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Abstract:
In order to understand contemporary issues regarding land management policy, as well as resolve
conflict, and solve complex problems, one must examine history to develop a thorough understanding
of the situation. There is no written information that comprehensively addresses the land history of the
Blackfoot, as indigenous people. This thesis addresses the first step to construct and write a Blackfoot
land history narrative, the initial beginning of a long term project to address the contemporary land and
natural resource management issues on the Blackfeet Reservation.

The purpose of this thesis was to critically evaluate the colonial historical narrative, taking into account
the worldview and traditional value systems of the Blackfoot, in order to construct and write a
Blackfoot land history narrative and provide an indigenous historical perspective of the impacts
colonial influences have had upon the traditional land base of the Blackfoot.

A decolonized tribal land history that reincorporates and adds value and emphasis to Blackfoot
philosophies, worldview, and cultural values is the key to unlocking the dysfunctional management
system and identifying the colonial influences from federal Indian policies.

This Blackfoot land history narrative is only the first step in a process that will need to include further
evaluation and deconstruction of colonial policies and the development of contemporary management
strategies. 
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