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Abstract:
This study was designed to investigate the relationship between social skills and the formation of
friendships among preschool children. Fourteen three year old children were observed during the
designated free play period at a laboratory preschool. Observations were made at the beginning of the
school term and again during the second quarter, after an appropriate interval had been allowed for
friendship formation. During each observation, social skills were coded according to the definitions of
Roopnarine and Field (1982).

Three criteria were used to identify friendship dyads: 1) socio- metric testing, 2) teacher selection and
3) rotation observation. Tabulations were made of both the social skills of each child and the number of
times each child played with each of the other children in the class. According to the criteria, only one
friendship dyad was identified, therefore it was not possible to determine any significant relationship
between social skills and friendship formation.

The data also revealed that the girls displayed a greater number of social skills and spent less time
playing with one other child than did the boys. There was only minimal consistency in the children's
choices of playmates and the actual playing time between children.

The results of this study are discussed in relation to factors which may inhibit friendship formation.
Suggestions for further research are given. 
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