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Abstract:
The problem of the study was to determine if there were differences in student-athlete’s grade point
averages for their semester of competition compared to the semester of non-competition.
Student-athletes from football, volleyball, women’s soccer, baseball, and softball were sampled from
each Big Twelve Conference member institution. Mean grade point averages from the semester of
competition and semester of non-competition during the 1997-1998 academic year were compared, as
well as the mean number of credit hours completed during each semester. The independent variables of
gender, race, sport, and class standing were utilized in testing. Methods of analysis included
independent t tests, analysis of variance, and regression analysis. Results show only one significant
differences in mean grade point average change between semester of competition and noncompetition.
Women’s soccer experienced a significant difference in mean GPA change, having a greater mean
GPA during the semester of non-competition. Several significant differences were found among the
variables examining mean credits completed. Overall, male, female, White, Black, freshman,
sophomore, junior, volleyball, and baseball student-athletes experienced a significant difference in
mean change in credits completed from semester of competition to semester of non-competition. There
was a significant, positive relationship between the number of credits completed and grade point
average. 
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