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Abstract:
The purpose of this study was to determine selected students knowledge of child abuse and/or neglect,
and to ascertain the source or sources of this knowledge. Students surveyed were sophomore and senior
students enrolled in the social work, elementary education, and the nursing curricula at Montana State
University. Social work and elementary education faculty were also surveyed.

Data were collected from 54 sophomore students (17 social work, 17 elementary education, 20
nursing), and 42 senior students (10 social work, 15 elementary education, 17 nursing); and 11 faculty
(five social work, six elementary education). Stein's (1977) nursing faculty data were utilized for the
present study. Comparisons were made to Stein's 1977 data from senior nursing students. In general,
the collected data was consistent with Stein's 1977 data with a few notable exceptions.

Data were presented in the form of tables and graphs which utilized percentages for analysis. It was
found that students' child abuse and/or neglect knowledge was approximately equivalent between the
social work, elementary education, and nursing curricula. The students demonstrated difficulty in
identifying potentially abusive adults, and in identifying who was mandated to initiate reports of real or
suspected child abuse. Although the faculty identified their respective curricula as a primary source of
child abuse knowledge, the students did not rate their curricula as highly. Stein (1977), however, found
that the faculty and nursing students concurred in ranking the curriculum as a primary source of child
abuse knowledge.

Sophomore students, in general, displayed less knowledge of child abuse than did senior students.
Also, sophomore students' expectations were often not validated by senior students' perceptions. 
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