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Abstract:
The life histories of the Columbia River chub and the Columbia squawfish were studied during the
summers of 1936 and 1937 in the drainage of the Big Blackfoot River, Montana. Both species occurred
in certain lakes of the drainage, in the lower portion of the Big Blackfoot River and in one principal
tributary. The Columbia squawfish also occurred in the upper portion of the Big Blackfoot River. Both
species inhabited shallow, vegetated areas in lakes. Columbia squawfish were found in areas of
relatively calm water in streams. The growth of Columbia River chub was studied by examining the
scales from 300 fish. Specimens of this species up to nine years of age were collected. Growth of
Columbia squawfish was based on examination of scales from 339 fish. Some individuals of this
species attained an age of at least l5 years. Columbia River chub matured sexually at three to five years
of age while Columbia squawfish matured at six to eight. Both species spawned in late May and early
June while average water temperatures were 55-65° F. The stomach contents of 42 Columbia River
chub and 83 Columbia squawfish were examined. Insects were the predominant item in the stomachs
of both species. Fish were found in some Columbia squawfish stomachs. 
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