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I would like to dedicate this project and book to the four most important people in 
my life. Thank you, Mom and Dad, for all your support and encouragement over the 
past six years. I could not have come this far without you. Scott, thank you for 
showing me what courage is and how to overcome any obstacle. You're pretty 
incredible. And Douglas, I can never thank you enough for your endless amount of 
patience with me and my project, but I would like to try. Thank you. 

I would also like to thank Donnie MacDonald. It is because of his dream to keep the 
Gaelic language alive not only in his country of Scotland, but also here in the United 
States, that provided the foundation for this project. 
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Learninglnstitution of the Present to 
Teach the Past to the Future 

This project is being developed for a new and eager generation of students from all 

over the world who are just now coming to grips with the treasures and the 

excitement of the old Celtic traditions and the Gaelic language. Together, the new 

generation of students and the project will create balanced judgements and wide 

perspectives between the culture of the Celts and the world of today. The working 

dynamics of the Celtic mind will now be able to be taught to the children of the Celt. 

The goal of this project is to create a learning atmosphere in which the Gaelic 

language, along with the history and tradition of the Celts, can be taught. In order to 

fulfill this goal, the design of the buildings and layout of the campus will all be 

influenced by Celtic design, materials and hierarchy. 



Introduction 

The problem is to create a teaching center in which the Gaelic language can be 

learned and the Celtic culture perpetuated. The project evolved through the necessity 

to reflect the concepts of the Celtic culture and history in order to make the Gaelic 

language come alive. 

The circle appeared to be the basis of the Celtic culture. The remains of their 

homes are circular, their religion had circles as evidenced by rings of stones found at 

various points in the Celtic empire. And their round towers always located on the 

west side of the church, function partly as bell towers and watch towers, but also as a 

secure place for church valuables. Much of the artwork found emphasizes circles; 

hence it was only natural that the project evolved from the circle concept, balanced by 

the rectangular forms, and tied together with the main and secondary axes. The 

tower marks the entrance, not only to the present day school, but also affords a 

glimpse into the past. The eye is directed down the avenue to the monolith , and 

then out to sea; the sea that surrounds the island, the sea that has been instrumental 

in forming the Celtic culture and its people, past and present. 

Nature provided all of the building materials for these craftsmen, the rock and 

sand, the main ingredients for glass, of the island, and the metals and wood of the 

mainland, and the sand which provided the main ingredients for glass. These same 

materials seemed only appropriate for the entire project. The detailing in the motiffs 

follows the Celtic love of geometric forms. 

Heirarchy is the cornerstone of a culture. The Celts put religion as their most 

important objective in life, but learning followed closely. In order to perpetuate not 

only their religion, but also their entire way of life, education became the second most 

important aspect of their lives. This idea is reflected in the higher physical placement 

of my church and school rooms in relation to the rest of the community 



Imagery 

Scotland's spectacular natural landscape is such that the village rarely 

dominates the scene. One does not usually visit Scotland for the sake of its villages; a 

visitor goes most often for its scenery and unique culture. Against the supurb 

backgroun of hills, cliffs, glens, and coast, is the perfect setting in which to teach the 

past in order to use it in the future. 

A 
If a village is to escape this anomity, it must have the style or variety of the 

buildings, the positioning of the church , the common area or a path that gives the 

village its uniqueness that creates the unusual "villagescape". It may even be the 

setting that is the dominant factor, but it is the local stone which dictates the character 

and creates the sense of place. This sense of place makes a symbolic gesture towards 

the ever present sea; the greatest influence of the past, present and future people of the 

island. 

In my sight the scenery is spectacular and therfore created the need to design a 
. 

umqu village reflecting the entire spectrum of Celtic history which gives it enough 

characture to make a distinctive statement about its objective as a Celtic learing center 

" It is all a question of balancing one shape against another and of using a 

variety of edges to describe or suggest feeling, objects, textures - all building up to a 

single, positive statement." ̂  

I.John Blocklv. Country Landscapes in Watercolor. 
Watson-Guptil.,1982. 

New York: 



Interpretation and Representation 
of Celtic History 

The central circular stone wall is my interpretation of the circles of standing 

stones which are common throughout the upland regions of Britain and Ireland. The 

grass mound in the center is representative of circular embanked areas and round 

cairns and barrows that were widespread. The outer partial circle represents the 

concentric circles often found outside the immediate or primary circle of stones. 

Axis avenues transecting the inner circle again reflect the four stone walls 

leading roughly in the cardinal directions, as found at the Callanish stones on the west 

coast of Lewis only twenty miles from this site. 

The monolith on the cliff reflects the central feature of the Callanish stone 

which is an exceptionally tall slender stone not dressed to shape as the Stonehenge 

stones were. The visual impact of my monument as at Callanish is dramatic and 

greatly enhanced by its setting, visible from many of the neighboring headlands and 
inlets as well as from almost anywhere on the campus. 



History of Gaelic 

There were two Celtic invasions of Britain with a considerable interval between 

them. The two branches were of parent stock which may be traced as the gaclic and 

the Brittonic. One branch includes the Irish, Manx and Gaelic speaking peoples who 

were the earlier to arrive; the other embraces the Welsh, Cornish and Bretons who 
came later. 

Celtic 

Gadelic Brittonic 

Irish, Manx, Gaelic Welsh, Cornish, Breton 

It was not until the fifth and sixth centuries that the Gaels of Ireland and 

Scotland began to write and create literature. They had a way of writing called Ogam 

script which consisted of a number of short lines drawn straight or slanting, either 

above, below or through a long-stem line. With the arrival of St. Columba to Iona, 

the use of the Roman script became widely used in the Scottish and Irish Gaelic. 
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Celtic History 

An investigation of population groups of direct Celtic ancestry reveals that they 

survive only in the western regions of Great Britain, namely in Ireland and Scotland, 

Cornwall, Wales, and Brittany. It is only in parts of these regions that the living Celtic 

languages survive, and today there are no more than 1.5 million Celtic-speaking 

people. With such limited numbers left, it is difficult to comprehend the original 

extent of area occupied by the Celts and their significance in the development of 
European culture and tradition. 

Architecture out of stone did not develop among the Celts on the Continents. 

Their houses, temples, and even sections of their defenses were constructed of wood. 

Conversely the Celts of Britain and Ireland were master craftsman in finely worked 

stone objects, stone churches and richly decorated stone crosses. 

The Celts today 
{^ARETAKERS of Celtic heritage, 

men of the Aran Islands speak 
the same tongue and struggle with 
land and sea in much the same way 
as their forebears did more than 
two thousand years ago. 

A scattering of places still hang 
on to a Celtic legacy. The ancient 
languages survive in modern forms 
on the west coasts of Ireland and 
Scotland, in Wales, and also in 
Brittany, where Celts from England 
fled from Saxon invaders. In these 
areas thatched houses, simple 
farming tools, and robust folklore 
and customs hearken back to 
prehistoric days. These spots exist 
as Celtic time capsules largely 
because they were not occupied by 
the Romans. 

Atlantic 
Ocean, 

font 

NORTHERN 
IRELAND 

North 
Sea 

(0hk 
of Man 

Croagh Pa 

Aran klandi 

Corn w, 

Skellig 
Michael 

Celtic languages 

•| Survive 

•1 Revived 

KILOMETERS 

200 

STATUTE MILES 

MIVR IT ILlC UltM 
COMPILED IV MELISSA M. 

•ATtOftAL SCOtAAffMC AW 



The Background of Lewis 

Many people regard the Isle of Lewis and the Isle of Harris as two separate 

islands. However, Lewis and Harris are solidly joined at the spine to form the "Long 

Island" but look in opposite directions. They are part of the Outer Hebrides which 

are generally known as the Celtic Islands. 

The Isle of Lewis is situated off the northwest coast of Scotland, making the 

ever-present sea the greatest influence upon the people of this island. The location of 

the island is on the shipping route from the Baltic to the New World. It is because of 

this strategic location of the island, that it was given an important and controversial 

NATO base. The island also boasts one of the best civil airports in Britain, with 

runways that are long enough to take anything that flies and is almost completely free 

of fog year round. 

The Isle of Lewis has another feature that distinguishes it from mainland 

Scotland, and that is the language. The majority of the people on the island speak 

gaelic in addition to being fluent in English even after a 300 year old law by the 

English Parliament discouraging the use of the Gaelic language. Even though this law 

is still on the books, Gaelic is now actively promoted and a bilingual policy has been 

adopted in an attempt to reverse the long decline of the Gaelic language. "Gaelic is 

now being used for naming new streets, in preference to English, not as a gesture 

towards the past, but as a proclamation of faith in the future of Scotland and the 

importance that the Isle of Lewis plays in the future." * 

1. Western Isles Islands Council, quote, Discovering Lewis and Harris. 

Edinburgh: John Donald Publishers Ltd., 1991. P. 24. 



Site and Climate Data 

The sea around the island is warmed by the North Atlantic drift allowing for 

milder winters than the the English countryside of Kent. However, the island is 

whipped by winds that often exceed a hundred miles per hour and reach gale force for 

an average of twelve hours per day in exposed places in December and January. 

The average rainfall is 40 to 60 inches per year with an average temperature of 

48 degrees. 

The site itself is located on the peninsula of Gallan Head on the Northwest side 

of the Isle of Lewis. This location was formerly a Royal Air Force (RAF) camp. 



People Using the Facility 

Students 60 
Teachers 

language 2 
history 1 
art 1 

Cooks 3 
secretaries 2 
maintenance 1 
stable keeper 1 
preacher 1 

Facilities 

Church 
Classrooms 3 
Language lab 
Library 
Amphitheater 
Kitchen 
Dining 
Common area 
Dormitories 4 
Cottages 5 

(for teachers) 
Parking 



The Chapel 
The chapel is a symbolic gesture to the hierarchy of the Celtic order. Being 

placed higher on the hill than any other building gives the chapel the traditional, 

highest order in the hierarchy. The chapel could be used for private worship anytime 

with a formal service each Sunday. 

Chapel 532 Total s.f. 

Classrooms 
The classrooms are the heart of the project so the buildings are placed high 

upon the hill. In the hierarchy of the Celts, learning was very important; therefore 

this is the reason for placing these centers of learning high upon the hill. 

Building 1. Classroom 1 216 s.f. 
Classroom 2 180 s.f. 
Entry 112 s.f. 
Circulation 115 s.f. 
Bathroom 36 s.f. 
Storage 96 s.f. 

Total 755 s.f. 

Building 2 Classroom 270 s.f. 
Language labs 390 s.f. 
Bathrooms 100 s.f. 
Circulation 230 s.f. 
Entry (coat area) 60 s.f. 

Total 1050 s.f. 

Each of these classrooms would accommodate 15 students. 

The language lab is the only classroom that would need of special equipment which 

would include 15 individual listening booths. 

Library 
The library is located on the upper floor of the language lab. The library, 

overlooking the amphitheater, the center circle and further out, the ocean, provides a 

spectacular view. 
The idea of placing the library in close proximity to the classrooms is to 

provide an atmosphere that would encourage students to study and research their 

assignments. 



Library cont 

This library will contain books which place their emphasis on the Gaelic 
language, the Celtic people, and Scotland. 

Storage of Books 550 s.f. 
Study area 400 s.f. 
Circulation 100 s.f. 

Total 1050 s.f. 

The study area capacity would be about 40 people 

Amphitheater 
The amphitheater utilizes the existing inner wall with the width of the steps 

gradually increasing in size; integrating into the hillside. This area can be used for 
formal gatherings such as lectures or just as a grassy area to sit and study. 

Kitchen 
The kitchen is located near a service entrance allowing accessibility for the 

delivery of food stuffs and removal of waste, but is still an integral part of the scheme. 

The kitchen will be used to prepare meals for the students and staff three times 
a day. 

Kitchen area 350 s.f. 
Serving Counter 54 s.f. 
Storage basement 350 s.f. 

Total 754 s.f. 

The kitchen will be used by three full time cooks. There will be a need for 

special equipment such as refrigerators, freezers, stoves and ovens. 

Dining Facility 
The dining area is located next to the kitchen for ease of seating and service 

purposes. Located near this main dining space are the bathrooms and coat area 



Dining Facility CONT. 

On a nice day there could be seating outdoors on the connecting patio and 
grass areas. 

Dining area 
Coat area 
Bathrooms 
Circulation 

350 s.f. 
50 s.f. 
150 s.f. 
200 s.f. 

Total 750 s.f. 

Administration 
Because the administration building is usually the first building new people on 

campus would visit, it is located at the far end of the main circle across from the 

dormitories giving everyone the opportunity to experience the dramatic view of the 

complex and ocean while they are walking down the avenue to the administration 
building. 

Offices (each) 90 s.f. 
Storage 70 s.f. 
Open area 320 s.f. 
Reception area 120 s.f. 
Bathrooms 50 s.f. 

Total 650 s.f. 

Two secretaries would use this space. 

The common area provides a less formal setting in which the students can 

gather. Activities ranging from Scottish dancing to study sessions can take place here. 

A large patio with incredible views outside enhances gathering. 

Main Floor 

Common Area 

Coat area 50 s.f. 
Open area 650 s.f. 

Basement 
Bathrooms 150 s.f. 
Circulation 50 s.f. 
Storage 50 s.f. 
Maintenance 400 s.f. 

Total 1400 s.f. 

This area will accommodate about 100 people 



Dormitories 
The dormitories are located on the main flank of the main circle to afford the 

most view for each of the rooms. The living quarters for the students are divided into 

four different blocks. The four blocks face the south emphasizing the north-south axis 

to receive the most benefit from southern sun and view. 

Dividing the student living areas into four separate blocks gives refence to the 

cottage idea that the faculty housing is based on. The four blocks have three floors 

with three rooms, double occupancy, and a toilet, shower and sink. 

Each Floor 
Rooms (3 total) 85 s.f. (240 s.f.) 
Toilet/sink area 35 s.f. 
Shower area 30 s.f. 
Circulation 180 s.f. 

Total 500 s.f. 

Three floors per unit at 1500 total square feet. The fourth unit could be used 
for single or double occupancy. 

Cottages for Teachers 
The five cottages form an outer circle, creating a sense of privacy with the 

berming and wall. Each cottage utilizes the existing wall to amplify the sense of 

privacy. Each cottage is self contained. 

Kitchen/Living/Sleeping area 150 s.f. 
Bathroom 50 s.f. 

Total 200 s.f. 

Parking 
The parking area forms a branch of the main road from the village to the radio 

station. The parking area would be for the parking of faculty cars, the cars driven by 

the people from the village who work at the school, and the bus that chauffeurs the 

students to and from the airport and on tours of the island. Entry to the complex will 

be up a series of stairs which enter near the chapel and lead to the walk down the main 

axis to the various facilities and scenic views. 



Typical Day 

Students who want to get an early start on the day will be able to take a ride 
before breakfast. Those who are not quite so energetic early in the morning will be 
able to have breakfast at 8 a.m. followed by classes which start at 9. There will be four 
classes, each with approximately 15 students, a beginning language class, an advanced 
language class, a Scottish and Celtic history class, and an art class learning about and 
designing Celtic art. The class time will be one hour so that everyone will be able to 
attend three structured classes offered with a one hour lunch at noon, and one more 
in the afternoon from 1:00 to 2:00. After classes there will be free time for athletics, 
crafts, horseback riding or walking to the radio station or along the cliff. This would 
also be the time that the advanced students would go on the air of the BBC Gaelic 
Radio Station. 

Dinner will be served between 5-6:30. After dinner will be time to do 
homework, visit the pub in town, or go to the common area and socialize with the 
other students. 

Occasional Tuesdays, Thursdays or Saturdays will be set aside for excursions, 
trail rides, shopping in the village or completing special projects. 

Sunday is the day for individual activity. There will be church services with 
special studies in the Celtic religion and mythology. 

Each session will last three months. Spring session will be during April, May 
and June and summer session will be during July, August and September. March will 
be for opening and preparation of staff and October will be wind down activities and 
closing of the facility for winter. 
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