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I dedicate this work to my family.

It has been

through their support and encouragement that this goal
has been achieved.
I would also like to thank the following people
for their participation: David Matthews for his advice,
continual questioning and mutual interest in this
project; Doug Rand for introducing me to the people at
Kakawis; Gerry Guillet and Pat Koreski for their vision
to re-build Kakawis; Dennis Greeno and Randy Wilson for
their role as colleagues and confidants.

The pieces held the colors of all time.
Viewed as a collective whole
they were like all others,
but upon closer inspection
their unique qualities prevailed.
Taken individually, each one separate from the others,
a new identity was found.
As it is with all things,
the parts join together to form the whole,
only to again, separate and become a singular piece.
Perceived in their entirety,
the collection took on a grey cast,
each one echoing the other.
Removed from the masses,
the hue, which was their own, was revealed.
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Project Statement
The design of Kakawis Family Development Centre, a
facility for the treatment of alcoholic or chemically
dependent people and their families.

Design Attitude
In approaching this project, I have sought to
maintain an attitude of sensitivity toward the client
and the site upon which the project will be built. I
am first assuming the position of a listener/researcher
and am secondly assuming the position of a designer.
In order to meet the needs of the client and subse
quently the user group, I feel this role has been
necessary. I am not seeking the manifestation of my
own ego by designing solely for myself or my peer group
(other architects), but am instead seeking to fulfill a
greater need, that of the user.
Architectural Attitude
In the realm of architecture, two basic philo
sophies of thought prevail. One philosophy chooses to
contrast and the other chooses to complement the
surrounding context.

Through the use of materials,

site placement and built form the choice made by the
architect becomes more obvious.

A contextual contrast

will be achieved by introducing materials foreign to
the region, by lifting the building from its sur
roundings and by choosing forms unfamiliar to the
environment.
To complement the environment, the
materials will be chosen from the existing context, the
building will be placed "within" the site, and the
forms will be adapted to the environmental conditions.

The

underlying

principles

are

clear.

Either

man

attempts to dominate and thus have power over nature or
man attempts to co-exist with and thus be in balance
with nature.
In this project, I am choosing to
complement

the

surrounding

context.

Therefore,

inherent goals are to co-exist with and

the

maintain a

balance with nature.
Thesis Goals
° Provide a "nurturing" atmosphere in the context
of the man-made and the natural environment.
° Create a simulated community environment.
° Complement the existing natural environment.
° Understand

the

built

environment

of

the

Northwest Coast Indian culture group.
° Gain a general understanding of the disease of
alcoholism.
° Study of spatial qualities and atmospheres.
° Design intimate architectural spaces.
° Create
an
identifiable
place
within

the

landscape.
Architectural Goals
The major thrust behind this project is to achieve
architectural spaces that will be conducive to the
function of nurturing alcohol damaged families back to
a

healthy state of being.

By this I refer to the

body's state of existence as a whole. Man's existence,
as I understand it, is four-fold. Man is comprised of
his physical, emotional, spiritual and social aware
ness.
When the four are in balance, the man can
function in a healthy state of being.

It is the goal

of Kakawis Family Development Centre to assist their
clients in realizing such a state of being. Therefore,
it reasonably follows that the architectural goals of
this project are similar.
It is my intent to create an environment that will
encourage the client to seek a balance within himself
as well as outside of himself.
The architectural
spaces created must offer the unstable families a sense
of security at a time when their lives are undergoing
dramatic change. They need to provide shelter from the
physical and emotional storm. The architectural forms
should be identifiable on the landscape. They need to
speak of their purpose.
A feeling of security can be sensed by man when he
can positively locate himself within his surroundings.
With this idea of positive location come the issues of
identity and orientation. Both are necessary functions
of the feeling of security. Provided with identifiable
environments, either natural or man-made, he is able to
define his location at a particular moment in time.
be

identifiable,

a

place

must

possess

different from all else that surrounds it.

To

qualities
In this way

the place becomes distinguishable and thus set apart.
Man's ability to orient himself at a given point in
time is dependent on his ability to differentiate his
location in space.
When he can do this, he is no
longer lost or fearful. Instead, he is aware of his
position within his surroundings and thus more apt to
feel secure.
Preventing disorientation and thereby preventing a
sense of insecurity is of utmost importance in this
project. Those coming to Kakawis are already afflicted
by unbalanced lives.
ing

to

reverse

devastating.

A facility that was not attempt

these

feelings

could

prove

to

be

It is my intention to provide a centre

that will encourage positive orientation through the
use

of

identifiable

architectural

places.

These

architectural places will be comprised of both interior
and exterior environments.
The external arrangement of architectural forms
must be understandable. This does not preclude that
the organization will be strictly ordered or closed
geometrically. As a matter of fact, at this point in
time, it is my feeling that such an organization would
be inappropriate.
A loose, open-ended geometric
configuration seems more fitting to this facility.
see

Kakawis Family Development Centre continuing

evolve

as

a

function

of

time.

It

is

I
to

therefore

necessary to provide an architectural framework that

will allow for such growth. Due to the varied terrain
of the existing site and also to my emphasis on working
the structure into the landscape, the latter spatial
arrangement is better suited.
Orientation within the built forms is as important
as orientation outside of the built forms. Therefore,
the internal architectural spaces must also be clearlyorganized. It is within these constructed spaces that
the majority of the time will be spent.
much of the counselling will occur.

This is where

This is where the

families will dwell.
As the activities vary within the structure, so
must the architectural treatment.

Differing spatial

qualities will assist in defining the way in which a
space might be used. Although an overriding character
may prevail, distinguishable differences will be
sought.
Providing

physical

shelter

for

underlying principle of built form.
need.

people

is

the

It is a basic

In order for man to survive, protection from the

forces of nature are necessary.

But, to just provide

physical shelter is not enough. It is my feeling that
emotional security should also be provided.
This sense of security can be brought about
through the use of materials which convey qualities of
strength.
durability.

A strong material exhibits the quality of
It

also

exhibits

the

quality

of

permanence. A sense of strength is also evoked by the
massiveness of a material.
Thus by choosing and
furthermore composing architectural spaces of materials
possessing such qualities, I will offer protection to
the user.
A building can protect and yet not feel secure.
Both the sense of strength and security belong to the
perceptual realm and are thus individually determined
as well as experienced. Even so, the perceptions of
the user can be influenced. By respecting the laws of
gravity and the forces of nature, a sense of security
will be more easily obtainable in the built form.
By offering the client an environment in which he
can maintain a clear sense of orientation and a feeling
of security through the use of identifiable forms and
familiar

materials, I believe

disease of
readily.

alcoholism

will

the
be

treatment of
accomplished

the
more

THE CULTURAL INFLUENCES

The Cultural Influences of the Northwest Coast Indians
The people, they come, broken in spirit, casting
downward
aching

glances,

with

heard

pain.

much,

peace.

eyes

and

filled

They

now

have

they

with

fear

seen

come

and

much,

to

felt

seek

a

much,

moment

of

Their clothes are rumpled, their belongings are

few, and still they come seeking a new way.
have

hearts

been

sought

disappointed

before,

and

less

only

leaving

hopeful

than

New ways

them

feeling

before.

The

families remain together although little can be said of
their relationships with each other.

They have learned

not to trust, to talk, or to feel, yet they continue to
exist.

As

the

days

and

years

pass

survivors rather than the living.

they

remain

the

Their lives have not

been easy and at times many have sought an escape, but
instead they go on.
A feeling of sadness prevails even though a smile

;2W!

>"

may

be

are

now

forced.
a

since the

Once a

weak
white

and
man

strong and

proud

broken

nation.

came.

The

people, they

Much

land

has

upon

changed

which

they

once freely traveled has been taken, the life that was
familiar to them is disappearing, the culture which was
an

integral part of them

is slipping away.

Torn and

scattered they somehow remain.
In
with

search of a

tears

brought

of

them

better way, their warm
and

together

sorrow.
and

will

A

common

forever

eyes

fill

link

join

has

them.

Their lives are being destroyed.

Each of them have

endured the effects of alcohol in one form or another.
Some of them are users, while others have only known
the hurt it has caused them indirectly.

Now, whole

families come together with a common hope, that of a
new beginning.
The Northwest Coast Indians, as a culture group,
are located in the region which begins in northern
Oregon and extends upward along the Pacific Coast to
Alaska. Within this area seven distinctively different
tribal bands exist.
Although social organization,
ceremonial dance and

language may vary within these

tribal bands, many similarities can also be found.

It

is the similarities that I will focus on in looking for
an appropriate method in which to design.
The Indian culture in general has always been one
that has held nature in high regard.

I believe the

Indian sees himself as an integral part of nature.
seeks a balance with the world which surrounds him.

He
He

is quick to acknowledge his reliance upon nature for
his means of survival.
The Northwest Coast Indians
were in particular dependent upon the ocean for their
sustenance.

They were fishermen.

Although the life

style of the Indian has changed considerably over time,
I feel a deep respect for the earth is still main
tained.

The following quote from Of the Spirit further

illustrates the feelings of this culture.

"Mankind is in trouble because it is in
conflict with itself and with its environ
ment.... In seeing the technological society
we can see what happens when the intellect
gets out of control.
When man's ego domi
nates, it dominates man and the environment,
but our philosophy is not an ego philosophy
nor is it a worship of the intellect."1
Douglas Cardinal's words speak clearly against a mandominated

environment.

typically

seek

a

The

Indian

technological

surroundings, but

instead

culture

dominance

strives

for

an

does

not

over

his

ecological

balance.
The

village

arrangement of

the

Northwest

Coast

Indians shows marked similarities throughout history.
Due to the steep mountainous terrain the villages were
usually inaccessible except by water.

The traditional

long houses were located along the ocean or river shore
line.
r

S

\.

Placed on a cleared area of land the dwelling

units weathered the winter storms together.

Directly

behind the long houses the wild forest again took hold

k

of the land.
The long houses are simple in form.
front

contained

the

only

means

of

typically oriented towards the water.
facade

that would

be

painted

with

entry

The gable
and

was

It is also this
the

family

crest

which depicts the status of the family living within
the structure. The long houses are rectangular in plan
and constructed of the red cedar which grows profusely

along the coast. The pitched roofs are covered with
cedar shingles.
Inside, the supporting structure of cedar posts
and beams is clearly visible.

In some instances these

"house posts," as they are termed, are intricately
carved. In other cases they are carefully rounded with
an adze, leaving
decorative mark.

the

individual

score

lines

as

a

The interior of the long house was free of parti
tion walls. A sleeping platform circumscribed the room
and was raised above the dirt floor. During the winter
months the extended family lived within these quarters.
The dimensions of the long houses vary in size with one
structure being seventy feet long, forty feet wide and
twenty feet high. The supporting structural columns
reach up to three feet in diameter.
As previously stated, the dwelling structures were
organized along a line, usually that of the shore line.
They are typically closely spaced, leaving little room
for passage between the structure.

If the village were

large enough in size, a second row of houses would be
formed with their orientation the same as the first.
In choosing to organize their villages in this manner,
the Northwest Coast Indians show a strong community
bond. There is no evidence indicating a desire for
separation.

Instead, the

tribes gained

functioning as a unified group.

strength

by

i.

In a similar way, the individual families relied
upon

their

extensive

network

of

relatives

to

social prestige or status within their tribe.
rank

was

passed

through

family

lines

and

gain

Social

was

thus

either inherited or obtained through marriage.
Due to the relative ease in obtaining food during
the

summer

months, the

coastal

tribes were

able

to

devote much of their time to ceremony and to the making
of artifacts.

Detailed carving can be found on all the

implements and tools of daily use.
item became personalized.

In this way each

It was also another way of

visibly displaying an individual's status, for symbols
were also passed through family lines.
restricted.

Design was thus

The painted fronts of the long houses were

not random designs, but were instead a visual depiction
of the social ranking held by that family.
poles revealed a similar message.

The totem

In recent years the brightly painted long houses
have disappeared.
seen

in

the

Little of the Indian culture can be

modern

villages.

Their

homes

are

now

meager three or four room structures completely lacking
in style.
other.

There is nothing to distinguish one from the

They live in anonymous frame houses supplied by

the government and placed on the reserve.

it comes as

no surprise that the natives feel a loss of cultural
identity.

THE DISEASE OF ALCOHOLISM

The Disease of Alcoholism
Although

socially

acceptable, it

greatest cause of death.
talion of

myths, a

disproven.
some

it

is

the

second

It is surrounded by a bat

few of which

are

finally

being

It is selective in its destruction.

moves

immediate.

In

slowly,
its

final

acceptable and shunned.
problem is alcohol.

for

others

the

stages it

For

addiction

is socially

is
un

Far from being understood, the

The disease is alcoholism.

Today

it is thought to have over ten million Americans in its
clutches.

It is a progressive disease, unnoticeable at

the start, completely devastating in the end.
remains undetected

It often

even after death, the blame mis

takenly being placed upon numerous other causes.

The

end may come in the form of heart attack, respiratory
failure,

cirrhosis

of

the

liver

or

an

automobile

accident, but the underlying cause is alcoholism.
In this section of the book I will attempt to
acquaint you with my understanding of the disease of
alcoholism.

As

previously

stated,

Kakawis

Family

Development Centre provides residential treatment for
native

families

necessary

as

a

affected

by

alcohol.

designer

to

first

I

felt

understand

it
the

problems caused by alcohol before beginning to design a
facility that would treat the affects of alcohol.
The entire field of alcoholic research is clouded
by differing opinions and methods of treatment.

There

are researchers who believe alcoholism is a disease
caused

by

a genetic

imbalance.

Thus

the

alcoholic

develops
a
physiological
dependence
on
alcohol.
Environmentalists believe that alcoholic behavior is a
learned

characteristic

and

thus

product of his environment.

the

alcoholic

is

a

The moralistic view sees

the alcoholic as being a morally weak person who has
chosen his own fate, thus blaming the alcoholic for his
own behavior.
The psychologists see alcoholics as
developing a psychological dependence on alcohol over
an unestablished period of time.
It is therefore
understandable that many different approaches exist in
the area of alcoholic rehabilitation.
Recent studies define the alcoholic as a person
with

a

physiological

dependency

to

addiction

alcohol.

The

and

a

authors

psychological
of

Under

the

Influence state, "... alcoholism is known to be a true
physiological

disease

which

transforms

its

victims,

leaving
them
little
or
no
control
over
their
2
behavior."
Claudia Black defines alcoholics as being,
"... those persons who are unable with any predict
ability to control their drinking, and/or whose drinking causes problems in major areas of their lives."
An alcoholic will experience a change in his level of
tolerance towards alcohol in the early stages of the
disease.

This will later l^ad to a preoccupation with

drinking until finally the alcoholic feels no choice in

his decision to drink or not to drink. He is compelled
4
to drink.
The alcoholic is no longer in control.
A number of physiological differences exist
between alcoholics and non-alcoholics, causing an
abnormal reaction
to alcohol in
the
alcoholic.
Abnormal metabolism caused by a malfunctioning liver is
typical of alcoholics. In these cases, the alcoholic
is unable physically to break down alcohol into
acetaldehyde

at

the

same

rate

as

a

non-alcoholic.

Tests have also shown this trait to be genetically
passed and therefore suggests that alcoholism is a
5

hereditary disease.
It is also believed that certain ethnic groups are
more susceptible to developing into alcoholics. This
tendency seems to be linked to the amount of time a
particular group has been exposed to alcohol.

Native

Americans have an eighty to ninety percent greater
chance of becoming alcoholics. They have been exposed
to

alcohol

for

a

relatively

short

period

of

time,

approximately three hundred years; therefore, they are
genetically
alcoholism.^

highly

susceptible

to

the

disease

of

The following quote shows an awareness of

the problem in British Colombia.
"If alcohol and drug abuse is not, in itself,
the most serious problem of native com
munities in B.C., then it is at least the
most damaging symptom of other problems.
Throughout B.C., alcohol and drug abuse is

recognized as the single greatest contributor
to many of the social and health problems
that concern native people."7
Alcohol and
hundred

percent

Columbia

with

drug abuse
of

forty

the
to

is thought

native
eighty

to affect

people

percent

of
of

one

British

the

population of native communities being abusers.

adult
Those

not abusing alcohol or drugs are affected by the abuse
of family, friends or neighbors.

Whether living on or

off reservation land, the natives feel the effects of
the disease.

The

number of deaths

attributed

to

alcohol

is

difficult to estimate due to a misinterpreted cause of
death.

The blame is often placed on suicide, auto

mobile

accident

citing

drugs

Nonetheless,

or

or

internal

alcohol

seventy-five

as
to

organ

failure

contributing
ninety

percent

without
factors.
of

all

traffic accidents involving a native driver, passenger
or pedestrian are alcohol related.
ancy here is 45.

"The life expect

This is because so many of us are

killed in one way or another by the drink."

Another

statement made by an on reserve native is as follows,
"Eighty-four percent of the deaths on our reserve in
one year were directly or indirectly related to alcohol
and drug abuse.The widespread affect of alcoholism
is evident.

An alcohol study done on the natives of British
Columbia by the Nuu-chah-nulth Tribal Council and the
planning consultants of Adams, Egan and Shearer list
the following twelve factors as contributing to abuse:
1. Stress
2. Low self-esteem
3. Sense of powerlessness over their lives
4. Affects of past violence
5. Heavy use of alcohol accepted and encouraged
6. Pressure to drink
7. Few non-drinking role models
8. Learn to use drugs and alcohol to deal with
stress
9. Do not learn alternative means of dealing with
stress
10. Denial of the problem
11. Ignorance of the nature of alcohol and drug
abuse
12. Susceptibility to alcohol and drug abuse due
to physiological factors
High levels of stress were cited as being brought
about by unemployment, poor housing conditions, lack of
recreational and educational opportunities and isola
tion.
low

Unemployment was also listed as being a cause of
self-esteem.

Other

attributing

factors

were

discrimination and lack of identity.
Much of the
Indian's loss of identity has been brought about by the
suppression

of

native

culture

and

native

history.

These issues must be addressed if the high levels of
stress are to be reduced.
Many of the stated
directly

issues

can

through architectural design.

be

addressed

Poor housing

conditions can be corrected. Recreational facilities
can be provided. Cultural identity can be translated
into built forms.
By looking at the past dwelling
forms, village arrangements and social structure, much
knowledge can be gained with respect to the native's
past identity.
Alcoholism, as a disease, potentially affects all
those with whom it comes in contact. Family members of
the alcoholic experience abnormal living situations on
a daily basis. "While one of the clearest indications
of a smoothly working family is consistency, the words
which best describe living in an alcoholic family are
inconsistency and unpredictability.11"^
Such a life
style visibly effects the children of alcoholic
parents.
Often times these children will develop
emotional

and/or

psychological

problems.

They

have

difficulty identifying and expressing their own feel
ings. They may become rigid and controlling people or
overly dependent people. Another characteristic is the
development of a pervasive sense of fear, guilt and
depression.
Even though an entire family might be experiencing
the same emotional problems, little discussion occurs
amongst themselves. They suffer alone. The ability to
feel close or intimate with another human is lacking.
This is due in part to a j.ack of trust. A sense of

trust has never been allowed to fully develop due to
the inconsistent behavior found in alcoholic families.
In order for the families to begin recovering from
the problems of alcoholism some basic communication
skills must be gained.
Problematic issues must be
identified
and
dealt with
rather than avoided.
Suppressed
emotions
need
to
surface.
Trusting
relationships need to be built between family members
and also with individuals outside of the family. In
summary, group interaction needs to be encouraged.
Interdependence amongst the family is sought rather
than independent or dependent family relationships.
To aid in the treatment of alcoholic families,
architectural spaces which encourage human interaction
must be provided. Community gathering spaces become
essential. These gathering spaces need to be of both
public and private nature. They need to occur within
the counselling building and also within the individual
Spontaneous interaction can be
family dwellings.
provided for by designing personally scaled niches
within a larger space or along a circulation path.
The arrangement of the dwelling units will play a
major role in determining how the clients interact. If
separated by large physical distances, isolation might
occur and thus little human contact would be made. If
clustered and more closely spaced, the living units
could be seen as a collective whole, striving to work

together. Daily interaction would be encouraged. This
might take on the simple form of shared meals, or
conversation on the front porch or walking together to
a group meeting. The possibilities are endless and
beneficial for the alcoholic families.
The casual
occurrence of shared experiences is just as important
as the structured sharing that occurs during the group
meetings. It is the day to day exchange of ideas that
needs to continue when the families leave treatment.
Learning to take responsibility for themselves and
for their own actions is important in the treatment of
alcohol. Misbehavior is often blamed on the substance
of alcohol rather than on the person involved. In this
way, alcohol becomes a scapegoat, freeing the alcoholic
of responsibility. Personal pride and responsibility
are encouraged by providing each family with their own
dwelling unit for the duration of their stay. They
must take charge of their own cooking, cleaning and
other daily needs. It is all a part of the healing
process. The healing needs to take place in all of the
family members, not just the alcoholic. They have all
become sick together and now they are regaining health
together.
By learning to take responsibility for
themselves and their surroundings, the sense of powerlessness which was previously felt begins to dissipate.
In providing a secure environment, the treatment
of alcoholic families can show results. The correct

atmosphere must prevail at the centre in order to
promote the healing process. This atmosphere is one of
acceptance followed by growth and change. It is an
attitude of hope.
At the same time, the facility needs to be clearly
structured and organized.
A daily routine which is
part of the program provides temporal stability. The
arrangement of the site and of the individual spaces
within the buildings must also be clearly ordered. In
this way the centre will have architectural stability.

"A program is a philosophy.
It is a strong declaration of
creative intent, its strength
resulting from an amalgam
of ideas, people, spaces and
activities.11
Joseph Golden
Olympus on Main Street

THE PROGRAM

Program Introduction
Since the major emphasis of this project is to
achieve architectural space that will be "nurturing," I
feel Kakawis needs to present itself in a very humble
and accepting manner. It cannot, in my mind, be an
environment completely foreign and therefore potential
ly uncomfortable.
It needs to speak of warmth and
kindness. It needs to provide a glimmer of hope. For
a period of six weeks, it will be all the families
going through treatment will know and have. It will be
a place of renewal, it will be a place of sanctuary,
and for some it will bring a new reason to live.
Kakawis Family Development Centre will not be a
highly technical institution.
It is not a medical
centre.
It will not contain the latest equipment
developed by scientific research. It will not be built
of "hard materials," those which are refined and
manufactured without due respect to humanity. These
materials and the way in which they are manipulated can
be repulsive to touch as well as be near.

The message

they speak is loud and clear. If it is not consciously
obvious, it is usually sensed subconsciously.
At Kakawis, there will be no sterile corridors,
long in length, painted white, over lit with generic
fluorescent fixtures.

The air will not be filled with

the overwhelming odor of disinfectant.

The materials

out of which it is built will not be uniformly smooth

and cold to the touch.

The sounds will not be harsh or

piercing, echoing throughout the place, nor will it be
unhumanly

quiet.

These characteristics

negative aspects of an institution.
lacking

quality

is

that

of

represent the

The most obvious

humanity.

presence of man to be found.

There

is

no

There is no place for him

to reside.
I am
offered

proposing a place where the characteristics

will

be

somewhat

overflowing with life.

different.

Kakawis will

be

It will be crafted by people.

The marks of another human hand will be traceable.

It

will be built of materials provided by nature, those of
wood

and

created
about

stone

for

the

and

man.

place,

sand.

There
the

Materials

will

textures

be

a

rich

of

the

certain
and

earth,

roughness

varied.

And

there will be color, bright splashes of color, adorning
surfaces

both

inside

and

out.

Burgundy

reds,

deep-

seeded greens, turbulent blues and the yellow of ochre
are all a part of the natural landscape and the Indian
culture of the northwest.
The

interior

furniture, or at
touch.

A

spaces

They belong.
will

contain

be

collection

decorate
clients

in

the

of

dining

the walls
will

crafted

least furniture which is pleasant to
over-stuffed

found in the common gathering space.
will

hand

remain

and
and

area.
artifacts
be

chairs

will

be

Heavy wood tables

Woven

blankets

created

displayed.

by
All

will

previous
of

these

*

collected objects will combine to give Kakawis a unique
character.
The structure which served as a gymnasium for the
old

school will

purposes.

remain

and

be

used

for

Although it is old and showing signs of wear

exteriorly, it is structurally sound.
as a reminder of the past.
-4C

recreational

It also serves

The incorporation of the

old facilities with the new is an important aspect of
this project.
The counsellors
gymnasium

will

also

house which is northwest of the
be

kept.

It

will

continue

function as living quarters for the staff.

to

The boat

house and machine shop, which is located down the hill
and to the southwest of the gym, will be maintained.
It will continue to serve its original purpose.
The other existing structures currently located on
the

site

will

be

removed

or

relocated

on

the

site.

This includes the triplex which is currently used to
house three client families and the staff house which
provides living quarters for two counsellors.

Background
In the year of 1899, Christie Residential School
was under construction.
on

Meares

beginning.

Island

the

Located within Clayoquot Sound
residential

school

marked

its

The primary purpose of the school was to

Christianize and educate the young Indian children from
the surrounding villages.
The site, chosen by Father Brabant, was deemed
ideal because of its natural features. The protected
beach of hard sand would be a perfect playground for
the children. It was located on an island, therefore
isolated, and some distance from established Indian
villages. Fresh, running water in the form of a stream
also passed through the site, thus providing the
facility with its needed supply. The landscape under
went transformation. The dense forest was cut back
from the bluff to allow placement of the structure.
Sided with clapboards, the original building stood
two and a half stories in height.

It was capped by a

steeply pitched roof with three dormer windows facing
out to sea.

Through the years it grew in size as

additions were made and subsequent buildings were
constructed.
Here, the children lived and played,
attending classes in the morning and gaining practical
experience in the afternoons.
Christie

Residential

School

functioned

until 1971 when the doors were closed.

as

such

At this time a

new school was opened in Tofino, a port town located on
Vancouver

Island.

For

structure stood empty.
another function.

a

period

of

four years

the

Then it was re-opened, serving

Under the leadership of Gerry Guillet, an Oblate
priest, Kakawis Family Development Centre was founded.
The centre evolved out of response to needs stated by
the Indians themselves. These needs were brought to
Gerry Guillet's attention as he went from village to
village. His own words best explain his awareness of
the subsequent development.
"Over the years, one of the needs that was
most obvious in all the villages and with all
the people was the drinking problem. People
were dying from booze and asking me, 'What
can I do?1 while the scene was getting worse:
people younger and younger were getting into
alcohol.
In 1971 old Christie School was being
closed, but I felt that there should be some
presence here
for the people.
I got
permission to leave Tahsis for six months to
a year and just visit the villages to find
out what the people wanted. I really lis
tened for the first time, I think, and a lot
of them said that they wanted a place where
families who were having problems could go,
especially problems with booze. We started
Kakawis Family Development Centre."11
The program was to be a "simulated Indian
community" where West Coast Native People could receive
complete family counselling "in their own environment
and from their own people."
obtaining

trained

native

Due to the difficulty in
counsellors,

concept has been difficult to fulfill.

the

original

Excepting this

single factor, all other aspects have been met.

In mid-July, during the final meeting which marks
the end of a six-week session, the old school caught
fire and burned to the ground (see appendix).
need for a new facility was brought about.

Thus the

Program Philosophy
The philosophy and objectives of Kakawis Family
Development Centre are outlined in the following
paragraphs composed by the program facilitators.
The original plan for this program was to be a
native community, with native staff who would present
the case for sobriety by their example.
The core
community were to be examples to other families on how
to live without alcohol. The program itself involves
Alcoholics
workers.

Anonymous which

is taught

by

the

native

Transactional Analysis and Gestalt Therapy

are used in the Group Sessions led by the other staff.
Another valid aspect of the program is participation of
clients with the workers in day
maintenance of the facilities.

to day upkeep and
Great benefit is

derived in this interchange of skills. Occupational
therapy is afforded by an excellent crafts program with
volunteers from the community coming in to teach and
promote an exchange of specialties.
Fostering a
confidence in creativity is an integral part of the
rehabilitative process.

The program takes only families.
These are
sometimes extended families including parents, child
ren, children's children, uncles and aunts, etc. They
no longer admit single adults to the program, although
single parent families are welcome. The families live
in self-contained units at Kakawis. They must supply
their own food, prepare it and look after their house
keeping. The rehabilitative process is thus part of
the reality of day to day living.
Involving children in the program is an innovative
step forward in therapy and is unique to this program.
The emphasis is to support the family as a unit, the
major objective being to maintain and solidify the
family in crisis. Two of our workers are experienced
and qualified teachers.
As well, there is, from
September to June, a teacher who works only with the
children.
A special program has been set up for
teenagers, using audio-visual equipment and films as
teaching aids. Group sessions are conducted to enhance
the children's awareness and promote understanding of
the parent's change in growth direction.
Intra-family counselling is provided as necessary.
A Public Health nurse is available from Tofino on an
on-call basis.
Medical problems are discussed and
recognized upon admission and are referred to the local
medical clinic as per need.

The Kakawis program is six weeks.
no

set

fee, those who are

donation,
worthwhile

generally
in

that

of

able

$75.00,

it

further

While there is

are

asked

which

is

enhances

to make a
seen

the

to

be

client's

identification with the program.
The initial impetus for this program came from the
bands on the West Coast of the island.

Increasingly,

the program is generating wider interest, reflected by
running at
demand

from

full capacity
the

entire

for the

last

province

and

5

years,

an

more

increasing

response from the West Coast communities.
From the foregoing, the philosophy of the centre
should

be

clear.

The

objectives

are

defined

specifically as follows:
a)

To rehabilitate families with chemical dependency
problems, into families able to cope with them
selves and society.

b)

To use the historical site where an atmosphere is
conducive to the learning experience of change and
where the actual living of a changed life pattern
is initiated.

c)

To help families become aware of themselves with
their strengths and weaknesses, and to help them
see
the
necessity
of
making
decisions
and
commitments.

d)

To help individuals recognize what transactions
(interactions) take place within a family and
within wider groups so as to experience better
personal relationships.

e)

To help individuals experience a new "wholeness" in
body, mind, and spirit.

To create and maintain liaison with ex-clients and
their communities. This is done by phone, news
letters, by personal visitation by our out-reach
worker.

Schedule of Activities
The actual treatment which occurs at Kakawis
Family Development Centre lasts for a period of six
weeks. During this time specific areas of development
are focused upon. The following is an outline of the
activities which occur throughout the duration of the
treatment session.
Arrival Day:
- Client family
member.
- General

is

greeted

acquaintance

and

by

their

host

introduction

to

staff
the

program.
- Orientation of the facilities.
- Move into family dwelling units.
- Client family is interviewed by their host, at
which time they sign an agreement to stay at
Kakawis, to not use any alcohol or chemicals and
to not physically harm themselves or anyone else.
- Families discuss their hopes and expectations.
Daily Time Schedule
8:30
Brief staff meeting followed by
Sweetgrass Ceremony.

9:00-12:00

Group therapy for adults, children go to
school or day care.

12:00-1:00
their
1:00-2:30

Break
own.
Group

for

lunch,

therapy

families

focusing

on

prepare
alcohol

program.
3:00-4:30

Work period for men, skill sharing for
women.

4:30-7:00

Break for dinner, families prepare their
own.

Weekly Focus
Week one: This is considered the break-in period
when the clients are exposed to basic communi
cation skills. They are taught through games
to learn to listen, to interpret body language
and to understand emotions.
Week two, three and four:

These are considered the

work weeks when the clients share experiences
from their past.

Sharing occurs at both an

intellectual level (from the head) and a gut
level (from the heart).
Week five: Spiritual healing and renewal is focused
upon during this week. The clients turn their
lives over to the God of their understanding.
This is an admission of their need for a high
power in their daily life. Each client takes a
memory trip into their past to understand where

the hurt they feel has originated.
followed by forgiveness night.

This is

Week six: This week focuses on the future. The
clients take an imagination trip. They visual
ize their hopes and fears. They write their
goals and express the changes they desire to
see occur.
Commitment to contact groups at
home is made.
Weekly Evening Schedule
Monday: Family counselling
Tuesday: Alcoholics Anonymous meeting
Wednesday: Arts and crafts
Thursday: Family game night - social enjoyment
Friday: Alcoholics Anonymous meeting
Saturday:
etc.

Group outing - picnic, boating, swimming,

Sunday: Free day, family day for both staff and
clients, video movie night

SITE DESCRIPTION

Introduction to the site
It is a place of extremes, sometimes rapidlychanging, sometimes seeming to remain forever the same.
Lush and green, it is an oasis, a place of rest for
those who are weary. One cannot help but to give a
sigh of relief after walking along the smooth expanse
of sand marking the water's edge. It is so peaceful,
quiet and calm. The outgoing tide has left a natural
littering of sea creatures, shells and kelp waiting to
be discovered or to remain unnoticed and returned to
sea. Intricate details are left along the shore line
of even sand, the creator sometimes being a trickle of
water, a rolling pebble or a wandering gull.
The
patterns created are endless and ever changing,
remaining for a brief moment of time before the palate
of sand is again swept clean.
Beyond the expanse of sand, as one walks inland,
lies an outcropping of dark rock, slippery with moss
and algae, unevenly strewn and heaped at the base of
the cliff's edge.

Many catch basins have been formed

in amongst the rocks, momentarily capturing salty water
from the sea.

They are alive with organisms of many

kinds, some quickly darting, others seemingly motion
less, all joining together to form a community of life.
Long strands of seaweed often create a smooth line
across the rubble of dark rock, gently coiling before
ending at its root.

A sense of adventure is felt when foraging through
the wild.

Discoveries are made as vistas unfold while

freely wandering. Pockets of warm sunshine intermingle
with the coolness of the shade. The scent of pine
fills the air as does the salt of the sea just beyond.
Captured by the moment, all other concerns seem to melt
away leaving one surrounded by the gentle quiet. The
even rhythm of ocean waves together with the rustling
of leaves form a soothing melody, every changing, yet
remaining the same.

The Beach
The beach front occurs along the line where the
ocean waters meet the island shore. The character of
the island shore varies from a smooth expanse of sand
to an abrupt jumble of rock with combinations of the
two occurring at points between the extremes.

These

differences are brought about by the manner in which
the water and land meet.
Within the protection of the cove, quiet waters
are found.

This is where the sand is deposited, evenly

and with care.

The waves break at a distance out from

the shore and are little more than a ripple when they
dissipate in the sand.

A gentle conflict arises since

the water can no longer advance. The forces of nature
in this instance are prevalent even though they are
gentle forces.

Along the beach front a balance is

continually being sought, the deposit of sand nearly
equalling the removal.
The atmosphere inside the cove is one of harmony.
The even rhythm of the ocean waves gives it a peaceful
quality. A soothing atmosphere prevails. Here, the
earth and the sea exist together in peaceful unity.
Outside the cove a different atmosphere prevails.
The waves break forcefully against the rocks, dissipat
ing their energy in the form of ocean spray. This
dramatic meeting of land and water is far different
from the gentle balance maintained along the flat
expanse of sandy beach.

The shore line is exposed to

the full force of wind and water and sun, each one
placing its own unique mark on the face of the rocks.
Response:
Due to the sensitive nature of the beach and also
to the fluctuations of the tide, I feel this area
should be left nearly free of built structure. I see
this area as a place for spontaneous recreational
activities such as volleyball, football and tag,
weather and tide permitting. The beach is also a place
where individuals can walk along the shore line deep in

thought reviewing all that has gone on during the
course of the day.
Arrival to the site must be made at some point
along the beach front. This occurs in the form of a
pier and floating dock at the north end of the site.
Any structure that would be built in this area of the
site would similarly have to be lifted from the ground
and thus be suspended above or float on top of the
water.

Variations

from

this

could

occur

in

the

protected cove if the structure was able to contend
with the rise and fall of the ocean tide. To me, this
implies an open framework, a skeleton-like structure,
or one formed of very durable materials such as stone
or solid cedar.
These might provide a sense of
enclosure for ceremonial activities which take place at
the end of each session.

The Bluff
Inland from the protected cove the ground rises to
form the bluff. Covered by a dense growth of leafy
shrubs, the soil is tentatively held in place. The
steepness of the incline coupled with the tangle of
branches makes this part of the site nearly impenetra
ble.

In

front

of

the

bluff

a

conical

separate from the rest, exhibits itself.

land

form,

On top of it

stands a white crucifix and a wooden bench facing out
to sea, reminders of the previously existing residen
tial school.
Standing on the edge of the bluff one can feel a
strong sense of here and there due to the elevational

change.
Here becomes all that exists on the flat
terrain located approximately twenty-five feet above
sea level.
There becomes all that lies below and
beyond this expanse of level ground.
means of separation.

The edge forms a

Response:
The bluff, due to its constant state of erosion,
should be left in its natural
close to the edge formed by
detrimental to both the site and
the unstable nature of the soil.
To allow passage across this
design are necessary.
bluff could

state.
Building too
the bluff would be
the structure due to
area, bridges of some

During the rainy season, the

become completely impassable.

Footpaths

turn to mud or even small stream beds at this time due
to

the

amount

of

rainfall.

Therefore,

to

permit

passage and to keep erosion at a minimum, walkways
should be lifted from the surface.
Care should be
taken in the design of such bridges due to the
potentially erosive nature of this moisture laden
environment.

The Forest
The forest edge is clearly marked by its dense
growth of vegetation.
It rises quickly along the
island's shore line. Once inside of and surrounded by
the forest, a definite sense of enclosure can be felt.
The light which makes its way through the tangle of
branches is diffuse and filtered.

The quality is soft.

The view to the sky is obstructed by the towering trees
although an occasional glimpse of sky is allowed as an
opening is revealed.

The sound of the wind in the

trees and of the twigs underfoot brings the forest to
life.

The scent of cedar boughs and decaying organic

matter mix with the aroma of ripening berries.

These

unique

qualities

combine

to

form

the

area

of

the

forest.
Response:
The forest provides a sense of protection from the
elements of sun, wind and rain. It also offers a sense
of seclusion and privacy that is not achievable along
the beach front or in an open meadow. As a building
site, it is potentially quite open. I can envision the
housing units occupied by the staff in this area, thus
providing them with a physical separation from the
ongoing activities of counselling. In this way their
dwelling units become a retreat. Care must be taken so
as to not make too great a separation between staff and
client.

This would not be in harmony with the feeling

of unity desired at Kakawis.
Cultural beliefs held by Northwest Coast Indians
make the forest an inappropriate building site for
their dwellings. The forest is seen as untamable and
wild.
An examination of native villages along the
coast of Vancouver Island reveals the cleared portion
of the site as a better location. Repeatedly, their
housing units occur in this place.
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The Clearing
Situated between the forest and the bluff lies the
clearing. It is a broad expanse of ground, relatively
flat in nature and covered with low growing grass. Due
to the size and location of the clearing, a panoramic
view of the surrounding environment is provided.
Looking out from the site, to the west is the view of
Vargus Island and the channel of ocean water which
keeps them separate.

The sky is continuous in this

direction, varying in quality as seasons change and
days pass.

At times, the sky is high, clear and deep

blue in color, contrasting the frequent periods when

the

sky

is

overhead.
Turning

low

and

inland

become obvious.

flat
the

as

the

white

boundaries

of

the

fog

moves

clearing

The forest and an outcropping of rock

stop the even plain of grass and thus begin to contain
the site. When standing in the middle of the clearing
an awareness of that which lies overhead and underfoot
is strongly felt. The peripheral boundary edge of the
forest is less noticed, giving the clearing a vast
quality.
When in close proximity to one of the
defining edges, the feeling of openness dissipates and
the feeling of enclosure becomes more pronounced.
Therefore, the sensations felt while in the clearing
are dependent upon one's location.
When viewed from the water, the unforested piece
of land reaches to the forefront.

The dark line of

trees recede to form a silent backdrop for the activity
occurring in the clearing.
Response:
The land which forms the clearing was at one time
a

part of the forest.

Through the efforts of the

original occupants the ground was cleared.
structures

were

built

here,

a

few

of

The first

which

still

remain.
The clearing appears to be the most appropriate
place in which to build once again.

The land which

previously was dominated by the large white boarding
school now stands empty, awaiting the construction of a
new building. Visibility into and out of the site is
at a premium at this location.
As the clients are
brought to the site by boat, they would be given a
preliminary view of the centre. This initial glimpse
is an important one as it will be the first impression
firmly planted in their minds. This image will remain
with them as they proceed to the pier and enter the
site either on foot or within the confines of one of
the few vehicles on the island.
A single road cuts through the forest and divides
the clearing creating a definite front and back to the
site. Already organized along the line created by the
road stand the gymnasium and one of the staff living
units. It is along this same pathway that I foresee
the future community developing.

The Stream
Two major streams cross the southern portion of
the site. Here, the ongoing rush of water can be heard
making its way to the open sea. A boundary is formed
by the stream bank, keeping the flow of water on a
directed course.
The trees along this edge form a
canopy overhead, thus creating a sense of enclosure.
The light is filtered through the branches above. The
combination of the stream

bank and the forest edge

direct the view in a tunnel-like fashion. The rise and
fall of the ocean tide causes the level of water to
fluctuate from a mere trickle to a passable means of
transportation.
Response:
The area of the stream should be left in its
natural state with no major building occurring along
the edge. Due to the soothing atmosphere created by
the sound of passing water and the filter of light,
this area is a perfect location for solitary reflec
tion.
I can envision a few sheltering structures
placed close to the river's bank, thus providing
protection from the ever-present drip of rain.

The Meadow
The meadow is an opening

or a

clearing

which

provides a contrast to the dense growth of the forest.
It is an area that exhibits the qualities of enclosure
which is brought about by the boundary made when forest
meets meadow. As an enclosure it exhibits the quali
ties

of

containment.

In

this

instance

the

meadow

grasses are contained by the forest trees. I see the
meadow as a pocket of light and air in contrast to the
darkness of the surrounding forest.
An edge occurs where the meadow and forest join.
It is a gentle edge, with some intermingling of grass
and tree. The transition is softened further by the

introduction

of

leafy

shrubs.

As

one

passes

from

relative darkness to the brightness of the meadow, he
also passes through a thick growth of deciduous shrubs.
Here the quality of light varies in brightness, depen
dent upon the height, the season and the spacing of the
brush. If reaching overhead, the light is filtered and
thus softened as it passes through the overlapping
branches and leaves.
Within the centre of the meadow, one is greeted by
an expanse of uninterrupted sky.
The sun meets no
opposition as it makes its way to the meadow grass. In
the same way, the rain also falls.
Response:
The meadow as a building site is limited due to
the amount of water that settles in this place.

During

the dry season it might function as a large meeting
ground or activity space.

If any

building were to

occur here, care should be taken in crossing the
terrain. Bridging would probably be necessary and some
means of lifting the building above the ground should
also be considered.
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The Lake
The lake is reached by a wooden boardwalk which
makes passage over the varied landscape possible.
crossing the distance of approximately
encounters
narrow,

dense

quickly

forest,
flowing

marshy
stream.

1/3 mile one

swamp
As

in

land

the

and

a

boardwalk

journey comes to an end, one is greeted by the expan—
sive sky which rides above the body of the lake.

Here,

the clear water is rippled by a gentle passing breeze.

The

lake's

forest of trees.
to

the

edge

is clearly

bound

by

the

dark

At some points the land drops sharply

water, whereas

at

others

the

transition

is

gentle and accompanied by a section of swamp grass.
Reflective in nature, the lake creates a double image
of the surroundings.
Pure in its composition, the
cleansing qualities of the lake water refresh and
renew the shore line observer.
Response:
The edge of the lake provides a perfect location
in which to build an Indian sweat lodge. These small
dome shaped structures are used therapeutically to
relax the body and rid it of impurities.

A sweat is

typically followed by a quick plunge into cold water,
thus closing the pores and stimulating the body.

The

building location needs to be close to the water's edge
and fairly even in terrain.

The Rocks
A dark outcropping of rock lies to the east of the
cleared ground. Emerging out of the flat ground plane,
the rugged, uneven texture provides a contrast to its
surroundings. Firmly rooted into the landscape, the
rock signifies unyielding strength. It is unmovable.
A sense of arrival or of conquest can be felt
after reaching the top. Rising above the landscape it
offers a different vantage point for the observer. The
dark rocks absorb and radiate the sun's energy during
its season of exposure making it a warm location. When
the weather is rainy, the rocks are transformed into a

cool

and

slippery

mass.

Footholds

are

difficult

to

maintain and passage is treacherous.
The rocks seem to grow out of the forest, anchor
ing it to the flat plateau of the clearing and marking
the

change

in

landscape.

Secure

and

steadfast

the

rocks remain.

Response:
The
therefore

rocks

offer

careful

uniqueness

consideration

to

the

should

site
take

and
place

before locating any built structure on or adjacent to
them.

Passage onto the rocks would require bridging at

various points due to the uneven nature of stone.
enclosure

is

formed

at

the

back

of

the

rocks as two outcroppings join together.
a sacredness about it.

site

by

An
the

The place has

This area of the site may prove

to be an appropriate location for worship to occur.
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Atmospheric Weather Data
Temperature Averages

1983

1982

1981

1980

January

6.9°C
(44°F)

2.4°C
(36°F)

7.7°C
(46°F)

July

14.5°C

13.8°C

14.3°C

14.4°C

(58°F)

(56°F)

(57°F)

(58°F)

1812.3

1891.6

1372.5

5.1

4.3

Sunshine
Total hours per year
Average hours per day

5

precipitation
Total m.m. per year
Average m.m. per day

3124.2

3280.4

3355.4

3370.1

(123")

(131")

(132")

8.6

(129")
8.9

9.2

9.2

(.3")

(.35")

(.36")

(.36")

Measurable precipitation 56% of the year.
Prevailing winds are from the northwest at an average
of 18-20 mph.
Tide fluctuation approximately 12 feet.
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APPENDIX
There Will Be A New Tomorrow
Fr. Gerry Guillet OMI had a strange premonition
that something was wrong, a strong sense of impending
disaster that dark night of July 15, 1983.
It was
10:00 p.m., the final night of a six week program at
the Kakawis Family Development Centre. The quiet of
the meeting was shattered by the frightened scream of a
child yelling "fire!" And devastatingly it would move
through the stately old wooden structure that defiantly
stood as a witness to a century of missionary service
to the people of the West Coast of Vancouver Island.
And it was that very fear that gave him and the small
staff and clients the determination to fight the fire.
For to them Kakawis was more than a building, it was a
powerful witness.
The Family Development Program began as a dream
shared by Oblate Fathers Jim McDonell, Gerry Guillet,
Larry Mackey, and the Sisters of St. Ann.
It was
established in 1972 when Christie Student Residence
closed its doors as a home for the education of Indian
children. This program was a pioneer venture in the
family treatment of the dreaded disease of alcohol
among the Native People of British Columbia. In its
short ten years of existence this tired old building,
whose walls and halls had echoed to the thunder of
thousands of children's voices and feet over the years,
now became the centre to mend broken hearts and to
reunite families. The excellent tools of "T.A." and
"A.A." therapy were greatly enhanced by this remote
setting. The old rain-soaked building itself almost
seemed to say that it understood the suffering. It too
had suffered.
Within its weather-beaten walls all
shared a common poverty. The poverty of Island people
dependent on the elements, the changing moods of the
awesome sea, battered by winds and shrouded by fog.

And the "old shack," as it was affectionately called,
became the symbol of our oneness.
The scurry of the frenzied activity of the fire
fighters, led by Brother Reggie O'Brien, snapped Gerry
out of his moment of reverie and he rushed with them to
the second floor where the smoke was billowing out.
They attacked it with extinguishers and hoses and
seemed to have it under control only to hear that it
had broken out on the third floor. Bro. O'Brien, for
whom the old building was almost a part of his being,
rushed up to the little alcove under the belltower that
for years had been his room with a small window and a
magnificent view of the beach, the channel and the
islands.
They literally soaked the room with water
only to hear that smoke was now billowing out of the
roof.
Again Bro. O'Brien scaled the front of the
building with the hose and drenched the roof. But to
no avail, the flame had broken through. Gerry Guillet
realized that his early premonition of fear had become
a reality. The old building was doomed.
The children of the clients were gathered and
counted and sent to the safety of the sisters' house
with Pat Shreenan and Margaret Cantwell. Gerry went to
the chapel to save the Blessed Sacrament and some of
the ciboria and stopped for a moment, with the fire
breaking through the roof, to give thanks to God for
this uniquely beautiful chapel which had been carved
from the wood of France and shipped over at the turn of
the century. It had graced the island and been the
centre of worship on the Coast since 1903.
It was
almost as though the old building had a mind and a will
of its own. Like an old Indian it knew it was time to
go, to die with dignity and to pass into memory. You
could almost feel it gathering the untold memories of a
century and entrusting them to the only place they
would live forever, in the hearts of the children and
West Coasters who had lived their thrilling and remote
stories within its aged walls and halls. It was as
though Old Christie, Kakawis, had sensed an era had
come to an end.

In 1971 it stood gallantly by, forgotten in the
Island as New Christie opened its doors in Tofino.
Last month even New Christie had closed. The end of an
era had come. Sadly and quickly it passed into memory.
But its final moments were spectacular. At 1:00 a.m.
the hydro wires sparked with the flames as they inched
toward the transformer which finally ignited and
touched off the fuel tank beneath. As it shot into the
darkness of the night sky, Christie became a ball of
flame. But not a child, not a person injured. Even in
its death God's hand was upon it.
The fire-fighters turned their attention to the
surrounding buildings. They set up auxiliary pumps in
the creek and tried to save the laundry and the little
house that in the old days had served as an outdoor
classroom and in '72 became the humble house of the
Sisters of St. Ann.
But finally these were also
engulfed in flame.
To the Indian people who daily plied their way up
and down the channel in their boats, the old school
spoke to them silently and lovingly as a grandmother or
grandfather.
For countless years it had been the
treasure-chest of the sacred memories of their youth.
Here their young hearts were nourished by the Benedic
tine Fathers and Sisters who had built Old Christie;
and in 1939 by the Oblate Fathers and Brothers, and
finally in the 50's by Sisters of the Immaculate Heart.
In their youth those shores were God's natural ballfield and the woods his adventure playground. Within
its walls hands were joined in joy, in dance and song,
and hearts were joined in the romances of childhood
that in many cases still remain.
The caring staff who had come to serve inevitably
fell under its spell. We learned to understand the
Indian people, to love the children and to know the
lasting bond of the Kakawis Family Community. Many a
night this bond was celebrated in the kitchen with the
delicious aroma and taste of Martin's freshly baked
bread. The smell of freshly baked bread will always
bring it back to me.

By 4 a.m. nothing was left but a brick chimney
that marked the perimeter of where the huge old
building stood. Gerry and Reggie stood looking at the
charred ruins and sensed that these ashes were not the
end but spoke of a new beginning. The Kakawis Family
Development Program had healed too many hearts and
broken homes to let it die.
It was as though Old
Christie knew that as long as it stood, new life, new
ideas could not flourish. The future lay in the hearts
of all those West Coast people who treasured its
memories.
There will be a new tomorrow.
Written by Larry Mackey, O.M.I.
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