Monthly

4.74 in.

Temperature
Low

-42

High

103

Monthly

43.4

Temperature
0 and below

26 days

32 and below

51 days

32 and above

181 days

90 and above

14 days

Weather
Heavy fog

8 days

Thunderstorm

38 days

Snow; sleet, 1.0" or more

14 days

Precipitation, .01" or more

97 days

Cloudy

175 days

Part Cloudy

107 days

Clear

84 days

Wind
Max.

73 mph

Prevailing wind

Westerly

Mean hour speed

8 mph

MEM TEMPERATURE AMD PRECIPITATION
Month

Temperature

Precipitation

January

17,6

.55

February

23.4

.41

March

32.2

.72

April

43.2

.88

May

52.2

1,60

June

59

2.15

July

68

.98

August

65

.93

September

54

1,16

October

45,1

,68

November

31,7

,64

December

22,7

,64

SITE

CONDITIONS

SITE CONDITIONS

ORIENTATION
The proposed site for the new courthouse is located In
Last Chance Gulch.

This area is bounded by State Street on the

north, Lissner Street on the south, Park Street on the west and
Water Street on the east.

This site is an irregular shape

running in a north-south direction, (See Figure #4)
ADJACENT ENVIRONMENT
To the north of the site is Helena's business district.
This area is at present in a semi-blighted condition.

This

area is to be restored under the model-city program that Helena
is under at present.
Directly west of the site is a bluff on which Reeder's
Alley Art center is located.

There are also several single

family residences located on the bluff.
To the south is Last Chance Gulch on which very few
buildings now exist.

The ones existing are in very bad condition.

These will be torn down to make room for new construction.

The

purchasing of these will be done under the model city program.
TOPOGRAPHY
The site is gently sloping in the north-south direction
at approximately three feet in one hundred.
direction there is practically no slope.

In the east-west
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SITE:

AS VIEWED

FROM NORTH-EAST

VIEW OF TYPICAL
HOUSING ON THE SITE

To the west and east of the plot, the ground rapidly rises
and becomes bluffs.
UTILITIES
All of the streets in the area near the site were repaired
in 1957 at which time new curbs, sewer, and water facilities
were added.

These would be adequare for the proposed courthouse.

SOIL ANALYSIS
As of now, no tests have been recorded on the soil type
and soil conditions in this area.

Since this was originally a

mining area with a creek running through it, it may be assumed
that the soil is a clay-gravel composition.

Since this area is

surrounded by rocky outcroppings, I asstime there is bedrock,
composed of limestone directly under the clay-gravel surface.
I also assume this mixture \?ill support 6000 P/SF.
VEGETATION
Vegetation on the site is sparse.

The grass is a bunch

grass type which leaves bare patches )f soil exposed.
green for only a short period during spring.

It is

The soil is

highly calcareous and as a result it is difficult to grow
vegetation in it.

There are large thick clumps of Ponderosa

Pine on the slopes of the gultches to the southwest and
southeast of the site, although there are very few on the
site itself.

Shrubs are of three types:

Juiper, which is

uncommon the the area; Sagebrush, and Skunk Brush Sumac.

ZONING REGULATIONS
The zoning regulations are as follows:
1)

Class #2 fire zone in accordance with the UNIFORM BUILDING
CODE.

2)

Class "C" or commercial.

3)

No setback requirements.

4)

Seventy foot height restriction variance if justification
can be shown,

FUNCTIONS
THE

WITHIN
BUILDING

FUNCTIONS WITHIN THE BUILDING
(3:1969) (9:1969) (14:1962)
COUNTY COMMISSIONERS ' OFFICE
Activities:
The commissioners meet daily to perform their duties.
They meet xtfith the public, singly, or in groups, as the Board
of County Commissioners.

The Clerk and Recorder acts as the

Clerk of the Board when the. board meets.
The Secretary does all of the necessary correspondence and
paperwork.

She also acts at the receptionist.

Duties:
a)

Pass on all claims for county money.

bj

Order elections to vote on propositions to raise
money for public improvements.

c)

Let all contracts to which the county is a party.

d)

Determine and fix millage • levies to be assessed
against property in the county.

e) Pass on all proposed budgets for all county offices
and school districts.
f)

Fill vacancies that may arise in a county office.

g)

Open and establish new roads in the county.

Number of Personnel:
a)

Three commissioners.

b)

One secretary.

Description:
Commissioner's Offices
Three at 150 square feet - Total area 450 square feet.
Function:

General management of the county activities

Equipment:

One desk, two chairs, shelves and a file.

Secretary Reception
One office at 240 square feet.
Function:

Secretarial space and reception area.

Equipment:

One desk, lounge chairs, shelves and files

Conference Room
One at 400 square feet.
Function:

Equipment:

Space for conference with the public and
county officials.
Conference table,14 chairs and shelves.

Storage Room
One at 100 square feet
Function:
Equipment:

Fireproof area for the storage of records.
Shelves and file cabinets.

COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT
Activities:
The county physician is called upon to perform minor
examinations such as blood testing and urineanalysis.

He is in

charge of supervising mass inoculations and vaccinations.
Duties:
a)

Gives medical attention and medicine to the sick.
There is no charge to the poor.

b)

Nurses examine children for physical defects.

c)

Vaccinate or inoculate against contagious diseases.

Number of Personnel:
a) One County Physician
b) Six Deputies
Description:
Physician's Office
Oiie at 140 square feet.
Function:
Equipment:

Office space for physician.
One desk, two chairs, shelves and file.

General Work Area
One at 600 square feet.
Function!
Equipment:

Working area for the six deputies.
Six desks, ten chairs, one work table,
files and shelves.

Examination Room:
One at 200 square feet.
Function:
Equipment:

Space for minor examinations.
One dressing area and curtain, one
sink, one adjustable examination
table and cabinets, incubator and
a small area for a toilet.

CLERK AND RECORDER
Activities:
The Clerk and Recorder is responsible for performing the
duties listed below.

The receptionist recieves the documents

arid records their arrival in a record book.

The processor

makes photostatic copies of the documents and gives them to
the indexor.

The indexor files them in a vault.

The deputy

in charge of elections registers all the voters and draws up
the precinct registers.
county's finances.

The bookkeeper keeps records of the

The secretary takes care of the necessary

correspondence and miscellaneous paperwork.
Duties:
a)

Records documents.

b)

Audits and records claims.

c)

Issues all warrants.

d)

Makes monthly reports to the state auditor and county
treasurer.

e)

Keeps financial records.

f)

Makes annual reports to the state examiner;

g)

Registers all voters and posts official registers
of voters for each precinct.

h)

Acts as Clerk of the Board of Commissioners.

Number of Personnel:
a)

One Clerk and Recorder.

b) Seven deputies (one receptionist, one processor,
one indexor, one clerk, one election registrar,
one bookkeeper and one secretary).
Description:
Clerk and Recorder's Office
One at 140 square feet.
Function: Private office space for Clerk and Recorder.
Equipment:

One desk, two chairs, file and shelves.

Reception Area
One at 200 square feet.
Function:

Recieves deeds, claims, documents and
records transactions.

Equipment:

Counter and lounge chairs.

General Clerical Area
One at 750 square feet.
Function:

Equipment:

Processing documents, recording voters
and county finances..
Seven desks, three worktables, files,
photostat machine, and shelves.

Record Room
One at 850 square feet.
Fireproof vault space for documents.
Equipment:

Shelves and files.

Storage Room
One at 120 square feet.
Function:
Equipment:

Storage space for office's equipment.
Shelves and files.
24

TREASURER
Activities:

Two deputies are available to recieve taxes.
deputies give the taxpayer a receipt.

These

In the case of driver

and automobile licenses, they give the payer a license.
tax money is recorded and deposited by deputies.

The

The Treasurer

supervises the work and is responsible for it.
Duties:
a)

Collects taxes,

b)

Disburses county money.

c)

In charge of the county funds.

Number of Personnel:
a)

One Treasurer.

b)

Six Deputies.

Description:
Treasurer's Office
One at 140 square feet.
Function:
Equipment:

Private office space for Treasurer.
One desk, two chairs, shelves and files.

Reception Area
One at 200 square feet.
Function:

Equipment:

Recieves county money.

Counter and lounge chairs.

Secretarial Area
One at 850 square feet,
Function:
Equipment:

Processes county money.
Seven desks, seven chairs, one workbench,
shelves, files, one set of special
shelves to hold 2f x 4' real estate
books.

Storage Room
One at 120 square feet.
Function:
Equipment:

Storage space for office supplies and equipment.
Shelves.

Storage Vault
One at 400 square feet.
Function:
Equipment:

Fireproof storage for records.
Safe, shelves and files.

ASSESSOR
Activities:
Handles deeds and titles brought into them by the public.
The property that is represented by these documents is assessed
and taxed according to its value by the deputies and is supervised
by the Assessor.
Duties:
a)

Assesses all property in the county for the state,
county, city, town and school district taxes.

Number of Personnel:
a)

One assessor,

b)

Eight deputies.

Description:
Assessor's Office
One at 140 square feet.
Function: Private office space for Assessor.
Equipment:

One desk, two chairs, shelves and files.

Reception Area
One at 200 square feet.
Function:
Equipment:

Presentation of documents.
Counter and lounge chairs.

Secretarial Area
One at 800 square feet.
Function:

Process assessments.

Equipment:

Eight, desks, eight chairs, one worktable,
shelves and files.

Storage Vault
One at BOO square feet.
Function:
Equipment:

Fireproof space for record storage.
Shelves anf files.

Storage Room
One at 120 square feet.
Function:
Equipment:

Supply and equipment storage.
Shelves.

CLASSIFICATION AND APPRAISAL OFFICE
Activities:
When making appraials, the County Appraiser and his
deputies go into the field and take measurements of buildings
and classify these structures as residential, commercial, etc.
Once the ground and structures have been appraised, they are
given taxable value.

This taxable value is recorded and is

used by the Assessor for fixing a property tax on the real estate.
Duties:
a)

Appraises real estate.

b)

Classifies real estate.

c)

Sets tax values on pieces of real estate in preparation
for assessments.

Number of Personnel:
a)

One County Appraiser.

b)

One Secretary.

c)

Two deputies.

Description:
Appraiser's Office
One at 140 square feet.
Function:
Equipment:

Private office space.
One desk, two chairs, shelves and files.

Printing and Storage Room
One at 140 square feet.
Function:
Equipment:

Blueprinting and Storage,
Two desks, three chairs, one worktable,
one drafting table, and stool.
files and shelves.

AUDITOR
Activities:
The Auditor is the chief finance officer for the county.
"V

He examines the accounts of the other county offices.
Diities:
a)

Chief finance officer,

b)

Three deputies.

Description:
Auditor's Office
One at 400 square feet.
Function:
Equipment:

Office for auditor and secretary.
Four desks, six chairs, file,shelves,
reception counter and worktable.

Storage Vault
One at 150 square feet.
Function:
Equipment:

Fireproof storage area for office records.
Files and shelves.

SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS
Activities:
The superintendent and the deputy record all the changes
in enrollment and keep the records of all the expenditures of
the district.

The superintendent confers with the public and

the county officials on scho61 problems.
Duties:
a) Supervision over county public schools.
b)

Apportions school money.

c) Supervises the taking of school census.
d)

Acts as clerk of the school budget supervisors.

Number of Personnel:
a)

One Superintendent of Schools.

b)

One Chief Deputy.

Description:
Superintendent's Office
One at 140 square feet.
Function: Private office for Superintendent of Schools.
Equipment:

One desk, two chairs, one worktable,
shelves and files.

Storage Vault
One at 80 square feet.
Function:
Equipment:

Fireproof storage for records.
Shelves and files.

COUNTY WELFARE DEPARTMENT
Activities:
They supervise and investigate applications and the
people applying for public welfare.

They listen to their problems

and give financial aid when needed.

Records are kept of each

individual case.
Duties:
a)

Administer all forms of public assistance.

b)

Administers child welfare activities.

c)

Provides care for the needy, indigent, handicapped,
dependent adults.

d)

Developes services for the blind.

Number of Personnel:
a)

Two Supervisors.

b)

Two Secretaries.

c)

Four Child Welfare Assistants.

d)

Four Case Workers,

Description:
Offices
Eight at 140 square feet.
Function:
Equipment:

Office space for supervisors and assistants.
One desk, two chairs, file and shelves.

Secetarial - Reception Area
One at 500 square feet.

Function:

Equipment:

Recieve the public and work space for
secretaries.
Five desks, six chairs, file, shelves,
two worktables, five lounge chairs.

Storage Vault
One at 120 square feet.
Function:
Equipment:

Fireproof storage for records.
Shelves and files.

SHI-RIFF' S OFFICE
Activities:
The sheriff and his deputies are on call 24 hours a day
for any crisis or emergency that can occur within the county.
Most of their time is spent out on patrol duty.

A deputy is

attending a dispatch desk day and night. He answers all calls
that come in.

If needed, he sends a deputy to the location

needing assistance.
Duties:
a)

Chief policing officer of the county.

b)

Charge of county jail.

c)

Serves and processes all notices.

Number of Personnel
a)

One Sheriff.

b)

Eight Deputies.

Description:
Sheriff's Office
One at 140 square feet.
Function:
Equipment:

Private office for sheriff.
One desk, two chairs, file and shelves.

Civil Office
One at 140 square feet.
Function:

Process papers on civil cases.

Equipment:

One desk, two chairs, shelves and files.

Radio Room
One at 120 square feet.
Function:
Equipment:

Dispatch patrol cars.
One radio desk, two chairs, and shelves.

Criminal and Recieving
One at 300 square feet.
Function:
Equipment:

Recieve criminals and process their cases.
Counter/two desks, four chairs, four
lounge chairs, files and shelves.

Storage Room
One at 120 square feet.
Function:

Storage for equipment.

Equipment:

Shelves and gunrack.

COUNTY ATTORNEY
Activities:
The County Attorney and his assistants spend most
of their time out of court in conference with people involved
in or concerned with court proceedings. The secretary takes
care of the necessary correspondence and paperwork and acts
as the receptionist.
Duties:
a)

Appears for the state, county, or school districts
in all cases in which these governmental units
may be a party.

b)

Gives legal advice.

c)

Brings suit agianst county officials for malfeasance
or misconduct in office.

Number of Personnel:
a)

One County Attorney.

b)

Two Assistant County Attorneys.

c)

One Secretary.

Description:
Attorney's Offices
Three at 160 square feet.
Function:

Equipment:

Private office space for attorney and
assistants.
One desk, two chairs, file and shelves.

Law Library
One at 400 square feet.
Function:

Equipment:

Library for judges, attorneys, and court
lawyers.
Shelves, two reading tables, eight chairs.

Secretarial-Reception Area
One at 200 square feet.
Function:
Equipment:

Secretarial and reception space.
One desk, two chairs, lounge chairs,
file and shelves.

Storage Room
One at 100 square feet.
Function:
Equipment:

Storage for office supplies and equipment.
Shelves.

JUSTICE OF THE PEACE
Activities:
The Justice of the Peace attends to criminal and civil
cases, issues summenses, holds trial when necessary, examines
witnesses and performs marriage ceremonies.
Duties:
(see activities)
Number of Personnel:
a)

One Justice of the Peace (District one).

b)

One Justice of the Peace (District two).

Description:
Justices1 Offices
Two at 140 square feet*
Function:
Equipment:

Office space for Justices to hold trial.
One Justice's stand, one witness chair,
one lawyer's table and eight
chairs, and seating for 30 spectators.

Storage Vault
One at 100 square feet.
Function:
Equipment:

Fireproof storage for records.
Shelves and files.

Courtroom
One at 600 square feet.
Function:
Equipment:

Space for Justices to hold trial.
One Justice's stand, one witness chair,
one lawyer's table and eight chairs,
and seating for 30 spectators.

COUNTY SURVEYOR
Activities:
Spends most of his time in the office working on maps
of roads, bridge plans, and road plans.
Duties:
a)

Responsible for the maintenance of all county roads
and bridges,

Number of Personnel:
a) One. Surveyor,
Description:
Surveyor's Office
One at 200 square feet.
Function:
Equipment:

Office and work area for surveyor.
One desk, two chairs, one drafting
table and stool, one table, shelves
and files.

OFFICE AND COURT OF THE DISTRICT JUDGES
Activities:
When riot in session, the judge spends most of his
time reviewing cases, advising individuals on legal matters,
and conferring with lawyers or county officials.

Each judge

has a court reporter who keeps an account of the. trial proceedings.
Duties:
a)

Hold court and preside over cases brought before them.

b)

Instruct the jury on the law involved.

c)

Pronounce the verdict and penalty.

Number of Personnel:
a)

One Senior Judge.

b)

One Junior Judge.

c)

Two Court Reporters.

Description:
Judges' Chambers
Two at 200 square feet.
Function:

Equipment:

Private office space and conference
space for judges.
One desk, two chairs, two lounge chairs,
files, shelves and small storage closet.

Jury Room
One at 250 square feet.
Function:

Conference space for jury.

Equipment:

One conference table and 14 chairs.

Court Room #1
One at 3000 square feet.
Function:
Equipment:

Space for holding trial by senior judge.
One judge's stand, one witness chair,
one clerk's table and chair, one
reporter's table and chair, one
attorney's table and six chairs,
one bailiff's chair, and adequate
seating for 125 spectators.

Court Room # 2
One at 1600 square feet.
Function:
Equipment:

Space for holding trial by junior judge.
Same as courtroom #1 except seating
is for 60 spectators.

Reporters' Offices
Two at 140 square feet.
Function:
Equipment:

Office space for court reporters.
One desk, two chairs, and shelves.

OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF DISTRICT COURT
Activities:
The Clerk of District Court gives the minutes of the
proceedings to a deputy who processes and files them.

The

deputies make out marriage licenses and naturalization papers.
They also assist court lawyers who are interested in past cases.
The lawyers use the reception area before each session to review
the case proceedings.
Duties:
a)

Attends each term of session of court.

b)

Keeps minutes of daily proceedings.

c)

Keeps a record of all suits with an index of
plaintiffs and defendants.

d)

Issues marriage licenses.

e)

Takes applications for citizenship.

f)

Assists with naturalization proceedings.

g)

Records all probate proceedings, all wills, bonds,
criminal actions, and letters of administration.

Number of Personnel:
a)

One Clerk of District Court.

b)

Five deputies.

Description:
Clerk's Office
One at 1.40 square feet.

Function: Private office space for clerk.
Equipment:

One desk, two chairs, files and shelves.

Secretarial Area
One at 500 square feet.
Function:

Processing court records, marriage
licenses, and naturalization papers.

Equipment:

Five desks, five chairs, one counter,
files and shelves.

Reception Area
One at 200 square feet.
Function:
Equipment:

Space to be used by public and court lawyers.
Counter and reference table.

Storage Vault
One at 2000 square feet.
Function:
Equipment:

Storage for court records.
Files and shelves.

Storage Room
One at 120 square feet.
Function:

Equipment:

Storage of office supplies and microfilm
machine.
Shelves and files.

PROBATION OFFICE
Activities:
The probation officer confers with the judge on presentence,
information and talks with probationers,

The secretary does

the paperwork.
Duties:
a)

Makes presentence investigations and reports.

b)

Makes recommendations to the court on the granting
of probation.

c)

Supervises the actions of the probationer.

Number of Personnel:
a)

One Probation Officer.

b)

One secretary.

Description:
Office
One at 140 square feet.
Function:
Equipment:

Office space for Probation Officer.
One desk, two chairs, three lounge chairs,
files and shelves.

Secretarial - Receptionist
One at 200 square feet.
Function:
Equipment:

Workspace for secretary and reception space.
One desk, two chairs, three lounge chairs,
files and shelves.

COUNTY JAIL
Activities:
Offenders are brought in by the sheriff or a deputy.
At this time they put on a uniform.

Their clothes are stored

in a locker until their release.
The normal prisoner is given a cell. The violent prisoner,
if feared that he may do harm to himself or to other prisoners,
is placed in solitary confinement.
The prisoners pass most of their time in their cells or
in a day room directly adjacent to their cells.
they are locked in their cells.

At night,

Food is supplied by a resturant.

Duties:
a)

Confinement of persons held in lawful custody.

Number of Personnel:
a)

Three jailers.

Description:
Jailers' Office
One at 200 square feet.
Function:
Equipment:

Work space for jailers.
One desk, two chairs, one lounge chair,
one sink, refrigerator, range,
couch, and shelves.

Visitors' Room
One at 140 square feet.

Function:
Equipment:

Conference space for prisoners and attorneys.
One table and six chairs.

Cells
40 at 80 square feet,
Function:
Equipment:

Cell space for prisoners.
Two beds, one sink, one toilet, one
locker, one table and chair.

Dayroom (Men)

One at 800 square feet.
Function:
Equipment:

Space for men.
Three tables and 20 chairs.

Dayroom (Women)
One at 300 square feet.
Function:
Equipment:

Space for women.
One table and eight chairs.

Men's Shower
One at 75 square feet.
Function:
Equipment:

Gang shower.
Six shower outlets and fixtures.

Women's Shower

One at 60 square feet.
Function:
Equipment:

Gang shower.
Four shower outlets and fixtures.

Solitary Confinement,
One at 80 square feet,
Function:
Equipment:

Cell space for violent prisoner.
One bed, one sink, one toilet.

PUBLIC SPACES
Restrooms:
Restrooms for men arid women will be located on each
floor.

The distribution of these will be figured later.

Number and Description:
Men - Six W.C.

(Min.)

Ten Urinals
Ten Lavs.

(Min.)

Women - 16 W.C.
16 Lavs.

(Min.)

(Min.)

(Min.)

MECHANICAL
Duties:
To provide and supply heat to the building and its areas.
Personnel:
Janitors
Equipment:
Necessary equipment to produce heat for the building.
Approximately 100 square feet of area is needed.

Steam would

be the most economical method of heating a building of this size.

MAINTENANCE DEPARTMENT
Duties:
The maintenance department is in charge of all of the
mechanical equipment within the building.

It is responsible

for keeping the building clean and functioning properly at all
times.
Personnel:
Janitors
Description:
Each floor is to be provided with one janitor's closet.
Each closet should contain one slop sink, shelves and area for
soaps and buckets.

A small shop and work area is to be supplied

for the janitors next to the mechanical room.

FUNCTIONS WITHIN THE BUILDING

The arrangement of the required spaces will have to
satisfy two criteria.

First, the spaces must be arranged

according to their function within the county government and
their relation to other spaces.

Second the spaces must be arranged

to their degree of public contact.

The space relation diagram,

figure 7, shows the various relationship

of the spaces.
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AESTHETICS

The Character of the Courthouse:
Today, in the design of governmental buildings, nothing
about a courthouse proclaims the grandeur of free government
or the dignity of justice.

"Instead of murals, there are muzaks;

instead of soaring central courts, there are squalidly low
corridors; instead of the beauty of carved marble, there are
dusty plastic plants." (10,73:1966)

A courthouse should

depict a strong, stable, democartic system, rather than the
designer's personal character.
The only excuse for this type of governmental buildings
we can give - that of economy - is a pitiful one for the
richest nation in the history of the world. "What is
happening now is hardly more than what happened in Rome in
the Dark Ages," the architectural historian Edgar Kaufmann
has written. "Men tear down great works, and put up the best
they can."

(10,74:1966)

Lewis Mumford, in his introduction to THE NOTRE DAME OF
PARIS, stated, "the lesson of organic form and purpose is that
of continuous adaption without self-betrayal or surrender,"
which definitely applies to building a new courthouse in the
old section of Helena. (12,3:1963)

One cannot imitate past architecture but with the correct choice
of materials and a study of existing character, it may be
possible to bring about a certain unity between new and old.
The Lewis and Clark County Courthouse should be conservative
rather than a display of modern imagination, for this display
would soon become trite.

It should be stately and lofty in

appearence and should be designed so that its dignity would
remain ageless and point out the seriousness of law and legal
preceedings.
The Character of the City:
In the early days, the whole settlement called Helena
was located in what is known today as Last Chance Gulch.

The

settlement was about a quarter of a mile wide and one mile long.
The small stream running through the town was the area's chief
livelihood — the mining industry.
Today, the business district of Helena is still in
the gulch while the remainder of the town has spread out
over the surrounding foothills.

Main Street follows the course

of the stream winding through the gulch with the rest of the
streets running north and south following the contours of the
hills.

All are quite narrow.

VIEW LOOKING NORTH DOW LAST CHANCE GULTCH

The majority of the buildings on Last Chance Gulch are
reminiscent of the past.

Having been built of brick and stone

in the late 1800's and early 1900 \s, they reflect the days of
the roaring, old west.
Thus with its narrow streets, steep hills, and massive
brick and stone buildings, Helena has a character of its own.
As one continues south up Main Street, he is aware of the
^continually changing view as the street winds its way through
the gulch.

At the south end, the gulch narrows and the barren,

rocky foothills begin.

This is my proposed site for the courthouse.

E CONOMICS

ECONOMICS

Economic Considerations:
In the case of county governmental buildings, the public
has the opportunity to vote on the financing of a building of
this nature. Assuming the building was voted in and accepted,
bonds are issued.
The cost per square foot of this building depends entirely
upon the type of construction selected for it.

These types

are A,B,C,D. Type A are the high-quality, durable
materials and B,C, and D are of poorer quality.

It is usually

found that using high-quality, durable materials with a high
initial investment and a low maintenance cost is less expensive,
considering the life of the building, than using cheaper quality
materials with a low initial investment and an ever-increasing
maintenance cost.

These facts should be presented to the

public before the bond election in order to let them know about
good building practice.

In this way, the public would not

tend to choose the cheaper, less durable construction, which
over a period of years would cost more.
My estimated area for the courthouse, excluding corridors,
etc., is approximately 30,000 square feet.

I assume about a

20% increase for corridors, bringing this area to 36,000 square

feet.

This area does not include parking, etc.

The cost for

a government building, class A quality, is about $25 per square
foot according to figures from the Marshall Valuation Service.
(11:1967)

This would bring the eost of the building alone

approximately $900,000.

to

Site development would be approximately

$800 per acre for a total of $6400 more.

The cost of the

land, the eight acres, would be $20,000 per acre for a total
of $160,000.

Therefore, the total cost of the courthouse is

approximately 1.1 million dollars.
This value would have very little effect upon each
individual taxpayer.

In Lewis and Clark County, one mill

brings in $17,000 in revenue to the county, therefore, a total
of 65 mills is needed.

(7,5:1968)

This would be distributed

over a period of about 20 years making the yearly mill total
raise 3.2 mills.

SUMMARY

The final portion of my thesis involved the design of the
complex which I outlined in the previous chapters.

This portion

is now completed and warrants an explanation.

I have made a few changes within what i originally planned
on incorporating in the courthouse.

I have ommited the county

welfare and health departments because their location is better
suited near the hospital.

I have combined the city and county

police department and courtrooms because of their close tieing
to each other.

All of these changes have a great effect upon

my original cost and total square footage.

What I considered to be the most difficult part of my
design phase was the aesthetic part of the courthouse.

This

was even made more difficult because of its location at the
head of last chance gultch and being viewed from the mall
proposed by the. model city program.

The schematic plan within the building I have attempted to
separate into three basic areas: county-offices, judicial-offices,
and the police department,

The county-offices being on the main

level, the judicial offices just off this floor, and the police
department on the upper floor.

The police parking and mechanical

facilities on the lower floor.

On my site plan, I have shown my proposed location for a
city office building and fire station which will tie in with
Che courthouse.

I have made no attempt to design this building

as this would be a fljiajor design problem within itself.
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